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Foreword

The history of the Jewish Displaced Persons (DPs) in the Allied-occupied
zones of the former German Reich, in Austria, and in Italy represents a pecu-
liar constellation of an interim period that lasted from the end of the Second
World War to the beginning of the Cold War in 1949. This period saw the
successive recovery and reestablishment of German sovereignty in the form
of the two German states. In the meantime, about a quarter of a million Jews
gathered on German soil, mostly under Western Allied occupation. These
were Jews who had been liberated from concentration camps after their evac-
uation by the Nazis in the face of the advancing Allies in Eastern and Western
Europe. They were later joined by survivors who had fled eastward from the
German onslaught at different stages of the war, mostly from Poland, the
Baltic states, and the westernmost part of the Soviet Union, or who had been
evacuated or deported there by the Soviets. Whatever the circumstances of
their escape or relocation to the far reaches of the Soviet Union, the majority
of them survived in that realm. This was in stark contrast to those Jews who
had come under German Nazi rule and its extermination policy.

With the end of the war in the East in 1945, the Soviet authorities ordered
these people to be “repatriated,” as it was termed, primarily to Poland. But
returning Jews could no longer feel welcome there, and even had to face
pogroms carried out by the local population. In response to this widespread
violence, Jews began flocking westward, seeking to reach the Western zones
of occupation in Germany, especially that controlled by the U.S. Army.

In the interim period from 1945 to 1949, the states of East-Central and
Eastern Europe, liberated by the Soviets from the German Nazi yoke, were
increasingly transformed, under full or partial Communist rule, into so-called
People’s Republics - nation-states that became ethnically homogeneous as
well as socially collectivist through expulsion, resettlement, and expropria-
tion. From a Jewish, and especially a Zionist, perspective, the conclusion was
drawn that Jews there had little prospect of collective survival. Jewish refugee
organizations, among them the Brihah, a clandestine Zionist flight organiza-
tion, actively smuggled Jews from the reestablished states in Eastern Europe
to the American-occupied zone of Germany, whence they would primarily be
transferred to the nascent Jewish state — the emerging State of Israel.

The subject of the Jewish DPs is of exceptional scholarly value. It combines
the events of the Second World War and its aftermath, especially the fate of
the non-Soviet Jews who survived in the Soviet Union, with the history of the
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8 Foreword

early Cold War and the creation of the State of Israel. Although Jewish history
is always characterized by unusual spatiotemporal dimensions, the history of
the DPs is a central point of interest as the lever of a great change; namely, the
emergence of a Jewish political subject.

As this volume illustrates, this Jewish political subject surfaced in the
numerous DP camps, where Jews revived their cultural or religious legacy, but
also felt that they formed a common political body through their collective
fate as survivors. At the same time, the State of Israel came into being just
three years after the war, asserting Jewish sovereignty and realizing the
long-held aspiration for statehood. Drawing upon a rich collection of letters,
official documents, personal testimonies, and archival records, this book is
situated within this twofold emancipation, thereby offering a comprehensive
and nuanced understanding of how Jewish survivors, inter alia, transitioned
from displacement to political agency.

Atina Grossmann, Alexandra M. Kramen, Tamar Lewinsky, and Avinoam
J. Patt deserve great credit for bringing to light a large number of previously
unknown sources in several languages, especially Yiddish. Their dedication,
along with their careful and meticulous annotation of the documents, will
hopefully allow this volume to provide new insights into the subject, as it will
inspire further scholarly exploration in the field.

The editor would like to extend his gratitude to the staff of the “European
Traditions” project, especially Martin Jost, Marcel Miiller, Momme Schwarz,
Lilian Tiirk, and Markus Kirchhoff, whose assistance was instrumental in
bringing this book to fruition.

Dan Diner Jerusalem/Leipzig, September 2024
Series Editor
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YIVO Yidisher Visnshaftlekher Institut (Yiddish Scientific
Institute/Institute for Jewish Research)
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I. Introduction

Atina Grossmann and Avinoam J. Patt

“For you, our young people, are the agents of our
revenge which ought to be a proud assertion to
continue life. You must readily show the world
and all our enemies that despite everything we
are here to stay. Your revenge must be in working
and toiling for your own land. You must create
and build, dance and sing, open yourselves to
life, to living and labor.”* (Samuel Gringauz)

1. She’erit Hapletah — The Surviving Remnant

Between 1945 and 1950, a shifting and diverse population of almost a quarter
million Jews resided under Allied protection and surveillance on German
territory. Declared judenrein (areas cleared of Jews) in 1943, this “blood-
soaked” German soil now saw the emergence of Jewish life, sometimes in
places where no Jews had resided before the war.? Camps for Jewish Displaced
Persons (DPs), located mostly in the American Zone of occupied Germany,
became both a waiting room for further emigration and a temporary center
of vibrant Jewish life. Notwithstanding the frustrations of a stateless waiting
existence, these camps made possible an unexpected efflorescence of a deci-
mated Eastern European Yiddish culture, with schools, kindergartens, youth
movements, cultural and religious life, and Zionist activism. All together,
approximately 300,000 Jewish DPs gathered in and moved through occupied
Germany, Austria, and Italy between 1945 and 1949; those who found them-
selves on German soil clearly constituted the majority — and the documents
in this volume tell their story. Chaotic postwar conditions and a highly mobile
population make it impossible to offer a truly accurate count. Our numbers
reflect the range of historical consensus.

1  Landsberger Lager-Cajtung, October 8, 1945 (no. 1), 3, in: YIVO Archives, New York,
Jewish DP Periodicals, acc. no. 015004285, reel 1 (transl. by A.J. Patt).

2 See esp. the texts in Michael Brenner, After the Holocaust: Rebuilding Jewish Lives in
Postwar Germany, Princeton, NJ, 1997.
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12 Introduction

In a broader context, Jewish DPs were part of a larger population of several
million people of different ethnic or national origins driven from their homes
by the war. By fall 1945, the allied victors had managed “in a near miracle in
logistics” to repatriate about six million of the eight million persons defined
as “displaced” and eligible for return to their former homes. By January
1946, a group of about one “last million” “unrepatriables” remained in western
territory, mainly in the DP camps of the American and British zones.> Some
20 percent were children; many of them, in postwar euphemistic language,
“unaccompanied,” meaning separated from family, orphaned, or abandoned.
About half, 400,000-500,000, were non-Jewish Poles and Polish Ukrainians,
and about 175,000-200,000 were Balts (from Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania)
unwilling to return to their Sovietized homelands.* There were also Hun-
garians and Yugoslavs, some Greeks, Bulgarians, Czechs, Slovaks, and even
Iranians and Turks.

The remaining “displaced persons” were, for the most part, Jews — an
unanticipated presence and problem for both the Allies and the Germans.
Survivors of Nazi extermination and forced exile in the Soviet Union, they
constituted the most significant and visible part of the Sheerit Hapletah,
the “surviving remnant” of European Jewry, as they named themselves in
a clear demonstration of agency. The term She’erit Hapletah, a reference to
the writings of the biblical prophets promising that there would be a “saving
remnant after the destruction,” had been used during the war in the Yishuv
(prestate Palestine) to refer abstractly to those Jews who would survive the
war.’ In the immediate aftermath of the war, the term was also used by the

3 David Nasaw, The Last Million: Europe’s Displaced Persons from World War to
Cold War, New York 2020, 8f,; Atina Grossmann, Jews, Germans, and Allies: Close
Encounters in Occupied Germany, Princeton, NJ, 2007, 131£. For a general analysis
of massive postwar displacement, see William I. Hitchcock, The Bitter Road to
Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe, New York 2008; Gerard Daniel
Cohen, In War’s Wake: Europe’s Displaced Persons in the Postwar Order, New York
2012; and in particular on the entanglement of liberation, repatriation, and the
rapidly emerging politics of the Cold War, Keith Lowe, Savage Continent: Europe in
the Aftermath of World War II, New York 2012.

4 On particularly Baltic and Ukrainian DPs who resisted repatriation, see Nasaw, The
Last Million; Anna Holian, Between National Socialism and Soviet Communism:
Displaced Persons in Postwar Germany, Ann Arbor, Mich., 2011.

5 Inthe Hebrew Bible, the use of the term links the notions of destruction and redemp-
tion - e.g., the prophet Micah: “In that day - declares the Lord - I will assemble the
lame/And will gather the outcast/ And those I have treated harshly;/And I will turn
the lame into a remnant/And the expelled into a populous nation./ And the Lord will
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She’erit Hapletah — The Surviving Remnant 13

American-Jewish chaplain, Rabbi Abraham Klausner, who compiled detailed
lists of survivors he met in the camps he surveyed in the American Zone of
Germany, publishing them under the series title She’erit Hapletah.®

The Jewish Displaced Persons were the remnant of a catastrophe, khurbn,
as the predominantly Yiddish speaking survivors named it, that had killed
roughly two-thirds of the prewar European Jewish population. In 1933,
approximately 9 million or 60 percent of 15 million Jews worldwide lived in
Europe, 3.3 million in Poland alone. By 1950, only 3 million, or one-third, of
Europe’s prewar Jewish population remained, of whom likely two-thirds lived
in the Soviet Union. For several years, from 1945 to 1948 and into the early
1950s, a significant remnant of Europe’s surviving Jewish community came
to live in prolonged transit as displaced persons, mostly on occupied German
territory.

Some liberated Jews decided to return first to their countries of origin
to search for family and determine what remained of their prewar homes.”
Others refused any repatriation (return to one’s country of origin), initially a
key goal of the allied military forces and UNRRA, short for United Nations
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. The Allies had not counted on
the existence of a significant number of Jewish survivors who refused to go
“home” to places that were no longer home but rather a “vast graveyard” of
destroyed families, communities, and dispossessed property on generally

reign over them on Mount Zion/Now and forevermore.” (Mic 4:6f.) Isaiah also uses
the term to convey the notion of destruction and redemption: “And the survivors of
the House of Judah that have escaped shall regenerate its stock below and produce
boughs above. For a remnant shall come forth from Jerusalem,/Survivors from Mount
Zion./The zeal of the Lord of Hosts/Shall bring this to pass.” (II Kgs 19:30f.)

6  Klausner’s name lists played a vital role in reuniting families separated by the war and
also helped facilitate communication with the surviving remnant before a DP press
developed. The sixth volume of She’erit Hapletah, published in 1946, contained the
names of 61,387 Jews who survived the Holocaust. Avinoam J. Patt, “The People Must
Be Forced to Go to Palestine”: Rabbi Abraham Klausner and the Surviving Remnant
in Postwar Germany, in: Holocaust and Genocide Studies 28 (2014), no. 2, 240-276.

7  According to David Engel, the Jewish population of postwar Poland was in flux
after the war, both due to the arrival of successive waves of refugees from the Soviet
Union (and some returnees from Central Europe) and because of two great surges
of emigration out of Poland. Although “between 266,000 and 281,000 Jews set foot
on Polish territory at some time between July 1944 and July 1946, by “mid-1947,
however, only about 90,000 remained” David Engel, Art.Poland Since 1939, in:
Gershon David Hundert (ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe, 2 vols.,
New Haven, Conn., 2008, here vol. 2, 1404-1411, here 1407.
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14 Introduction

hostile terrain. Survivors had learned that nationality or citizenship from the
prewar period were no guarantee of the protections expected from national
citizenship; the wartime loss of protection and rights carried over into the
postwar period. They preferred statelessness under Allied control to a return
to homes that no longer existed and citizen status that would not protect them.

These Jewish survivors differed from other groups of DPs in significant
ways that frustrated Allied plans for repatriation. They had no homes to
return to because the Nazis and their collaborators had murdered their
families, obliterated their communities, and looted their property. If they did
return, they confronted hostility and virulent antisemitism, including, espe-
cially in Poland, physical violence, perpetrated against them by their former
neighbors. Jews who had managed to escape eastward to the Soviet Union and
now moved westward again to return to their countries of origin also faced
new dangers. Lacking safety and protection there, they continued on into the
Allied, mainly American, zones, thus noticeably increasing the number of
Jewish DPs on German soil from initially under 100,000 up to about 250,000.
In fact, by 1946-1947, Jews who had survived in the far reaches of the Soviet
Union constituted the majority of the DPs in U. S.-occupied Germany.

Jewish Displaced Persons were forced to grapple with their new status as
“DPs,” signaling their displacement from whatever remained of their former
“homes” as well as from the international filing system and national catego-
ries of citizenship. They were forced to navigate a befuddling bureaucratic
complex of occupation and relief organization authorities, while still deeply
traumatized by the devastation of the war. Nevertheless, Jewish DPs formed a
vibrant, active, and fiercely independent community that played a central role
in the postwar “rebirth” of European Jewry.® They were quite influential in
setting the agenda for Jewish life in the aftermath and beginning the process
of memorializing the khurbn they had barely survived. At the same time,
they took on a prominent role in shaping diplomatic negotiations ultimately
leading to the founding of the State of Israel.

The immediate postwar years therefore present a fascinating period for
examining the nature of Jewish as well as transnational aid organizations’
responses to calamity, as survivors began to come to terms with the violent

8 For an overview on the history of Jewish DPs see, e.g., Zeev W. Mankowitz, Life
Between Memory and Hope: The Survivors of the Holocaust in Occupied Germany,
Cambridge 2002; Grossmann, Jews, Germans, and Allies; Margarete Myers Feinstein,
Holocaust Survivors in Postwar Germany, 1945-1957, New York 2010; Avinoam J.
Patt/Michael Berkowitz (eds.), “We Are Here”: New Approaches to Jewish Displaced
Persons in Postwar Germany, Detroit, Mich., 2010.
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She’erit Hapletah — The Surviving Remnant 15

destruction of prewar European Jewish life and communities, engaged in
collective and individual mourning for lives lost, and charted a course for the
Jewish future. As many of the documents in this collection show, survivors
succeeded in creating (and re-creating) elements of prewar Jewish life that had
been destroyed during the war. The DP camps provided a makeshift space in
which to recover and create new families. The remarkable boom in marriages
and births among Jewish DPs is probably the most noted evidence of this
“Life Reborn”® At the same time, as the records of Jewish petitions for the
services of German nannies or cleaners show (Documents 49 and 50 in this
collection), the refugee camps also became sites of encounters, both quotidian
and fraught, with defeated Germans and victorious Allies. They offered an
opportunity to venture into the partially destroyed but still enticing cities
of defeated Germany (especially Munich, Berlin, and Frankfurt am Main),
where survivors could not only exchange goods on the “black market” but also
attend university classes or go to the theater, another facet of “return to life”
for the overwhelmingly young survivors who felt, after all they had endured, a
zest for a kind of “normal” life that they had been denied.

This introduction examines the situation confronting Jewish survivors
in the immediate aftermath of the war in Europe, the early organization of
the surviving remnant in the Jewish DP camps, and the political, cultural,
and social questions that affected the growing population of survivors in
postwar Germany." It also addresses the rapidly expanding historiography
examining this liminal era. As a whole, the volume gestures toward the need
to continue writing an “integrated history” of the DP period. Rather than a
history which relies on the perspectives and sources created by “outsiders,”
this edition argues for a history that will above all incorporate the diverse
voices of the DPs themselves as the survivor population shifted and evolved
from 1945 onward.

The documents are arranged thematically, not chronologically, but the
various sections follow the DP experience through 1945 and right up to 1950.
Although the very last Jewish DP camp, Fohrenwald in Bavaria, did not close
until February 1957, 1950 marks a significant break. On July 17, 1950, a new
representative umbrella organization, the Central Council of Jews in Germany

9 Menachem Z. Rosensaft (ed.), Life Reborn: Jewish Displaced Persons, 1945-1951,
Washington, D.C., 2001.

10 On defining “Holocaust survivors” after the war, see, e.g., Sergio DellaPergola,
Jewish Shoah Survivors: Neediness Assessment and Resource Allocation, in: Dalia
Ofer/Frangoise S. Ouzan/Judy Tydor Baumel-Schwartz (eds.), Holocaust Survivors:
Resettlement, Memories, Identities, New York 2012, 293-314, here 298-300.
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16 Introduction

(Zentralrat der Juden in Deutschland), was founded in Frankfurt am Main
and on December 17, 1950, the Central Committee of Liberated Jews held
its last meeting at its old headquarters in the Deutsches Museum in Munich.
The DP era had not ended with either the establishment of the State of Israel
in 1948 or the Federal Republic in 1949, and in many ways continued well
into the 1950s. But within the context of Jews on German soil, the shift of
representation from Munich to Frankfurt and the change in title of these
institutions from “liberated Jews” to “Jews in Germany” - although tellingly,
not “German Jews” — suggested that the era of transitory life “on the way” to
someplace else now made way for different debates about a possible future for
Jews in a postwar West German nation.

Concerning the range of sources presented in this volume, it is our aim to
juxtapose texts produced by the DPs themselves, mostly originally composed
in Yiddish and sometimes in German, Polish, or Hebrew, with documents
that reflect the point of view of those managing the DP population: outsiders
with their points of view and prejudices, including the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC, or “Joint”), UNRRA, the U.S. Army and
Military Government, GIs and chaplains, Jewish Agency emissaries, British
and American officials, local German authorities, and journalists. Thus, these
sources offer a rich and multi-faceted portrait of how survivors processed
their wartime experience (including at times, the years in the Soviet Union),
imagined their futures, and coped with the frustrations of the waiting life."*

It is our hope that this volume will suggest directions for future research
on one of the most fascinating, and still under-examined periods of 20th cen-
tury Jewish history. As it stands, the sources gathered here, some completely
unknown, others familiar only to specialists in the burgeoning field of
DP studies, shed light and raise new questions about critical aspects of modern
Jewish history, Holocaust studies, German, European, and Anglo-American
history in the immediate post Second World War era as well as the broader
and ever more relevant field of “refugee studies.”

11 Markus Nesselrodt is one of the few historians to have made extensive use of Yiddish
as well as Polish language press sources in his study. Markus Nesselrodt, Dem Holo-
caust entkommen: Polnische Juden in der Sowjetunion 1939-1946, Berlin/Boston,
Mass., 2019.
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Voices from the DP Era 17

2. Voices from the DP Era
Liberation and Repatriation, 1944-1945

Beginning in the summer and fall of 1944, as Allied troops moved across
Europe in a series of offensives against Nazi Germany, they encountered tens
of thousands of concentration camp prisoners. Soviet forces were the first
to approach a major Nazi camp, reaching Majdanek near Lublin, Poland,
in July 1944. The Soviets also overran the sites of the Belzec, Sobibor, and
Treblinka killing centers, which the Germans had already dismantled in
1943 after they and their collaborators had murdered most of the Jews of
Poland. When the Soviets liberated Auschwitz in January 1945, they found
only several thousand emaciated prisoners. The Nazis had forced the majority
of Auschwitz prisoners to march westward in what would become known
as “death marches” (See Israel Kaplan’s account of the “March from the
Kaufering Camps,” near Dachau, in Document 1.)

In the months that followed, Soviet forces liberated further camps in
the Baltics and Poland, as well as the Stutthof, Sachsenhausen, and Ravens-
briick concentration camps on German soil. American forces liberated the
Buchenwald concentration camp near Weimar, Germany, in April 1945, a
few days after the Nazis had begun evacuating the camp. They also liberated
Mittelbau-Dora, Flossenbiirg, Dachau, and Mauthausen. British forces lib-
erated concentration camps in northern Germany, including Neuengamme
and Bergen-Belsen. Entering the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, near
Celle, in mid-April 1945, they found some 60,000 prisoners alive, most in
critical condition because of a typhus epidemic. More than 10,000 of them
died within weeks, from the cumulative effects of their ordeal, disease,
and malnutrition, including well-meaning but misguided attempts by the
liberators to feed starving people who were not physically able to tolerate the
rations they were given.

Upon Nazi Germany’s unconditional surrender in May 1945, hundreds
of thousands of Jews throughout Europe still remained in concentration
and forced labor camps, in hiding, in the forests, in armed resistance units,
and in the far reaches of the Soviet Union. As the Allied forces liberated the
camps set up by the Germans, they encountered some eight million people,
foreign nationals who needed Allied assistance and care before they could be
repatriated to their countries of origin. Categorized as displaced persons, they
encompassed forced and voluntary laborers, concentration camp inmates,
and prisoners of war (POWs). Among them, within the borders of the de-
feated German Reich were approximately 90,000 Jews, who had survived Nazi
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forced labor, death camps, and death marches, of whom some 20,000-30,000
perished in the immediate aftermath."

Instantly following the defeat of Germany by the victorious Allied forces
on May 8, 1945, millions of forced laborers, POWs, and other DPs flooded
the roads of Germany driven by the desire to return home. Allied policy
defined a displaced person “as any civilian who because of the war was living
outside the borders of his or her country and who wanted to but could not
return home or find a new home without assistance”** The Allies initially
grouped displaced persons by place of origin, distinguishing between enemy
and Allied countries. As agreed to at Yalta in February 1945, the “Big Three”
divided Germany and Austria into American, British, and Soviet zones of
occupation, with a small area in the southwest of Germany carved out for a
French Zone. More than half of the Jewish DPs, perhaps 35,000 out of 60,000
who survived the first weeks following liberation, were in the American Zone
of occupation in Germany, many of them around Munich. The other major
group of survivors gathered in the DP camp constructed adjacent to the razed
grounds of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in the British Zone. Authority
over the “care and control” of the DPs in the American Zone remained with
the U.S. Military Government and UNRRA. The latter had already been
established in 1943 to prepare for managing the anticipated mass of DPs
created by National Socialist occupation and war.

In general, Polish and Baltic Jews were the least likely to return to their
home countries, while Jews from Hungary, Romania, France, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and, to a lesser extent, the tiny remnant of Greek camp survivors,
were far more likely to return to their countries following liberation.'* A
survey of the 4,976 residents of the Jewish DP camp at Landsberg taken in
October 1945 indicated that 75.2 percent (3,740) of residents were Polish,
while only 5.7 percent (283) were Hungarian and 3.3 percent (162) Romanian.
A survey taken at the same time in Feldafing indicated that a population drop
from the summer to October 1945 was attributable to the sizable repatriation
of Hungarian and Romanian Jews. It appears that for the most part the Jews
of Hungary and Romania sought to return home following liberation, while

12 Numbers for people classified as displaced vary. Dan Stone, The Liberation of the
Camps: The End of the Holocaust and Its Aftermath, New Haven, Conn., 2015, 19.

13 Arieh Kochavi, Post-Holocaust Politics: Britain, the United States, and Jewish Refu-
gees, 1945-1948. Chapel Hill, NC, 2001, 14.

14 David Bankier (ed.), The Jews Are Coming Back: The Return of the Jews to their
Countries of Origin after WW II, Jerusalem/New York/Oxford 2005.
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the Polish Jews (some 90 percent of the Jews liberated in Germany) were far
more divided on the issue.'®

By September 1945, the Allies had repatriated some six million DPs. Unlike
the Jews, most of the millions of non-Jewish DPs, refugees, slave laborers, and
POWs, still had families and homes waiting for them and thus the decision
to return home was comparatively easier. Roughly one million DPs, mostly
Eastern European nationals who feared repression for their collaboration with
the Nazi regime or who refused to live under Soviet rule refused repatriation.
Jewish DPs contended with different complicated choices.

On Occupied German Soil — Toward the Harrison Report, 1945

Jewish DPs who decided to remain in occupied Germany could either stay in
the DP camps, generally German military barracks, former POW and slave
labor camps, tent cities, industrial housing, apartments, hotels or sanatoria. At
least initially, this might require them to share housing with wartime Nazi col-
laborators. Or, often motivated by the mostly vain hope of finding surviving
family members, they could attempt to leave their assigned accommodation.
The latter route was challenging, to say the least, as the newly liberated DPs
needed permits to travel, transportation was limited, and those who did cross
borders, either zonal or national, in order to return to devastated “homes,” in
Eastern Europe, even if only briefly, generally did so in violation of official
regulations or repatriation procedures. Another way to escape the confines of
camp existence was to settle in German towns and cities, mostly in the vicinity
of DP camps. These so-called “free livers” generally tried to maintain a
DP status that promised some protection from the Germans among whom
they lived and the resources necessary for daily life such as food rations and
aid packets.

Some liberated Jews joined reconstituted prewar German-Jewish com-
munities, although, in the immediate postwar years, the 15,000 or so Ger-
man Jews (who were not classified as DPs), were more likely to make that

15 Mankowitz, Life Between Memory and Hope, 27; idem, The Formation of She’erit
Hapletah: November 1944 - July 1945, in: Yad Vashem Studies 20 (1990), 337-370.
Surveys of the Jewish DP population in the American Zone of Germany from October
1945 confirmed this, indicating that the vast majority (as much as 75 percent) of Jews
who remained in Germany were in fact from Poland (YIVO Archives, New York, RG
294.1 (Leo W. Schwarz Papers), MK 488, reel 8, frames 1032-1037). As of late 1945,
many of those Polish Jews had survived in the Soviet Union.
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commitment. Half of them had survived in the former Reich’s capital Berlin.
When the Western Allies arrived in Berlin in July 1945, the once-vibrant
home of some 160,000 to 200,000 Jews, they discovered only about 6,000 to
7,000 people who had registered as Jews. Some had returned from Auschwitz
or Theresienstadt; many were partners in mixed marriages or were themselves
of mixed descent, and had managed a precarious above-ground existence
during the war, often as forced laborers. Some 1,500 to 1,700 Jews had also
endured the war underground, in hiding or with false papers, as so-called
illegals or U-Boote (submarines). An even smaller number of German Jews
had begun trickling back from exile, or had returned to their former homes
in the uniforms of all four Allied forces.'® With its mix of German and Polish
Jews, survivors and returning refugees, the four-power-occupied “island” in
the midst of the Soviet zone was, as JDC observer Koppel S. Pinson noted,
“a special category all for itself” (Document 24). By late 1945, an influx
of surviving Polish Jews, many of whom had been repatriated from the
Soviet Union and were now in renewed flight from Poland, compounded an
already “complex and confusing” situation (as described by JDC official Philip
Skorneck in February 1946 in Document 25). Jews living in German cities,
whether newly arrived or born as Germans, all faced an uncertain status,
continued anxiety about antisemitism, and, despite some benefits granted
to “victims of fascism,” persistent shortages of scarce resources in housing
and food."”

16 On Jews in the Soviet sector, see, e. g., Philipp Graf, Taking Up the Cause of the Jewish
Collective: Jewish Communists in Berlin’s Soviet Sector during the “Interregnum”
from 1945 to 1950, in: Kata Bohus et al. (eds.), Our Courage: Jews in Postwar Europe
1945-48, Berlin/Miinchen/Boston, Mass., 2021, 158-175; Erik Riedel, Berlin (East):
The City of Jewish Comrades, in: ibid., 176-189.

17 For an overview of Jewish survivors in Berlin, see Grossmann, Jews, Gemans and
Allies, 88-129. A detailed study of Germany as a whole is Ruth Schreiber, The
New Organization of the Jewish Community in Germany, 1945-1952, unpublished
PhD dissertation, Tel Aviv University 1995. While some 36 percent of Jews from
Eastern Europe did try to live in German cities in January 1946, the continuing
housing shortage and reluctance of some newly formed German-Jewish communities
to represent Jews of non-German descent made this option a difficult one. German
Jews also suffered from initially being denied the status of persecuted individuals
and were classified as enemy nationals by the Americans and British, along with
Austrian and Hungarian Jews in some cases. Jael Geis, Ubrig sein — Leben “danach”
Juden deutscher Herkunft in der britischen und amerikanischen Zone Deutsch-
lands 1945-1949, Berlin 1999; Jay Howard Geller, Jews in Post-Holocaust Germany
1945-1953, Cambridge 2004.
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Those who remained in the hastily established DP camps and assembly
centers faced deplorable conditions: crowded makeshift accommodations
without adequate plumbing, food, clothing, and other basic hygiene mea-
sures. UNRRA had not expected to discover significant numbers of Jewish
survivors. Jewish chaplains serving with the American and British military
were among the first Jews to encounter the survivors in the liberated camps,
along with the occasional soldier of the Jewish Brigade, a division from
Palestine serving with the British Army.'* Although the JDC, the largest and
most experienced transnational Jewish aid group, sought to gain access to
the camps as early as May 1945, its first organized group, delayed by military
regulations and the priority assigned to Army “mopping up” operations, did
not enter the American Zone of occupation until August, some three months
later.” This meant that in the earliest stages after liberation, the survivors in
the American Zone depended on the U.S. Army and UNRRA for relief, and
on a small group of Jewish chaplains who played an especially significant role
in tending to and publicizing their urgent needs.

Rabbi Abraham Klausner, a particularly engaged chaplain, inspired
American-Jewish soldiers attending the first postwar Rosh Hashanah services
to support survivors they encountered in Germany and to call for additional
aid from Jewish communities in America (Document 16, letter written by
GI Jerry to his parents in the United States). Klausner reported to his superiors
in the United States on the situation facing Jews in postwar Germany after
visiting thousands of DPs scattered across the American Zone in the first
month after liberation. His June 24, 1945, report to Philip Bernstein, executive
director of the National Jewish Welfare Board, Committee on Army-Navy
Religious Activities, starkly summarized his observations, “Liberated but not
free, that is the paradox of the Jew”:

“There seems to be no policy, no responsibility, no plan for these [...]
stateless Jews [...]. Twelve hours a day I tell my lies. “They will come; I say.
‘When will they come?’ they ask me. UNRRA, JDC, Red Cross - can it be
that they are not aware of the problem? It is impossible [...]. Of what use is

18 On the Jewish Brigade, see Yoav Gelber, The Meeting Between the Jewish Soldiers
from Palestine Serving in the British Army and She’erit Hapletah, in: Yisrael Gutman/
Avital Saf (eds.), She’erit Hapletah, 1944-1948: Rehabilitation and Political Struggle,
Jerusalem 1990, 60-80.

19 Yehuda Bauer, American Jewry and the Holocaust: The American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee 1939-1945, Detroit, Mich., 1981, 291. On the rescue work
of Joseph Schwartz, see Ruth Baki Kolodny, I am Joseph, Your Brother: The Life and
Work of Joe Schwartz, Tel Aviv 2010 [Heb.].
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all my complaining; I cannot stop their tears. America was their hope and
all America has given them is a new camp with guards in khaki. Freedom,

»20

hell no! They are behind walls without hope:

Organizing amongst themselves, Jewish DPs voiced their frustration in letters
to military authorities and Jewish organizations (such as the World Jewish
Congress and the JDC), pleading for assistance from the U.S. Military Gov-
ernment and UNRRA to rectify their miserable situation.”* Liberation came
as a rude awakening for survivors who had hoped to be welcomed by the
world with relief and assistance. Jewish DPs struggled to obtain bearable living
conditions and yearned for contact with the rest of the Jewish world, which
had still largely been denied access to the DP camps by military authorities
seeking to establish order in the chaotic postwar situation.

With the JDC blocked from entering the occupied zone and reluctant to
risk necessary longer-term cooperation with U.S. officials by contravening
military directives, survivors worked together with GIs and Jewish chaplains
to organize help for themselves. Klausner met Zalman Grinberg, a doctor
and a survivor from Kovno, who had commandeered part of a Benedictine
monastery at St. Ottilien for use as a Jewish DP hospital after liberation, and
would become a close colleague in the rebuilding of Jewish life in postwar
Germany during his early work in Bavaria.>* As Grinberg wrote to the World
Jewish Congress (WJC) in May 1945, disappointment with the slow arrival of
relief was evident:

20 June 24, 1945 report of Chaplain Abraham Klausner, A Detailed Report on the
Liberated Jew as He Now Suffers His Period of Liberation Under the Discipline of
the Armed Forces of the United States, in: Archives of the American Jewish Historical
Society, New York, P-879 (Abraham Klausner Papers), box 3, folder 11; also in: Alex
Grobman, Rekindling the Flame: American Jewish Chaplains and the Survivors of
European Jewry, 1944-1948, Detroit, Mich., 1993, 42f.

21 Zalman Grinberg and Puczyc to OMGUS [Office of Military Government, U.S.] and
UNRRA, July 10, 1945, YIVO Archives, New York, RG 294.2 (DP Camps in Ger-
many), MK 483, reel 2, folder 17, frame 340. Grinberg noted that many Ukrainians
who had collaborated with the SS continued to be well fed. The Jewish prisoners, who
had always received the worst nourishment, continued to be malnourished and were
still without proper clothing.

22 Mankowitz, Life Between Memory and Hope, 31. For a transcript of the speech given
by Zalman Grinberg at St. Ottilien on May 27, 1945, see YIVO Archives, New York,
RG 294.1 (Leo W. Schwarz Papers), MK 488, reel 13, folder 104, frames 10-14.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666311574 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



Voices from the DP Era 23

“It has been four weeks since our liberation and no representative of the
Jewish world, no representative from any Jewish organization has come to
be with us after the worst tragedy of all time, to speak with us, to give us
help, and to lighten our burden. We must, ourselves, with our own dimin-
ished strength, help ourselves.”**

Chastened by the absence of any assistance from the Jewish world, Grinberg
and Klausner, with the assistance of representatives from the Jewish Brigade
and other survivors, decided, despite all obstacles, to take matters into their
own hands (Document 3). On July 1, 1945, they established the Central
Committee of Liberated Jews in the American Zone of Germany (CCLJA or
ZK, short for Tsentral komitet) as the official representative body of the Jewish
DPs.** The purpose of the ZK was to champion the interests of the Jewish DPs
and to draw attention to their plight before the U.S. Army and UNRRA, just
as other national groups of displaced persons had done.

The ZK would eventually gain official U.S. Army recognition as “the legal
and democratic representation of the liberated Jews in the American zone”
in September 1946. It focused its work on the survivors’ immediate needs,
including food, shelter, medicine, and security, and addressed the question
of emigration. DP leaders soon reached a consensus that the Zionist dream
of Eretz Israel represented the best solution for the stateless surviving Jews
and that they should be encouraged to prepare themselves for immigration
to Palestine at the earliest point possible.*® This vision was intended both to

23 Dr. Zalman Grinberg, Bericht an den Jidischen Weltkongress, St. Ottilien, May 31,
1945, YIVO Archives, New York, RG 294.1 (Leo W. Schwarz Papers), MK 488, reel 14,
folder 129, 8. Klausner’s requests for medical supplies for the newly formed hospital
organized by Grinberg, were met with replies of “materials unavailable” from the JDC,
leading Klausner to secure supplies on his own through individual contacts. Abraham
Klausner, A Letter to My Children: From the Edge of the Holocaust, San Francisco,
Calif., 2002, 26.

24 The first CCLJA meeting took place in Feldafing DP Camp, near Dachau. See among
many sources, Mankowitz, Life Between Memory and Hope, 47f. and Yehuda Bauer,
The Initial Organization of Holocaust Survivors in Bavaria, in: Yad Vashem Stud-
ies 8 (1970), 127-157. On the early and extensive involvement of American-Jewish
chaplains in the relief efforts and organization of DP institutions, see Grobman,
Rekindling the Flame.

25 Avinoam J. Patt, Finding Home and Homeland: Jewish Youth and Zionism in the
Aftermath of the Holocaust Detroit, Mich., 2009, chap. 1. On efforts at illegal immi-
gration to Palestine, mostly from southern Italy, see Idith Zertal, From Catastrophe
to Power: Holocaust Survivors and the Emergence of Israel, Berkeley, Calif., 1998.
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offer hope for a self-determined future and as a response to the continued
closed-door policy of the United States. The ZK appointed Klausner honorary
President and elected Grinberg as chairman of the executive committee. Josef
Rosensaft, a survivor of Auschwitz and several other camps who had been
liberated from Bergen-Belsen, became leader of the Central Committee of
Liberated Jews in the British Zone.?®

The shocking reports of continuing deprivation and poor organization of
relief sent by DPs, American-Jewish GIs, and chaplains eventually prompted
American officials to take a greater interest in the problem of the displaced
persons. President Harry S. Truman dispatched Earl G. Harrison, Dean of
the University of Pennsylvania Law School and former U.S. Commissioner
for Immigration and Naturalization, to survey conditions in the DP camps.
In his scathing report to Truman, dated August 24, 1945, Harrison asserted
in deliberately provocative terms that the Allies were “treating the Jews as
the Nazis treated them except that we do not exterminate them.” Other
less sensational parts of his report — which we reprint in full because of the
continuing relative obscurity of the entire document beyond that one line
(Document 15) - arguably had even more significant long-term consequences
for Jewish DP life and the future prospects for a Jewish national homeland in
Palestine. Harrison recognized that

“Jews as Jews (not as members of their nationality groups) have been more
severely victimized than the non-Jewish members of the same or other
nationalities,” and added that “[r]efusal to recognize the Jews as such has
the effect [...] of closing one’s eyes to their former and more barbaric perse-
cution, which has already made them a separate group with greater needs.”

In a move that would be crucial both for the immediate organization of Jewish
DP life in occupied Germany and as a legitimization of a future Jewish state
in Palestine, the report acknowledged Jews’ particular experience of genocide
during the war and their stateless plight. Harrison argued that Jews must
be recognized and managed by the U.S. Military Government as a separate
group, distinct from other displaced national groups who had not been
subject to systematic extermination. Indeed, Jews feared, not without justifi-
cation, that given the nation state rubrics with which UNRRA operated, they
would be forced to cohabit with non-Jewish Baltic and Eastern European DPs
who might have collaborated with the Nazis mere months before, and wished

26 On the experiences of survivors in the British Zone, see Hagit Lavsky, New Begin-
nings: Holocaust Survivors in Bergen-Belsen and the British Zone in Germany,
1945-1950, Detroit, Mich., 2002.
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death upon their Jewish compatriots. Harrison proposed that Jews be granted
separate housing in their own camps. He also advocated for the immediate
release of 100,000 immigration certificates to Palestine. As he noted in the
report: “They want to be evacuated to Palestine now, just as other national
groups are being repatriated to their homes. They do not look kindly on the
idea of waiting around in idleness and in discomfort in a German camp for
many months until a leisurely solution is found for them.”

The widely publicized report would have far-reaching consequences for
the future of Jewish DPs, the Zionist movement, and the drive to establish the
new State of Israel. Following Harrison’s revelations, American authorities,
under the leadership of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, worked to ameliorate
conditions for Jewish DPs, establish separate camps and appoint an adviser
on Jewish affairs. Eight months later, the joint Anglo-American Committee of
Inquiry (AACI), after a months-long fact-finding mission in the Middle East
and the DP camps, also recommended (unsuccessfully) that 100,000 immi-
gration certificates to British Mandate Palestine be granted to Jewish DPs. It
additionally envisioned (equally unsuccessfully) a multinational future for
the Mandate with co-existence among Jews, Christians and Muslims in a
territory sacred to all and without either an “Arab state” or a “Jewish state”
(Document 18). The combined effects of American-Jewish pressure, the
Harrison Report, and the continued restriction of immigration to the United
States and Palestine resulted in a significant improvement of conditions for
Jewish DPs gathered in the American Zone, whose Jewish population would,
in another unexpected development, greatly expand in the months after the
release of Harrison’s report.

“Infiltrees”: Further Influx from the East

Over the course of 1945 and into 1946, many Jews, who were not liberated on
German soil or had tried to return to their former homes after liberation, along
with a large number of those who had survived in the Soviet Union before
being repatriated, escaped Poland and other Eastern European countries.
They journeyed on their own or with the Brihah (Heb., Escape), a semi-clan-
destine Zionist organization that hoped to facilitate illegal immigration of
European Jews to Palestine.”” It initially focused on helping Jewish “infiltrees,’
as the Allies called them, into the American Zone. After the Harrison Report,

27 David Engel, Ben shihrur li-vrihah: Nizolei ha-shoah be-polin ve-ha-ma’avak ’al
hanhagatam, 1944-1946 [Between Liberation and Escape: Survivors of the Holocaust
in Poland and the Struggle over Their Leadership, 1944-1946], Tel Aviv 1996.
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American officials had become more willing to police their zone’s borders
with “one eye closed”

Jews who remained in or returned to Poland after the war had hoped
to find surviving family and to reclaim property, but instead encountered
continued antisemitic violence, economic hardship, and an increasingly
restrictive new Communist regime.”® They concluded that there was no
future for them in Europe and that entering the western occupation zones
of Germany would allow them to continue their route overseas. Indeed, the
great majority of the Eastern European DPs who gathered in the DP camps
and communities of the American Zone and in the U.S. sector of Berlin were
in fact not direct survivors of the Nazi “Final Solution.” Rather, these so-called
infiltrees were Eastern European Jews, mostly from Poland, with a remarkable
and complicated wartime history of flight and multiple displacements.*

These previously Polish Jews had fled the advancing Wehrmacht in
September 1939, across newly demarcated borders into the Soviet Union, or
they had found themselves, as a result of the division of Poland mandated by
the Nazi-Soviet Pact, on newly Sovietized territory. In 1940, these Polish Jews
had been “deported to life” in special labor camps in Siberia or other remote
parts of the Soviet interior. In the summer of 1941, they had been granted
“amnesty, along with all Polish citizens, when the Germans invaded the
USSR, and they fled further, into completely unfamiliar territory in Central
Asia. After the war ended, they were repatriated to a devastated Poland with
pitifully few Jewish survivors.

Only then did they realize that, as harsh as their fate had been, in a Soviet
exile, where many had perished from hunger, forced labor, and disease, they
were the “lucky” ones, who had been spared the systematic extermination of
those left behind in Nazi-occupied Europe. And yet, having survived the war
and escaped the Nazis, they still faced renewed and sometimes murderous
persecution in postwar Poland, precipitating renewed flight, both before and
after the notorious Kielce pogrom in July 1946.%° They escaped once again,

28 On the experiences of Jews who survived in the USSR, their repatriation to and
subsequent flight from Poland, and their impact on the shifting demographics,
culture, and politics of the Jewish DP population see Eliyana R. Adler, Survival on
the Margins: Polish Jewish Refugees in the Wartime Soviet Union, Cambridge 2020;
Mark Edele/Sheila Fitzpatrick/Atina Grossmann (eds.), Shelter from the Holocaust:
Rethinking Jewish Survival in the Soviet Union, Detroit, Mich., 2017; Katharina
Friedla/Markus Nesselrodt (eds.), Polish Jews in the Soviet Union (1939-1959):
History and Memory of Deportation, Exile, and Survival, Boston, Mass., 2021.

29 For a concise overview, see Nasaw, The Last Million, 235-260.

30 Joanna Tokarska-Bakir, Cries of the Mob in the Pogroms of Rzeszéw (June 1945),
Cracow (August 1945), and Kielce (July 1946) as a Source for the State of Mind of
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now to the safety of the American Zone of occupied Germany, either in
groups organized by the Brihah or on their own. There, at last, these postwar
refugees from Soviet-controlled Poland were accepted as DPs, and integrated
into the already-existing community of survivors, melding into the surviving
remnant.

Despite their numbers and indeed their prominence in cultural and
political life, their experiences were subsumed in the even more horrifying
stories of the direct survivors and into the broader community of the She’erit
Hapletah. At the time, although less so in later memory and historiography,
the influx from Poland of repatriates who had survived in the Soviet Union
and their integration into the DP camps, along with others who had not been
liberated on German soil, such as former partisans and Jews who had survived
in hiding or by passing as “Aryans,” was an obvious part of everyday life, as
noted, for example, by the JDC oftficial Koppel S. Pinson in his 1947 report on
“Jewish Life in Liberated Germany” (Document 24).

With the arrival of some 150-200,000 Jews fleeing continued persecution
and antisemitism in Eastern Europe, the Jewish DP population reached 250-
300,000 in Germany, Italy, and Austria by the beginning of 1947. A distinctly
low estimate by the JDC counted approximately 185,000 in Germany, 45,000
in Austria, and 20,000 in Italy. Young adults constituted a disproportionately
high percentage of the surviving population. Reports and surveys consistently
estimated the proportion of Jewish DPs aged 15-30 at more than half and
often above 80 percent of the total Jewish population.’* Especially before the

the Participants, in: East European Politics and Societies 25 (2011), no. 3, 553-574;
Barbara Engelking, Unbequeme Wahrheiten: Polen und sein Verhiltnis zu den
Juden, Frankfurt a.M. 2009; Jan T. Gross, Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland after
Auschwitz, Princeton/Oxford 2007; Anna Cichopek-Gajraj, Beyond Violence: Jew-
ish Survivors in Poland and Slovakia 1944-1948, Cambridge 2014. On the Kielce
pogrom, see Joanna Tokarska-Bakir, Cursed. A Social Portrait of the Kielce Pogrom,
transl. by Ewa Wampuszyc, Ithaca, NY, 2023 (first Warsaw 2018); Feliks Tych/Monika
Adamczyk-Garbowska (eds.), Jewish Presence in Absence: The Aftermath of the
Holocaust in Poland 1944-2010, Jerusalem 2014.

31 For example, a survey of Jewish DPs in Bavaria taken in February 1946 found that
83.1 percent were aged 15-40, with over 40 percent aged 15-24, and 61.3 percent
19-34. JDC, Jewish Population in Bavaria, February 1946, in: YIVO Archives, New
York, RG 294.1 (Leo W. Schwarz Papers), MK 488, reel 9, folder 57, frame 581. A study
by the JDC of Jews in the American Zone in Germany over one year after liberation
found 83.1 percent between the ages 6-44. Idem, Jewish Population, U.S. Zone
Germany, November 30, 1946, in: YIVO Archives, New York, RG 294.1 (Leo W.
Schwarz Papers), MK 488, reel 9, folder 57, frame 682. Again, we must stress that
there are no precise statistics.
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arrival of Jews who had been in the Soviet Union, many of the young DPs were
sole survivors of once large families.

Common Experience and Differences

The nature of the surviving population also shifted as many more Jews who
had survived the war in far-flung exile in the Soviet Union began to arrive in
the DP camps. Some had made the trek in family groups with young children
born in Central Asia or on the trek back to Poland or from Poland to the West-
ern zones. Because the DPs were a population in constant transition — highly
mobile, hoping for departure, waiting for immigration options - the notion
of a postwar community of survivors was in flux. The Sheerit Hapletah existed
as a collective, but the individuals who composed it were constantly changing.
Nonetheless, a sense of collective identity as part of the “surviving remnant,”
amplified by their homogenizing classification as “displaced persons” by the
Western Allies, transcended their highly varied trajectories. And while not
necessarily Zionist, it was, as diverse sources demonstrate, nurtured by an
intense sense of common struggle and loss of family and prewar communities,
common hope for the future, and, not least, a common sense of abandonment
that fed into an inchoate vision of a Zionist future — even if the desired or
ultimate destination would not be Palestine or a state of Israel.*?

Jews throughout Europe also engaged in multiple other activities which
similarly indicated their collective commitment to “redeeming the future”
Survivors set the agenda for forms of Holocaust commemoration, religious
responses to the catastrophe, political engagement, reconstruction of families,
publishing, and documentation that would define the ways in which survivors
carried their wartime experiences to new communities around the world.
They demanded justice from the perpetrators and meted out justice among
themselves. They created new rituals, salvaged old documents, and recorded
the recent destruction to ensure that Jews, and not their perpetrators, would
tell their story.

The construction of a shared identity among the surviving remnant did
elide important differences that existed between and among individuals
and communities who had been lumped together as Jews under the Nazis’
antisemitic policies. Survivors categorized as Jews were, of course, affected
by such differences in age, gender, family situation, education, economic

32 On this concept of “identity;” see, among multiple other sources, Avinoam J. Patt, Our
Courage: The Meaning of Zionism for Survivors in the Aftermath of the Holocaust,
in: Bohus et al. (eds.), Our Courage, 286-301.
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means, communal standing, ideological conviction, religious belief, national
framework, and wartime situation.>® This confusion was especially apparent
in the situation of the small population of approximately 15,000 German Jews,
half of whom lived in Berlin, many of them elderly, intermarried, or the off-
spring of mixed marriages. Their relationship to the mostly Polish Jewish DPs
was complicated, marked by mutual distance and mistrust but not, however,
as separate or antagonistic as often portrayed (Documents 25, 60 and 67).
The Nazi regime’s policies of persecution and mass murder had directly
impacted Jews in 21 countries, across the Nazi orbit and the satellite states.
Thus, the manner and pace with which the German authorities implemented
their anti-Jewish policies differed dramatically. Likewise, the nature of Ger-
man rule in a given area — whether military or civil administration, and the
extent to which local authorities participated in implementing anti-Jewish
policies — were also factors conditioning survival, as were ethnic relations,
the size of the Jewish population, and geography.** On an individual level,
factors like knowledge of languages, connections, financial means, physical
appearance, and pure luck often meant the difference between life and death.*
Furthermore, most of the so-called “infiltrees” had survived under
extremely harsh conditions in the unoccupied Soviet Union, first in Stalinist

33 Isaiah Trunk, Jewish Responses to Nazi Persecution: Collective and Individual
Behavior in Extremis, New York 1979. Trunk suggests multiple factors that would
have affected the way in which Jews responded to persecution. In Nazi Germany and
the Jews, 2 vols., New York, 1997/2007, Saul Friedlander argues for an “integrated”
history of the Holocaust that takes the broader historical, social, economic and
cultural contexts into consideration, and incorporates the distinct perspectives of
victims, perpetrators, and bystanders. Friedldnder also addresses the complexity of
“Tewish reactions.” Likewise, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum series,
“Jewish Responses to Persecution,” presents archival sources that reflect the diverse
nature of Jewish life in prewar and wartime Europe.

34 On the toxic confluence of factors that could lead to mass death of Jews in the Second
World War, see, e.g., Omer Bartov, Anatomy of a Genocide: The Life and Death of a
Town Called Buczacz, New York 2019.

35 For the variants in the pace, timing, character, and number of victims of the Nazi
persecution of Jews in different European countries, see, e.g., David Bankier/Israel
Gutman (eds.), Nazi Europe and the Final Solution, Jerusalem 2003; Helen Fein,
Accounting for Genocide: National Responses and Jewish Victimization during the
Holocaust, New York 1979; David Wyman (ed.), The World Reacts to the Holocaust,
Baltimore, Md., 1996. For a more recent study of individual choices made by Jews
that might impact survival chances, see Evgeny Finkel, Ordinary Jews: Choice and
Survival during the Holocaust, Princeton, NJ, 2017.
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labor camps and special settlements in the Soviet interior (generally referred
to as Siberia) and then in Soviet Central Asia,*® before their repatriation to
Poland, now Communist-dominated and marked by new borders. Formerly
German “recovered” Lower Silesia was declared a destination for postwar
Jewish life. This strange borderland had previously served as a home to many
German Jews, who were now almost all gone or dead. Now it was populated
by Polish Jews who had never lived there but whose homes and families
in other parts of Poland had been destroyed during the war. The postwar
Jewish community in Poland’s Lower Silesia briefly flourished as a center
of survivor culture at the same time and alongside the much better-known
DP camps.”

All these differences in prewar and wartime experiences notwithstand-
ing, a profound sense of connectedness and agency formed among the surviv-
ing remnant. Jewish DPs shared an aggrieved frustration with their collective
postwar fate, a bitterness focused on their stateless refugee existence, the
apparent indifference of the international community to their plight coupled
with rage at the British refusal to countenance immigration to Palestine even
after its own representatives on the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry
had called for 100,000 entry permits. Despite internal divisions around
myriad issues from the suitability of playing soccer on Sabbath, the provision
of sufficient kosher food, and relationships with Germans to degrees of insis-
tence on Aliyah (Heb., ascent, meaning the immigration of a Jew) to Palestine,
the intense need to build a new life in the aftermath of catastrophe created a
strong connection to the broader survivor and European Jewish community.
The tiles on a list of Yiddish camp newspapers - Our World, Our Goal, Our
Word, Our Hope, Our Front, Our Courage, Our Voice, Our Struggle, and Our
Way - signal that they were “written by Jews for one another,” as a “forum” for

“Jews who were bound together by their wartime sufferings”**

36 Adler, Survival on the Margins.

37 Kamil Kijek, Reichenbach/Rychbach/Dzierzoniéw: A Center for Jewish Life in
Poland in a Period of Transition, 1945-1950, in: Bohus et al. (eds.), Our Courage,
104-117; idem, Aliens in the Lands of the Piasts: The Polonization of Lower Silesia
and its Jewish Community in the Years 1945-1950, in: Tobias Grill (ed.) Jews and Ger-
mans in Eastern Europe: Shared and Comparative Histories, Berlin/Boston, Mass.,
2018, 234-256; Bozena Szaynok, The Beginnings of Jewish Settlement in Lower
Silesia after World War II (May 1945-January 1946), in: Acta Poloniae Historica 76
(1997), 171-195.

38 Ruth Gay, Safe Among the Germans: Liberated Jews after World War II, New Haven,
Conn., 2002, 62f.
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Everyday Life Between Politics and Culture

Regulated and observed by their (mostly) American liberators, Jewish DPs
also continually interacted, in uneasy, sometimes cordial, and always prag-
matic ways, in medical and childcare, sports and entertainment, in trade, as
employers and employees (especially nannies and housekeepers), as students
in vocational training and university programs, and in sexual and romantic
relations with non-Jewish partners. 25 percent of Jewish DPs left the camps
and became “free livers” in surrounding German towns. The Bogenhausen
district in Munich, the birthplace of the Nazi Party, housed multiple Jewish
organizations, and its lively “black market” served German, Allied and Jew-
ish customers. While still living in a transitional situation, waiting for the
possibility of emigration, DPs succeeded in creating a vibrant and dynamic
community in hundreds of DP camps and communities across Germany,
Austria, and in smaller numbers in Italy.

Whether in- or outside of the DP camps, and despite the deep scars of
wartime trauma (as recorded in Document 7), this postwar interregnum
gave the overwhelmingly young survivors time to recover physically. They
mourned and, in some cases, managed to reestablish contact with lost family
members. In keeping with prewar Eastern European tradition, they built
an active and contentious autonomous political, cultural, and religious life.
With the assistance of representatives from UNRRA, the JDC, the Jewish
Agency, and other organizations, they established schools throughout the
DP camps. As the population of young people increased with the arrival of
more “infiltrees,” the educational system expanded, with most classes focused
on preparing Jewish youth for a future in the Land of Israel, teaching Hebrew
language, Jewish history, and Jewish literature as well as practical trades.
Despite the misgivings of outside observers, notably among UNRRA but also
JDC aid officials, who objected to focusing on a Zionist agenda, this approach
reflected majority opinion among Jewish DPs, who consistently articulated an
emphatic desire to make Palestine the collective solution to the problem of
Jewish statelessness, even for those individuals or families who did not plan
to go to Palestine.”

39 On education in the DP camps, see Patt, “The Future of the Jewish People”: Youth and
Education in the DP Camps, in: Sharon Kangisser Cohen/Dalia Ofer (eds.), Starting
Anew: Rehabilitation of Child Survivors of the Holocaust in the Early Postwar Years,
Jerusalem 2020, 103-145; Yehuda Bauer, Out of the Ashes: The Impact of American
Jews on Post-Holocaust European Jewry, New York 1989, 211. Bauer also notes that
relations between the ZK and the teachers were “far from smooth” and there were
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The largest camps, including Landsberg, Feldafing, and Fohrenwald in
the American Zone of Germany, and Bergen-Belsen in the British Zone,
boasted, as so many sources in this volume attest, a flourishing if makeshift,
DP press and theater culture, Zionist youth movements, athletic clubs and
historical commissions. Remarkably, this cultural and educational activism
began immediately after liberation in a moment, as Sami Feder, the founder
of the Katset-teater in Belsen put it, of “immense joy mixed with deep sorrow”
(Document 55).

While some survivors abandoned religion in the aftermath, the DP camps
also saw a resurgence of Jewish life after the war, and the establishment of
yeshivas testified to the rebirth of Orthodox Judaism.*® As we see in many of
the documents in chapter 8, the rituals that marked life cycle events (circum-
cision, bar mitzvah, funerals) and the Jewish calendar figured prominently in
the everyday life of virtually all Jewish DPs, including the majority who were
not very observant.

The DPs took an active role in representing their own political interests.
Political parties, mostly Zionist in nature, fought over membership in camp
committees and met at annual congresses of the Sheerit Hapletah while
advocating the immigration of survivors to Palestine. The Orthodox Agudat
Yisrael and the remnants of the Jewish socialist Bundist party were the
exceptions, the latter still hoping to build a future for Jewish workers in the
Diaspora. DP journals and newspapers, represented especially in many of
the documents in chapters 7-9, along with a sophisticated literary culture
incongruously developed in goles daytshland (Exile Germany), also helped
to create “imagined communities” for the survivors. DP camp newspapers,
written in Yiddish, although often in Roman letters due to the postwar
shortage of Hebrew script typefaces, reported on current events, ranging
from wildly popular sports competitions, usually among DP teams but also
with Americans and occasionally even Germans (Document 53), to con-

teachers’ strikes. On Jewish students in German universities, see Jeremy Varon, The
New Life: Jewish Students of Postwar Germany, Detroit, Mich., 2014.

40 Judith Tydor Baumel-Schwartz, The Politics of Spiritual Rehabilitation in the
DP Camps, in: Simon Wiesenthal Center Annual Volume 6 (1989), 7-97. By 1947 the
American Orthodox relief agency Vaad Hatzalah (Rescue Committee) was maintain-
ing 15 rabbinical seminaries (yeshivas) that serviced 1,253 young men and providing
56 talmud torah (religious elementary schools) for children ages five to 14, in which
3,692 students studied with educational volumes provided by the Vaad Hatzalah.
For analysis of survivors' complicated and sometimes ambivalent relationship to
religion and belief in God, see Feinstein, Holocaust Survivors in Postwar Germany;,
64-106.
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flicts with American or British authorities and clashes with local Germans
(Document 72) as well as developments in the Yishuv. Above all, the very
existence of these “transitional gazette[s],” as editor Israel Kaplan put it
already in October 1945 in his impassioned announcement of “A tsaytung, a
tsaytung,” demonstrated the fierce will to live of a Sheerit Hapletah in shock
and mourning: “Yes, we shall now be publishing a paper; we shall write, claim,
make observations about everyone and everything, which we demand, must
and want to do, and which our enemies do not will us to” (Document 57)
Yiddish poetry and prose were published in more than one hundred jour-
nals in DP camps, and later in some thirty bound volumes.*! Theater groups -
among them the Katset-teater in Bergen-Belsen (Document 55) — performed
scenes from the ghettos and camps while dressed in striped uniforms and
even toured on international stages (Figure 19). A unique form of often
bitter and sarcastic Jewish humor was also a means of regaining a sense of
normalcy after the war. This striving for “normalcy” was also evidenced by the
creation of numerous theatrical troupes, orchestras and bands, and a hunger
for any form of entertainment (Document 47). As was the case during the
war, humor served as a coping mechanism to deal with suffering and trauma,
and to counter absurdities of the postwar situation. Yiddish writers also
confronted tragic memories directly, often triggered by the most ordinary of
encounters with Germans, illustrated by Malke Kelerikh’s searing evocation
of a woman’s flashback to the suffocation of a whimpering child in a bunker
by adults desperately trying to avoid capture when confronted, a few years
later, with a happy smiling German girl on a train (Document 69). Jewish DPs

41 In her work on Yiddish writers in the DP camps, Tamar Lewinsky also points to
the problem faced by authors in creating and re-creating Jewish culture within the
foreign and unthinkable surroundings of goles daytshland (Exile Germany) or goles
bayern (Exile Bavaria), where they nonetheless were forced to operate until a more
suitable, permanent, and hospitable home could be found. In 1947, the Yiddish
writer Hershl Varnoykh published a collection of short stories titled Goles bayern.
Tamar Lewinsky, Displaced Poets: Jiddische Schriftsteller im Nachkriegsdeutschland,
1945-1951, Géttingen 2008, 167; idem, Dangling Roots: Yiddish Language and
Culture in the German Diaspora, in: Patt/Berkowitz (eds.), “We Are Here,” 308-334;
idem (ed.), Unterbrochenes Gedicht: Jiddische Literatur in Deutschland 1944-1950,
transl. by Tamar and Charles Lewinsky, Munich 2011. On Yiddish theater and press
see Ella Florsheim, Words Reaching for Life: Yiddish Culture in Displaced Persons
Camps, Jerusalem 2020 [Heb.]. For a translation into German of selected articles
from a Yiddish journal in the British Zone, see Hildegard Harck (ed.), Unzer Sztyme:
Jidische Quellen zur Geschichte der jiidischen Gemeinden in der Britischen Zone
1945-1947, Kiel 2004.
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were acutely aware of the intense irony of their continued existence in postwar
Germany.*

Some of that often bitter humor poked fun at the DPs’ continued depen-
dence on relief from outside aid agencies like the JDC or UNRRA, as their
stay in Germany dragged on for years, while also lamenting their inefficient
and insufficient assistance and the persistent communication gaps between
the survivors and their American-Jewish co-religionists. Yiddish writers
produced bitingly satirical texts about the clueless actions of aid officials and
organizations as well as the self-inventions of fellow DPs, who, having lost
their past, might create new personas, as depicted in Yiddish writer Baruch
Graubard’s short story (Document 56). JDC work in the American Zone
was in fact marked not only by initial confusion over its mission and delays
in obtaining official permissions but also by constant reorganization and
rotating leadership; there were four zone directors between October 1945 and
January 1947.%

Aid Organizations and Conflicts over Relief

Nonetheless, despite having only inaugurated operations in the American
Zone of Germany in the fall of 1945, by spring 1946 the JDC had managed
to improve the organization of supply distribution and set up functional
relationships with UNRRA and the Central Committee. JDC teams worked
throughout the DP camps under its jurisdiction, as well as in kibbutzim (agri-
cultural settlements) of the Zionist youth movements to provide supplies and
support educational, cultural, and religious activities. Indeed, both UNRRA
and the U.S. Military Government were quite happy to have the JDC take on
so much responsibility for the Jewish DP population, while also bearing the
burden of funding for crucial supplemental aid in goods and services. Still,
as the DP population continued to increase with the birth of babies and the
steady influx from Eastern Europe, growing struggles over the control and
distribution of these goods raised questions of DP independence, self-esteem,
efficiency, and equity in distribution, as well as the critical issue of control
over provision of supplies.**

42 On the particular role of irony and bitter humor among DP survivors, see Avinoam J.
Patt, “Laughter through Tears”: Jewish Humor in the Aftermath of the Holocaust, in:
Eli Lederhendler/Gabriel N. Finder (eds.), A Club of Their Own: Jewish Humorists
and the Contemporary World, New York 2016, 113-131.

43 Klausner, A Letter to My Children, 114.

44 Bauer, Out of the Ashes, 120.
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Grinberg and the leadership of the CCLJA resented the patronizing
attitude of American-Jewish leaders who did not truly understand the needs
of the survivors and felt they could dictate the terms of aid, such as lecturing
them on the evils of ubiquitous “black market” activity or the heavy-handed
tactics of rival Zionist groups. For his part, Leo W. Schwarz, the director of
the JDC’s operations in the American Zone in Germany in 1946 and 1947,
suspected that growing political factionalism among various Zionist political
parties within the Central Committee threatened the equitable sharing of
supplies and therefore struggled to enforce equal representation on the
Central Committee. Following the dismissal of the DPs’ fiercest American
advocate, Chaplain Klausner, and the dispute between the CCLJA and the
JDC, Joseph Schwartz, JDC’s European director, intervened and a compro-
mise was reached in August 1946 that left distribution and control of supplies
to joint management by the JDC and the Central Committee.*®

While some of the dispute between the JDC and the Central Committee
focused on division, control, and allocation of resources, the latter also
resented what it saw as the JDC’s failure to recognize its pivotal role in caring
for the DPs, thereby taking credit for DP organized improvements in health,
education, and welfare.*® For the J]DC, however, relations with the Central
Committee were not the only complicating factor in postwar Germany. The
“Joint” also had to negotiate relationships with other Jewish organizations
representing various constituencies in the DP camps, including the Jewish
Agency, myriad Zionist political parties and youth groups, religious groups
focused on rebuilding Torah Judaism and Hasidic groups, including Vaad
Hatzalah and Agudat Yisra'el. Other aid organizations like HIAS (Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society), ORT (Organization for Rehabilitation through Train-
ing), and the WJC also sought to share credit for relief work in the camps.*’
Not least, however, it was the resources and sheer power of the U.S. Military
Government that facilitated the rebirth of Jewish communal life. This was
shown in the grateful preface to the Survivors’ Talmud published by a Union
of Orthodox Rabbis on German soil by a German printer in 1948 (Docu-
ment 64) under the auspices of the United States Army. At the same time,

45 1Ibid., 122. See memorandum signed by three members of Central Committee on visit
to the United States on January 28, 1947. Also discussed in: Leo W. Schwarz, The
Redeemers: A Saga of the Years 1945-1952, New York 1953, 364.

46 Bauer, Out of the Ashes, 127.

47 TJudith Tydor Baumel-Schwartz has detailed the complexities of navigating religious
life among DPs in postwar Germany for the JDC. Baumel-Schwartz, The Politics of
Spiritual Rehabilitation in the DP Camps.
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yearning for immigration to Eretz Israel was reflected in the pained and angry
revision of the Passover prayer Dayenu (Heb., lit. enough to us) in a Survivors’
Haggadah (Document 62).

Confronted with all these difficulties, the JDC struggled to keep up with
growing needs and spiraling costs. The organization’s 1946 annual report
Year of Survival, for example, highlighted these challenges while touting its
remarkable accomplishments in delivering relief supplies to Jews in postwar
Europe. As the JDC noted with pride in the report, despite “chaotic European
transportation conditions,” it had delivered “some 14,000,000 US dollars
in supplies, including 41,500,000 pounds of foodstuffs, 6,800,000 pounds
of wearing apparel and shoes, and 6,500,000 pounds of other necessities —
medicines and surgical equipment, schoolbooks and educational materials,
blankets and other commodities.” Food deliveries, consisting principally of
high-energy food, such as fish, meat, butter, fats, and sugar, were augmented
by local purchases. Distribution of food during the first half of 1946 was on a
per capita basis, but later in the year after large numbers of infiltrees arrived
destitute and hungry, allocations were based on the degree of need.**

Even so, from the perspective of individual DPs, the JDC, while cele-
brated for offering relief, was still a target for bitter disappointment. Henny
Durmashkin, who sang in the Vilna ghetto and performed extensively with
the St. Ottilien orchestra in DP centers across Germany, lamented the policies
of UNRRA and the Joint, in her song “Joint’]”:

“What good are all these speeches
From Joint and Uncle Sam to me?
You either drop with hunger,

Or take what you see.

These overflowing pledges,

These promises to be,

Have left us still in tatters,
Nothing have we!™*’

48 JDC Archives, New York, Records of the Geneva Office of the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, 1945-1954, folder ADM.594, The Year of Survival, 1946,
Annual Report of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 8.

49 Henny Durmashkin, Joint’l (Munich, August 1949), in: YIVO Archives, New York,
RG-294.1 (Leo W. Schwarz Papers), MK 488, reel 46, folder 536, frame 1214; Shirli
Gilbert, “We Long for a Home”: Songs and Survival among Jewish Displaced Persons,
in: Patt/Berkowitz (eds.), “We Are Here,” 289-307.
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Justice, Documentation, and Commemoration Initiatives

In a difficult, fraught, and painful process, Jewish survivors also claimed
(and reclaimed) agency by taking the administration of justice into their own
hands. They established hundreds of “Honor Courts.” DP courts adjudicated
everyday offenses like egregious “black market” activity or ostentatious con-
sorting with German women and denounced the offenders for fraternizing
with the “ancient enemy Amalek” (Documents 51 and 61). They also sat in
judgement over their own co-religionists who were deemed to have collab-
orated during the war (frequently former members of the wartime Jewish
Councils, members of the ghetto police or informants among their ranks).*
In the DP camps of Western Europe or in the courtrooms of Soviet-dominated
Poland, Jewish survivors faced up to and owned the debate on Jewish respon-
sibility during the war. This form of self-determination was powerful in the
immediate postwar period but often silenced in later historical narratives and
memoirs.**

Such an audacious step led to conflict with Allied authorities who also
wanted to exercise their own jurisdiction over DP offenses (and often did) and
tormented debates about how to judge “choiceless choices.” Yet, survivors
considered it their duty to undertake this burden and not leave the admin-
istration of justice to those who had not experienced or did not fully grasp
the agonizing complexity of Jewish existence under Nazi control. Honor
Courts operated in postwar communities throughout Europe and also in the
autonomous communities of mostly German-Jewish survivors (some 15,000)
that had reestablished themselves shortly after the war. They were also an
important feature of DP camp self-government. This internal autonomy
had been granted by General Joseph McNarney, Eisenhower’s successor as
the head of U.S. Military Government in a special ceremony in the War

50 LauraJockusch/Gabriel N. Finder (eds.), Jewish Honor Courts: Revenge, Retribution,
and Reconciliation in Europe and Israel after the Holocaust, Detroit, Mich., 2015;
Katarzyna Person, Jewish Courts of Honor in the American Zone of Occupied
Germany and the Allied Judiciary, in: Bohus et al. (eds.), Our Courage, 258-273;
Alexandra M. Kramen, Justice Pursued: Jewish Survivors’ Struggle for Holocaust
Justice in Displaced Persons Camp Fohrenwald, 1945-1957, PhD dissertation in
progress, Clark University, Worcester, Mass.

51 Person, Jewish Courts of Honor in the American Zone of Occupied Germany. See
also Feinstein, section on “Justice, Justice, Shall You Pursue” in: Holocaust Survivors
in Postwar Germany, 238-250.
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Room of American Headquarters at the I. G.-Farben-Haus in Frankfurt on
September 7, 1946.

A small but key group of survivors in the DP camps of Germany, Austria,
and Italy, as well as the reconstituted communities in postwar Poland, Hun-
gary, France, and elsewhere, decided to act on a more general sense that
Jews in Europe lived in a unique moment in time, with a short window of
opportunity to document the atrocities of the wars before they dispersed
around the globe to new homes. Such documentation would serve purposes
of memorialization and as evidence to be used in judicial proceedings against
Nazi war criminals. In the American Zone of Germany, Moshe Feigenbaum
and Israel Kaplan, neither of them professional historians, formed the Central
Historical Commission based in Munich, modeled on earlier initiatives of
Jewish historical commissions in Poland and France, to gather individual
testimonies. These early collection projects, which started even before liber-
ation and immediately thereafter, as in the pioneering oral histories recorded
by the American social psychologist David Boder (Document 6), built on
wartime documentation projects, most notably Emanuel Ringelblum’s Oyneg
Shabes (Yidd., joy of the Sabbath) archive hidden underground in the Warsaw
ghetto. In addition, they took up the older tradition of Eastern European
Jewish social history. They aimed to preserve - as perceived by Jewish
victims - the evidence of a catastrophe that was only slowly being grasped in
its full enormity while at the same time already fading into a more universal
memory of general wartime suffering.

The Jewish historical commissions undertook a huge, demanding, and
painful task: to chronicle in rigorous detail a great variety of Holocaust
experiences, survival in ghettos, camps, hiding, and partisan units, already
in the immediate aftermath of events. They formed in cities across postwar
Europe and also in DP camps and communities — the Central Historical Com-
mission in Germany operated out of Munich. Perhaps inevitably, given the
enormity of what the commissions aimed to produce and their determined
claim to agency in writing their own history, the project was incomplete.
The commissions focused on accounts of resistance and the experiences
of Lithuanian and Polish Jews under Nazi occupation in ghettos, camps,
hiding, and with partisan units. Despite the fact that many of its most active
zamlers (Yidd., collectors) and a large portion of the Jewish DP population
had in fact endured the war in the Soviet Union, they included relatively little
documentation of that wartime struggle for survival. In the face of traumatic
memories and the insistent future orientation of DP Zionism, most DPs did
not heed the admonition that they had an obligation to “Remember What
Amalek Has Done to Thee: Collect and Record!,” as a slogan ran at that time
(Document 51). Decades later, however, the remarkable volumes of early
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Jewish research on the catastrophe, khurbn in Yiddish, became the foundation
for the development of the field of Holocaust studies.>

Looking to the Future: “Life Reborn”

As the documents collected in this volume demonstrate, transitory DP life
was shaped by a double consciousness that looked both backward - in
mourning coupled with the drive for justice and revenge — and forward, in the
determination to form new families and a passionate Zionism that imagined a
safe and secure future for the Jewish people in their own land. The Zionist
youth movements, with the assistance of emissaries from Palestine, created a
network of at least 40 agricultural training farms throughout Germany on
the estates of former Nazis and German farmers, demonstrating their ardent
desire for immigration to Palestine and performing an act of symbolic revenge
against the Germans. The early political leadership of the She’erit Hapletah,
composed of many former members of Zionist youth groups who had chosen
to remain in occupied Germany rather than return to Eastern Europe, was
overwhelmingly attuned to the needs of DP youth. In many cases, it was
the surviving members of the Zionist youth movement and political parties
who undertook self-help work and, in turn, became most active among
those seeking to convince survivors not to return to Eastern Europe. Their
prewar and wartime experience made them well-suited to lead the younger
Jewish population that had survived life under German occupation or in the
Soviet Union.

For the young Jewish survivors in the DP camps (primarily under the age
of 35), regardless of whether they had participated in a Zionist youth group
before the war, such kibbutz groups emerged as attractive options, providing
them with the camaraderie, support, and replacement “family” they so des-
perately craved. On the diplomatic level, the high visibility of the kibbutzim
and hakhsharot (Heb., agricultural training farms; Document 26, Figure 6)
and their manifestations of Zionist enthusiasm demonstrated to outside
observers a state of “Palestine passion” on the part of Jewish DPs. While
Zionism could allow them to transcend their current situation through a
focus on the future, it also provided an outlet for activity as their stay in

52 Laura Jockusch (ed.), Khurbn-Forshung: Documents on Early Holocaust Research
in Postwar Poland, Géttingen 2022; idem, Collect and Record! Jewish Holocaust
Documentation in Early Postwar Europe, New York 2012; Natalia Aleksiun, The
Central Jewish Historical Commission in Poland 1944-1947, in: Polin 20 (2008),
74-97.
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Germany dragged on. Young farmers, both female and male, on kibbutzim
could take pride in their collective accomplishments. Agricultural labor not
only prepared them for Aliyah to Eretz Israel but produced tangible results of
their otherwise frustrating waiting life on German soil. Vocational training
schools, established by the ORT as well as by political movements, such as the
Berufsschule opened by the right-wing Zionist Betar movement in Darmstadt
(Document 44), also attracted young DPs hoping to learn trades and occu-
pations. Within the conventional gendered labor system, men would learn
metalworking or auto mechanics and young women nursing, skills that would
be useful for immigration to various new homes. These programs, spear-
headed by DPs and supported by Jewish aid organizations, also depended on
the know-how and services of local Germans as did the maintenance of daily
life within the DP camps.

Indeed, in numerous ways, the visible Jewish presence in postwar Ger-
many, was an affirmation of Jewish resilience and a defiant declaration that
even after the destruction of the Holocaust, the Jewish people could not be
eliminated. This was demonstrated by the parades of baby carriages testifying
to the DP “baby boom,” the focus on the education of Jewish youth, and
the militant call from the partisan anthem that “We Are Here” (Yidd.: mir
zeynen do). The latter was sung, for example, by an overflowing crowd in
the Yiddish theater in Bergen-Belsen in the British Zone, along with the
Zionist hymn Ha-Tikvah (Heb., hope), competing with the obligatory and
much resented intonation of “God Save the King” (Document 56). As Samuel
Gringauz, a leader of the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Germany,
exhorted the young survivors already on the first Yom Kippur after liberation
in September 1945: “You must show the world that we live” (Document 40)

The phenomenon of rapid marriages and a high birth rate was one of
the most visible forms of Jewish resilience, much commented on by relief
workers and celebrated by Jewish organizations, especially the JDC. It served
as a form of symbolic revenge, with the much-photographed baby carriages
(Figure 2) signaling that so soon after the defeat of the Nazi “Final Solution”
which had succeeded in exterminating much of European Jewry, new families
were being formed. It served also as a form of psychological recovery by
which young DPs, who had been deprived of “normal” experiences of growing
up, found comfort and companionship in unions with partners whom they
might not have known - or even loved (“Hitler married us,” they ironically
commented) - very well but with whom they shared an experience of loss and
trauma that they did not necessarily need to articulate.

This experience of shared rebirth also led to another important aspect of
DP everyday life - the daily “close encounters” not only with the Military Gov-
ernment and aid officials, mostly from UNRRA and the JDC, but also with
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the Germans - the people of “Amalek” — among whom they dwelled, even
if sometimes separated by the barbed wire fences surrounding DP camps.
Eventually, at least a quarter of DPs opted to leave those protective and
constraining confines and settle as “free livers” in German cities and towns.
Jews relied on Germans to fulfill a multitude of functions, as physicians and
nurses when Jewish health professionals were in short supply, printers of
their newspapers, owners of workshops where Jews apprenticed, teachers of
trades in vocational schools (Document 44), professors in the universities
where some survivors sought to gain higher education, and most poignantly
perhaps, because so intimate, as housekeepers and nannies for the precious
babies born to Jewish DPs. Many Jewish babies were born in German hospitals
where, in the absence of sufficient Jewish medical personnel, they were cared
for by German doctors and nurses.

Within and outside the DP camps, Jews hired local German nannies and
cleaners as well as plumbers and other maintenance staff to ease the burdens
of everyday life for survivors who took that labor as their due under the motto
“now let the Germans work” (Documents 49 and 50). Jews encountered
Germans in many contexts: as customers and partners in business enterprises,
sometimes as competitors or, rarely, even as teammates, on the sports field.
In a certainly not uncommon practice, officially stigmatized both by com-
munal and religious leaders (Document 61), some (mostly male) Jews found
German romantic or sexual partners, who sometimes eventually became
spouses.’

The “black market” was a key aspect of DP life that was widely known
but rarely discussed, except insofar as it reflected the demoralization of DP
waiting life and the need for Zionist organization and rapid emigration.
Yet, the black or, more accurately, grey market, often blamed on Jewish DPs
who were actually not the major large-scale traders, was an ubiquitous and
necessary part of everyday life in occupied Germany. Given the lack of
any stable currency, supplies from Jewish aid organizations, especially the
JDC, including precious wares of coffee and particularly cigarettes, could be
exchanged for everything from fresh fruits and vegetables to a baby carriage
or a fancy dress. Jewish aid officers and DP leaders continually tried to contain
black market activity while also defending violators from Allied or German
raids and arrests, some of which resulted in violence (Documents 33 and 67).

53 Grossmann, Jews, Germans, and Allies, 184-235. On these interactions, esp. in the
economic realm, see Kierra Mikaila Crago-Schneider, Jewish “Shtetls” in Postwar
Germany. An Analysis of Interactions Among Jewish Displaced Persons, Germans,
and Americans Between 1945 and 1957 in Bavaria, PhD dissertation, University of
California, Los Angeles 2013.
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“Long is the Road”: Toward New Homes, 1946—-1952°*

In the aftermath of the Harrison Report, the British and U.S. victors created
an Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry charged with finding a diplomatic
solution to the Jewish refugee problem in postwar Europe. For its repre-
sentatives, the apparent importance of Zionism for the increasing numbers
of DPs arriving in Germany confirmed the necessity of a Zionist solution.
After beginning their work in Washington and London in January 1946,
members of the commission embarked in February on a tour of Poland and
the DP camps to assess the condition of Jewish survivors.

The committee based its findings in part on surveys conducted among the
DPs, notwithstanding concerns shared by some JDC officials, over the impact
of Zionist propaganda, highlighted by a 1946 UNRRA “census” according to
which 18,072 0of 19,311 respondents insisted that their first, and in many cases
only, acceptable destination was Palestine. This result revealed more about
DPs’ urgent belief in the necessity of a Jewish national homeland in which they
would always be welcome (and, they hoped, rather unrealistically, safe), than
their actual individual preferences. These often focused on the United States
or other places where they could reunite with surviving family members.
However, the committee, which had also toured Palestine, firmly believed,
based on what it had observed among Jewish DPs, that as a collective they
were ardently preparing themselves for a Zionist future.

On April 20, 1946, the AACI issued its report. It recommended

“(a) that 100,000 certificates be authorized immediately for the admission
into Palestine of Jews who have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist perse-
cution; (b) that these certificates be awarded as far as possible in 1946 and
that actual immigration be pushed forward as rapidly as conditions will
permit” (Document 18)

In the face of continued resistance to immigration by other desirable desti-
nations such as the United States, Australia, and Canada, the American and
British committee members concluded that not only were there no other
options but that rapid immigration to Palestine was the truest expression
of the Jewish DPs’ desires: “Furthermore, that is where almost all of them

54 Long is the Road (Lang ist der Weg) is the title of a German/Yiddish language feature
film produced 1947/1948 in Bavaria (with flashback scenes depicting Holocaust
experiences and inserrted documentary footage) about the journey of Jewish sur-
vivors to Landsberg DP Camp in Bavaria. Cilly Kugelmann, “Lang ist der Weg”
Eine jiidisch-deutsche Film-Kooperation, in: Fritz Bauer Institut (ed.), Auschwitz:
Geschichte, Rezeption und Wirkung, Frankfurt a. M. 1996, 353-370.
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want to go. There they are sure that they will receive a welcome denied them
elsewhere. There they hope to enjoy peace and rebuild their lives.”

Yet, the British government rejected the recommendations of their own
representatives, fearing Arab protest and further destabilization of their pre-
carious mandate.>® As their sojourn in Europe dragged on, DPs staged mass
protests condemning the British blockade of Palestine and participated in the
illegal immigration organized by the Mosad le-Aliyah Bet (Institution for the
Second Aliyah) movement to Palestine, most noticeably in the Exodus affair
in the summer of 1947 (Document 21). Jews were increasingly embittered by
their “waiting, waiting, waiting” existence, as noted in the DP film Lang ist
der Weg, and by the ways in which whatever Allied support they had been
able to count on was giving way to new and already intensifying Cold War
geopolitical realities. The Americans were turning away from a politics of
denazification, justice, and restitution, and toward closer cooperation with
the former enemy in the service of anticommunism and German economic
reconstruction. This rapidly changing political climate was threatening to end
what Samuel Gringauz later termed the “golden age” of Allied sympathy and
support for Jewish DPs.>¢

In February 1947, the British referred the problem of Palestine to the
United Nations. Following the drama of the Exodus affair, and the work and
report of the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, the United
Nations voted for the partition of Palestine on November 29, 1947. At the same
time, the UN recommended that the problem of the DPs, by now expanded
to some 250,000 due to the substantial influx of “infiltrees” from Poland, be
dealt with through immigration of DPs to Palestine in line with its prospective
“absorptive capacity” When the United Nations voted for the partition plan
and when the State of Israel was proclaimed on May 14, 1948, Jews across
Europe greeted the news with great enthusiasm and many left or made plans
to leave for the new Jewish state. Survivors in the DP camps celebrated and
the Central Committee declared that “on the ruins of the Diaspora will arise
the Jewish state, which will represent the most beautiful ideals of our people
and will give the possibility to return the Jewish masses of the historical past
and the coming future. With the help of the Jewish state the Jewish camps in
Germany will be liquidated and the Jewish people will return to the family of

»57

free nations after 2000 years.

55 On relations with the British, see esp. Lavsky, New Beginnings.

56 Samuel Gringauz, Our New German Policy and the DPs: Why Immediate Resettle-
ment is Imperative, in: Commentary 5 (1948), no. 6, 508-514, here 509.

57 Yidishe tsaytung, December 16, 1947. Quoted from: Patt, Finding Home and Home-
land, 236.
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However, displaced Jews' enthusiasm for Zionism was not necessarily
ideological nor did it mean that they all wanted to emigrate to Palestine
and then Israel. The Zionist dream instead filled a symbolic and emotional
need for a positive vision of the future for the Jewish people. It also provided
some much-needed practical solutions to many everyday problems. Young
survivors especially, lacking training and missing community and family
ties, found a home in Zionist peer-culture.®® American officials, unlike the
British, were willing to support the Zionist dream and to tolerate the flight
of “infiltrees” from Poland into American Zone DP camps. They did so at
least partly because the camps provided a kind of “holding environment”
for those who would not be admitted to the United States and because the
formation of a Jewish state in Palestine provided a viable and compelling
alternative destination. As such, Zionism emerged as the dominant political
and ideological trend among Jews in postwar Europe, even as many survivors
still pursued the goal of eventually settling in the United States.

Following the passage of the UN partition plan and the creation of the State
of Israel, a sizable portion of the Jewish DP population began to immigrate
to the new state, as many as two-thirds by some estimates.* They constituted
some 70 percent of the 244,000 immigrants who arrived in Israel in 1948 and
1949. A significant percentage of the younger segment participated in fighting
in the 1948 war.®® Most of the remainder immigrated to the United States,
which had only become a realistic immigration option following passage of
the Displaced Persons Act in 1948 and the amended DP Act of 1950, which
authorized 200,000 DPs (Jewish and non-Jewish) to enter the United States.
By 1952, over 80,000 Jewish DPs had immigrated to the United States under
the terms of the DP Act and with the aid of Jewish agencies.

Almost all of the DP camps were closed by 1952. Only Fohrenwald, near
Munich, remained open until 1957, housing a “hard-core” of Jews who either
could not or would not leave the protected confines of an all-Jewish commu-
nity in the foothills of the Bavarian Alps (Document 41). Some were too ill
and exhausted, suffering from tuberculosis and other disabilities acquired
during the war. Some enterprising DPs sought at least temporary economic

58 Patt, Finding Home and Homeland, esp. chap. 3.

59 Sharon Kangisser Cohen, Choosing a Heim: Survivors of the Holocaust and Post-war
Immigration, in: European Judaism: A Journal for the New Europe 46 (2013), no. 2,
32-54, esp. 33.

60 Hanna Yablonka, Survivors of the Holocaust: Israel after the War, transl. by Ora
Cummings, New York, 1999 (first Jerusalem 1994), 9. On the fraught issue of young
survivors and especially sole (male) survivors of families decimated in the Holocaust
tighting and dying in the war, see ibid., 139-151.
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success in the wake of the 1948 currency reform in western Germany and
West Berlin. Others were determined to complete professional educations
they had been denied during the war in fields like medicine and engineering.
Some had married German women and started families they did not want to
uproot again; some had emigrated to Palestine, but, disillusioned with war
and the hardships of pioneer life in the young state, had decided to return,
despite legal restrictions, to Germany.®* Other desirable overseas destination
countries like Australia and Canada were very reluctant to open their borders
for an even longer period of time than the United States.®> Most, however,
departed, eager to leave behind their involuntary - if in some ways useful and
indeed therapeutic - transit on the “cursed soil” of Germany.

As Holocaust survivors immigrated to new homelands and became
absorbed into new communities in Israel and in the broader Jewish diaspora,
they would also come to play a critical role in raising awareness of the signif-
icance of the Shoah and perpetuating the commemoration of the destruction
of the former center of Jewish life in Europe. Even the category of “survivor”
has changed over time, becoming ever more broadly defined. Although the
term “survivor” appeared in English usage immediately after the war — usually
as a compound with the name of a Nazi camp where the individual had
been - it took decades until this category crystallized as a standard name for
someone who had lived through a set of events now subsumed under the
terms Holocaust or Shoah.®*

61 Ori Yehudai, Leaving Zion: Jewish Emigration from Palestine and Israel after World
War II, Cambridge, 2020; idem, Displaced in the National Home: Jewish Repatriation
from Palestine to Europe, 1945-1948, in: Jewish Social Studies 20 (2014), no. 2,
69-110.

62 Adara Goldberg, Holocaust Survivors in Canada: Exclusion, Inclusion, Transforma-
tion, 1947-1955, Winnipeg 2015; Sharon Kangisser Cohen, Why We Chose Australia,
in: Ofer/Ouzan/Baumel-Schwartz (eds.), Holocaust Survivors, 274-292, here 274;
Suzanne Dorothy Rutland, Resettling the Survivors of the Holocaust in Australia, in:
Holocaust Studies 16 (2010), no. 3, 33-56; Beth B. Cohen, Face to Face: American
Jews and Holocaust Survivors, 1946-54, in: Patt/Berkowitz (eds.), “We Are Here,
136-166, here 140.

63 For examples of the early use of the term “survivor,” see Schwarz, The Redeemers;
Robert Muhlen, The Survivors: A Report on the Jews in Germany Today, New York
1962. The first critical analysis of a large number of survivor testimonies was Terrence
DesPres, The Survivor: An Anatomy of Life in the Death Camps, New York 1976. The
book found a wide readership and contributed significantly to establishing that the
term “survivor” implied a distinct set of Holocaust experiences. A recent exploration
of the term’s history is Alina Bothe/Markus Nesselrodt, Survivor: Towards a Concep-
tual History, in: The Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook 61 (2016), 57-82.
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3. Historiography

The history of Jewish Displaced Persons was long treated as either a coda to
the drama of the Holocaust, or as time in a “waiting room” caught between
the catastrophic wartime years and the redemptive new beginning in mostly
new homelands, notably, but certainly not only, in the young State of Israel.
Even the amateur historians working in the historical commissions did not
consider their own activist period as a significant discrete historical period
that deserved study.

In many ways, it was the offspring of the DPs, born and raised in the
camps, who emerged in the 1990s as the catalysts for historiography of
the DP era, just as their survivor parents had pushed the development of
Holocaust historiography and memory. Several key events in the 1990s mark
this turn to postwar studies: The collapse of the Soviet Union and its satellite
states as well as the corollary unification of the two postwar German states
opened up archival collections, intensified public “memory culture” in the
newly reconstituted Federal Republic of Germany, and prompted a reckoning
with the fact that the postwar era had now firmly become “past.” The post
1990s emergence of the “era of the witness” connected historians trained in
the 1970s to value “history from the bottom up,” oral history, and personal
stories, as reflected particularly in feminist scholarship, with new research
on the Holocaust. It no longer privileged perpetrator stories and instead paid
attention to the voices of the victims as the immediate postwar zamlers did,
including the rediscovery of unpublished or barely recognized memoirs.
Finally, major institutions dedicated to Holocaust history such as Yad Vashem
and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (founded 1993) put their
imprimatur on the subject with conferences and gatherings.** In Germany
as well, the “memory boom” that began, arguably in the late 1970s with the
screening of the American television series Holocaust, produced a spate of
studies and conferences. Notably, a 1995 conference in Munich organized by
Rachel Salamander, herself born in Féhrenwald DP Camp, brought together
such key figures as Rabbi Abraham Klausner and the American-Jewish com-
mander of Feldafing DP Camp, Col. Irving Heymont, with DP children, now
adults living in the United States and Germany, and a new crew of postwar
historians.*®

64 Gutman/Saf (eds.), She’erit Hapletah; Rosensaft (ed.) Life Reborn.

65 Brenner, After the Holocaust. Also key: Fritz Bauer Institut (ed.), Uberlebt und
Unterwegs: Judische Displaced Persons im Nachkriegsdeutschland, Frankfurt a. M.
1997, which includes a seminal article by Dan Diner, Elemente der Subjektwerdung:
Judische DPs im Historischen Kontext, 228-248; Jacqueline Giere/Rachel Salaman-
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At the same time, a significant number of publications in the post 1990
period of memory activism was produced by scholars from Germany who
approached the history of the Jewish DPs from the perspective of war’s end
and the collapse of National Socialism, Allied occupation, the persistence
of antisemitism, and postwar West German reconstruction. This approach
was innovative and generative in its recognition of the ways in which Nazi
war, forced labor, and genocide had led to the presence of vast numbers of
displaced “foreigners,” including surviving Jews, in occupied Germany. The
researchers tended to treat the DP period as an interregnum between the end
of the war and postwar West German reconstruction, necessarily less inter-
ested in the continuities and discontinuities between the period before and
after liberation for the Jewish victims. Most of the authors relied on abundant
sources, including the archives of aid groups and DP organizations written in
German or English in order to facilitate communication with local, Military
Government, UNRRA, and JDC authorities, rather than those created by the
DPs themselves, in Yiddish and to a lesser extent Hebrew and Polish.%¢

Early writing about the Jewish DP experience tended to focus on conclu-
sions drawn mainly from statements about DP attitudes and behavior made
by outside observers, both Jewish and not, serving with Military Government,
transnational aid organizations, or emissaries from the Yishuv. Indeed, the
volume of material produced by foreign observers and administrators such
as UNRRA, the JDC, the U.S. Army or by Zionist emissaries from Palestine
active in the DP camps, far outweighs the amount of source material created

der (eds.), Ein Leben aufs neu: Das Robinson Album. DP-Lager: Juden auf deutschem
Boden 1945-1948, Vienna 1995, which reprinted some of the many photographs
taken in the DP camps, including some of the most iconic, of women pushing baby
carriages and Jews brandishing Zionist banners demanding entry to Palestine.

66 An important general German language study of DPs is Wolfgang Jacobmeyer, Vom
Zwangsarbeiter zum heimatlosen Ausldnder: Die Displaced Persons in Westdeutsch-
land, 1945-1951, Géttingen 1985. On Jewish DPs see Angelika Konigseder/Juliane
Wetzel, Lebensmut im Wartesaal: Die jiidischen DPs (Displaced Persons) im Nach-
kriegsdeutschland, Frankfurt a. M. 1994 (English: Waiting for Hope: Jewish Displaced
Persons in Post-WWII Germany, transl. by John A. Broadwin, Evanston, I1I., 2001);
Susanne Dietrich/Julia Schulze-Wessel, Zwischen Selbstorganisation und Stigmati-
sierung: Die Lebenswirklichkeit jiidischer Displaced Persons und die neue Gestalt des
Antisemitismus in der deutschen Nachkriegsgesellschaft, Stuttgart 1998; Angelika
Eder, Flichtige Heimat: Jiidische Displaced Persons in Landsberg am Lech, 1945
bis 1950, Munich 1998; Julius H. Schoeps (ed.), Leben im Land der Téter: Juden im
Nachkriegsdeutschland 1945-1952, Berlin 2001; Frank Stern, The Historic Triangle:
Occupiers, Germans, and Jews in Postwar Germany, in: Tel Aviver Jahrbuch fir
deutsche Geschichte 19 (1990), 47-76.
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by the DPs themselves, making it more difficult to understand the situation
through DP eyes. The emphasis on the common statelessness of Jewish DPs
situated them all within the same postwar category and as a problem to be
solved rather than as a highly varied population with a diverse range of prewar
and wartime experiences. For example, discussions of Jewish DP politics
measured the significance of postwar Zionism among the DPs against the
barometer of its impact on developments in Palestine and party divisions in
the Yishuv, often perpetuating the views in reports by the emissaries.*’

Nevertheless, it turns out that a considerable amount of material pro-
duced by the DPs themselves does exist. Much of it remained long neglected,
at least partially because most of it was written not in German, English, or
Hebrew but, as this collection amply demonstrates, in Yiddish and to a lesser
extent Polish, languages that have now been recognized as absolutely central
to research on the Holocaust and its aftermath but were for a long time
marginalized in historical research.

Jewish DPs were highly aware of their unique historical situation. The
social, cultural, and political organizations they created, including the Central
Committee of Liberated Jews and its local and regional committees, as well as

67 Relatively contemporaneous publications by aid workers and Allied officials include,
Zorach Wahrhaftig, Uprooted: Jewish Refugees and Displaced Persons after Lib-
eration, New York 1946; Ira Hirschmann, The Embers Still Burn: An Eye-Witness
View of the Postwar Ferment in Europe and the Middle East and Our Disastrous
Get-Soft-With-Germany Policy, New York 1949; Dorothy Macardle, Children of
Europe: A Study of the Children of Liberated Countries. Their Wartime Experiences,
Their Reactions and Their Needs, with a Note on Germany, London 1949; George
Woodbridge, UNRRA: The History of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration. Prepared by a special staff under the direction of George Wood-
bridge, chief historian of UNRRA, 3 vols., New York 1950; Kurt R. Grossmann, The
Jewish DP Problem: Its Origin, Scope, and Liquidation, New York 1951; Kathryn
Hulme, The Wild Place, Boston, Mass., 1953; Judah Nadich, Eisenhower and the Jews,
New York 1953; Schwarz, The Redeemers. Similar texts published or republished
decades later include, Marie Syrkin, The State of the Jews, New York 1980; American
Jewish Archives (ed.), Among the Survivors of the Holocaust — 1945: The Landsberg
DP Camp Letters of Major Irving Heymont, United States Army, Cincinnati, Ohio,
1982; Bauer, Out of the Ashes; Lucy S. Dawidowicz, From That Time and Place: A
Memoir 1938-1947, New York 1989; Abraham S. Hyman, The Undefeated, Jeru-
salem/Hewlett, NY, 1993; Susan T. Pettiss, with Lynne Taylor, After the Shooting
Stopped: The Story of an UNRRA Welfare Worker in Germany, 1945-1947, Victoria,
BC, 2004; Irit Keynan, Lo nirga ha-ra’av. Nizolei ha-shoah u-shlihei erez Yisra'el.
Germaniyah 1945-1948 [And the Hunger was Not Staunched. Holocaust Survivors
and the Emissaries from Eretz Israel. Germany 1945-1948], Tel Aviv 1996.
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the various political parties and youth movements, all kept detailed records
of their activities. Even beyond these institutional records, the DP camp press
provides valuable insight into quotidian concerns as well as political and cul-
tural activities. Diaries, letters, and testimonies collected by the Central His-
torical Commission, parties, and youth movements provide a more complex
and varied perspective lacking in much of the earlier literature. These sources,
many unpublished and presented in this volume, allow the DPs to speak about
their postwar experiences in their own voices and historians today to analyze
their actions on the basis of what they had to say about themselves.

Since the 1990s, research on Jewish DPs in postwar Germany has pro-
ceeded apace. Characteristically, these studies highlight self-organization and
multiple aspects of everyday life including interactions with German neigh-
bors and authorities as well as Allied officials.®® Scholars have also shed light
on the postwar years and their continuities with the period of the war and
the Holocaust. Likewise, historians have pointed to the need to examine the
Jewish DP experience in the context of the broader postwar DP/refugee cri-
sis.*® They have focused on specific elements of the diverse Jewish population,
paying special attention to the disproportionately large segment of youth and

68 Grobman, Rekindling the Flame; Brenner, After the Holocaust; Mankowitz, Life
Between Memory and Hope; Gay, Safe Among the Germans; Lavsky, New Beginnings;
Susanne Schonborn (ed.), Zwischen Erinnerung und Neubeginn: Zur Deutsch-ji-
dischen Geschichte nach 1945, Munich 2006; Grossmann, Jews, Germans, and Allies;
Feinstein, Holocaust Survivors in Postwar Germany; Patt/Berkowitz (eds.), “We Are
Here” See also, e. g., the photographs and brief texts in Jim G. Tobias, Das Begleitbuch
zur Ausstellung: Der Kibbutz auf dem Streicher-Hof: Die vergessene Geschichte der
judischen Kollektivfarmen 1945-48, Niirnberg 1997. Rebecca Boehling/Susanne
Urban/René Bienert (eds.), Freilegungen: Displaced Persons. Leben im Transit:
Uberlebende zwischen Repatriierung, Rehabilitation und Neuanfang, Géttingen
2014. On displaced Jews in Czechosloviakia, Austria, France, Netherlands as well
as North Africa, see Frangoise S. Ouzan/Manfred Gersten (ed.), Postwar Jewish
Displacement and Rebirth 1945-1967, Leiden/Boston, Mass., 2014. For a compar-
ative study of survivors in three quite different societies, see Frangoise S. Ouzan,
How Young Holocaust Survivors Rebuilt Their Lives: France, The United States, and
Israel, Bloomington, Ind., 2018. For reflections by historians on survivor accounts,
see Zeev W. Mankowitz/David Weinberg/Sharon Kangisser Cohen (eds.), Europe in
the Eyes of the Survivors of the Holocaust, Jerusalem 2014. For multiple perspectives
by historians who interviewed a single survivor on her experience during the war
and as a DP, see Jiirgen Matthéus (ed.), Approaching a Holocaust Survivor: Holocaust
Testimony and Its Transformations, New York 2009.

69 For abroader context of postwar migration, see Engel, Ben shihrur li-vrihah [Between
Liberation and Escape].
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children. Recent scholarship has excavated the experiences of predominantly
Polish Jews who survived in the far reaches of the Soviet Union - highlighting
the long-marginalized fact that they would come to constitute the majority
of the DP camp population by 1946-1947.7° Also compelling as a new area of
research have been studies on the postwar migration of survivors and their
resettlements in their new homes.”

Much scholarly attention has now turned to hitherto even more neglected
topics, such as the stories of Jewish refugees in global transit, especially in
non-western and colonial regions. Still, as these mostly previously unpub-
lished documents reveal, there is much about the DP experience itself that
should be revisited or further explored. The extensive research has revealed a
huge treasure trove of documents, many of them quite unknown, still waiting
to be utilized by the next generation of historians. The sources presented here
deepen our understanding of the existing literature while also suggesting
possible topics for further exploration.

4. On Sources: Scope and Structure
of the Present Volume

This volume, presenting sources created by and about the DPs, was initially
developed as a byproduct of a major synthetic volume, A History of Jews in
Germany since 1945: Politics, Culture, and Society, which was first published
in German in 2012. With Michael Brenner as its chief editor, it served as a
follow-up to a pioneering series on Jewish history in German speaking
lands from 1618 to 1945.”> When that first project, published in 1996, was
conceived in 1986 under the auspices of the Leo Baeck Institute as a repository
for preserving a German-Jewish history that had reached its end, its authors
assumed that the world of German Jewry had essentially disappeared with
National Socialism and the Holocaust. Only after the collapse of the Soviet

70 On Soviet Union, see above, n. 28. See also Albert Kaganovitch, Exodus and its
Aftermath: Jewish Refugees in the Wartime Soviet Interior, Madison, Wis., 2022;
Nesselrodt, Dem Holocaust Entkommen. On the memory of the Soviet “exile” and
its place in DP memory, see esp. Laura Jockusch/Tamar Lewinsky, Paradise Lost?
Postwar Memory of Polish Jewish Survival in the Soviet Union, in: Holocaust and
Genocide Studies 24, (2010) no. 3, 373-399.

71 Cohen/Ofer (eds.), Starting Anew; Patt, Finding Home and Homeland.

72 Michael A. Meyer/Michael Brenner (eds.), German-Jewish History in Modern
Times, 4 vols., New York 1996.
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Union and the ensuing influx of another group of Jewish migrants from
the east into a newly reunified Germany starting in the 1990s did it seem
appropriate and necessary to produce another study examining the history
of Jews in (mostly West) Germany after 1945. The process of researching
just “Part One: 1945-1949, Way Station””* uncovered such a rich, varied, and
mostly unpublished or still little known corpus of sources from the “DP era” in
occupied Germany that another project — also with a long gestation period -
was born: this collection with its 72 annotated documents. It demonstrates
the significance of that liminal period between the end of the war and the
establishment of the Federal Republic, the establishment of the State of Israel,
and the slow opening up of immigration opportunities in North America and
other parts of the world, particularly the British Commonwealth and Latin
America.

However, not only were the majority of survivors gathered in the Amer-
ican Zone of Germany but the sources we had found just on all regions of
Germany occupied by the Western Allies — the United States and Great
Britain and to a lesser extent France — were so voluminous and revealing that
it made sense to us as editors to limit ourselves to that body of material. This
volume therefore concentrates on the American, British, and French Zones
of occupation in postwar Germany, with the balance of 48 texts focused on
the American, eight on the British, and only two on the French, reflecting
both demographic distribution of DPs among the zones and the proportion
of documents that had been collected. We hope that this publication might
encourage another archival venture that will uncover further sources on the
British and French Zones as well as a comparable if smaller body of literature
on the other Allied-occupied territories in Europe, Austria and Italy or the
Soviet Occupation Zone (SBZ) which did not officially recognize the existence
of “displaced persons” nor cooperate with the UNRRA.™

In this edition, the story of Jewish DPs in occupied Germany is narrated
in their own texts and languages as well as in those of the Allied occupiers

73 Atina Grossmann/Tamar Lewinsky, Part One: 1945-1949, Way Station, in: Michael
Brenner (ed.), A History of Jews in Germany since 1945: Politics, Culture, and Society,
Bloomington, Ind., 2018 (first Munich 2012), 55-143.

74 On DPs in Austria and Italy, see, e.g., Nikolaus Hagen et al. (eds.), Displaced Per-
sons-Forschung in Deutschland und Osterreich: Eine Bestandsaufnahme zu Beginn
des 21. Jahrhunderts, Marburg 2022. Of the some 15,000 Jewish DPs in Italy, many of
them gathered in southern towns such as Bari, hoping to secure passage to Palestine.
Chiara Renzo, Jewish Displaced Persons in Italy 1945-1951: Politics, Rehabilitation,
Identity, New York 2024; idem, “Our Hopes Are Not Lost Yet”: The Jewish Displaced
Persons in Italy: Relief, Rehabilitation and Self-understanding (1943-1948), in:
Quest. Issues in Contemporary Jewish History 12 (2017), 90-111.
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and aid officials who sought to aid, protect, and police them. Most of the texts
written by the DPs themselves are in Yiddish and we are especially pleased to
offer them here both in the original and in translation; some are in German
and English - indicating the necessity of communicating with Military
Government officials as well as Germans among whom they lived. Five
reports were produced by workers and officials of the JDC, three by Military
Government officials, two by the Zionist Jewish Agency, one by the women’s
relief group WIZO, and one by David Ben-Gurion, a leader of the Yishuv, who
embarked on a highly publicized tour of the DP camps already in the fall of
1945 (Document 39). Only eleven of our sources are by women, a shortfall
that represents both the realities of who engaged in official correspondence
and, surely, gaps in research that remain to be filled.

The multinational and multilingual dimensions of the Jewish DP story are
illustrated by the wide variety of archives housing the documents in this vol-
ume, most located in the United States (YIVO, JDC, USHMM, LBI, American
Jewish Archives), but also in Israel (Central Zionist Archives), and Germany
(Stadtarchiv Munich). The volume presents a sampling of the wealth of source
materials found in Yiddish language journals and newspapers, available on
microfilm, suggesting how much more research remains to be done with the
DP press, a remarkably underused detailed repository documenting transitory
everyday life. We also include a few contemporary articles from American
and German publications, both Jewish and general, providing a sense of the
breadth of interest in the DP “problem.” Almost none of the texts have been
previously published as part of existing scholarship; in a couple of exceptional
instances such as the Harrison Report (Document 15) or the Anglo-American
Committee of Inquiry (Document 18), the text is so historically significant
but generally cited only in brief excerpts that it seemed necessary to reprint
them in full length. A detailed explanatory footnote apparatus identifies indi-
viduals and places, elucidates terminology for the reader (such as religious or
political references), and offers context for the production and dissemination
of the source.

The first three chapters of the volume, Upon Liberation, Displacement and
Trauma, and Allied Occupation, present sources, which illuminate the com-
plexities of this period. As Allied authorities and international aid agencies
worked to organize Relief and Rehabilitation (chapter 4), Jewish DPs fought
against their continued displacement from decision making, to make sure
their own voices were heard. Chapter 5 on DP Life - Different Voices presents a
number of sources that highlight the diversity among the surviving popula-
tion. As the stay in the DP camps dragged on and Jewish DPs confronted the
bizarre reality of living in limbo, waiting for a departure that would seemingly
never come, they struggled to organize some sense of normalcy in the zones
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of occupation. Chapter 6 on Organization and Everyday Life brings together
sources that reflect on politics, healthcare, humor, and more. The remarkable
cultural creativity of the DP period has also become one of the hallmarks of
research on Jewish life in the aftermath, and Culture (chapter 7) offers sources
on literature, sport, theater, humor, education, and history. One of the least
examined aspects of Jewish life in the aftermath is in the sphere of Religion and
chapter 8 presents a number of sources on the return to religious life in the
aftermath along with the tensions that divided segments of the community.

Finally, while it might seem obvious that Jewish life in Germany would
imply Jewish life among Germans, surprisingly little research since the pub-
lication of Atina Grossmann’s Jews, Germans, and Allies has continued to
examine the loaded and contested nature of such interactions. The ninth and
last chapter on Antisemitism in Germany after 1945 offers a number of sources
that contend with this key aspect of everyday life. Especially the documents
on antisemitism tell us much about the complexities of living on “cursed soil”
They document a fraught but nonetheless relatively harmonious - because
perhaps premised on the mutual conviction that Germany would and should
never again be a home for Jews — co-existence, interrupted by violent skir-
mishes, which both the military authorities and the JDC sought to contain.
The courtroom proceedings protocolled in Document 65 illustrate the very
different conceptions of “home” articulated by Germans and Jewish DPs as
well as the American occupiers’ struggle to impose a temporary co-existence.

The documents that follow in this collection complicate standard repre-
sentations of the highly variegated community of Holocaust survivors who
came to be known as the surviving remnant or She’erit Hapletah. This volume,
we hope, suggests multiple directions for further, more intensive and specific,
research.

5. Editorial Notes

As a text-critical work, the reproduction of the sources in this anthology is
always true to the original text. Editorial changes and additions are marked
in square brackets in the text or in footnotes. For further details, see the
beginning of the section on primary documents where the transcription con-
ventions are listed. Besides editorial additions and corrections, the footnotes
contain the full forms of the abbreviations, the geographical references for
places cited, explanations of words and terms as well as a short analysis of
historical contexts for the events mentioned in the source. Moreover, the notes
provide bibliographical references for works cited in the documents.
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All individuals mentioned in this volume have been identified in a foot-
note, as far as possible, upon their first mention. In cases where footnotes are
missing, no information could be obtained. Likewise, institutions, organiza-
tions, terms, and places are also explained in annotations upon their earliest
mention in the documents of this volume. The index serves as the primary
reference tool to locate persons, places and terms throughout the volume.
Finally, a note on transliteration and spelling: The transliteration of Yiddish
words in the English text follows YIVO standards (unless Latin characters
were used in the original), while the transliteration of Hebrew words is based
on the conventions of the Encyclopaedia Judaica. Geographical and political
names are given according to contemporaneous usage and borders. Place
names are used in the original language unless they refer to cities with a
common English usage (as with Warsaw rather than Warszawa). People are
identified according to their most commonly used name at the time. However,
if the document was originally published in English using the English version
of the individual’s name, the English version is adopted in the transcription of
the document; for example, in Document 40, an article originally published
in the English-language publication Commentary, Shmuel Grinhoyz is spelled
Samuel Gringauz. For better readability, letter-spacing in Yiddish and Hebrew
texts is printed in italics in the translation; letter-spacing in English and
German texts is reproduced in italics as well.

Editor and publisher have made all efforts to trace all rights holders to
any copyrighted material used in this work. In cases where these efforts have
not been successful, the publisher welcomes communications from copyright
holders, so that the appropriate acknowledgements can be made in future
editions, and to settle other permission matters. The editors are grateful to all
copyright holders for allowing us to republish their material.
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to add my thanks to those many colleagues and friends without whom this
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Dan Diner. Luckily, Tamar Lewinsky, with whom I co-wrote the chapter on
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process; she supervised the transcription and translation of documents. We
relied also on Lena Watson’s Yiddish translation skills and the support of Rhea
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as, quite miraculously, a new team was assembled. I cannot express how
immensely lucky I was to recruit Avinoam J. Patt as a co-editor just at the
point when it was not clear how the project could proceed. I first came to
know Avi and his remarkable capacity for good-humored perspective - and
calm - as well as research and writing when he was a graduate student at
NYU; his friendship and our scholarly collaborations as he became a valued
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Freedman at West Chester University, who guided me toward DP Camp Foh-
renwald and the burgeoning research on Jewish life in the DP camps. When
I began the search for doctoral programs, his sage advice led me to reach out
to Deborah Dwork, whose research and writing first ignited my interest in the
experiences of Holocaust refugees. She would become my doctoral adviser at
the Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Clark University
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and my closest mentor. I am deeply indebted to her for her unwavering
support, tutelage, and steadfast commitment to my academic development.
Avinoam J. Patt has been a generous and dedicated mentor and member of
my dissertation committee; I am so thankful for his support and guidance,
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USHMM, Photograph no. 58614.
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Fig. 10: Jewish DPs at the Neu Freimann DP Camp participate in a demon-
stration calling for unrestricted immigration to Palestine, approx. 1945-1948.
The text of the Yiddish banner reads: “We want to go back to our home in the
Land of Israel” Courtesy of USHMM, Photograph no. 12992.

Fig. 11: Jewish DPs study watchmaking in the Féhrenwald ORT School, 1953.
Courtesy of USHMM, Photograph no. 45779.
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Fig. 12: Central Committee of Liberated Jews in the American Zone of Ger-
many celebrates the establishment of the State of Israel, approx. May 1948.
The banner beneath the dais reads “Long live the Jewish State.” Courtesy of
USHMM, Photograph no. 11661.
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Fig. 13: Boxing match in the Neu Freimann DP Camp, 1948. Courtesy of
USHMM, Photograph no. 29338.
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Fig. 15: Jewish DPs drinking beer outside a canteen in the Neu Freimann DP Camp,
approx. 1946-1947. Courtesy of USHMM, Photograph no. 20193.
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§ paper kiosk at the Neu Freimann DP
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is sponsored by the Keren Kayemeth
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Courtesy of USHMM, Photograph
no. 96437.
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occupation in Germany, and a survivor of Dachau concentration camp,
examines the galleys of the first postwar edition of the Talmud to be printed
in Germany, approx. 1947. Courtesy of USHMM, Photograph no. 40356.
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Fig. 18: German police block off a commercial street in Munich after a raid
on Jewish “black market” activities resulted in a counterdemonstration
by Jewish shopkeepers who closed their stores, May 1949. Courtesy of
USHMM, Photograph no. 58635.

Fig. 19: The troupe of the
Katset-teater Bergen-Belsen
with its founder, Samir
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later wife, Sonia Boczkowska
(1922-2015, to his right),
1945. Further members
mentioned in this volume:
Isak Zylbernik (front row,

1st from left), Berl Friedler
(3rd f.1.), Yakov Garfinkl
(6th f.1.), Yisroel Flikh (7th

f. 1), Mendel Butnik (Ist f.1.),
Josef Schwarz (back row, 2nd
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Document 1

Israel Kaplan," “The March from the Kaufering Camps”

Munich, May 5, 1947

Journal article, 22 pages, extracts (reproduced here: 7, 9-23, and 25-28)*
Language: Yiddish; translated by Lena Watson

Fun letstn khurbn 2 (May 1947), no. 5, 7-28°

[This account, recorded as a testimony by the Central Historical Commission
in Munich, details the chaotic final days of the Kaufering slave labor camp
complex, the liquidation of the camp, and the days-long death marches from
the Kaufering subcamps. Kaplan notes the experiences of Jewish prisoners
tortured and murdered in the final days of the war, the reactions of villagers,
forbidden from passing water or food to the columns of Jewish prisoners,

1 Israel Kaplan (1902-2003), born in Volozhin, was a teacher and historian living in
Kovno (today Kaunas, Lithuania) on the eve of the Second World War. He ultimately
survived the Kovno, Riga, and Shavli ghettos, as well as the Kaiserwald, Poniewicz,
and Stutthof concentration camps and the Kaufering subcamp of Dachau. During
the war, he chronicled the history of the Kovno ghetto and collected Jewish sayings,
folklore, and humor in the ghettos and camps of Lithuania, Latvia, and Germany.
In the DP camps, he became secretary and historiographer of the Central Historical
Commission and editor of its periodical, Fun letstn khurbn. He also helped establish
the Yiddish newspaper Undzer veg (Our Way), the organ of the Central Committee
of Liberated Jews in the American Zone. He immigrated to Israel in 1949. On his
clandestine efforts to document life in the Kovno ghetto and in the Nazi ghettos and
concentration camps more generally, see Israel Kaplan, Dos folksmoyl in Natsi-klem
[Jewish Vernacular Under Nazi Oppression], Munich, 1949. Published in English by
Zeev W. Mankowitz (ed.), The Jewish Voice in the Ghettos and Concentration Camps.
Verbal Expression Under Nazi Oppression, Jerusalem 2018.

2 Page 8, featuring a map-sketch of the march to the Kaufering camps, and page 24,
featuring a photograph (“Three Jewish mass graves near Schwabhausen”), have not
been reproduced here.

3 The periodical Fun letstn khurbn (From the Latest Destruction) was edited by Israel
Kaplan on behalf of the Central Historical Commission in Munich. Ten issues were
published between August 1946 and December 1948, each with a circulation of
5,000-8,000 copies. It was the first and only Yiddish journal that featured survivor
testimonies and articles on the history of the Jewish communities of specific towns,
regions and geographical areas in German-occupied Eastern Europe. It also paid
attention to popular literature, songs and poetry created in ghettos and concentration
camps as well as a distinct ghetto and camp language. For a complete German
translation, see Frank Beer/Markus Roth (eds.), Von der letzten Zerstérung: Die
Zeitschrift “Fun letstn churbn” der Jiidischen Historischen Kommission in Miinchen
1946-1948, Berlin 2020. Kaplan’s text: ibid., 387-404.
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and SS attempts to enforce order amidst the chaos. The account is not just a
recollection of Kaplan's perceptions, as he relies on other testimonies to describe
the experiences of prisoners from Dachau subjected to forced marches toward
the Austrian border to escape the American advance and tells the story of a
strafed train near Schwabhausen and the group of early DP leaders including
Zalman Grinberg at St. Ottilien.]
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Translation

The March from the Kaufering Camps
A. The Last Camps Are on the Move

Over 70 km from Dachau,* in the vicinity of Landsberg am Lech,® where
Hitler had been imprisoned in 1924 and where he penned his well-known
work, Mein Kampf, 20 years later, in the summer of 1944, a total of 11 Jewish
camps were established. Kaufering was the closest railway station to most of
these camps. Because of that, the entire camp cluster was given the name of
this station, the Kaufering camps.® Officially, however, they were regarded as
subcamps of Dachau and were therefore under its jurisdiction. These camps
“functioned” for just 9 months. Their inmates, the Jews, built there under-
ground factories and did other backbreaking labor. During the 9 months
trainloads of thousands of Jews were constantly arriving here. The total

4  Dachau, around 15 km away from Munich, was erected in 1933 as one of the first
Nazi concentration camps. Until late 1938, it was used mainly to incarcerate German
political prisoners, whereupon large numbers of Jews, Roma and Sinti, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, and people considered homosexuals by the Nazi regime were sent to the camp
as well. With the systematization of the persecution of the Jews and the November
Pogroms in 1938, the number of Jewish prisoners greatly increased. By the liberation
of Dachau and its subcamps in April 1945, around 30 percent of the inmates were
Jewish. Barbara Distel, Art. Dachau Main Camp, in: Geoffrey P. Megargee (ed.), The
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos,
1933-1945, 7 vols., Bloomington, Ind., 2009 ff., here vol. 1 (hereafter: Megargee (ed.),
USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos), 442-446; Barbara Distel et al. (eds.),
Dachau Concentration Camp, 1933 to 1945: Text and Photo documents from the
Exhibition, transl. by Paul Bowman, Dachau 2005.

5 Landsberg was one subcamp complex of Dachau. After liberation, it was the site of
a DP camp. On the Landsberg camp complex, see Edith Raim, Art. Landsberg, in:
Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 496f.

6 Kaufering was a subcamp complex of the Dachau camp system. In 1943, with the
intensification of the Allied air war against Germany, the German Armaments Min-
istry and the SS agreed to accelerate construction of massive underground factories.
To facilitate the construction, the Nazis sent prisoners from concentration camps to
these sites as forced laborers. To house these forced laborers, hundreds of satellite
camps were established in the German Reich between 1944 and 1945, including the
Kaufering subcamps. When the U.S. Army approached, the SS evacuated the various
satellite camps and sent the prisoners on death marches in the direction of Dachau.
By the end of April 1945, U.S. troops liberated the survivors of concentration camp
Dachau and its subcamps. Edith Raim, Art. Kaufering I-XI, in: ibid., 488-490.
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number of detainees in the camp cluster, however, seldom exceeded 10,000.
Through labor, famine, cold, torture and just bullying, tens of thousands of
Jews were “liquidated” here. At the end of April 1945, according to official
statistics,* there were in the Kaufering camps 10,114 prisoners: 9,021 men and
1,093 women, at least 1,000 of whom were non-Jews, men who had also
recently found “accommodation” here on their way to Tyrol.

In the second half of April an imminent liquidation was sensed also in
the vicinity of Landsberg, where there still remained the last handful of not
yet evacuated camps. The SS started to burn the archives and compile lists of
those able to do the march and those unable.” In Camp 11, where the author
of these lines was held, and in some of the neighboring camps, the SS officers
in charge of the march put all the other work of the camp sewing factory on
hold and tasked it |9 to make civilian clothes for them ... Apart from that,
the strictly isolated camp inmates could guess that something new was afoot
already by the successive air raid alarms that “forced” the teams all the time
to stop their work, and by the trucks packed full of German women, children
and household items, speeding by the motor road from nearby Munich to
the villages. More than anything else to point to an approaching front were
the long columns of tanks and other military vehicles that zipped back and
forth like one possessed along the same roads. Often some of these vehicles
pulled with ropes up to 4 or 5 other broken vehicles that had got stuck on the
way. All very familiar images of an unplanned retreat ... At night, as we lay

on our bunks in the earthen huts, “the enemy’s” airplane squadrons would all

* A Report of the Information Bureau of the Dachau Concentration Camp. ZHK
[(Centralna) Zydowska Komisja Historyczna/(Central) Jewish Historical Commis-
sion] 350/29.

7 There were several waves of death marches. The first ones took place at the Eastern
Front, as the Red Army advanced in spring 1944. As they fled from the approaching
Soviet troops, the Germans abandoned a number of their concentration camps.
Inmates were to be redistributed to other camps and recruited for the armaments
industry. The second wave was initiated after the Red Army’s winter offensive
beginning in January 1945. During this wave, the prisoners, especially those from
Auschwitz, were forced to march west in sub-zero temperatures. The third and last
wave began in March 1945 as the Allied forces rapidly approached. As a result of
these death marches, the number of victims increased dramatically in the last weeks
of the war. From January to May 1945, between 250,000 and 370,000 people died in
the camps or during the marches. Katrin Greiser, Art. Death Marches, Encyclopedia
of Jewish History and Culture. On behalf of the Saxonian Academy of Sciences and
Humanities at Leipzig ed. by Dan Diner, 7 vols., Leiden/Boston, Mass., 2017 ff. (first
Stuttgart/ Weimar 2010-2017; hereafter: Diner (ed.), EJHC), here vol. 2, 231-235.
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the time whizz noisily past, closely followed by the sound of bombings, and
at a distance tongues of flames leapt up all around. Lights in the camp would
go out straight after that. Because of the “blackouts,” we seldom had electric
light, even when getting up at daybreak, dressing, collecting “coffee” and the
food ration and going out to the roll call - all was done in the dark ... On
such nights cannonades would also boom in the camp, and very often heavy
vehicles in motion would rattle for hours from the nearby roads. “Experts”
on the bunks would determine by the noise and movement that these were
“ours,” the American tanks ...

In most Kaufering camps the inmates knew already on Monday night,
April 23, that there was an evacuation order. The inmates must leave the
camps as soon as possible and be forcibly transferred elsewhere. At the time,
it meant death for the people. Because of the very poor diet of the last months
everyone here had grown terribly weak, and most had swollen feet. And now,
a hasty march on foot, and who knows for how long and to what destination,
and precisely at a time when the long yearned-for liberation was already
around the corner!

At about midnight the inmates of Camp 11 got wind that the access to
the kitchen and clothes storage was no longer a danger to life. In minutes
their doors were ripped off. The camp police, aided by our detainees, could
barely |10| defend the small reserve of food. The inhabitants became bold:
surely those vigilant and so watchful eyes have by now disappeared from the
camp! From a bunk in our barracks the courageous voice of a former lawyer
from Kovno resonated across the dark void: “Ladies and Gentlemen, today
is the last day of our slavery!” To assert this conjecture of his, the lawyer was
prepared to bet his tomorrow’s ration of bread. There was no shortage of
pessimists among his audience, but no one said a word in opposition ...

The SS hadn’t left the camp yet. They had only packed to go. A little
later, on the night of Monday to Tuesday, hasty roll calls suddenly started
coming one after another. One minute the prisoners were ordered to come
out immediately with all their “clothes” and line up ready to march off; and
in a while they were ordered “Back to the barracks!” Yet before anyone had
the time to reach the barracks, the gong was sounded again - “To the roll
call’” And this went on all morning. The inmates couldn’t figure out whether
these roll calls were part of some training, or the SS simply lacked the final
instructions for the march.

Finally, at about 9.30 in the morning, the evacuation hastily commenced.
The several hundred Aryans were set apart from close to 3,000 detainees.
All the patients from the infirmary and the weaker ones were ordered by
the camp commandant to clamber onto the trucks so that they didn’t have
to walk. He shouted distinctly: “There are trucks for the scumbags!” The
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people, however, even the barely alive ones, hardly had any desire to make
use of the privilege. The whole evacuation looked far too suspicious. Before
the departure, the Rapportfithrer positioned himself on the roll call square
and made an announcement: we are warned in the strictest possible terms
that we are to walk in order; every swinishness will be punished by shooting
on the spot; nothing will happen to the Jews; at the Swiss border they will be
merely exchanged for Germans. A Kovno Jew, a former scribe, whom the SS
appointed a rabbi and who had often showed boldness, presently came up
to the Unterscharfiihrer Schreier, regarded here as something of a boss, and
asked him trustingly, “Where are you taking us and what for?”

“You're being taken with care to the Swiss border.” | 11| Schreier felt almost
offended and shouted out loud, “There you’ll be exchanged, and, in a few
days, you’ll be free people. I'm saying this on my word of honor as a German
officer!”

And yet the same Schreier with his aides for along time had to run around
among the sick and drive them to the trucks.

In a wretched and grim situation, at the setting out on an unfamiliar jour-
ney, knowing neither the destination nor the direction, where the soil under
every newly placed step brings forth so much suspicion and is deeply rooted
with terrible experience - in a situation like this the individual always clings
to the mass, and every separation from it is frightening. In such moments
man strives with all his might to stay with the majority and to cling to it at all
costs! Mortally ill people, wrecks, sprang out of the trucks from under the SS
whips, sneaked at the risk of their lives into the march formations and set out
on foot with everyone else. If you fall on the way, at least you'll fall under the
feet of the masses and before the eyes of your own people!

B. In Transit

On the same Tuesday morning, and more or less in the same manner and with
the same conduct of the SS as in Camp 11, the march from the other camps of
the Kaufering group* also commenced. The camp columns marched not far
from one another and gradually began converging.

The march stretched along the road from Landsberg am Lech toward
Dachau... Security was very strict. The guards continuously demanded

* Having experienced the first days of the march with Camp 11 firsthand and
subsequently liberated in Allach, the author relies on the many details he wrote
down immediately upon liberation in his account of the other camps and the death
marches. He has recently double-checked a number of details with Boruch Golomb
and Yonas Yavnelovitz, as well as relying on the testimony of Magid, Koyfman and
Rimer (ZHK 832/699).
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throughout the entire journey that the detainees keep |12| “To 5 in a row!”
and anyone who fell behind was beaten. Other guards also shot at the people.
Nourishment during the march was very meager (during the first few days,
a piece of moldy bread, some cheese and margarine, later not even that).
Taking a drink of water from the locals in the places where the march passed
through wasn’t allowed by the guards, and the prisoners were murderously
beaten even for trying to ask for a drink. The guards also threatened the
locals for standing too close to the passing columns, and who even speaks of
attempting to throw anything to the prisoners! The overwhelming majority
of the people was pervaded by the thought that the Jews were going to be
“done away with.”® Once the march veered off to a bypass or bore nearer to a
wood, a ditch or even a lake, the inmates would “calculate” that this must be
where the “final act” would be played out. The nourishment, which in those
days initially appeared quite passable, was strong evidence to support it. And
when the SS started throwing a few extra bits to the Jews, it was one of the
familiar bad signs ...

For the prisoners with swollen feet the walking was particularly hard. The
columns would stop for a rest only several times a day and only briefly. At
night the people would sleep on the bare ground in the woods or meadows
along the road. During the first nights before the arrival at Dachau, a few
detainees managed to escape. Most of them were Oberkapos and other
trusties of the SS. They assisted also during the march and could therefore
move about more freely. Besides they were physically healthy and didn’t wear
the striped garment that immediately gave the ordinary camp inmate away. As
a matter of fact, the Kapos didn’t risk much by escaping. If the SS exterminated
all the prisoners, they would naturally do away with the Kapos, too. If the
Americans liberated all the prisoners (as indeed happened), including them,
the hated Kapos - either way they would end up badly ...

Having set out on the first day not early, most columns were driven over
30 km. The instructions, apparently, were to get the people to Dachau as soon
as possible. This is why the SS |13| pressed on and allowed little rest. On the
first day of the march, they didn’t want to know of lagging: if an inmate fell
a little behind the guards immediately gave him a “cold” push with their rifle
butts. If this didn’t work, they turned to a person with the other end of the
weapon, the hot end ... When the march commanders were in a better mood,
they would sometimes order those who had collapsed to be tossed into the

8 It is well documented that local Germans would often join in massacres of Jews and
other prisoners being marched through their communities as the Nazis moved pris-
oners away from the front to camps inside of the Reich. Daniel Blatman, The Death
Marches: The Final Phase of Nazi Genocide, Cambridge, Mass., 2011, 394-405.
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SS trucks that drove by on the road also in the direction of Dachau. On the
second day, Wednesday, the march set out quite early. After spending the
cold night lying on a damp ground, many detainees already at the beginning
of the march could barely move. To make matters worse, no food was given
out on that day. The ration from the day before had to last for today as well.
Fortunately, the SS were a little kinder to the stragglers and applied the rifle
less frequently. Other march commanders appointed special guards - also
somewhat stragglers, the older ones, some even in their sixties — to look after
those who had collapsed, moving them at a slower pace and in smaller groups.
Those who were extremely weak would sometimes be taken into the carts,
which were pulled by the detainees, and which were initially designated to
carry the provisions. On that day a truck also collected the collapsed prisoners
from the roads and took them to the Allach® concentration camp, another of
the subcamps of Dachau in its vicinity.

Having covered quite a few kilometers from Fiirstenfeldbruck, we saw a
fleet of American airplanes. It happened just after a rest, and a large group of
the SS officers stood by the march commander, who was giving out orders.
The first air raid airplane dropped a bomb on them, which fell some tens of
meters from where they stood, exactly opposite the wagons carrying the sick.
Nobody, however, was injured. All the march detainees along with the guards
dispersed all over the surrounding fields, threw themselves into ditches and
drew to a nearby forest. From above, the airplanes probably realized from
the striped clothes what kind of an “army” this was; they fired no more at
the people. Their attack on the nearby village, where a military camp and an
|14| aerodrome were said to have been located, was therefore all the more
tierce. The “birds” circled around the village in a file and, one by one, with a
sudden deep dive to the ground, hailed the fiery discharges into the houses.
The village burned from every side. There was no counterattack from the
Germans. The SS huddled to the inmates in the fields and ditches and virtually
used them as a human shield.

9  The Allach concentration camp, a subcamp of Dachau, was in operation between
February 1943 and April 1945. The Allach Porcelain Factory was taken over by the
SSin 1936 and was under the direct control of Heinrich Himmler (1900-1945). It was
one of the SS’s first industrial enterprises. The first factory was established at Allach,
while a second production site was set up at Dachau to specialize in the production
of figurines. After liberation, the Allies converted Allach into a DP camp for a short
period of time. Evelyn Zegenhagen, Art. Miinchen-Allach (Porzellanmanufaktur)
[aka Miinchen (Porzellanmanufaktur)] in: Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of
Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 516-518.
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Lying low in the wood, a Jewish young man caught sight of a shivering
guard’s bread-filled pouch.

“I'm a tailor;” whispered the detainee, winking at the SS logo stitched onto
the soldier’s sleeve, “I can take it off nicely”

“Fix it, but properly, and you’ll get bread!” came back the beaming SS’s
counteroffer.
And this became a new way for the Jews to earn a little during the march, by
“fixing” the SS uniforms ...

C. Toward Liberation

It had taken days for the march columns of the Kaufering camps to make it
to Dachau. The number of those who had fallen behind and collapsed on the
way increasingly grew. They were brought in larger groups to Allach, where
the camp had already been overcrowded with thousands of detainees, both
Aryans and Jews. One of the first columns to arrive at Dachau was Camp 10
(from Utting on Ammersee). Camp 10 was never a big one, about 600 Jews,
almost all of them from Lithuania, from the Shavli ghetto.” In the camp
itself, the relationships between the people still had a homely, familiar feel
to them, and what it means to a man in a concentration camp just can’t be
overestimated! Compared to the other camps of the Kaufering group, the
regimen in Camp 10 was more lenient and the forced labor not as deadly.
Food was also somewhat better there. In any event, among the neighboring
camps Camp 10 acquired a reputation as a sanatorium of sorts ... Versus the
other camps, the Utting inmates were a few kilometers closer to Dachau. They
were also perhaps a little stronger (the sick and very weak had been removed
before the march |15| from Utting as well). Nobody collapsed in their column
on the way. One of the participants in the march from Camp 10 was a Jew of

10 Shavli (today Siauliai, Lithuania) had a Jewish population numbering between 6,500
and 8,000 on the eve of the Second World War. Initially annexed and occupied by the
Soviet Union, Shavli was ultimately occupied by the Germans after they invaded the
Soviet Union in 1941. The Jews of Shavli were subject to numerous mass shootings,
with approximately 1,000 Jews being murdered, often by Lithuanian partisans, before
the establishment of a closed ghetto on September 1, 1941. Mass shootings continued
through December 1941. The ghetto was under the supervision of Gebietskommissar
Hans Gewecke (1906-1991) until mid September or October 1, 1943, when the
SS took over. At this point, the ghetto acquired the status of a subcamp of the
Kauen concentration camp. Only 350 to 500 Jews from the ghetto survived. Artanas
Bubnys/Avinoam J. Patt, Art. Siauliai, in: Martin Dean/Mel Hecker (eds.), The
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos,
1933-1945, vol. 2 (hereafter: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps
and Ghettos), here p. A, 1118-1122.
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over 70, Akiva Reif,'* without doubt the oldest of all the Jews in the Kaufering
camps. While in the concentration camp among his own Shavli landsmen, he
dodged all the operations and resettlements and now strained with his last
strength to keep up with the march and was eventually liberated along with
the other Shavlians.

On Wednesday evening, after a journey of just two days, the column from
Camp 10 was already in Dachau. First of all, the people were subjected to
“delousing” and all it entailed, as befits a concentration camp like Dachau. It
goes without saying that in the process the inmates’ last remaining possessions
were confiscated. They slept in the “French block” As the French inmates inti-
mated to them, the Germans were planning to bring into Dachau thousands
of detainees still and then air raid the entire camp ... Few of the columns that
arrived later, however, enjoyed the privilege of getting deloused and sleeping
under a roof in Dachau. The crowding had fearfully increased, there wasn’t a
sliver of space, and groups of people remained at night in the yard, sleeping
outdoors. A proper “delousing” and other “procedures” on the swollen num-
bers of inmates was no longer a remotest option. The model camp Dachau,
where fear and obedience were above all, was plunged into chaos. Buildings
burned, detainees stormed the storerooms of food and clothes ... Not having
the railway any longer, the administration started to form larger columns of
detainees and send them on foot under a heavier convoy to Tyrol. The march
commanders and most guards were now from the camp center itself, highly
experienced in driving columns and generally handling camp inmates. To
assist them on the way, they brought with them huge, savage dogs and also
many German criminal (“black”) convicts, who were now dressed in SS
jackets and armed with guns.

The new regimen during the march soon made itself felt. The attendants
were exceedingly brutal; they bullied people with no reason at all and tor-
tured them terribly. The guards set their ferocious dogs on |16| hundreds of
detainees, mostly those who had fallen behind, and then finished the victims
off themselves (with a “mercy shot”). Once, a truck raced too close to the rows
of the march, killing a Jewish detainee (Levinson, from Camp 1). The victim’s
brother, who walked together with him, bent down to see what had happened
to his brother. The attendants promptly set the dogs on him too, who bit off his
cheek, ripped his sides, and he was left lying there dead, by his brother’s side.

The march didn’t proceed in a straight line. Because of the nearby front
and the bombardments, the columns made many detours and were forced to
hide in the woods. Not far from Bad Tolz, in the vicinity of Kénigsdorf, the

11 Most likely Akiva Leizer Reif; almost his entire family was murdered in the Shavli
ghetto. <https://shtetlshkud.com/families-2/reif/> (May 27, 2024).
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columns had to turn back as the front had supposedly moved quite close by.
The march then veered off to the left of the route and some of the columns
crossed a bridge, which was immediately blown up by the SS. A column of
about 3,000 Russians remained on the other side. Various things were told
about the fate of those Russians.

Hunger was all-consuming. On May 1, a column of detainees spotted
by the side of the road several dead horses, blown up by bombs. In a flash,
they pounced upon the carcasses, tearing pieces of flesh off them. The SS
responded by firing and beating. One Jew from the group (Camp 10) had
his head slashed open by a guard. We still meet him today, with his stitched
forehead, in Munich.

Many of the prisoners themselves treated one another with much brutal-
ity. The Jews had a lot to endure at the hands of the different Aryan detainees,
especially the Ukrainians. They would attack the weaker Jews and snatch their
meted-out piece of bread, literally out of their mouths. This was accompanied
by the familiar lexicon of antisemitic abuse, as well as a blow. At night they
would also snatch from the Jews their blankets, again with blows.

The nights for the detainees were even worse than the days. Moving
deeper into the region of the Alps, where nights are so cold in early spring,
the people were driven into valleys and swamps or onto bare mountains for
“sleep” The night of May 1, the last night before the liberation, was extremely
harsh. Entire columns were “put up” for the night |17| in a large swamp not
far from Bad Tolz. During the night, a frost set in and at daybreak snow came
down thickly, covering the people. Many were left with frozen fingers and
toes from that night.

After 9 days and 8 nights of the march, on Wednesday, May 2, 1945,
around 10 AM, the columns of prisoners between Bad Tolz and Waakirchen
were liberated by the Americans. A large number of the liberated inmates
were straightaway taken to infirmaries. Those who were extremely weak
were hospitalized by the Americans in the German military facility of Bad
Tolz. A week later the sick were moved from there to various other hospitals
and sanatoria. Hundreds of the liberated inmates were bedridden for months
afterward, and many of them never recovered.

A larger group from the Kaufering camps, mainly from Camp 11, never
reached Dachau. They stopped off at a labor camp near Karlsfeld, a small town
between Munich and Dachau, and stayed there for two days. Then the column
was driven on foot back in the direction of Munich. The prisoners walked
through Pasing (a suburb of Munich), Fiirstenfeldbruck, Starnberg and many
other places to the south of Munich in the direction of Tyrol. In the village of
Buchberg, 5 km from Wolfratshausen, east of Lake Starnberg, the column was
liberated on Tuesday afternoon, May 1, 1945.
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The liberated inmates were quartered in a camp near the village itself.
A few months later they were transferred nearer to Wolfratshausen, to the
former labor camp of Fohrenwald,'> which remains until today one of the
largest Jewish camps in Bavaria.

D. Transportation of the Sick

At the departure from the camps, the sick, as mentioned earlier, were sepa-
rated from the rest. From the |18| Kaufering camp cluster these people were
initially brought into Camp 1, where the commandant’s headquarters of all
the adjacent camps was located. The sick were mostly supplied by Camp 4,
which had been serving for the past few months as a death camp or a “cold
crematorium’” for the worn-out inmates (Muselméanner).*?

12 Fohrenwald, established in the American Zone of occupation, was one of the largest
and most significant DP camps and an important center of Jewish life in postwar
Europe. Built in 1939 near the city of Wolfratshausen approximately 30 km from
Munich, it served as accommodation for employees of I. G. Farben and housed forced
laborers during the war. After liberation, the U.S. Army established an international
DP camp at the site, which was converted to a center solely for Jewish DPs in fall 1945
following President Harry S. Truman’s (1884-1972) receipt of the Harrison Report
(Document 15), which detailed the squalid living conditions in DP camps throughout
the American Zone and the special needs of Jewish DPs in particular. The population
of Fohrenwald fluctuated over the twelve years of its existence, reaching upward of
5,300 in the early years. The camp flourished as a center of Orthodoxy and had a
rich educational and cultural life, which was highlighted in the Yiddish newspaper
Bamidbar. Wochncajtung fun di bafrajte Jidn (In the Desert. Weekly Newspaper of
the Liberated Jews), published by DPs in the camp from December 12, 1945, until
September 4, 1946, as well as in an almanac published in September 1947 document-
ing life in the camp during its first two years. By 1950, most people who could secure
emigration opportunities had already left the camp, but several thousand “hard-core”
DPs ineligible for, or incapable of, emigration or resettlement remained, including the
elderly and the infirm. The camp finally closed in 1957, the last of the Jewish DP camps
to do so, when the remainder of its significant Orthodox community was resettled in
Munich. Bamidbar. Wochncajtung fun di befrajte Jidn, in: YIVO Archives, New York,
Jewish DP Periodicals, acc no. 015004283, call no. 1964-Y-466, reel 15.11; Fernvalder
almanakh bamidbar, September 1947, in: YIVO Archives, New York, Jewish DP Peri-
odicals, acc no. 015004283/2, call no. 1964-Y-458, reel 04.07. On Jewish DP life in
Fohrenwald, see Konigseder/Wetzel, Waiting for Hope; Crago-Schneider, Jewish
“Shtetls” in Postwar Germany; Alois Berger, Fohrenwald, das vergessene Schtetl:
Ein verdringtes Kapitel deutsch-jiidischer Nachkriegsgeschichte, Munich 2023.

13 Muselmann (Germ., pl. Muselmdnner), was a term used by prisoners of Nazi con-
centration camps to refer to those prisoners in the final stages of physical and
mental exhaustion brought on by starvation. Muselmdnner were characterized by a
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Once “Muselmann transports” to Auschwitz'* stopped (the last transport
from Kaufering left on October 25, 1944), Camp 4 finally became the “con-
valescent home” for the non-working elements. Almost every four weeks the
center would impose on each camp a fixed quota of inmates to be supplied
to Camp 4. Selecting people and designating them as Muselmanner that had
to be sent to the “cold crematorium” was the job of each camp commandant,
who would in turn enlist the help of the camp doctors and Oberkapos. For the
required quota to be met, a number of healthier people would be thrown in,
whose chances to “make it through” would hit rock bottom once they crossed
into the “convalescent camp.” The inmates in Camp 4 were already exempt
from labor, and no one particularly bothered with roll calls here either. The
people in question could no longer hope to get even a minimum food ration;
the distribution of food here was the worst of the worst, virtually non-existent.
To make matters worse, the inmates were practically naked. Prior to their
transport from the camps, the clothing offices would collect “back” from each
one of them his coat, pullover, wooden shoes if in better condition and often
the blanket, too. As for medical treatment or any sanitary control, needless

visible wasting away of the fat layers, dry or peeling skin stretching tightly over the
bones showing their outline, sunken and clouded eyes giving the face a mask-like
appearance, and muscular atrophy.

14 The Auschwitz main complex was comprised of three camps. Auschwitz I, the
main camp, was the center of the Auschwitz complex, functioning primarily as a
concentration camp. Auschwitz II-Birkenau served the combined functions of mass
killing center and concentration camp, with a separate complex of gas chambers and
crematoria where the Germans gassed victims using hydrogen cyanide (Zyklon B)
and subsequently burned the corpses. The majority of the victims of the Auschwitz
complex, approximately one million people (of whom over 90 percent were Jews),
perished in Birkenau. Auschwitz III-Monowitz, also known as Buna, was located
about 6.5 km east of the Auschwitz I main camp. Nazi leadership supported the
building of a synthetic fuels and rubber plant (Buna) by German chemical firm
I.G. Farben, coming to an agreement with the firm to supply prisoners from the
Monowitz main camp as slave laborers. In January 1945, with Soviet forces approach-
ing, the Germans evacuated the Auschwitz complex. Already in the process of
dismantling them, the Germans blew up the gas chambers and crematoria on the
eve of evacuation. The next day, those prisoners who remained alive were taken by
foot to sites nearly 65 km from Auschwitz; many were either shot by guards or died
from hunger or cold. The survivors of this death march were placed on open cattle
cars and taken to camps in Germany. Charles Sydor, Art. Auschwitz I Main Camp, in:
Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 203-208;
Franciszek Piper, Art. Auschwitz II-Birkenau Main Camp, in: ibid., 209-214; Florian
Schmaltz, Art. Auschwitz ITI-Monowitz Main Camp [aka Buna], in: ibid., 215-220.
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to say there was none. The inmates were thrown into dugouts; there they had
to rot on the damp bunks and wait for death to come. The only interest the
camp administration showed here was the exact number of the dead every
day, which often reached up to 50! In the course of just a few months hundreds
and thousands of people lost their lives in Camp 4.

During the liquidation of the camps, a formal assessment of the healthy
and sick took place also in Camp 4. For many of those doomed to die a
Nirvana death, there was a sudden flicker of hope to shuffle back into |19| the
rows of people entitled to live. A considerable number of inmates whose fate
had been sealed now stood in the “healthy” rows, resolute and prepared with
their last strength to make the march of tens of kilometers! The columns set
out on foot. However, most of the marchers, together with stragglers from the
other camps, were brought to Allach.

On Wednesday afternoon, April 25, the transportation of close to
1,000 sick commenced in this very Camp 4. The camp commandant with his
henchmen went around the barracks, driving people out. However, hardly
anyone could move. The Germans threatened that the barracks would be soon
set on fire and the entire camp would be blown up ... Not far from the camp
lay the railway. The SS cut in one place the barbed wire surrounding the camp
and drove people through the opening toward the railway. The extremely
weak were carried on wagons. The first group of the sick left on a train that
brought them in a short while to the building site of the Holzmann firm, a
couple of kilometers from Camp 1."* The site was rather too well-known to
the camp inmates from around here, who for months day and night had been
building gigantic underground factories, where hundreds and thousands of
people had lost their health and lives. Here at the Holzmann construction site,
a transport team from Camp 1 was waiting for the sick, with the Lageraltester
by the name of Hans at the head.’®* Those who were in a better physical

15 Philipp Holzmann AG was a German construction company based in Frankfurt
am Main. At the time of the Nazis’ rise to power, the firm had 20,800 employees. It
contributed to several major building projects during the Nazi era, including the new
Reich Chancellery in Berlin and the Nazi Party rally grounds in Nuremberg. After
the war, the company was prosecuted for using and profiting from Nazi forced labor
programs. Manfred Pohl, Philipp Holzmann: Geschichte eines Bauunternehmens
1849-1999, Munich 1999.

16 The Lageriltester (camp elder) was at the head of the prisoner hierarchy in a given
concentration camp and was responsible to the SS for maintaining order throughout
the camp. The camp elder supervised the Blockdlteste (block elders) each of whom
controlled one accommodation barrack. The camp elder and block elders were often
political prisoners.
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condition were promptly ordered to get out of the wagons, and guards drove
them on foot to Camp 1. Hans took over the gravely ill. He ordered his team
to “chuck” them into the provided wagons and take the “shit” to Camp 1.
Whole piles of the sick people, suffocating against one another, were tossed
in each wagon. They groaned and pleaded to be allowed to walk instead, they
couldn’t take it any longer! Hans, however, worked away with his stick and
gave an order to his team of wagon pullers: go! Feet, hands and heads were
hanging off the sides of the wagons, dragging and rubbing against the wheels
and the ground. Many of the unfortunate ones had known Hans from before
and knew he was a political prisoner (social democrat) and sometimes wasn’t
actually |20| that brutal. They tried now, in their last agony, to appeal to Hans:

“Herr Lageriltester Hans, you really aren’t that awful!”

“It was once!” replied Hans arrogantly. Meaning that it was not the time
to yield to the whims of humaneness. And his stick moved into action again.

The road from the Holzmann and Moll'” sites was in the winter of
1944-1945 strewn with the bodies of the hundreds and thousands of victims.
Seldom did a shift return to the camp from these construction sites without
anyone fatally maimed, frozen and exhausted among them. This bloody road
yet again brought forth fatalities during the last days of the camp, at the very
end of April 1945, just before the liberation.

Outside Camp 4, on Wednesday evening, a second group of the sick in
critical condition was still lying by the railway tracks. They had been waiting
for a train since 5 PM, which should’ve taken them to the Holzmann site. It
had already grown dark, but the train hadn’t arrived. The people, half naked,
lay in the field all night. Masses of victims expired there from cold exposure.

Only at 7 AM on Thursday did the train arrive. The train having barely
gone a distance of a few hundred meters, American airplanes swooped down
from above and opened fire. Again, people were killed and injured, the guards
fled, and the inmates crawled back to their Camp 4. In the evening, the sick
were again brought to the railway tracks. Again, they spent the night freezing
in a field and left behind more bodies, and at daybreak on Friday the group of
the sick was taken by train to the Holzmann site. However, they weren’t taken
to Camp 1 because all the detainees from there on the same Thursday night
had been - also with threats and bullying - chased out of their dugouts, driven
to the site and sent with a transport in the direction of Dachau. The train
with the new arrivals from Camp 4 promptly set out in the same direction,
to deliver the handful of dying inmates to their great camp center, Dachau!

17 Leonhard Moll AG is a German construction company that was founded in Munich
in 1894. Like Philipp Holzmann AG, Moll was prosecuted after the war for using and
profiting from Nazi forced labor programs.
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|21] E. Near Schwabhausen

Slowly and with longer breaks, the trains with all the remaining sick and weak
in the Kaufering camps dragged through the night of Thursday to Friday.
Having made a journey of about 12 kilometers, on Friday at dawn the train
arrived not far from the Schwabhausen station. By that time, a military train,
apparently spotted by the American airplanes, had also arrived there. Shortly
the shooting from above began. The bullets also hit the locomotive of the
inmates’ train and the front cars carrying mostly sick women. In the event
over 100 inmates were killed, not counting the heavily injured ones. As soon
as the shooting began, the guards fled to the nearby wood. The inmates made
a dash after them. The transport leader, a wild SS, didn’t like that, and opened
tire with his Browning, gunning people down.

The train couldn’t go any further. During the day, the inmates drifted
around the wagons and in the woods. Some tried to push deeper and further
away until they were gone. The rows of the guards also grew thinner as if they
were attracted [by something] somewhere. At night railway coaches on a side
track started burning. A little later, also a couple of buildings of the railway
station. Allegedly, the Germans themselves had set them on fire. The Jews
thought there was no reason for it other than that they were free at last!
A multitude of famished inmates descended on the wagons with provisions
and “fixed” themselves something to eat. However, freedom hadn’t come
yet. The guards reappeared and proceeded to force everyone back into the
wagons. The inmates, however, now had more courage and were in no hurry
to get back into the crammed, roofless and rain-soaked coal wagons. Everyone
tried to hide in the woods, in the fields and nearby villages. The SS scattered
in a triangle formation and started shooting. Some ten people |22| fell, but
many managed to hide. Most of the sick, however, were returned to the
wagons and a locomotive took them and the SS to Dachau, where two days
later they were liberated.*

Around 200 Jews remained in the woods near Schwabhausen. The extraor-
dinary situation in which they found themselves wouldn’t let them rest. They
paced about among the trees all night from Friday to Saturday, kept taking
counsel and couldn’t decide what to do next. On the one hand, they were rid

* About this transport, see further account by Dr. L. Goldshtein, From Schwabhau-
sen to Dachau. - Ed."®

18 Lazar Goldstein, Von Schwabhausen nach Dachau, reprinted in: Beer/Roth (eds.),
Von der letzten Zerstérung, 404-407.
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of the SS and the guards, their long-standing companions. On the other hand,
however, the Americans were still nowhere to be seen, and there was no telling
when they might arrive. Therefore, the whole “legal” status of the people in
the woods was quite problematic: free, and yet not liberated ... Some believed
it was imperative to get legitimized as soon as possible, let the Germans arrest
them! Many, however, in their prison garb and grim and confusing situation
just couldn’t comprehend that they themselves should go and give themselves
up for confinement - and to whom! And precisely when the Germans
themselves were counting down the last minutes of their persistent regime ...!
These were the problems on the agenda of the first “free” meeting of Jews on
Bavarian soil on the eve of the collapse of the Nazi regime. On that night the
first seed of the organized She’erit Hapletah' in Germany sprouted in the
woods near Schwabhausen. Dr. Zalman Grinberg,*® Dr. Shmuel Grinhoyz,*!

19 Introd., chap. 1 provides a detailed description of the term.

20 Zalman Grinberg (1912-1983), born in Lithuania, was a medical doctor and impris-
oned at the Dachau-Kaufering concentration camp. After his liberation in 1945, he
became the head of a Jewish DP hospital at the St. Ottilien monastery and served as
chairman for the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria from its inception
in July 1945; in January 1946, Grinberg became chairman of the newly expanded
organization, subsequently referred to as the Central Committee of Liberated Jews
in the American Zone (CCLJA). He held the position until he left for Israel in July
1946. In 1955, he immigrated to the United States; at the time of his death in Mineola,
New York, he lived in Seaford, Long Island. Brenner, After the Holocaust, 33. See
also Zalman Grinberg, A Former Dachau Prisoner Reports: Idleness is Demoralizing
the Displaced Jews. Useful Work Will Save Them from Disintegration, in: New York
Public Library, call no. *ZP-*PBM n.c. 141 no. 3, reel *ZZ-16578, 6 pp.

21 Shmuel Grinhoyz (1900-1975), also known as Samuel Gringauz, was born in Tilsit in
East Prussia (today Sovetsk, Russia, near the border with Lithuania). He studied
economics, philosophy and law in Germany, Switzerland, Russia, Italy, and France.
After the German occupation of Lithuania, he was imprisoned in the Kovno ghetto,
where he headed the labor department of the Alfestenrat. After the liquidation of
the ghetto in August 1944, he was deported to Dachau and performed forced labor
in the Kaufering subcamps. Gringauz was among the most active in creating the
official institutions representing Jewish DPs in Germany. Together with Zalman
Grinberg, he organized the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria and
was elected to its leadership; he also served as chairman of the Jewish committee of
Landsberg DP Camp, where he lived. Gringauz was elected three times as head of
the Landsberg Jewish committee and twice as the head of the Central Committee of
Liberated Jews, emerging as one of the most notable political leaders of the She’erit
Hapletah. In 1948 he immigrated to the United States and worked at the Jewish
Restitution Successor Organization and its successor organization, the Jewish Claims
Conference.
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agronomist Yakov Oleyski,** Dr. Nochum Katz?** and other activists of the later
Central Committee* and other leading institutions of the liberated Jews in
Germany, started to act there.

On Saturday morning, a Jewish delegation was sent out to the village
burgomaster to discuss the situation of the inmates and to see if he would
put them up in the village for the time being. The appearance of this pris-
on-uniformed delegation and their request were, to a Nazi burgomaster in
an Upper Bavarian village, in every respect beyond his comprehension and
certainly outside his authority; |23| yet, when the armies of the “Jewish world
power; i.e., the Allied forces, were already so close to his homeland, he, the
burgomaster, didn’t fail to realize that he couldn’t turn the delegation entirely

22 TJacob Oleiski (1900-1981), also known as Yakov or Yankev Oleyski, was the driving
force behind the establishment of vocational training in DP camps to prepare Jewish
youth for their future life in Palestine. Before the war, he was the director of the
Lithuanian branch of the Society for Trades and Agricultural Labor among Jews in
Russia (Obshchestvo remeslennogo i zemledel'cheskogo truda sredi yevreev v Rossii;
ORT), a philanthropic organization that sought to open up new professions for
Jews through craft and agricultural training programs. After liberation, Oleiski was
appointed director of ORT activities in in the DP camps in the American Zone; the
first educational programs established were in Fohrenwald, Feldafing and Landsberg.
He immigrated to Israel in 1948.

23 Nochum (or Nachum) Katz (1910 - after 1995) was born in Kovno (today Kaunas,
Lithuania). Following Operation Barbarossa and the German invasion of the Soviet
Union, Katz and his family were relocated to the Kovno ghetto. He was later deported
to Dachau, where he was assigned to a forced labor unit. Katz was liberated by the
Allies in Schwabhausen after they bombarded his transport. A medical professional
before the war, Katz worked alongside Zalman Grinberg in the St. Ottilien DP hos-
pital and was also active in the CCLJA. Nachum Katz, Interview Code 16478, Shoah
Foundation Visual History Archive, <https://vha.usc.edu/search> (May 27, 2024).

24 The Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria (known in Yiddish as the Tsen-
tral komitet fun di bafrayte yidn, commonly abbreviated as ZK, for Tsentral komitet,
in accordance with prevailing Latin-letter transliteration of the Yiddish at the time),
which was initiated by Zalman Grinberg, Samuel Gringauz, and Rabbi Abraham
Klausner, was established in July 1945 in response to the conditions throughout the
DP camps in the region, where food, medical supplies, clothes and shelter were scarce
or of poor quality. Grinberg served as the organization’s first chairman; in January
1946, he was elected to lead the newly expanded organization, subsequently referred
to as the Central Committee of Liberated Jews in the American Zone. DPs from
camps across the American Zone headed the organization’s numerous departments,
which assisted each DP camp’s Jewish committee in representing the interests of each
camp’s Jewish DPs while working with camp administration in all aspects of DP life.
Mankowitz, Life Between Memory and Hope, 101-130.
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down. He promised to make every effort to “expedite” the transportation of
the stray inmates to Dachau, where they belonged. The Jewish activists also
turned to the Wehrmacht unit, the Luftwaffe,>® which was stationed in the
village. They, too, found that the only help they could offer to such a piece of
filth was to pack them off to Dachau as soon as possible ... The first actions
of the delegation brought a bitter smile to the faces of many of the Jews:
prisoner ambassadors went to plead that the group be driven back to the
battery cages ... They were somewhat gratified, however, that a member of
the delegation, Dr. Grinberg, returned with a Red Cross band on his sleeve,
which meant an official sign of a doctor. In the camps even a Jewish professor
of medicine could only be at best a “paramedic”! Dr. Grinberg’s first order was
to gather all the dead and bury them. He himself and a group of healthier men
proceeded to dig out three mass graves. Local peasants and Wehrmacht sol-
diers came to their aid. Nearly 150 Jews were interred here. The burial of Jews
has for generations been associated with the revival of Jewish autonomous life,
from the ancient communities to the landsmanshaftn in the modern times.*®

At night, the first American reconnoiterers drove past the village in a
tank! This definitely influenced the burgomaster, and the Jews were offered
more tangible help. They were provided with food (a kettle with potatoes to
cook outside). Besides, the burgomaster gave them straw for bedding and
“accommodated” them for the night in several small abandoned barracks, a

25 German Reich Air Forces.

26 Founded in the late 1800s, landsmanshaftn are benevolent aid associations of Jewish
immigrants from the same town. Landsmanshaftn of immigrants, as well as those
from many other Jewish communities across Eastern Europe, were established across
the world, providing those who hailed from the same hometown with an international
network of support. This served many functions, helping Jewish DPs to secure
material aid while living in the DP camps, establish memorialization efforts, gather
information on potential immigration options, and numerous other activities vital
to rehabilitation and the rebirth of Jewish life and community among the survivors
of the Holocaust. The notion of landsmanshaftn has often gotten short shrift in
DP histories, and research specifically focusing on the activity of landsmanshaftn in
postwar-occupied Europe remains in its infancy. Histories on the landsmanshaftn
have tended to focus on their activities in receiving countries with newly arrived
immigrants. Daniel Soyer, Jewish Immigrant Associations and American Identity in
New York, 1880-1939: Jewish landsmanshaftn in American Culture, Detroit, Mich.,
2018; Eliyana R. Adler/Sheila E. Jelen (eds.), Reconstructing the Old Country:
American Jewry in the Post-Holocaust Decades, Detroit, Mich., 2017; Michael
Weisser, A Brotherhood of Memory: Jewish Landsmanshaftn in the New World, New
York 1985.
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barn and empty cattle wagons. During the night, a larger number of American
tanks drove through the village, and the following morning, Sunday, April 29,
Schwabhausen was firmly in American hands.

With the help of the liberators, on Tuesday, May 1, all the Jews were moved
8 km from Schwabhausen to |25| St. Ottilien,”” to a German military hospital.
Since that day St. Ottilien has been serving as a Jewish convalescent home
and is one of the greatest medical centers of the She’erit Hapletah in Germany.

E In Allach

The Allach concentration camp has been for a number of years one of the
largest subcamps of Dachau. Only 7 km from the center, it always felt here
like more of a real Dachau regimen. The barracks here were made of concrete,
according to the familiar standardized type in the established camps, not of
cardboard, nor were they dugouts, like almost in all the newly created camps
of the last years. Until the beginning of the spring of 1945, the inmates of
Allach, as in the Dachau center itself, were almost entirely Aryans, a mishmash
of European peoples. The march to Tyrol brought here also masses of Jews,
for whom several blocks were allocated, strictly set off with barbed wire and
a guard from the “Aryan part” On April 23, a large transport of Jews departed
from Allach toward Tyrol. The people were squeezed into small roofless coal
wagons, 120 to a wagon. After about a week of traveling in the snow, rain and
wind, they were liberated en route by the Americans south of Lake Starnberg,
near Staltach railway station.

After the transport, about 400 Jews remained in Allach, mostly Hungarian
and some Polish. With the march from Kaufering and the other neighboring
camps, a new “intake” of the sick and stragglers began flooding in here from
Wednesday, April 25. Others arrived here more dead than alive. A group of
inmates from Camp 3 brought with them several casualties of an accident
on the way. On Thursday night a truck raced by too close to the marching
column and ran over 3 people who were pushing a wagon with the guards’
belongings. One of the three (Motl Beker, formerly a ticket seller in the Kovno

27 Converted into a hospital, rehabilitation center, and camp for mostly Jewish DPs,
the former Benedictine monastery of St. Ottilien provided care for approximately
6,100 patients, between April 1945 and May 1948. The facility also functioned as
a primary maternity ward for Jewish mothers, overseeing the birth of 431 children
during this period. Evita Wiecki, Eine Etappe der “Subjektwerdung als Nation”
Die Geschichte der jiidischen DP-Anlage im Kloster St. Ottilien 1945-1948, in:
Hagen et al. (eds.), Displaced Persons-Forschung in Deutschland und Osterreich,
311-328. See also <http://dphospital-ottilien.org> (May 27, 2024).
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Jewish theater) was forcefully pressed against a tree by the side of the road,
sustaining serious injuries. In the barracks in Allach he lay in agony for a few
days and died on Tuesday, May 1.

On Friday evening (April 27) the Jewish “intake” in Allach |26| reached
close to 2,300 men. In those days the SS interfered very little in the running
of the camp, and the entire internal order was in the hands of the Kapos.
The same few blocks, each of which could accommodate a maximum of
200 people, remained for the whole mass of Jews. One block housed an infir-
mary, where the Jewish-Hungarian doctors only kept their protégé patients.
In another block, no. 24, the VIPs - about 150 Jewish Kapos, doctors, camp
writers, etc. — were put up. The rest, over 2,000 Jews, were packed solid into
three blocks. The cramped conditions here were catastrophic. Day and night,
seriously ill people didn’t even have anywhere to lean against or sit down, let
alone lie down; there was no room to go across the block; it was difficult even
to push one’s way outside to relieve oneself. Every step through the barracks in
the pitch darkness of the night was coupled with grave danger; because of the
frequent air raids, the electricity was permanently off. In addition, it happened
more than once in the night that the three-level wooden bunk structures
(“rifles”) collapsed from the excessive overload, together with the sleeping
people - in that crowdedness and darkness! It was obvious that fatalities were
not rare in the blocks.

However, even here, in those conditions, quite a numerous privileged
class emerged among the victims themselves. Unexpectedly and without any
particular need, alongside so many Kapos, special police were organized in
every block. Healthier, smart boys from different countries, who themselves
had just arrived here from the various camps, sniffed each other out and
crowned themselves bosses over the remaining, barely alive, people, who had
arrived here with the same march, and began to impose “order.” To begin with,
in the roomy and better area in every block they kicked all the sick off their
bunks into the corners to create for themselves a separate “police station.”
Here they had more comfortable bunks for themselves and could play cards
with more scope. They were also the first to eat and especially to get a better
bite. And later, soon after the liberation, many of these people were again
the first to proclaim themselves |27 as highly progressive, and as a matter of
course took into their hands the leadership of the masses ... In any event, with
the emergence of this special police the crampedness and hell for the rest of
the Jews in Allach became even more unbearable.

On Saturday morning, April 29, people from the orderly room came into
the blocks and announced in raised voices that according to the latest radio
update Germany had capitulated.

No more, no less!
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The dead rolled toward each other across the wooden floor with lively
kisses, and suddenly the terrible suffocating crampedness gave way to a large
bright area for a Carpathian Jew to break into a Hasidic dance. From the
stifled bunks and corners came a heavy, but muffled, applause and singing.

A little later, the news sounded somewhat different. “Our” Bavaria broke
off from the Reich on her own initiative and was going to negotiate for herself
a separate armistice.

Such and similar announcements of liberation, in a little while followed
by “corrections,” came flooding in for the next couple of days. In fairness,
clear signs in the camp itself indeed started to appear. On the same Saturday
morning no SS guards were to be seen by the camp gate and on the lookout
towers. Later, Aryan convicts appeared wearing white bands on their sleeves
and armed with rifles. White flags with a red cross had been hung out all
across the camp. However, before the real liberation arrived, the camp had
yet to live through some terrifying experiences, sustaining loss of life in the
process.

During the day on Sunday, squadrons of American airplanes began to fly
one after another over and around the camp. The Germans on the western
side, quite nearby, promptly opened fire from their camouflaged AA guns.*®
This went on for the entire afternoon. Every time the fight paused briefly; the
news spread across the camp like wildfire: the Americans! And people ran to
look at them as far as ... the electric fence. At night, a dense cannonade started
from both sides of the camp. Bullets and shrapnel flew through the barracks,
every now and again there came a flash, |28| an explosion and a shiver down
the spine. People lay crammed together on the ground and kept asking
themselves: is this their last deadly fright? Around 9 PM a bomb dropped
in the infirmary and exploded there, blasting the door and windows and a
section of a wall, killing several people and injuring many more. Later in the
night the fire grew more restrained, muffled, as if from a distance. Frightened
Jews interpreted it that the Germans must’ve driven the Americans away. The
majority, however, were better strategists. They demonstrated with all the
evidence at their disposal that the German army hadn’t been anywhere near
for a long time. Only the “tops” were hiding somewhere, but they had also
been smoked out by now.

This time - a rare occurrence in the last years — the optimists were right.
People slinked out of the barracks at dawn and, true enough, didn’t see any
sign of a German soldier anywhere.

28 Anti aircraft guns.
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On Monday, April 30, around 11 AM, the Americans were already in the
village of Allach and in some half an hour entered the camp.

000

To the masses of murdered victims in the camps, the Nazis in their last
death throes added the insane idea of driving the last camp inmates into the
Tyrolean Mountains. This sinister rampage of the evil phantom again cost
countless lives. But to see their plan through, to settle the last scores with the
detainees and at the last minute spare not a single one of them, this the Nazis
didn’t succeed in doing. They didn’t succeed in destroying the last witnesses
to their atrocities.

Only a handful of the millions in the camps and only a fragment of the
tens of thousands of the marchers made it through that last phase of the
torment and pain. Not many of them are left. They are the last witnesses who
have gone through so much, who know and still remember.

And this is their testimony!

(Z.H.K.* 821/969)
I. Kaplan
000

29  Archive of the (Centralna) Zydowska Komisja Historyczna (CZKH; (Central) Jewish
Historical Commission, CJHC); established in Lublin in December 1944 under Philip
Friedman’s (1901-1960) leadership, the CJHC was a crucial documentation initiative
affiliated with the Central Committee of Polish Jews, the main Jewish organization
representing the Jewish population in Poland. It aimed to document the murder
of the Polish Jews through archival material and eyewitness reports, publishing
the material for a wide readership. After moving to £6dz in 1945, it operated up to
25 local commissions. The CJHC findings significantly contributed to Polish war
crimes trials and the Nuremberg Tribunal (1945/1946). Political pressures led to most
members leaving by 1950. Replaced by the Jewish Historical Institute in 1947, the
CJHC collected nearly 3,000 eyewitness reports and substantial archival documents,
publishing c. 40 monographs. Jockusch, Collect and Record!, chap. 4.
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Document 2

Mordkhe Shtrigler,®® “And What's Next? An Introductory Article at the Beginning
of a Free Discussion on the Subject of ‘Where to?”

Buchenwald, May 4, 1945°

Newspaper article, 2 pages

Language: Yiddish; translated by Lena Watson

Tkhies hameysim,”> May 4, 1945 (no. 1), 3f., in: Moreshet Archive, Moreshet
Mordechai Anielevich Memorial Holocaust Study and Research Center, Haifa,
Item no. 148056
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30 Mordkhe Shtrigler (1918-1998) was educated in Lithuanian yeshivas and received his
rabbinical ordination in Warsaw in 1937. When he was deported to Buchenwald in
August 1944, he had already been through ten concentration camps. After liberation,
he became a prolific Yiddish writer and journalist in Paris and, after his immigra-
tion to the United States in 1953, in New York. In the immediate postwar years,
he published numerous accounts dealing with life under Nazi occupation and in
concentration camps. In Buchenwald, Shtrigler was active in organizing a clandestine
educational network for the children in the concentration camp and was the driving
force behind the publication of Tkhies hameysim (The Resurrection of the Dead). In
this article, Shtrigler opens a discussion on the possibility of reestablishing Jewish
communal life in European countries and especially in Poland.

31 This is the date indicated on page one of the newspaper. However, for technical
reasons, the reproducing took place only some days later.

32 Tkhies hameysim was the first and only issue of a handwritten publication which
encompassed six pages and appeared three weeks after the liberation of Buchenwald.
Lewinsky, Jewish Poets, chap. 1.1.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666311574 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



116 Upon Liberation

YIYIIWYIARTVIDTDIE T N 1R IWWTN L. PORD PTITIYONN K N2 JOwY YURY?
DONPIZ K BN ,12Y7 IWIT K 1PN TWBIYA DN FINT IWIY?R°21 19T 1D OK? Oy T 0270 yT
YO 0NN IR AN VIV

PR IR BYP YIPIIN AWK 1OPRNYIDIN VI IWWININ 1IN 13173190 "IN IYIAN PR 1IN T
YOWIY YT AN IWDVIY 1IR?P DYT VW T2 ORI IR LLLIRNYI DIYMVYE R D
BN TORNINI PN 177D DYDY IRT PR'A IN .OW"1 112 12792 KT IX T U’ DYWIND .YINID
DN INDR 3YN AT PR TIRD 7797 11D T2 1797 1IND 2PN PN S ERIPOIND 1971 N0 1w
YT ININR" YT "PIRINTD" AT LNT TN O NN IYNYI TR N OINTOR 2PN 007
J2PYTONT INDP TN PR Y710 IWINN PR LIPATON .2 920 NS .. "yIImoy”
R P18 LYY - DOITA" :WIYTIR 207K IWAN INT>T PR 219 N0 T wwa 071 |4
T DINDIYT 1 VOTEIYT 1O WY M TIRD DY PR LPAR PPN PR 9P M - T
I OV IWUIN 12V VIR I TR 2311 1K N AY00YNw NN VTN 7PN 119 9172 03T PR
LN R "2DINN T IR (PITIIONN PR TP PR N2 TIND T M URDY Y PR NN
12911 Y272 IR YOIYRI Y1770 1D DIORW T .71 TIWPAIR VW1 PR W 19P TR 1171 10170
TYAIPYA YN 10072 ORNIND ,ONNIND 139710 P[A] IR 190w 11X T IND P Ty 0
1D T Yy 72y 1297 IR RITRTIPR R DY PR YN 272P ITTIR 97K 18I0 7T 1Y
TR WONR PITI NN, D2I0W YWITOW I ROIR YT IVIVIVARD TPV [VmIpRTIN OROY 0
PNYAIN IWIPD K VA 0IYTIRDYI IO T IO "YIP - PR DIV VT ONN 1Y 180y
TR TR 2911 PN UINT - AIYTIIND IWORINTINIIYVIN N IND 172 K 177 N X 0N
12°DY3 YIYTIN VI 1N PR IPPOWIYTIVIVP D1 PRNIP 0IVIYI IR [YYIVI PR AN ONN
PR OVINWYE ¥ 1203770 1771 1192 V"3 21 TR 11721 L. 0 PR T192D7IR 12311 0NN
TANTT ONN 07100 *7 ... 2UYOW PR IYMPIXDNIN 177711 1IN YDIAYIYI IR $170 IND 0y
DR TV W A”IN 1,973 P22 K 77N 1 7T IR 110 TUIRAYA [0I0 09K 2R 1w 7°[2]
TYRIP X TP NN W 129N ORN T ... YRPTYAY? YT 11D 17 7T 1IYDw ¥ 12p 11D 0NN PR
2RI V0P 1T, 2PIR ,ORN PIM PR 021D 107K IWTNN ND Y2927 N X 12N 1291 107K
21R 2R IPIAN 27100 YN IR IWIMITR OINA TIND PPN [N 1)

L PTIPTT IR 6 NI - R YAYI WD NN LRI IYIAR PR 19IYT OYPINID T
DN 77N IYDVIY PP70W K 191 N IR YOYID YW TIVIOMIN YT T - 1IN YIYTNIIND
Y1112 ,1°7p ND UPX IYRING T WK PR VYN T IN 1N YT, YARTD WRIvIyIa v
2IyniTNn NE ARPW 1INTIVIY? DYy IDROWYION YIRID W T YT

RirAviilia)

Translation

And What’s Next?

An Introductory Article at the Beginning of a Free Discussion
on the Subject of “Where to?”

During the years of enslavement and mortal danger at every step of the way
no one thought about such questions.
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The mind of a person on death row can never be occupied with problems
of life. He has only one question on his mind: when? Is the end coming today
or is it put off until tomorrow? Having been psychologically ready to face
death any minute, we never thought about the question of “what comes next”;
never did our death-bleared eyes catch a glimpse of the other side of the fence
of “when”: for us Jews it was just one “when” that could come to mind ...
About the other “when” - “when we're freed” — only others could speak and
think ... And now a miracle has happened: a blue patch has appeared in the
sky for us too, and we experienced the great historic amnesty for the last
remnants of our declining people ... Once again we, who had been doomed to
die, felt the weight of the happy care that people with secure life and a future
have: and what’s next?

This care, however, has so suddenly and unexpectedly sprung up above
our heads that we got confused. No one has a clear answer to the first
question. It goes without saying that we’re not staying here ... That we're free!
Buchenwald®® is dreaming about a new continuation ... But where to? For
every Jew from every country the answer is clear: what do you mean, where?
Back to where we were! This will be the answer you’ll get from a French Jew,
a Hungarian Jew, an Austrian Jew ... For Comrade B. Goldberg** the same
is clear, too.
|4| But for a common Jew from Poland it is a little different. “Just think,”
reasoned a Jew with me, “how can I go back there, to that land where every
stone tells me, reminds me of my sister’s and brother’s blood, how can I live in
the same house and in the same town where my child’s brain splattered onto
the wall?” Another one thinks, “No! I can never return there. I will always
see in my mind’s eye the ghosts of my near and dear, demanding, ‘Why, why

33 Concentration camp Buchenwald, near the German city of Weimar, was one of the
largest concentration camp complexes established within Germany proper. Con-
structed in 1937, the camp housed primarily political prisoners. After the November
Pogroms, the Nazis began imprisoning Jews and other minority groups including
Roma, Sinti, people considered homosexuals, and Jehovah’s Witnesses at the camp
as well. Beginning in 1941, physicians and scientists carried out medical experiments
on Buchenwald inmates. U.S. Army troops liberated survivors of the camp in April
1945. After liberation, the camp was converted by the Allies into a DP camp. Evelyn
Zegenhagen, Art. Buchenwald Main Camp, in: Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclope-
dia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 290-296.

34 Boruch Goldberg (1908-?) sums up his communist beliefs in an article which follows
Shtrigler’s text in the original. Boruch Goldberg, Aroys fun koshmar [Out of the
Nightmare], in: Tkhies hameysim, May 4, 1945 (no. 1), 3.
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did you come back to put up your huppah®® on our graves?” When I, the one
and only Jewish survivor of my town, return home, I'll be met by my old
non-Jewish neighbors and may even come across someone who yesterday, in
‘those’ days, looted the houses, pointed with the finger: Here’s a Jew! I'm all for
international brotherhood, but there I, who have seen and heard everything,
won't ever be able to stifle those other feelings which will rage inside me ...
No! I won't be capable of having a friendly chat! Is it worth my years of
suffering to return to the shtetl? The neighbors who have long thought you
dead look at you as if you were an eyesore, a dead man who came out of the
grave to disturb the peace of the living ... And those who will dare come out
to greet you will have a smirk of astonishment and derision on their lips: Well,
Yankel, you're still alive! No! Let the Martians go there and whoever wants to.
But I? I?!”

The problem, however, isn’t so simple. We take, after six years of being
blindfolded, the foreign Jewish press and look for some kind of an answer
to this burning question, and we find that as far as the Jewish question is
concerned, throughout the war the world slept that legendary sleep of Honi
the Circle Drawer.*®

Motl Sh.

Document 3

Zalman Grinberg, “We Are Living Corpses ...”
New York, August 24, 1945

Newspaper article, 1 page

Language: English

Aufbau,” August 24, 1945, 7

35 Heb.,, the canopy under which a marriage ceremony is performed during Jewish
weddings.

36 Honi Ha-Ma'agel, a Jewish scholar and miracle worker in the Ist century BCE.
According to Talmud, he slept for 70 years.

37 Aufbau was founded in 1934 as a German-Jewish newspaper in New York. Starting
as a newsletter for the German-Jewish Exile Club of New York, it became one of the
leading anti-Nazi publications of the German exile press. Well-known personalities
including Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), Albert Einstein (1879-1955), Thomas Mann
(1875-1955), and Stefan Zweig (1881-1942) wrote for the publication. From Septem-
ber 1, 1944 until September 27, 1946, the Aufbau printed lists of Jewish Holocaust
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We Are Living Corpses ...
By Z. GRINBERG

Following are excerpts from a speech delivered in English by Z. Grin-
berg, M.D,, at the liberation ceremony in Munich-Freimann on June 10,
1945. Dr. Grinberg is a former internee of the concentration camp
Dachau-Kaufering. Pvt.*® Henry Kauders® (formerly of Vienna), who
attended the celebration, took Dr. Grinberg’s speech down.*’

1,700 Jews, the last representatives of the European Jews, after the
hardest period of sufferings ever heard of, are now here in the camp of
Munich-Flakkaserne.*' These people are the last representatives of the ven-

erable, old Jewish communities in Europe. Budapes

38
39

40
41

42

43

44

t** and Prag,*> Warsaw,**

survivors located in Europe, as well as several lists of victims. Since February 2005,
it has been published in Zurich as an online monthly with the full title Aufbau. Das
jiidische Monatsmagazin. Tekla Szymanski/Christian Otto, Art. Aufbau, in: Diner
(ed.), EJHC, vol. 1, 219-222.

Private. The lowest rank in the army.

Henry Kauders (1926-2011) came from a Viennese family of wine wholesalers. His
grandfather Sigmund Kauders (1851-1938) was the first vice-president of the Vienna
Israelitische Kultusgemeinde (Jewish Community) and initiated the construction of
the synagogue in Vienna-Simmering in 1898, which was destroyed in the November
Pogroms of 1938.

End of editorial note.

Munich-Freimann barracks, a Nazi military compound used by the SS in the
Schwabing-Freimann area of Munich which was taken over by American occupying
forces and converted into a Jewish DP camp. Today it is known as the Ernst-von-
Bergmann-Kaserne.

On the eve of the Second World War, about 200,000 Jews lived in Budapest. After
the Holocaust, the Jewish population in Budapest numbered only 100,000. On the
Jewish population in Budapest and Hungary, see Michael K. Silber, Art. Budapest, in:
Hundert (ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia, vol. 1, 260-274.

In March 1939, the Jewish population in Prague numbered around 56,000. After
the war, only 10,000 remained. Arno Patik, Art. Prague, in: Hundert (ed.), YIVO
Encyclopedia, vol. 2, 1446-1450.

In 1939, about 375,000 Jews lived in Warsaw. After the Nazi occupation, the Jewish
population was forcibly relocated to the Warsaw ghetto. Despite armed resistance
from the Jewish Fighting Organization, the Nazis annihilated nearly the entire ghetto
population through deportation to concentration camps and killing centers. The
majority of Warsaw’s Jews were murdered at Treblinka. At the time of the city’s lib-
eration only an estimated 2,500 Jews remained there, most of whom had survived in
hiding. Antony Polonsky, Art. Warsaw, in: Hundert (ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia, vol. 2,
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Kovne*® and Saloniki*® are represented here. Millions of members of these
communities are annihilated. What is the logic of destiny to let these
individuals remain alive?! We belong into the mass-graves of those shot
in Kharkow, Lublin and Kovno. We belong to the millions gassed and
burnt in Auschwitz and Birkenau! We belong to those tens of thousands
who died under the strain of hardest labor, tormented by milliardes of
lice and in mud or starvation in £6dz,*" Kielce,*® Buchenwald, Dachau,

1993-2004; Martin Dean, Art. Warsaw Region (Distrikt Warschau), in: Dean/Hecker
(eds.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 2, p. A, 357-474.

45 In1939,Jews formed 23 percent of the population of Kovno (today Kaunas, Lithuania),
numbering 32,000. They were forced to relocate to the town’s ghetto in the summer
of 1941, from where they were deported to concentration camps and killing centers
in October 1943. After the Soviet Army’s arrival in 1944, only 90 Jews remained
alive in Kovno. Dov Levin, Art. Kaunas, in: Hundert (ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia,
vol. 1, 875-879; Jiirgen Matthdus, Art. Kaunas, in: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM
Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 2, p. B, 1066-1069.

46 The city of Salonika (Thessaloniki) had one of the largest Jewish communities in
Greece, with a population of around 50,000. After the war, fewer than 2,000 remained.
Devin Naar, Art. Salonika, in: Diner (ed.), EJHC, vol. 5, 522-528; Rena Molho/Joseph
Robert White, Art. Thessaloniké [aka Sel4nik or Saloniki], in: Dean/Hecker (eds.),
USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 2, p. B, 1844-1848.

47 The Polish city of £4dz, lying 137 km southwest of Warsaw, had the second largest
Jewish community in Europe on the eve of the Second World War, with a population
of around 235,000. In early February 1940, the Germans established a closed district
in L£6dz, imprisoning the city’s Jewish population, including nearly 7,000 refugees,
in the northeastern section of the city. In fall 1941, the Germans began deporting
Jews from cities across German-occupied Europe, as well as Roma from Austria,
to the ghetto. In December 1941 the Nazis started liquidating the ghetto, deporting
residents primarily to the killing centers of Chelmno and Auschwitz-Birkenau. By
the end of the war, only two to six percent of the £6dZ Jewish community remained:
some 877 were found hiding in the ghetto upon the city’s liberation by the Red Army,
and an additional 5,000 to 15,000 £6dz Jews survived the concentration camps. Laura
Crago, Art. £6dz, in: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and
Ghettos, vol. 2, p. A, 75-82.

48 In the Polish city of Kielce, the Germans installed a ghetto in March 1942. Upon
the ghetto’s liquidation, they deported the Jewish population primarily to Tre-
blinka. In July 1946, Kielce became the site of a pogrom against the city’s returning
Jewish population, the largest pogrom of the many which swept the country in the
immediate postwar era. Wactaw Wierzbieniec, Art. Kielce, in: Hundert (ed.), YIVO
Encyclopedia, vol. 1, 891f; Jan T. Gross, Art. Kielce, in: Diner (ed.), EJHC, vol. 3,
612-618; Sara Bender, Art. Kielce, in: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM Encyclopedia
of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 2, p. A, 237-240.
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Landshut,* Utting,*® Kaufering, Landsberg and Leonsberg [sic].>" We belong
to those who were gassed, hung, tormented and tortured to death in the
concentration camp. We belong to the army of nine million fallen in the war
of this organized and cunningly prepared method of murder! We are not
alive — We are dead!

Nevertheless, there might be some sense in my being able to address you
today. We are merely delegates of millions of victims to tell all mankind, to
proclaim all over the world how cruel people may become, what beast there
is concealed in a human being and what a triumphal record of crime and
murder there has been achieved by the nation of Hegel and Kant, Schiller and
Goethe, Beethoven and Schopenhauer?*

Everyone of us suffered a different kind of torture. During six year’s
almost 3% million Polish Jews were killed. There have remained approx-
imately 10,000 out of 350,000 Lithuanian Jews. The Hungarian Jews have
been annihilated up to 95 percent during the last year. The road of torture
is different — one led via Warsaw and Auschwitz to Upper-Bavaria, the other
from Budapest via Auschwitz to Upper-Bavaria, again, the third from Kov-
no-Stuttgart to Upper-Bavaria, and the fourth from £6dz to Sachsenhausen,*

49 Landshut, the capital of lower Bavaria situated approximately 75 km northeast of
Munich, was the site of a subcamp of Dachau. Evelyn Zegenhagen, Art. Landshut, in:
Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 497f.

50 Utting, alakeside town on the western shore of Ammersee, approximately 50 km from
Munich, was one of several sites of the Kaufering subcamp complex, which was part
of the Dachau subcamp system. Raim, Art. Kaufering I-XI.

51 Leonberg is located in Wiirttemberg approximately 10 km from Stuttgart. During
the Nazi regime, Leonberg became the site of a large subcamp of the Alsatian
concentration camp complex Natzweiler-Struthof because of the airplane parts man-
ufacturing plant of Augsburg Messerschmitt AG located there. Jean-Marc Dreyfus,
Art. Leonberg, in: Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos,
vol. 1, p. B, 1042f.

52 References to classics of German culture and intellectual history such as the philoso-
phers Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831), Immanuel Kant (1724-1804),
and Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860); the poets Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(1749-1832) and Johann Christoph Friedrich von Schiller (1759-1805); and the
Austrian composer Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) often appear in conjunction
with the question of how National Socialism could come to power in Germany.
Micha Brumlik, Deutscher Geist und Judenhass: Das Verhaltnis des philosophischen
Idealismus zum Judentum, Munich 2000.

53 Sachsenhausen concentration camp, just north of Berlin, stood at the center of the
Nazi concentration camp system. Erected in the summer of 1936, it was the first
new camp built after Hitler had granted the SS full control of the concentration
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from Sachsenhausen to Belsen,* from Belsen to Leonsberg, from Leonsberg
to Kaufering.

Different is the road, various are the stations of torture, different the time,
but there is one common red thread of blood, torture, torment, humiliation
and undignified death ...

camp system. Prior to the November Pogroms, the majority of prisoners were either
political prisoners under “protective” detention or criminal prisoners under “preven-
tive” detention, with small numbers of Jehovah’s Witnesses and people considered
homosexuals. After the November Pogroms, a temporary influx of Jewish prisoners
caused the population to surge briefly to more than 14,000. During the second half of
1944, there was a large-scale return of Jewish prisoners to Sachsenhausen, when labor
shortages forced Himmler to bring thousands of primarily Hungarian and Polish Jews
to concentration camps in Germany. In the final months of the war the population
of the camp swelled to well over 66,000 as the Germans evacuated camps closer to
the front. Though the death rate had remained low compared to other concentration
camps, at this time it spiraled upward. When the Red Army arrived at the main camp
on April 22, 1945, approximately 3,000 prisoners remained; the Germans had forced
the majority of the camp’s prisoners on a death march to the northwest. Contem-
porary estimates place the total number of deaths somewhere between 40,000 and
50,000. Todd Huebner, Art. Sachsenhausen Main Camp, in: Megargee (ed.), USHMM
Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. B, 1257-1260.

54 Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, southwest of the town of Bergen approximately
55 km north of Hanover, was established in spring 1943. It was to operate as a
transit camp for specific groups of Jewish prisoners who initially were excluded from
deportations to the extermination camps, held for the purpose of being exchanged
for Germans interned in Western countries. The living conditions at first were better
than they were in other concentration camps; the Nazis did not want the prisoners
to report overseas on the true conditions of the concentration camps or be in a
physical condition giving some indication of the regime’s brutality. Until the end
of 1944, Jewish prisoners comprised the great majority of the prisoner population.
In spring 1944, the SS began relocating to Bergen-Belsen other groups of prisoners
unrelated to the prisoner exchange program, including a number of transports of
sick prisoners who were unable to work. In fall 1944, evacuation transports began
arriving in the camp, leading to a major shift in demographics of the camp as well
as massive overcrowding, hunger, and disease. By the time British troops liberated
the camp, it held prisoners from all groups targeted for persecution by the Nazis. Of
the 55,000 survivors liberated from the camp, 13,000 died from the effects of their
imprisonment within three months of their liberation. The total number of victims
is estimated at 50,000. Thomas Rahe, Art. Bergen-Belsen Main Camp, in: Megargee
(ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 278-281.
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(Then comes a detailed account of the suffering of the Jews, particularly
the Lithuanian Jews, under the Nazi regime)**

... We have met here today to celebrate our liberation but at the same time
we are mourning. For every bright and joyful day at present and in the future,
is shadowed by the tragic events of the years gone by. One percent survived to
see the liberation, and 99 percent out of this one percent are very ill. Do you
enjoy it!? Are you able to celebrate!?

Hitler lost all battles on all fronts, except the battle against defenseless and
unarmed men, women and children! He won the war against the European
Jews.

He was helped by the German nation. However, we do not ask for revenge.
If we took revenge, we would descend into the depths of ethics and moral to
which the German nation has fallen during the past ten years.

We are not able to slaughter women and children! We are not able to burn
millions of people! We are not able to starve hundreds of thousands!

We are free now, but we do not know what to begin with [our] free
but unhappy life. It seems to us, that for the time being mankind does not
comprehend what we have gone through and what we have experienced
during this period of time. And it seems to us, neither shall we be understood
in the future.

We unlearned to laugh, we cannot cry any more, we do not comprehend
our freedom yet, because we are still among our dead comrades.

Let us raise and stand silent to commemorate our dead.

55 Presumably editorial remark.
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Document 4

Abraham Klausner®® to Robert Savitt®”

Dachau, August 1, 1945

Typewritten letter; 2 pages; printed letterhead with preprinted place and date
field; handwritten illegible signature

Language: English

Archives of the American Jewish Historical Society, New York, P-879 (Abraham
Klausner Papers), box 1, folder 6

Waffen-SS Dachau 3, den
SS-Standortkommandantur Fernruf Dachau 293
Dachau

Betreff:
Bezug: August 1, 1945
Anlagen:

Dear Bob,*®
For the first time since I arrived overseas, this day I received a bundle of letters
from the States. Much has happened during these months, and I have been

56 Abraham Klausner (1915-2007) was born in Memphis, Tenn., and raised in Denver,
Col. After being ordained at Hebrew Union College in New York in 1941, he joined
the army as a chaplain and was assigned to the 116th Evacuation Hospital, which
entered Dachau concentration camp in May 1945. Following liberation, he remained
in Germany, compiling lists of survivors, which he published under the name
She’erit Hapletah. Klausner played a crucial role in rebuilding Jewish communal life
after the war and advocating on behalf of the survivors before American military
authorities. He was well-connected to many crucial players and organizations in the
aftermath of the Second World War, including UNRRA, the JDC, and other Jewish
organizations in Germany and the United States. He left Germany in July 1946, only
to return six months later, continuing his work in the DP camps for several additional
years. Klausner, A Letter to My Children; Patt, “The people must be forced to go to
Palestine,” 240-276.

57 Robert Savitt (1896-1970), born in Springfield, Mass., was founder and owner of a
family-run jewelry business.

58 In conducting a survey of conditions faced by DPs in the first month after liberation,
Klausner visited approximately 14,000 Jews living in 17 camps. He found deplorable
conditions and concluded in a report to his supervisor: “Liberated but not free, that
is the paradox of the Jew” (Archives of the American Jewish Historical Society, New
York, P-879, Abraham Klausner Papers, box 3, folder 11, Report from Abraham
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telling those many letters the story of these past months and praying at the
same time that the story would in some way find its way into each envelope
and be returned to the sender.

Bob, it is a sad story. Some day, perhaps, when I can again enjoy your
generous hospitality, my tongue will be loosened, and the story will be told.

Briefly, here I am in Bavaria, the larger part of the American Occupation
Zone.” I have been here from the time the area was liberated. It was in
this area that our people were slaughtered in numerous ways, each more
despicable than the other. It is in this area that I found that not a single Jewish
child was left alive.®® Read that last sentence again Bob — I am not drunk with
words, — not a single Jewish child is alive in Bavaria! My memory reminds
me that the sentence is not completely true. We did find a child. A child six
years of age who escaped death. I saw that child. In fact I gathered clothes
for him. If the thought occurs to you - Why was it necessary for Klausner to
gather clothes, put it aside for a moment, I have words on that subject. The
child bears the notorious stamp of the prisoner on his hand. He is number
B 75 78. He came into this area a few days ago and is looked upon by all as
some miraculous phenomena - a child, a Jewish child alive! The story of the
Nazi war against children would pierce your heart and boil your blood until

Klausner to Philip Bernstein, June 24, 1945) On July 1, 1945, at the Feldafing DP Camp
near Dachau, Klausner helped Zalman Grinberg found the Central Committee of
Liberated Jews in the American Zone of Germany. Klausner’s efforts fighting the
American military’s indifference to the plight of newly liberated survivors culminated
when he accompanied President Harry S. Truman’s special envoy, Earl G. Harrison,
on an eye-opening tour of the displaced persons camps, which led to the publication
of the Harrison Report (Document 15) at the end of August 1945. In this letter to his
friend Robert (Bob) Savitt, Klausner’s extreme disappointment with the perceived
indifference of the outside world to the plight of the survivors is evident.

59 In accordance with the terms of Germany’s unconditional surrender at the begin-
ning of May 1945, the German government was dissolved. As the end of the war
approached, the Allied forces had discussed the division of Germany at the famous
Yalta Conference in the Crimea. In the Berlin Declaration of June 1945, the Allies
agreed that Germany would be divided into four zones of occupation: the American,
the British, the French and the Soviet. This plan had far-reaching consequences and led
to the division of Germany into the Federal Republic of Germany and the communist
German Democratic Republic, both founded in 1949. The latter covered the territory
of the former Soviet Zone and was part of Moscow’s sphere of influence.

60 “A statistical survey of the 4,976 Jewish residents of Landsberg taken on October 1,
1945 estimated that 65 percent of the population were males over the age of fourteen,
30 percent were females over the age of fourteen, and only 5 percent were children
between six and fourteen. Of the nearly 5,000 residents, only 20 were children less
than six years of age”” Patt, Finding Home and Homeland, 21f.
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you became an indissoluble unity of hate and vengeance. But enough for the
beast. Only those who suffered know. The others will never know.

Bob, the liberation came. Our people were freed. But they continued to
die.®* And then they stopped dieing [sic] because death was satiated. Those
who were to live were free. Free to hope and nothing more. The prison clothes
were still upon their backs and the bread was black and the barbed wire was
home. But there was hope. They would come. Yes, they would come! The Jew
of America would come! The peoples of the world would come!

Three months have passed. They hope no longer. They did not come.
No! No one came, only Klausner. UNRRA,** JDC,** RED CROSS** - worn
promises that never came true.

61 Of the approximately 50,000 Jewish survivors in postwar Germany at the time of
liberation, some 20,000 Jews soon perished from complications arising from disease,
starvation, and other privations of the camp experience. Leonard Dinnerstein,
America and the Survivors of the Holocaust, New York, 1982, 28.

62 Founded in 1944 in the United States, the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration (UNRRA) provided economic assistance to European nations after
the Second World War. They engaged in the repatriation of refugees and assisted
those who would come under Allied control. In 1945, the organization managed
DPs living in camps in Italy, Austria and Germany and served as one of the major
employers of DPs. Because of the sheer mass of work to be done, UNRRA ran out
of funds by 1947 and was supplanted by the International Refugee Organization
(IRO), which then cared for 643,000 DPs. For a detailed account of UNRRA and its
activities in the immediate postwar era, see Woodbridge (ed.), UNRRA; Samantha K.
Knapton/Katherine Rossy (eds.), Relief and Rehabilitation for a Post-War World:
Humanitarian Intervention and the UNRRA, London 2023.

63 The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), also known as the Joint or
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, is a Jewish relief organization founded in 1914
by the merger of three relief committees. The organization initially sought to raise
money for the impoverished Jewish population in Eastern Europe and the Near East
during the First World War. Although originally intended as a temporary measure,
the JDC became one of the largest Jewish relief organizations in the world. With the
JDC’s help, 80,000 Jews managed to leave Europe. In Latin America, the JDC also
supported, among other things, refugee resettlement efforts, and their funds were
instrumental in financing relief programs in Shanghai, China. The JDC continues to
operate internationally today. Avinoam J. Patt et al. (eds.), The JDC at 100: A Century
of Humanitarianism, Detroit, Mich., 2019; Yehuda Bauer, American Jewry and the
Holocaust: The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 1939-1945, Detroit,
Mich., 1981; idem, My Brother’s Keeper: A History of the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, 1929-1939, Philadelphia, Penn., 1974.

64 Founded in 1863 in Geneva, Switzerland, the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) initially devoted itself to the care of wounded soldiers, but quickly

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666311574 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



Document 4 127

Perhaps we were not worthy of help? Or is it that I am not familiar with
this region?

Here in Bavaria we constitute the larger part of the American Occupation
Zone. Here are 14,000 Jews. There are only some 50,000 remaining in these
zones (other than Russian).  have combed this region with a fine comb. I have
found these Jews in camps, in villages, in barns, |2| in jails. I have recorded
their names, spoken with them, listened to their stories and apologized for
those who were to come and never came.

These names we recorded in a volume® (mailing you copies under
separate cover) so that they could be found and the names of others we
recorded in five volumes so that they could find their loved ones. This we
did, yet no one came.

For the sick we established two great hospitals.®® The doctors we found
among the broken and the suffering. We opened two camps and there
gathered our people together. To clothe them we begged for materials. The
generosity of a single man made it possible for me to receive 400,000 meters
of materials. From this we made clothes. And yet no one came.

Books had to be printed, clothes had to be made and there was no money.
Our soldiers heard my story and there was an abundance of assistance in
material and monetary form. And yet no one came.

Our people gave up waiting. They began to act. Families must be found
and reunited. There are to be no children, but here and there one may find
a husband or a wife, a sister or a brother. I wish I could describe a scene for
you - the scene of the discovery of one brother by another! For this job we

became an important player in the field of international humanitarian aid. Despite
their commitment to prisoners of war and refugees, the ICRC failed to inform the
public about the extermination camps and the mass killing of European Jews even
though the organization knew of the Nazis’ exterminatory plans for the Jewish popu-
lation since 1942. Jean-Claude Favez, The Red Cross and the Holocaust, Cambridge
1999; Gerald Steinacher, Humanitarians at War: The Red Cross in the Shadow of the
Holocaust, Oxford 2017.

65 Upon his arrival in Dachau concentration camp, Klausner was constantly confronted
with the survivors’ requests for information about their family members. Responding
to these inquiries, he began compiling a list of names of people he met during his work
in the Bavarian camps and published it under the name of She’erit Hapletah.

66 St. Ottilien DP hospital in a former monastery, led by Dr. Zalman Grinberg, with
whom Klausner worked closely, and the DP hospital in Gauting. Both sites had
formerly served as German military hospitals. In cooperation with World ORT, DPs
in Gauting had access to vocational training.
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organized the Central Comm. for the Liberated Jews of Bavaria — and still no
one came.®’

They are no longer needed! UNRRA came with not a single garment!
JDC is only an expression at which we laugh,®® RED CROSS suggests a
hahazard [sic] package here and there - less the story is told otherwise, be it
known that whatever help came to these Jews here in Bavaria, it was the help
of few with no assistance from the many and the organizations representing
the many.

August 1, exactly three months after the liberation and the sun has set on
Bavaria, a land unto which there has come no help.

000

As much as I would have liked to write often, I could not. The handling of mail
for “My Congregation”® alone took every spare moment.

How are the Savitts? And Ruth? Has your son returned from Europe? Do
give the family my love — and remember me to the little cowboy.

Ever,
a.
(###)7°

67 To respond to the conditions throughout the DP camps, where food, medical
supplies, clothes and shelter were scarce or of bad quality, Klausner founded the
Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria (later expanded to include the entire
American Zone) together with Zalman Grinberg, to advocate for the DPs’ needs and
interests. It was the official representative body of Jewish DPs in the American Zone.
His persistent commitment to the needs of Jewish DPs put him at odds with other
relief organizations like UNRRA, the Red Cross, and the JDC, whom he blamed for
not doing enough.

68 The JDC failed to organize relief until September 1945 and was completely absent
until August, three months after the liberation of the concentration camps.

69 Here Klausner references the request he received to travel to Dachau after liberation
to tend to a “congregation” of Jews.

70 Handwritten signature, illegible.
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Document g

David E. Wolpe,”* “The Hope of the Diaspora”

Kovno, March 28, 1945

Handwritten poem, 3 pages; two-column record

Language: Hebrew

Nizoz,”* issue 6(41), March 28, 1945, 14-16, in: Yad Vashem Documents
Archive, Jerusalem, M.1.P (Collection about displaced persons-DPs), Item
ID 3686891, file no. 24

71

72

David E. Wolpe (1908-2007, see Figure 3) was a poet and literary essayist born in
Kaidan (today Kédainiai, Lithuania). During the Second World War, he was forcibly
relocated to the Kovno ghetto and later deported to the Dachau camp, where he was
a forced laborer in the Kaufering subcamp complex. After liberation, Wolpe lived
in Munich, where he was active in the CCLJA and numerous other organizations
representing Jewish DPs in the American Zone. He wrote prolifically in the Jewish
DP press, including the organ of the CCLJA, Undzer veg (Our Way), the consolidated
newspaper of the Jewish DP camps in the Munich area, Yidishe tsaytung (Jewish
Newspaper), and the organ of the Central Historical Commission, Fun letstn khurbn
(From the Latest Destruction). He immigrated to Johannesburg, South Africa, in
1951. For a sample of his published works, see, e.g., David E. Wolpe, A volkn un a
veg, lider un poemes oyfkleyb [A Cloud and a Way, Poetry Collection], Johannesburg
1978; idem, Mit Avrom Sutskever iber zayn lidervelt, monografye [With Avraham
Sutskever through the World of his Poetry, a Monograph], Johannesburg 1985.
Nizoz (Spark) was the irregularly published, initially handwritten periodical of the Irgun
Brith Zion (National Youth Association, IBZ), a centrist Zionist youth organization
founded in 1940 which also offered Hebrew classes, lectures, and debates. Nizoz
began as a clandestine underground publication in Kovno (today Kaunas, Lithunia)
in opposition to Soviet occupation in autumn 1940; the first seven issues were copied
by hand, later by mimeograph. Publishing continued under the Nazis in the Kovno
ghetto, established in August 1941; 28 issues appeared in the ghetto (c. 10-15 copies
each). When the surviving male population of the ghetto was transferred to the
Kaufering camps (part of the Dachau subcamp complex) in 1944, members of
the IBZ continued to publish Nizoz underground, edited by Abraham Melamed
(1920-2005) and Shlomo Frenkel Shafir (1924-2013). Its editors circulated the seven
double numbered issues compiled in Dachau-Kaufering (1(36)-7(42); issues 1 and 2
are lost) among other prisoners until the liberation of the camp in April 1945. After
the liberation, the paper continued until 1948. It was the only permanent Hebrew
newspaper of the She’erit Hapletah. Laura M. Weinrib (ed.), Nitzotz: The Spark of
Resistance in Kovno Ghetto and Dachau Kaufering Concentration Camp, Syracuse,
NY, 2009, chaps. 1-4; Mankowitz, Life Between Memory and Hope, esp. chap. 2.
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73 Missing letters in the three lines due to faded paper.
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74 Another possible reading is M77p.
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Translation”

The Hope™ of the Diaspora

Will the miracle come to pass? —

The meager hope will peak out from frightened weary eyes
Like lanterns muddied in four corners of the Appellplatz,*
|139] Cancerous grief will nestle in the heart

And the shattered hope will cry out in a weeping voice, one hundred times
aday

From every vein and muscle:

Enough! We have had enough!

Hunger -

The thirst devours us

Gnawing and demolishing the thin, dry body -

Like a lover that stopped loving

Embracing you and oppressing -

Weaving around and inside you like a wild bindweed

* The Appellplatz was the place where prisoners in the concentration camps were
forced to assemble each day for roll call.

75 Translated by Estee Shafir Weinrib, as presented in: Weinrib (ed.), Nitzotz, 138-142.
Original footnotes are by the editor Laura Weinrib.

76 Ha-Tikvah (Heb., hope) is one of the most important musical symbols in modern
Jewish history. It became the hymn of the Zionist movement; the newly founded State
of Israel adopted it as national anthem. Regina Randhofer, Art. Ha-Tikvah, in: Diner
(ed.), EJHC, vol. 3, 192-194.
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And drop by drop will suck your marrow.

Hunger -

The hangman will strangle each and every limb

One last speck of light will darken in your name

And melt all hope from your heart ...

Then you will see -

Your dead ones, yellowed skin fallen stomachs and swollen legs
With eyes shut halfway, horror ripping the heavens

Carried by tens - like stinking corpses

Everyday outside the fences

Heaps of cold and frozen bodies

Mounds of graves of brethren

All over Europe - blotted with Israel blood -

Oh Israel!

The stretchers that carry your dead are weightless in the heavy hands of goyim*
Like the lightness of tar from a broken barrel

Continues endlessly and without interruption -

Until when? -

Will the universe be flooded with your dead,

To clog the vault of heaven with rotten stinking corpses?

Surely Israel will starve -

You have suffered dreadfully and can no longer stand -

No! - you will stand up! -

|140| On thousands of graves

Rising in the fields of Europe like mushrooms after the rain

In which millions are buried like seeds

Fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters,

Dear sacred and nameless

Of people tormented and afflicted -

And when the sun of deliverance rises on this precious seed,
Then salvation will bloom and thrive

And from the midst of death life will sprout

And hope will come! -

[|15]] Still more darkness is lurking on the Appellplatz,

Out of every bend and corner whispering evil will pierce the shadows
And suddenly - a harsh and screeching whistle will gore the gloom of the
black of night

The lanterns ignite like a blazing wand

And the shadows flee, pushing aside

* Literally, “nations” The word goyim refers to non-Jews.
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And human figures like creatures not from the corners of the world
Creep sluggishly toward the lit window

The line goes and grows,

The streaming coffee gulped with empty heart

And the tired body stretches out for a sweet distant sleep

In a clean soft bed ...

Again the detested whistle screeches to the depths of the soul,
The lines straighten out -

Your brothers, your people, “officers” and commanders of tens and hundreds,
Like elastic rubber they will dance back and forth

And with the help of the devil their voices blend with their blows —
Casting a squinting glance at this contemptible work

His heart will fatten with content —

And who will examine the hearts of your brothers” oppressors -
And all of a sudden a grievous curse

Rabble!

Screams out small Hebrew

Like a black crow over trampled carcasses —

|141| Out of remnants of human beings

Their crooked backs straighten

Hands and feet will stretch out in suspense,

The tranquil signboard, blood!

Get ready!

And suddenly shaking in the line - a chatter -

What happened!

One stumbled,

Collapsed,

Fell,

Slain -

And why?

No answer —

We know for what

Hard blow.

Darkness is swelling —

But light is breaking out

Out of it.

Bringing back the spirit of freedom

And it glanced at us out of eyes part open

Of space (already on the stretcher)

Out of your grave, brother, a tree will blossom, grow, prevail for a miracle
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The flag of the nation!”

And I stand in line of the “blowguard”
Unexpected,

I shut my eyes closed

And behold the awaited vision of tomorrow:
Tomorrow -

Light

And the remnant Israel refugees

A small camp -

Strong courageous and solid

Like armored concrete -

Tested by thousands of strange deaths,
Marching in step as one

|142| Toward yesterday’s graves, illuminated,
[|16]] Thrusting his flag -

The bright flag of camp Judah - the flag of peace
And we will swear an oath of allegiance to the death, to the past, to the nation -
For its future hopes - the life:

We swear to our nation for a thousand generations
Life on earth!!!

You have sanctified the past with your blood -
The past was sealed —

We will remind

And the future of the nation

Light

The hope - the tomorrow.

Kaufering, Feb. 9
- W. Almi’®

77 The fallen tree from which a small branch grows serves as a symbol for the She’erit
Hapletah, a metaphor for a new hope, which lays upon the Jewish survivors.
78 Pen name of David E. Wolpe.
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Document 6

David P. Boder™ interviews Roma Tcharnabroda®

Munich, September 24, 1946

Transcript of the interview, extracts®

Language: German; grammatical errors in the original audio have been
preserved

Voices of the Holocaust digital archive, <https://voices.library.iit.edu/interview/
tcharnabrodaR> (May 27, 2024)

79 David P. Boder (1886-1961) was a Chicago-based psychologist born in Liepaja, then
part of the Russian Empire, who traveled to Europe in 1946 to interview survivors of
the Holocaust. He arrived in Paris in late July 1946 and spent the next two months
conducting interviews in France, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland. By the time Boder
left Europe in early October (to return in time for teaching the Fall 1946 semester)
he had recorded over 90 hours of material (130 interviews in nine languages at
16 different sites) and completely used up the 200 spools of copper recording wire
he had brought with him. The interviews were among the earliest (if not the earliest)
audio recordings of Holocaust survivors; eight of them were published three years
later: David Boder, I Did Not Interview the Dead, Urbana, Ill., 1949. See also Julia
Bernstein, The Art of Testimony: David Boder and His Archive of Holocaust Survi-
vors’ Audio-Interviews, in: East European Jewish Affairs 48 (2018), no. 3, 354-371;
Daniel Schuch, Transformationen der Zeugenschaft: Von David P. Boders frithen
Audiointerviews zur Wiederbefragung als Holocaust Testimony, Gottingen 2021.

80 Roma Tcharnabroda (1916-?) was born in Kielce, then part of the Russian Empire;
on the eve of the Second World War, she lived in the city with her husband, a Jewish
physician. In 1945, she was liberated by U.S. troops in the Kaufering IV concentration
camp in Landsberg, part of the Dachau subcamp complex. The interview was con-
ducted at Deutsches Museum, which was also the site of a UNRRA university where
Tcharnabroda was studying pharmacology while waiting for permission to enter the
United States. On Tcharnabroda, see Donald L. Niewyk (ed.), Fresh Wounds: Early
Narratives of Holocaust Survival, Chapel Hill, NC, 1998, 215-223.

81 Earlier sections of the interview discuss where Tcharnabroda was and what happened
to her when the war began. Since her husband was called up by the Polish Army
at the time of the German invasion, she accompanied him as a nurse’s aide, and
eventually they ended up in Soviet-occupied Lvov (today Lviv, Ukraine). Following
the German invasion of the USSR in June 1941, both were sent to a forced labor camp
in Lvov. They managed to escape with the use of false identity papers and passed as
“Aryans” in Warsaw until they were robbed, being compelled to enter the Warsaw
ghetto in 1942. After deportation to Majdanek concentration camp Tcharnabroda
was separated from her husband who probably was killed in 1943. She was forced to
work in munitions factories in western Poland and was subsequently evacuated to
Ravensbriick camp and several other camps in Bavaria.
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[...]*

ROMA TCHARNABRODA (RT): [34:37] Dann ... dann bin ich schon
krank geworden, aber ich bin weiter zu der Arbeit im Walde gegangen. Dort
hab ich gearbeitet einige Monate und hab mir die Beine erfroren. Wenn die
Amerikaner sind schon nidher gekommen, hat man uns von Ravensbriick in
die Richtung von Dachau geschickt.

DAVID BODER (DB): Zu Fuf§ oder mit ...
RT: Nein mit den Wagen.

DB: In, in Autos?

RT: Nein, in geschlossene Pferdewagen.
DB: Oh ja, bei Zug, bei Eisenbahn ...

RT: Ja. Und acht (8) Tage haben wir gar nichts bekommen. Das heif3t, sogar
kein Wasser.

DB: Also, sagen Sie mir, wie lebt man acht (8) Tage ohne Wasser?

RT: Das ist interessant. Eben ... ihr kdnnt Euch nicht vorstellen wieviel ein
Mensch aushalten konnte ... kann. Das wissen wir! [Pause] Acht Tage ohne
Wasser. Wir haben am Ende - das war in der Ndhen von Bayreuth - haben
wir beschlossen ... es waren schon viele Tote ... von Hunger ... und von ...
natiirlich von matt sein ... haben wir beschlossen zu klopfen. Und sollen sie
schieflen. Und wir haben so geklopft, dass sie haben gefiirchtet, wir werden
das brechen, das Ganze kaputt machen, den Wagen.

DB: Hm.

RT: Wie [sic] haben gedroht: ,Wir werden schiefSen” und wir haben gesagt:
»Schie3t!“. Also damals haben sie, haben sie gebracht vom Roten Kreuz
Gruppe und haben gesagt: ,,Kinder, wir wollen Euch doch helfen, warum seid
Thr so unruhig?“ Dann sind wir ...

DB: Das war das Rote Kreuz?

82 Roma Tcharnabroda refers here to the death marches. The evacuation of Majdanek,
where she was imprisoned earlier, took place between January and April 1944 during
the first wave of death marches and Majdanek was one of the first camps abandoned.
During the third and final wave, beginning in March 1945 as the Allied forces
rapidly approached, Tcharnabroda had to have her legs amputated due to freezing
temperatures while being forcibly marched from Ravensbriick to Dachau. On the
death marches, see Greiser, Art. Death Marches; Blatman, The Death Marches.
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RT: Nein, die SS. Da waren wir Kinder, denn sie haben schon gesehen mit uns
geht’s nicht so leicht. Und dann sind wir weiter gefahren und wir sind nach
Burgau®’ gekommen, eine Filiale von Dachau.

DB: Nicht weit von Dachau.

RT: Eine Filiale von Dachau ...

DB: Filiale.

RT: Ja, Filiale von Dachau.

DB: Und sie sagen nicht ganz weit von Dachau.

RT: Ich orientiere mich nicht, weil ich fahre jetzt nicht weg, wegen meine
amputierten Bein. Dorthin sind wir gekommen, das war noch ganz kalt in
weiflen Ménteln — ohne Wische.

DB: Was meinen Sie mit weiflen Ménteln?
RT: Solche ... na, wie heif$t das schnell ...

DB: Baumwolle?

RT: Nicht Baumwolle, solche Staubmantel.
DB: Ah, Staubmintel!

RT: Solche Mintel hat man uns gegeben, ohne Striimpfe, wenn man einem
Striimpfe gegeben hat, dann war einer gelb und einer schwarz. Und wenn
wir sind gekommen haben wir so schrecklich ausgesehen, dass die Meister
von der Fabrik Messerschmidt [...],** die gekommen sind, um uns zu sehen
und von uns Einige zur Arbeit zu nehmen, haben gesagt offen: ,Das ist
Schweinerei!“ Und dann waren wir in Burgau. In Burgau sollten fiinfhundert
(500) Personen sein, dann hat man noch einen Transport geschickt und es
waren schon tausend (1.000) Frauen. Und es hat angefangen mit Fleckfieber.
Von Fleckfieber sind sehr viele Frauen gestorben. Am meisten haben die

83 Burgau was a subcamp of Dachau, in operation from January to April 1945. Some
thousand inmates were imprisoned there. Gernot R6hmer, Art. Burgau, in: Megargee
(ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. A, 460-462.

84 Tcharnabroda is most likely referring to the manufacturing firm Messerschmitt
GmbH Regensburg, one of the main producers of fighter jets in the German Reich
during the war. In 1943, the firm transferred parts of its production process to the
Gusen and Mauthausen concentration camps to exploit the forced labor of the camps’
inmates. Robert G. Waite, Art. Gusen (with Gusen II and Gusen III), in: Megargee
(ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 1, p. B, 919-921.
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ungarischen Jidinnen gelitten — von Fleckfieber und von Durchfall. Die
Liuse waren so schrecklich verbreitet, dass man konnte es nicht aushalten.
Dann bin ich krank ... von Fleckfieber krank geworden und mit ... damit
hat angefangen mit den Beinen. Ich konnte schon nicht mehr aufstehen. Von
Burgau hat man uns nach Kirchheim geschickt.

DB: Und wie hat man sie geschickt? Sie ...

RT: Man hat mich getragen, die Haftlinge haben mich getragen - nach
Kirchheim. Und von Kirchheim ... ich war schon génzlich krank, die Beine
waren schon schwarz ... hat man mich ins Lager-Revier, Lager vier (4)
geschickt, neben Landsberg. Das bekannte Lager-Revier, wo tausende, mehr
wie tausende Leute gestorben sind vom Fleckfieber.

DB: Das ist ja nicht weit von hier.
RT: Nein, nicht weit - Landsberg.
DB: Hm.

RT: Dort habe ich - dort habe ich angefangen schon zu eitern und ... man
konnte mir gar nicht helfen. Die Arzte sind ggkommen, haben mir natiirlich
gar nichts gesagt, aber ich habe gesehen, es ist Schluss. Dann Evakuierung
vom Lager. Wer gehen konnte, ihn hat man fortgejagt. Ich konnte natiirlich
nicht mehr aufstehen. Der erste SS-Mann ist gekommen und hat einen Pfer-
dewagen gebracht. Ich habe ihm gesagt damals: ,,Erschiefien sie mich.“ Hat
er gesagt: ,Nein, Kind, jetzt wirst Du leben, ich werde aufgehéngt werden.*

DB: Warum - hat er das schon gewusst?

RT: Er hat gewusst, dass die Amerikaner nahe kommen. Und dies ist ... ist
interessant eben von der SS. Wenn jemand sie wirklich bittet um den Tod,
dann musst du leben. Aber wenn du leben willst ... dann musst Du sterben.

DB: Nun?

RT: Und weil ich eben gesagt habe - ganz gleichgiiltig - ich mdcht sterben,
dann sagt er, Du musst leben. Dann hat man mich wieder in ein anderes
Lager - Lager Eins - gebracht und im Lager Eins wurde ich von den Ameri-
kanern befreit. An dem letzten Tag vor der Befreiung - die SS ist weggelaufen
und wir sind geblieben. Die Front ist iiber unser Lager gegangen. Auf der
einen Seite waren die Deutschen, auf der anderen Seite waren die Amerikaner
und die haben sich gegenseitig beschossen. Diese, die raus laufen konnten,
sind raus gelaufen, ich musste liegen. Dann, per Zufall, sind die Baracken
von der SS angeziindet worden, die daneben standen. Und damals habe ich
gedacht, dass man hat die Baracken von uns angeziindet. Alle - wer noch mit
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den Fiiflen rutschen konnte, sind raus gelaufen. Ich wusste nicht, was zu tun,
weil so ein Tod im ...

DB: Feuer.

RT: ... im Feuer wollte ich nicht. Dann habe ich alle Decken herunter
geschmissen und ich hab mich selbst herunter geschmissen von der Pritsche.
Und so habe ich herausgerutscht, es war ...

DB: Was [sic] es eine hohe Pritsche oder eine niedere?
RT: Nein, es war schon solche Erde-Baracken ...

DB: Ja, was fiir welche?

RT: ... in der Erde gebaut, ganz tief in der Erde ...
DB: Oh.

RT: So wie fiir Hunde. Und das war — es war nach dem Regen, ich bin heraus-
gerutscht und es war nach dem Regen. Ich habe keine gute Bandage gehabt,
nur als Verband gehabt nur solche aus Papier und der Regen und der Schmutz
und da alles ist rein und damals ist zu Ende und ist alles kaputt gegangen.

DB: Nun.

RT: Zwei Tage nach der Befreiung haben mich die Amerikaner hier in das
deutsche Krankenhaus gebracht und die Arzte haben gesagt, ich werde nur
zehn (10) Tage alter. Aber ich habe ihnen gesagt, dass ich werde zehn (10)
Operationen aushalten. Und ich habe ausgehalten, trotzdem, dass ich habe
diese Schlige — habe bekommen und dann beim Liegen - dass diese Stelle
war nicht ganz, hm, ganz, hm, na ...

DB: Nicht ganz geheilt.

RT: ... ja, nicht ganz geheilt und durch das Liegen hat sich das aufgerieben
und ich habe einen Dekubitus® bekommen und ein Loch - ist noch heute
die Narbe so gross [sic]. Und ich habe drei (3) Operationen ausgehalten — drei
(3) Amputationen hab ich ausgehalten.

DB: Was haben Sie gesagt, ein Dekubitus?
RT: Dekubitus, das ist die Narbe, hier das sehe ...
DB: Weiter. Haben sie die Operation unter Chloroform gemacht?

RT: Ja.

85 Pressure sore.
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DB: Und?

RT: Die Arzte haben festgestellt, dass ich werde in zehn (10) Tagen sterben.
DB: Ja.

RT: Zwei und dreif$ig (32) Kilo hab ich gehabt nach der Befreiung.

DB: Was wiegen Sie jetzt?

RT: Jetzt [lacht] ungefihr tiber 60. Ich bin einen Meter vier und sechzig
(1,64) gross und 32 Kilo hab ich gehabt.

DB: Hm.

RT: Und trotzdem habe ich ausgehalten. Nach der Befreiung sind auch noch
sehr viele gestorben — von Durchfall. Weil sie haben angefangen zu essen. Es
war doch schrecklich, man hat zum ersten Mal das Essen gesehen.

DB: In welchem Lager war das eigentlich?

RT: Was?

DB: In welchem Lager war das? In Landsberg?

RT: Das war in dem Lager, Lager Eins am Ende war ich.
DB: Aber Sie waren im Spital in Landsberg.

RT: Nein, zuerst war ich in Holzhausen.** Dort hat man mich sehr gut
gepflegt. Und von Holzhausen nach Landsberg und von Landsberg nach
Schwabing in Miinchen.

DB: Wo haben Sie Thre Fiifle verloren?

RT: Unterschenkel, zwanzig (20) Zentimeter unter der Knie. Hier, hier.
DB: Zwanzig (20) Zentimeter unter dem Knie. Nun.

RT: Das heifdt Unterschenkel-Amputation.

DB: Ja.

RT: Beide sind weg, ja.

DB: Ja.

RT: Und jetzt gehe ich ganz gut, trotzdem dass die Deutschen gesagt haben,
dass ich nicht gehen werde koénnen.

86 Holzhausen was the site of a DP camp in the district of Landsberg near Buchloe.
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DB: Und was machen Sie jetzt an der Universitat?®’

RT: Ich studiere Pharmazie.
DB: Ja. Und wie geht es hier?

RT: Ich bin sehr zufrieden mit der Universitit. Die Professoren sind sehr gut
zu uns und sind so freundlich. Das Zusammenleben von den Professoren und
Schiilern ist viel - ist so gross, wirklich — man kann das an keiner einzigen
Universitit finden.

DB: Und wie vertragen sich die Schiiler?

RT: Sehr gut. Es ist interessant, dass man hat gesehen, man kann doch
zusammen leben und wenn ein Mensch wie ein Mensch lebt, dann spielt die
Nationalitét keine Rolle. Wichtig ist der Mensch nicht die Nation.

[...]*

87 The UNRRA University at the Deutsches Museum in Munich, established for dis-
placed persons seeking to resume their education. Varon, The New Life.

88 In the rest of the interview, Tcharnabroda talks about relatives in the United States,
where she would also like to emigrate.
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Paul Friedman, “The Road Back for the DPs: Healing the Psychological Scars
of Nazism”

New York, December 1948

Journal article, 9 pages; with an editorial remark

Language: English

Commentary 4 (1948), no. 11, 502-510"

[Friedman addresses the critical need for psychological rehabilitation among
Europes surviving Jews after the Second World War, a necessity initially
overlooked by relief efforts that focused primarily on material assistance. He
emphasizes that the trauma inflicted by Nazi persecution left deep psychological
scars that require more than just physical care for complete recovery. Friedman
recounts that firstly, relief efforts underestimated the psychological toll on DPs,
mistaking initial euphoria for genuine mental well-being. However, this was
soon replaced by profound depression. Many DPs exhibited behaviors driven
by fear and anxiety, manifesting in emotional numbness or shallowness, par-
ticularly among children who had experienced or witnessed extreme violence.
Friedman details his observations of various DP groups, emphasizing that their
psychological issues were not homogeneous. Survivors of concentration camps,
those who hid, and children who lived with Gentile families or in religious insti-
tutions exhibited diverse psychological patterns. Despite their resilience, many
survivors displayed symptoms akin to combat fatigue, breaking down only after
reaching safety. According to Friedman, this indicates that the psychological
impact of Nazi terror was profound, necessitating a comprehensive mental
hygiene program.]

1 Commentary was founded in 1945 in New York by the American Jewish Committee as
a monthly journal with the objective to both Americanize and preserve Jewish culture
within the United States. It sought to establish a kind of Jewish tradition based on
ethical and political values rather than religious ones. It had been influenced by the
changing political perspectives of American Jews. After briefly aligning itself with
the New Left in the 1960s, it has since moved toward a more conservative position.
Murray Friedman (ed.), Commentary in American Life, Philadelphia, Penn., 2005.
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THE ROAD BACK FOR THE DP’S
Healing the Psychological Scars of Nazism
PAUL FRIEDMAN?

IN THE efforts to reintegrate Europe’s DP’s into the world’s society, it must not
be forgotten that the return to normal involves much more for them than a
place to live and work: the scars of the concentration camp experience run
deep, and their final rehabilitation requires a full understanding of the effects
of the Nazi terror upon the minds and spirits of its victims. Paul Friedman,
practicing psychoanalyst and associate in neuropsychiatry at the Beth Israel
Hospital,® has had a unique opportunity to study the Jewish DP’s in Europe,
Cyprus,* and Palestine. In 1946, under the auspices of the American Joint

2 Paul Friedman (1899-1972) was a professional psychiatrist born in Lublin, then part
of the Russian Empire, and educated in Switzerland and Germany. He came to the
United States in 1935, where he worked with Dr. Gregory Zilboorg (1890-1959),
a leading psychiatrist at the time, born in the Russian Empire as well, who was
conducting a study of suicides for the Marshall Field Foundation; he continued the
study after Dr. Zilboorg’s death. Friedman was a staff member of the Neuro-Psy-
chiatry Department of Beth Israel Hospital in New York when asked to travel to the
Cyprus camps as a guest of the JDC. Sharon Kangisser Cohen, Report on a Survey of
Psychological Conditions of the Surviving Children in Europe: Dr. Paul Friedman, in:
Yad Vashem Studies 47 (2019), no. 2, 83-130; Rakefet Zalashik/Nadav Davidovitch,
Measuring Adaptability: Psychological Examinations of Jewish Detainees in Cyprus
Internment Camps, in: Science in Context 19 (2006), no. 3, 419-441.

3 Beth Israel Hospital was established in 1889, known today as Mount Sinai Beth Israel
Hospital; it is located on Manhattan’s Lower East Side.

4 During his mission to Cyprus, Friedman visited Jewish refugees being held in several
detainment camps set up by the British mandatory government in the summer
of 1946 to house Jews who were attempting to immigrate illegally to Palestine.
These camps included five summer camps located at Kraolos near Famagusta,
where detainees were housed in tents, and seven winter camps located at Dekalia,
where detainees were housed primarily in tin Nissen huts as well as some tents.
Zalashik/Davidovitch, Measuring Adaptability. For further reading on Jewish DP
experiences in Cyprus, see Eliana Hadjisavvas, “From Dachau to Cyprus™: Jewish
Refugees and the Cyprus Internment Camps: Relief and Rehabilitation, 1946-1949,
in: Suzanne Bardgett/Christine Schmidt/Dan Stone (eds.), Beyond Camps and
Forced Labour, London 2020, 145-164; Morris Laub, Last Barrier to Freedom:
Internment of Jewish Holocaust Survivors on Cyprus 1946-1949, Berkeley, Calif.,
1985; Morris Laub (1909-%) was the JDC Country Director in Cyprus from 1946
to 1949. For a cinematic depiction of the Cyprus detainment camps, see Exodus,
directed and produced by Otto Preminger, screenplay written by Dalton Trumbo,
based on the novel by Leon Uris, 1960.
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Distribution Committee, he made a survey of mental health among the Jewish
DP’s in Europe, with special emphasis on the problems of children; in 1947,
he headed a psychiatric team which surveyed the situation in the camps in
Cyprus and helped establish a program of mental hygiene to be put into prac-
tice in Palestine. His present article embodies some of the more significant
findings of these studies. Dr. Friedman was born in Lublin, Poland, in 1899,
studied philosophy and medicine at the universities of Vienna, Jena, Berlin,
Geneva, and Berne, and worked in the psychiatric clinics at the universities of
Zurich, Lausanne, and Paris. He came to this country in 1938.°

IT sEeMs altogether incredible today that when the first plans for the reha-
bilitation of Europe’s surviving Jews were outlined, the psychiatric aspect of
the problem was overlooked entirely. Everyone engaged in directing the relief
work thought solely in terms of material assistance to the DP’s. It took months
of first-hand practical experience before anyone would acknowledge a similar,
equally pressing need for psychological assistance.

Perhaps this astonishing oversight can be better understood if one remem-
bers the atmosphere of those anxious days before the liberation of Europe.
None of us knew then what we might expect to find in the ruins of Europe,
and it was all too easy, especially for the psychiatrist, to think of Europe as a
huge, unattended hospital for neurotics, psychotics, and the hopelessly insane.
How then explain the indifference and even often downright opposition on
the part of many people to psychiatric aid for the survivors? It was not due -
let me hasten to explain - to any lack of devotion or interest. It was rather that
all of us — I do not by any means exclude myself — were filled with a sharp
and pervasive feeling of guilt towards those very victims we were trying to
help. As a defense against this omnipresent emotion, leaders in relief work
tended to credit the optimistic stories about the survivors, while at the same
time they discounted those describing psychological misery and disorder. We
accepted the theory that the very fact of survival was evidence of physical and
psychological superiority — without looking too closely at the implications of
this statement, which dishonored millions of martyred dead.

Indeed, a number of observers who went to Europe in the early days of
relief organization found the DP’s, especially those who had come out of
the concentration camps, in a state of elation and enthusiasm bordering on
euphoria.® Uninformed in matters of psychology, these observers reported

5 End of editorial remark.

6 Itisunclear to whom exactly he is referring to, as there were many groups and people
in varying positions who observed the liberation of the DP camps and the immediate
aftermath of liberation: military chaplains and soldiers who assisted in the liberation;
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that the state of mind of the people in the DP camps was almost miraculously
unaffected by their recent terrible experiences. But one could have anticipated
that it would not take long for the first euphoric reaction - a reaction quite
understandable after the terrors that had gone before - to vanish and be
replaced by a deep depression. This happened.

There would be little point in recounting these past errors, especially since
the record of the relief organizations has been, on the whole, so magnificent,
were it not that |503| the guilt feeling that occasioned the initial mistake still
seems to exert an influence on our thinking. And though it is inevitable that
this should be so - for we were safe in America while our brothers in Europe
were undergoing the cruelest of martyrdoms — I must still insist that the
only really helpful attitude towards the DP is to combine with the warmest
sympathy the most clear-sighted objectivity. I do not think that one excludes
the other. On the other hand, if we permit our unconscious feelings — be
they guilt or whatever - to dominate our approach to the problem, then the
greatest sufferers from our indulgence will be the DP’s themselves.

Those of us who have had a chance to work in the field with the concen-
tration camp victims have learned that their demands are often not justified
by physical necessity so much as by a fear of losing out, of being rejected, a
fear that others might get more than they. Certainly, these sufferers should be
spared more frustration and disappointment whenever possible. But it is also
essential, if only for their own sake, that they learn to come to practical terms
with the world outside the barbed wire. Too many of the field workers who
tirst came into contact with DP’s did not understand this. They either acceded
to the demands or made promises that they were unable to carry out.

It is not possible, of course, in so brief an article as this, fully to describe
the conditions of the DP’s, as I saw them, or to outline a complete program
for handling their psychological problems. But I do believe we can indicate
through example what these problems are in broad outline and sketch out a
more appropriate approach to deal with them.

It should be pointed out here that indiscriminate use of the term “dis-
placed persons” has often been misleading.” Not all DP’s are ex-inmates

military officials, brought in to create an occupation government; humanitarian,
relief, and aid workers operating on behalf of UNRRA, the JDC, the Jewish Commit-
tee for Relief Abroad (JCRA). Moreover, famous writers, artists, and politicians were
brought in to perform or give lectures/presentations to the DPs. There are reports
from a number of observers in this volume, including Abraham Klausner, Herman
Jablokoff, H. Lejwik, and David Ben-Gurion.

7  Displaced Persons (or DPs) was the term used by UNRRA and occupation authorities
to delineate an individual who was deemed to qualify for care and relief from UNRRA
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of the Nazi concentration camps, since only about one hundred thousand
Jews survived these camps, of whom about four thousand are children under
eighteen. The majority of the Jewish displaced persons consist of children
who were kept in hiding, of Polish Jews who returned from Russia after the
war, and great numbers of Jews from Rumania and Hungary. Obviously, those
who went through the experience of the Nazi concentration camps present
the most severe psychological problems — but even in their case it would be an
error to assume that a majority, or even any substantial fraction, are in need
of specific psychiatric treatment: this is something that can be determined
only for each individual separately. However, the years of tension and anxiety
have affected all the DP’s to a greater or lesser degree, and a sound program of
mental hygiene - a term which includes everything from intensive psychiatric
treatment of selected individuals down to the relatively simple matter of
seeing to it that immigrants to Israel are quickly integrated into its economic
and social life - is necessary for the group generally, whether in Germany, in
Cyprus, or in Palestine.

WHEN I was appointed by the Joint Distribution Committee to undertake the
task of making a psychological survey of the surviving adults and children,
with a view to a program of therapy and guidance, I was filled with dread at
what I might discover in Europe. But when I met the DP’s in their camps and
the children in the camp centers and foster homes, I was delighted to find that
my forebodings had been decidedly exaggerated. When I talked to the survi-
vors — the adults and children who had been in the concentration camps or
had hidden in the forests — I was amazed to see how quickly they had recov-
ered. They all gave evidence of an incredible physical and psychological
resilience. In the foster homes set up by the child-care organizations* and

* The main child-care organizations were: Oeuvre de secours aux enfants (OSE);
Oeuvre de protection des enfants juifs (OPE]); Union des juifs pour la résistance
(UJRE); Women’s International Zionist Organization (WIZO).

while awaiting resettlement. UNRRA adopted the term as a legal category, but due
to the difficulties of obtaining legal recognition of their displacement (an issue
which continues to plague refugee relief efforts to this day) many DPs existed as DPs
without the proper paperwork or legal determination of their status. Thus, the term
was used both among Jewish DPs themselves and those providing assistance to DPs,
to describe those individuals who could not return to their nation of origin after the
war, and therefore continued to live in displacement, awaiting the opportunity for
resettlement.
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subventioned by the American Joint Distribution Committee, in France, I
found a situation that was well-nigh |504| miraculous in view of the children’s
past experiences. Here were no monsters, no savages, no psychotics.

ButIsoon discovered that these children had serious emotional problems,
usually of a neurotic nature. They would have been distinctly abnormal not
to have had them. To have lived, as these children had, in Hitler’s Europe, was
to have inhabited a world where all the accepted modes of human intercourse
had been destroyed and all moral standards subverted.

But the behavior patterns formed by these children during the years
when they had struggled for sheer survival could not be lumped together in
an over-all syndrome labeled “the DP mind.” The patterns were too diverse.

A very different psychological analysis was needed for each group - for
those who came out of the concentration camps, those who had hidden in the
forests during the Nazi occupation, those who had been taken into Gentile
homes and had lived under the protection of foster parents, those who had
been concealed in convents and monasteries. Nevertheless, there was one
common denominator that, to a greater or lesser degree, existed for all DP’s,
adults and children alike: emotional numbness or shallowness.

I was especially impressed by this when I interviewed the children. Each one
of them told me the most tragic and bloody stories in a tone of the utmost
detachment, even nonchalance, as though they were telling me about some
very unimportant event, something that had happened long ago and to some-
one they hardly knew. At first sight these children resembled schizophrenics,
so completely did their capacity for emotional life seem to have vanished. But
closer examination revealed that this emotional state was far different from
schizophrenia. The French psychiatrist E. Minkowski® has called this state
“affective anesthesia,” and it is developed as a defense against the daily
dangers and anxieties to which both those in the concentration camps and
those in hiding were continuously exposed. This emotional anesthetization
was not necessarily the result of long years of benumbing terror. In many
cases it appeared instantaneously, as the result of a sharp and overpowering
trauma.

8 Eugeéne Minkowski (1885-1972) was a Jewish psychiatrist born in St. Petersburg,
raised in Warsaw, and educated in Breslau, Géttingen, and Munich. He volunteered in
the French Army during the First World War; after the war, he moved to Paris with his
family and adopted French citizenship. Minkowski is known for his incorporation of
phenomenology into psychopathology, his exploration of the notion of “lived time,”
and his research on schizophrenia more generally.
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In the case histories I accumulated in Europe and which were later aug-
mented by our psychiatric team in Cyprus,* this basic emotional configuration
crops up again and again. I remember one case - I could cite hundreds -
that dramatically expresses what is at work here. The child was about five
years old when the persecution of Jews started in her region. Before her par-
ents were taken away by the Nazis, they managed to place the child in the
home of some friendly Ukrainian peasants. As the child told me: “I did not
look like a Jewish girl, so my parents told me to go to some Ukrainian
neighbors and make myself useful by minding their livestock for them?”
Several days later, while she was in a field with the cattle, a Ukrainian boy
passed and showed her a photograph of her father attached to an identity card.
When she asked him where he had found it, he told her that the man whose
picture this was had just been killed. The child said: “I wanted to cry, but I was
afraid to cry because he would have known that I was a Jewish girl if I did. So
I didn’t cry” The Ukrainian boy then led her to a nearby wood and there she
saw her parents, her brothers, and many other Jews lying dead in a freshly
excavated pit. “There was so much blood around, I got frightened. I wanted
to cry, but again I was afraid that they might kill me”” She hid in a cornfield in
order to be alone and cry, but soon some people came by and she again had
to stifle her tears. When I saw her four and a half years later in a foster home
in France, she still could not cry - she had forgotten how.

Her story, unfortunately, is quite typical. Almost all the surviving children
I saw had |505| forgotten how to cry; they had lost the ability to respond
with spontaneous emotion to life. Yet, and again I must emphasize this, one
could scarcely call them psychotic. Indeed, their vitality in other areas and
their eagerness for learning spoke against such a diagnosis. Of course, the
repression of emotion is not new to psychopathology; psychiatrists observe it
in their everyday practice. But what was new and unusual here was the state
of utter apathy in which we found great numbers of children - apathy founded
on the wholesale and deep suppression of anxiety. One youth leader aptly
described the psychological state of the survivors: “Although the behavior of
these children and their vitality seem normal in every respect, they carry deep
inside them a cold panic”

When such a long-harbored anxiety breaks through, because of some
fresh shock or new traumatic situation, then it resembles somewhat the
so-called combat fatigue cases that we saw in the recent war. In fact, in Cyprus
I encountered several “nervous breakdowns” among the children who had

* On my mission to Cyprus I was accompanied by a psychologist and a psychiatric
social worker from the United States. This team was matched by a similar team from
Palestine with Dr. Franz Bruehl as psychiatrist.
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just arrived from Europe, and in almost every case their condition paralleled
the war-time psychiatric pattern.” Like the combat soldiers who during the
tension of battle seldom cracked, but held up until they were in the security of
a rear-area bivouac, these children waited until the threat of death was gone,
and then, at the end of their resources, permitted the long-repressed anxieties
to break through in manifest symptoms.

But such analogies are only tangentially illuminating. They cannot fully
describe the psychological traumata of the survivors. The familiar categories
in psychopathology would be fallacious. A number of facts militate against
any such comfortable assurance.

THE sURVIVORS of the concentration camps, and especially the Jews, had
been subjected to a psychological terror unprecedented in world history.
David Rousset,"* a French survivor of the concentration camps, has described
in his book, Les jours de notre mort, the special position assigned to the Jews
in the concentration camp system. Beneath everyone - the political prisoners,
the misfits, the criminals, the degenerates — stood the Jews. They were the
plebeians of the entire structure, despised and mistreated not only by the
Nazis but by all the other prisoners. When a new shipment of Jews came to
the camps, Rousset relates, the other prisoners were filled with relief, since

9 David Rousset, Le jours de notre mort, Paris 1947, 118f.

10 David Rousset (1912-1997) was a French Communist party member and journalist
born to a Protestant minister in Roanne, France. He attended Sorbonne, earning
a degree in literature before going on to become a correspondent for Time and
Fortune magazines. During the war, Rousset joined the French Résistance. The
Gestapo arrested him in 1943 and imprisoned him in Buchenwald concentration
camp for dissemination of anti-Nazi propaganda. He was later sent to Neuengamme
concentration camp, where he was assigned as a forced laborer in the camp’s salt
mines. After his liberation and repatriation to France, Rousset wrote the first account
of the Nazi concentration camp universe, defining the Nazis’ extermination program
as a product of German ideology and a vital component of the German economy, as
opposed to an aberration of war. Rousset did not distinguish between concentration
camps and killing centers, asserting that both types of institutions were devised under
the assumption that certain groups of people were less than human. He was also one
of the first French intellectuals to denounce the Soviet Gulags as the direct and logical
byproduct of totalitarianism; his writings on the subject led to his estrangement from
the French Communist party. David Rousset, Lunivers concentrationnaire, Paris
1946; idem, The Other Kingdom, transl. by Ramon Guthrie, New York 1947; idem,
A World Apart, transl. by Yvonne Moyse, London 1951.
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they knew that it meant a brief respite for themselves; the Jews would absorb
a major share of the blows — at least for a time."

One can epitomize the Jews' experience in the concentration camps
by a single statement: they were abandoned by the others, and then they
abandoned themselves. Except for those deeply religious and mystical, the
Jews had neither ideological support (as did the political prisoners) nor the
comfort and sustenance of a group (as did the criminals). Freud has claimed
that culture has been built on the ruins of the primitive instinctual drives.*
The concentration camp, that sadistic embodiment of all that is hostile to
culture, was in its turn built upon the ruins of the social instinct; and it is
no wonder that those people who went through the concentration camps
were forced by a crushing set of circumstances to stifle and almost wholly
destroy the cultural instinct - the instinct of sociability that binds together all
community life with the ties of love and affection - in order to survive.

Human beings simply do not exist in such a situation without making
profound internal readjustments. One cannot live for years in a world in
which one man kills another for a cigarette, in which cannibalism is a reality,
and then revert instantly on liberation to the man one was before. In view
of all this, it is truly amazing that the DP’s whom we found in Europe were
capable of any social expression at all. At the same time, it is impossible to
understand the DP as he is now, whether he was an inmate of the camps or
not, if one does not understand clearly the enormous dislocation of the spirit
Nazi terror wrought in him. Any other evaluation of the DP is motivated more
by sentimental considerations than |506| by a forthright desire to face the
facts; and unless one faces these uncomfortable and irksome facts, one cannot
hope to help the DP’s with the proper sympathetic understanding.

To psychoanalysts, who are accustomed to think in terms of ego strength,
that is, an ego able to establish more and more defenses so as not to dis-
integrate when confronted by overwhelming and extreme situations, the
survivors of the concentration camps pose a certain problem. We know that
the function of the ego is to mediate between the demands of our instincts

11 See also Document 14.

12 Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) was an Austrian neurologist who founded the clinical
method of assessing and treating pathologies thought to originate from conflicts in
the psyche, known as psychoanalysis. Freud theorized that drive is “the psychical
representative of the stimuli originating from within the organism and reaching the
mind, as a measure of the demand made upon the mind for work in consequence of its
connection with the body” Sigmund Freud, Instincts and Their Vicissitudes [1915],
in: James Strachey (ed./transl.), The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological
Works of Sigmund Freud, vol. XIV: 1914-1916, London 1957, 109-140, here 122.
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and the prohibitions of our inculcated conscience. However, when, as in the
concentration camps, the conscience - that social department of the ego,
or what psychoanalysis calls the superego — was continually overruled and
negated, the ego did not grow stronger. All that did grow stronger was the
instinct for self-preservation, and that at the expense of every other drive.

It is well known that prisoners in concentration camps evidenced severe
loss of sexual function from the moment of “initial shock” on entering the
camps, a fact many writers, old inmates of concentration camps, have already
described.” Until liberation, when the death threat was finally lifted, most of
the men were impotent. It has also been reported that even nocturnal emis-
sions took place only on those days when the prisoner was transferred to the
relative safety of the concentration camp’s hospital. For the majority of women
menstruation was seriously disturbed or ceased; the normal menstrual cycle
was resumed only after liberation. This sexual withdrawal of the organism
was but one reflection of the deep psychic regression among the inmates of
the concentration camps.

In Cyprus, where conditions harked back to the Nazi camps — as we will
have an opportunity to discuss later — sexual dysfunctions similar to those in
the concentration camps could also be observed. Many of the men we exam-
ined stated that they had become impotent soon after their arrival there. And
the majority of adolescents even went so far as to lose all fantasies about sex;
those who had begun to masturbate after liberation ceased to do so as soon
as they reached Cyprus. True, the crowded conditions and the lack of privacy
tavored the avoidance of all open sexual activity, yet this was not sufficient to
explain the lack of all fantasies and desires as well.

Rorschach tests' taken among the Cyprus inmates showed in all cases a
profound sexual repression, accompanied by underlying anxiety. Supervisors
of the children reported that all the adolescents seemed curiously uninterested
in sexual matters. It would appear that the children who came to the concen-
tration camps before puberty or during the latency period all evidenced
the marks of delayed psychosexual development. In many cases the girls
did not start to menstruate until a year after they had left the concentration

13 See, e.g., Viktor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning: Experiences in a Concentration
Camp, Boston, Mass., 1959, 51f.; first published in German as Ein Psycholog erlebt
das KZ (Vienna 1946).

14 The Rorschach test is a projective psychological tool in which individuals are shown
inkblots and asked to describe what they see; these perceptions are recorded and
then analyzed using psychological interpretation, complex algorithms, or both. The
method is used by some psychologists to examine a person’s personality characteris-
tics and emotional functioning.
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camps, sometimes at the age of 17 or even 18; and in a few instances married
women of 18 or 19 had not yet menstruated. Interviews seem to confirm the
assumption that the same regressive phenomena observed on Cyprus existed
to a greater degree in the German concentration camps.

One may well wonder whether Ferenczi’s theory"* that the latency period
of sexual development is a heritage of the rigors of the long and threatening
glacial epoch, has not found an ironic and tragic confirmation in the emo-
tional effects of the Hitler dictatorship, surely a modern “ice age”

ONE of many similar stories might be cited to demonstrate the distortion of
the ego. In Cyprus I interviewed a twenty-three year old girl who had been
in Auschwitz. Her whole family had been killed. At first, she had been put
to work in the kitchen, carrying food to the sick. Later, however, she was
transferred to the crematorium staff. Her job was to hand towels to the women
who were lined up naked every day “to go for a bath” This was the Nazis’
version,'® and she accepted it. Women from her village passed through and
never returned, yet she had so completely blocked off the dreadful |507| reality
that she refused to believe that they were actually going into a death chamber.
When she told me this story, she could not understand how she could have
been so “stupid” And when, after a few conversations with me, she began to
remember the cries and screams of the children who had been herded past
her, her astonishment grew over her apparent inability to grasp and react to
the true situation when it was taking place.

15 Sandor Ferenczi (1873-1933) was a Hungarian-Jewish psychoanalyst and one of
the seminal theorists of the psychoanalytic school of thought. He and Sigmund
Freud were close associates, though the two came to adopt differing approaches to
psychoanalysis, with Ferenczi advocating for what he and Viennese psychoanalyst
Otto Rank (1884-1939) called “here-and-now” psychotherapy, which would later
become the foundation for person or client centered therapy developed by Carl
Rogers (1902-1987) in the 1940s and 1950s. Here the author references Ferenczi’s
contribution to the theory of psychosexual development, in which Freud recognized
four stages of human development punctuated by pauses, or periods of sexual latency,
between the ages of eight to ten years old and 13 to 17 years old. Ferenczi suggested
that these periods of sexual latency were an evolutionary byproduct of the Ice Age.
Sigmund Freud, Three Contributions to the Theory of Sex, transl. by Abraham A.
Brill, New York 1910 (first Leipzig/Wien 1905); Sandor Ferenczi, Thalassa. A The-
ory of Genitality, New York 2018 (first published in The Psychoanalytic Quarterly
in 1938).

16 Inbuilding the gas chambers at Auschwitz, the extermination centers, and numerous
concentration camps including Dachau, the Nazis disguised the rooms as bathing
facilities by installing showers.
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It is clear that the reality had been simply too horrible for the girl to
contemplate. She had to deny it, not partially or by some small ruse, but
totally and without leaving a shred or trace of it to disturb her half-smothered
conscience. Otherwise she could not survive. But when she appears before
us as a DP in need of help, facing the need to readjust to life, then we must
remember this crippling denial of reality and the profound distortion of the
social sense that it inevitably entails.

This girl’s experience can stand as a kind of archetype for all. To one
degree or another, they have all stifled their true feelings, they have all denied
the dictates of conscience and social feeling in the hope of survival, and they
have all been warped and distorted as a result.

So the therapeutic measures recommended for this particular case have
a general application and significance. First of all, the girl must be made to
remember the facts and not the fantasy of the situation in the anteroom of the
death chamber. Although in everyday psychiatric practice this is a routine
matter, the use of such methods for the victims of Hitler’s persecution may
seem unnatural and cruel. Yet this is the only road back to psychological
health. Such a feat of remembering is, in truth, both impossible and cruel
except in an atmosphere of love and understanding that will bolster the
patient’s weakened confidence and carry her through the first stages of the
inevitable shock. The task is to bring her back into human society after her
experience on its outermost edges — the concentration camps. To achieve
this, she must be surrounded by people who understand and love her and
sympathize with her difficulties. Above all, she must be given the feeling that
a community of fellow human beings is ready to welcome her as an equal
and comrade and will find her useful work to engage her full capacities as a
human being.

In his brilliant analysis of modern civilization’s destructive drives, Civi-
lization and Its Discontents, Sigmund Freud described the profoundest and
most frightening war of all, the war between the forces of Eros - the societal
and libidinous instincts — and the forces of destructive sadism."” But in his
most apocalyptic moment Freud could never have imagined that his prophetic
words would in the next few years be given such horrible actuality. Never
before has the still, small voice of conscience been reduced to so spectral,
so ineffectual a whisper - not only in the victimizers but in their victims.
Psychoanalysis has always known that civilization was fighting a desperate

17 Sigmund Freud first published Civilization and Its Discontents in 1930 in Vienna;
the German-language original is titled Das Unbehagen in der Kultur. The book is
considered one of his most important and widely read works and has been translated
into many different languages.
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action against overwhelmingly powerful forces, but we never believed that
their “superiority” would be so terribly proven.

So the importance of rehabilitating the DP’s is much more than that of
salvaging one small group of human beings who have suffered. It is a project
that has significance for the whole world; it is, indeed, a reassertion of our
belief that the civilizing forces in man may yet win to victory. We cannot
expect this to happen quickly or easily. Inevitably, the survivors’ steps back to
civilization will be faltering and confused, with many mistakes and setbacks.
They are all a prey to anxiety, distrust, and hatred. They have all accumulated
a great amount of repressed hostility and aggressiveness, for which they could
find no outlet during the years of persecution.

AGAINST the background of such an analysis the problem of the rehabilitation
of DP’s may become clearer; it also becomes more difficult. There is no
half-measure that will answer. To attempt to revive the emotional life of peo-
ple who continue to live in the precarious and threatening atmosphere |508| of
the DP camps of Europe or incarcerated on the purgatorial island of Cyprus,
hemmed in by barbed wire and armed guards in an ominous reenactment of
the German chapter of their torture, might appear an impossible undertaking.
Yet there has been some good and effective work, which has resulted in
amazing readjustments and recoveries.

On the other hand, those who were able to go immediately after liberation
to Palestine or the United States or some other free environment have shown
that they are capable of regaining their balance and health in a very short time.
As opposed to these quick recoveries, most survivors who have had to remain
in the camps under continuous regimentation have grown more anxious and
aggressive. Despite all that continues to be done for them, they see themselves
betrayed and abandoned a second time.

The camps on Cyprus are even worse in their effects. In contrast to the
DP camps in Europe, inmates are not permitted outside the gates; and many
other features are reminiscent of the German concentration camps. Situated
on a strip of barren, sun-scorched earth where the scarcity of water is always
a source of anxiety, the immigrants are confined in circumstances of over-
crowding and restriction of the worst kind. As ought to have been expected,
the barbed wire of Cyprus has cruelly resulted in bringing back to many
of the immigrants, either by association or by the re-stimulation of ingrained,
conditioned responses, some of the behavior patterns of the concentration
camps.

Anxieties which were held in abeyance for many years now erupt to the
surface. The majority of the complaints are of a psychosomatic nature, all of
them accompanied by mild or acute anxiety states.
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It was the cases of acute anxiety — the “breakdowns” - among the children,
which enabled us, on our trip to Cyprus, to persuade the “leaders” of the
young that we had a useful function and that these individual cases might help
them to a greater understanding of the general problems.

LEADERSHIP - as provided by the adults assigned by relief or other agencies
to guide and take care of separate groups of children - is a crucial matter for
the DP’s. As can be imagined, after the long years of persecution and confine-
ment, with all instincts subservient to that of survival, the DP’s had developed
habits of complete dependency and infantilism. When I first encountered
DP children in France, I was told by the supervisors of the foster homes that
the children formed tightly knit groups presenting a solid phalanx of hostility
and suspicion to everyone outside their group. I soon discovered, however,
that even within these groups, they had no ties of affection, no friends, no
love for one another; they simply huddled together out of habit and extreme
fear. In this situation, proper leadership was important, for one misstep could
throw back a whole program for weeks.

In the children’s village in Cyprus (Kfar Hanoar)* we were able to study
closely the relations between the children and their adult leaders. These
ranged in type from groups that were cohesive, disciplined, and well-orga-
nized to those that were disorderly and near disintegration. Invariably, after
examining three or four children in a group, we could determine in advance
what kind of leader was at the head of the group. The children unfailingly
reflected the anxieties of their leaders.

One group of children we studied was outstanding for its excellent disci-
pline - not the kind of unthinking, rigid discipline practiced by the Irgunists'®

* At the time of my visit to Cyprus, the Youth Aliyah had segregated some two
thousand children, mostly orphans between the ages of five and eighteen, in a camp
of their own.

18 The Irgun was an armed Jewish underground organization formed in 1931 by a group
of Haganah commanders that splintered from the organization in protest of its defense
policies. In April 1937, the Irgun split in the midst of the Arab riots, with about half of
the members returning to Haganah. The remaining half renamed their organization
Irgun zva’i le’'umi (National Military Organization, abbr. Etzel). Etzel derived its
ideological platform from the Revisionist movement, recognizing the authority of
that movement’s leader, Vladimir Ze’ev Jabotinsky (1880-1940). In February 1944,
the organization declared war against the British administration, staging numerous
attacks targeting the government, military, and police. Following the establishment
of the State of Israel, in August 1948, Etzel high command agreed to integrate into the
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and other extremist groups, but a discipline based on understanding and
affectionate relationships. Children in this group with artistic abilities were
given free rein to develop them. Moreover, all of them answered our questions
with a unique frankness and lack of suspicion. All this was due to their
madrich*® or leader, a young man of twenty-seven who, though not a trained
psychologist, had great intuitive |509| understanding and insight. When
he had first organized the group in Rumania, the children were wild and
undisciplined. Then, as he himself put it, he had devised a scheme “by which
the restlessness and aggressiveness of the children could find proper outlets”
He took them on hikes, went mountain climbing with them, kept them on the
move until they had calmed down. Only after this preliminary maneuver did
he begin his educational program.

In contrast to this group which was so cohesive and well integrated,
were many others whose leaders demanded blind obedience of each child,
and the personal devotion and dependence of each child. If the group had
any cohesion, it was only because of this; there was no affection among the
children. One such leader told me she regarded herself as a mother substitute.
Well, even mothers and fathers are known to be aggressive, and this leader
certainly was.

From such practical work we learned that the role of the leader could be
likened to that of a catalyst, activating a process of sympathy and group cohe-
sion. If the leader was able to create affectionate attachments within the group
and divert aggressive impulses into constructive outlets, his chief goal had
been reached. The test of a leader’s effectiveness was not his indispensability,
but, on the contrary, the ease with which he could be replaced.

There was another youth leader who had brought her group from Poland
to Cyprus. At the beginning the children had offered great resistance to her
and wanted to return to their Gentile foster parents, though these no longer

newly formed Israel Defense Forces. Emanuel Melzer, Art. Revisionist Zionists, in:
Hundert (ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia, vol. 2, 1555-1557; Aviva Halamish, Art. Exodus,
in: Diner (ed.), ETHC, vol. 2, 554-562.

19 Madrikh (Heb., pl. madrikhim), an individual charged as guide, leader, or assistant
for Jewish youths in the context of religious schooling. Mentor-guides instructed
and cared for DP youths living on the various Zionist kibbutzim and hakhsharot
(Heb., lit. preparation, here: agricultural training farms; sg. hakhsharah) established
in and around the camps to prepare young DPs for life in Palestine. Additionally,
shlihim (Heb., messengers, emissaries; sg. shaliah), highly trained emissaries from
Palestine and later Israel, were dispatched by the Jewish Agency to teach about the
Land of Israel as well as issues and matters of Jewish national and religious self
understanding.
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had a place for them. She told us that she was often compelled to lock the
doors to prevent them from running away. She believed, however, that all
the children’s conflicts had been solved and that she had been successful in
bringing them back to a faith in Judaism. When I pointed out that the children
still kept crosses and prayer books underneath their pillows, she brushed this
aside as an innocuous addiction to souvenirs. Unfortunately, after having
discussed this particular problem with many of these children, I found it
impossible to be as optimistic. Many of them had deep conflicts concerning
their Jewishness, which for years had been a secret whose betrayal might
mean death - conflicts which would require long study and therapy before
they could disappear.

In fact, as a result of the identification that had sprung up during the
Hitler years between these children and their Christian foster parents, a new
secret Jew, a kind of Marrano® in reverse, had appeared on the scene. Many
of these children exhibited anti-Semitic behavior. The case history of a boy of
ten in liberated Warsaw came to my attention. He was the greatest anti-Semite
in his school, constantly declaring that Hitler should have killed all the Jews.
So difficult a disciplinary problem was he that he was given a psychiatric
examination. It was discovered that the boy was Jewish and that he had been
hidden in a closet for three years by non-Jews. In the European camps I also
met children who admitted that they had been maltreated by their foster
parents, yet still wished to return to them: in the world of the jungle that was
Europe in the war years, the non-Jewishness of the foster parents had been
the children’s only security.

THE PROCESS of adjustment, of course, is by no means an easy one. For
example, one boy of thirteen, when he first arrived at a kibbutz in Palestine,
ran away again and again. When I asked him why he ran away, he could not
tell me. But when I asked him why he had finally decided to stay, he pointed

20 The term “Marrano” refers to descendants of Jews living in Portugal and Spain in the
14th and 15th centuries who, in order to escape increasingly oppressive persecution
and, ultimately, the Inquisition and a death sentence, converted to Christianity, but
were suspected of continuing to practice Judaism in secret. Many Jews during this
period did in fact convert to avoid the persecutory laws while continuing to secretly
practice Judaism. The word appeared around the time of the first riots in the Juderias,
or Jewish quarters, of Spain. It is unclear whether converted Jews referred to them-
selves as Marrano at the time, but the term was later embraced by their descendants
as a badge of honor. David Graizbord, Art. Conversos, in: Diner (ed.), EJHC. vol. 2,
103-108.
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to the woman in charge of the children: a middle aged woman who was one
of the original founders of the kibbutz.

In another kibbutz I visited, I was particularly interested in a group of
children I had met in Cyprus and who had been sheltered during the war
by Gentile foster parents. Earlier I had found many of them still attached
to their foster parents yet feeling at the same time a sense of guilt. It was a
crucial difficulty for them, and I was impressed by the way their problems
were handled by a kibbutz leader. This youth leader, who |510| seemed to
have a deep understanding of the children’s conflicts, asked them upon their
arrival to write letters to their former foster parents thanking them for their
years of care, telling them about their present lives, and so re-establishing
contact with them.

If this gifted woman and man represent the best leaders in Palestine, they
also demonstrate, by contrast with other leaders — unfortunately too many -
Palestine’s most urgent problem, that of the character of its leadership. It was
Hans Beyth,*" one of the most gifted leaders of the Youth Aliyah®* - to the
misfortune of all Palestine, he was recently killed by the Arabs after convoying
a group of children to Haifa — who stressed this to me, and doubtless his
appraisal of the situation is correct. We already know how easy it is for
aggressive ideologies to gain a hold among frustrated and anxiety-ridden
immigrants. Undoubtedly much of the attraction exerted by the Irgun and
Stern®® groups and their pernicious effect on the Palestine community can

21 Hans Beyth (1901-1947) born in Bleicherode, Germany, worked as a banker and later
became a Zionist activist. Following the Nazis’ rise to power, he joined the Youth
Aliyah (Heb., lit. ascent, meaning immigration to Palestine) and resettled in Palestine
in May 1935. He worked as the representative of Youth Aliyah in Germany and as an
aide to its director Henrietta Szold (1860-1945). When Szold died in 1945, Beyth took
over as director, serving from 1945 until his death.

22 Youth Aliyah, established in 1933, was initially founded by Recha Freier (1892-1984)
as a work study training program, but it developed into an organization dedicated to
saving Jewish children from the Nazi regime. Its activities were supervised by Freier
in Berlin and Henrietta Szold, leader and founder of Hadassah (the Zionist, Jewish
women’s organization in the United States), in Jerusalem.

23 The Stern Group, also known as the Stern Gang, was an armed underground
organization founded by Avraham Stern (1907-1942) in June 1940 when he and
fellow members of Etzel left the organization in response to its declaration of a truce
against the British during the war. The Stern Group declared a continuation of war
against British Mandate authorities, opposed voluntary enlistment of Jews into the
British Army, and went as far as to contact representatives of the Axis powers, leading
to its reputation among the Allied powers as a “fifth column” of spies. Reacting to
this reputation, British authorities pursued and killed leading Stern Group members,
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be traced to psychological causes of the kind we have described. In times
like ours, especially amid such a convulsive and precarious state of affairs as
now exists in Palestine, it is not difficult for demagogues to divert the great
load of suppressed aggression into anti-social channels. Some “realistic”
people may indeed regard the war in Palestine as an excellent safety valve
for the immigrants. And yet every psychiatrist knows that such a discharge
of aggressive feelings never has a lasting and beneficial effect. The problem
for Palestine, as for the world, is to find in peacetime a “moral equivalent
of war”

Much of the divisiveness and bitter hostility of the extremist groups in
Palestine can only be explained in terms of deep psychological and irrational
motivations. Time and again in the camps I came across outright expressions
of hatred by one Jewish group of another, and many even expressed hatred of
the relief organizations, whom they blamed for all their hardships and suffer-
ing. For years they had been subjected to the most terrible punishments at the
hands of a seemingly omnipotent and invulnerable figure: the Nazi master.
They had stored up great quantities of unexpressed hostility which had never
been loosed on their real enemy. What then took place is what psychoanalysis
calls displacement - the hostility which should have been directed at the Nazis
was now poured forth on the very people endeavoring to help them. And the
hostility was released all the more easily because the DP’s, like children who
attack adults when they are sure they will not be punished for it, knew that
there was little fear of retaliation.

ALL these important points must await a further elaboration. But I trust that
even in this all too cursory treatment I have succeeded in pointing up the
need for planned education and psychological guidance in order to recreate
in these thousands of people the ability to live free and mature lives. Unfor-
tunately, conditions in Israel today dictate an intense preoccupation with
the rifle. However, if the proper program of education and mental hygiene
can be instituted in a peaceful Israel, we will have reason to hope that the
accumulated aggressiveness of the remnant may be harnessed to productive
activities and the cultivation of the arts of peace.

including Avraham Stern. Remaining members renamed the organization Lohame
Herut Yisra’el (Fighters for the Freedom of Israel, abbr. Lehi) and resumed operations
against British authorities, with some short interruptions, until the end of the
Mandate and the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. Israel Bartal, Art. Land
of Israel, in: Hundert (ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia, vol. 1, 970-975.
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When I reported on our findings last year in Tel Aviv to a joint meeting of
the Neuropsychiatric Association of Israel** and all the welfare organizations
concerned with the problems of adjustment and rehabilitation of immigrants,
I met with profound understanding. The government of Israel has shown
itself eager to establish an effective program of mental hygiene; the recent
visits to the United States of delegates of the Israel government with the
purpose of sponsoring this work is the best testimony to their comprehension
of this vital project. A large committee has recently been set up in New York,
consisting of psychiatrists, psychologists, and lay people, to assist in the task;
in this as in so many other fields, close collaboration between American and
Israeli specialists is essential to success.

Document 8

Hermann O. Pineas, “Die Seelenverfassung ehemaliger politischer KZ-Haeftlinge
mit besonderer Beruecksichtigung der juedischen”

Landsberg am Lech, February 10, 1946

Typewritten lecture, 6 pages; handwritten corrections and underlinings
Language: German

LBI Archives, New York, AR 4197 (Jews in Germany after 1945 Collection)
[Pineas describes the psychological state of former political concentration camp
inmates, with a particular focus on Jewish survivors. As the Allied armies
liberated the concentration camps in the spring of 1945, they found inmates in
inhumane conditions, reduced to skin and bones, often crawling on all fours, and
surviving on refuse and excrement. The liberation brought a mixture of relief
and disorientation, as survivors experienced initial euphoria followed by deep
psychological trauma. The prolonged exposure to death, starvation, and con-
stant fear had left them in a state of extreme mental and emotional exhaustion.
Pineas contrasts the experience of soldiers with those of camp inmates, noting
the latters complete powerlessness and lack of any means of defense. Despite
this, survivors did not succumb to madness, demonstrating the resilience of the
human spirit. After liberation, many struggled with the traumatic memories,
and some fell into pessimism and lethargy. Pineas emphasizes the need for
rebuilding their lives through productive work and looking toward Palestine as
a new hope to overcome their deep-seated anguish and restore their dignity.]

24 The Neuropsychiatric Association of Israel was an organization of Israeli profession-
als in the field of neuropsychiatry which is no longer in existence.
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DIE SEELENVERFASSUNG EHEMALIGER POLITISCHER KZ-HAEFT-
LINGE MIT BESONDERER BERUECKSICHTIGUNG DER JUEDISCHEN

Vortrag von Dr. Herman Pineas® (seinerzeit Memmingen (Allgaeu))
auf der ersten Zusammenkunft juedischer Aerzte in der amerikanischen
Zone am 10. Februar 1946 in Landsberg am Lech.*

Als in den Fruehjahrsmonaten des Jahres 1945 die alliierten Armeen die
Hoellentore der Konzentrationslaeger oeffneten, trafen sie dort auf Wesen,
die mit dem Begriff ,, Mensch® vielleicht noch den Namen, aber sonst nichts
gemein hatten. Sie bestanden buchstaeblich aus Haut und Knochen, aber
auch die Haut war noch vielfach mit Geschwueren bedeckt, von Kratzwunden
zerrissen oder hing faltig wie bei einer Leiche an den Knochen. Von Fettpol-
ster oder Muskulatur war keine Rede. Aber der oft zitierte ,,aufrechte” Gang,
durch den sich der Mensch von den Tieren unterscheidet: was war aus ihm
vielfach geworden? Zusammengesunken, vornueber gebeugt, oft auf allen
Vieren kriechend: so fand man die Opfer Hitlers vor.

Wen kann es wundern, dass diese Wesen sich von sonst ekelerregenden
Abfaellen aller {A}rt und sogar Exkrementen ernaehrt hatten, dass sie von
gefallenen und verendeten Tieren Fleischstuecke abrissen, um sie als Lecker-
bissen zu hueten und ihr elend gewordenes Leben damit zu fristen!

25 Hermann O. Pineas (1878-1975) was a German-Jewish neurologist born in Diis-
seldorf. When the Nazis rose to power, Pineas was practicing medicine in Berlin,
where he lived with his wife Herta (née Appel; 1898-?). The two survived the
war by going underground with falsified documents, settling in Memmingen in
the Allgdu region; Pineas hid in plain sight under the assumed identity of Hans
Giinther, working as a salesman at the tool and machine factory Wilhelm Stehle.
After liberation, the couple headed to Berlin, where they faced some difficulty in
reclaiming their original names and proving their Jewish identity, a vital step in the
process of reclaiming their prewar lives, filing claims for restitution, and securing
housing, among other things. In 1946, Pineas and his wife left Germany and settled
in New York. Hermann O. Pineas, [Erinnerungen, 1933-1944], in: LBI Archives, New
York, ME 502 (LBI Memories Collection), 76 pp., and ibid., AR 94 (Hermann Pineas
Collection).

26 The congress was held under the auspices of the U.S. Military Government from
February 9 to 11. In eleven lectures, ten physicians, among them Solomon Nabriski
(1904-?) from the DP hospital in St. Ottilien and Lazar Goldstein (1901-1981),
reported on the physical and psychological consequences of camp imprisonment as
well as on experiments carried out by Nazi doctors in the concentration camps.
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Wir sprechen nicht von den Millionen, die den raffiniert ausgedachten
Martern schliesslich zum Opfer fielen. Sie haben gewiss den Tag des Todes
herbeigesehnt und ihn mit Koheleth*” besser als den Tag der Geburt empfun-
den. Welches aber war die seelische Verfassung der UEBERLEBENDEN in
den Tagen ihrer Befreiung?

Um hier zu antworten, haben wir uns vorher zu fragen: welcher Art waren
denn die Eindruecke, die in den vielen vorangegangenen Jahren auf diese
Menschen eingewirkt hatten, von denen Millionen Juden waren?

Was hatten diese erlebt seit dem 1. September 1939 in Polen, seit dem |2|
10. April 1940 in Daenemark und Norwegen, seit dem 10. Mai desselben Jah-
res in Holland, Belgien und Luxemburg, seit dem 23. Juni 1941 in Russland?

Dasselbe, was man den deutschen Juden schon seit 1933 beibringen
wollte: dass Judesein gleichbedeutend sei mit vernichtungswertem Ver-
brecher. Die Unbefangenheit, diese reizvolle Gabe des Kindesalters: dem
juedischen Kind in der Diaspora geht sie fruehzeitig verloren. Darum machen
juedische Kinder in den Goluslaendern?® einen fruehreifen, unkindlichen, zu
erwachsenen Eindruck. Juedische Kinder in Osteuropa waren im Umgang
mit Nichtjuden oft scheu, aengstlich, geduckt, aber sie hatten wenigstens
nicht fuer ihr Leben zu fuerchten.”” Mit dem Einmarsch der Deutschen, der
Soldaten wie vor allem der SS, der Gestapo und ihrer Trabanten war jeder
Jude, Mann und Fra{u}, Kind und Greis, in seinem Leben bedroht.

Was fuer Todesaengste jene Ungluecklichen an dem Tag durchzumachen
hatten, an dem sie erschosse [sic] oder, wie es so sachlich hiess, ,liquidiert®
wurden, wir wissen es nicht. Sie hatten jedenfalls nicht lange auf den Tod zu
warten. Wie anders waren die Qualen derer, die erst ins Ghetto gesperrt, dann

27 The Hebrew word kohelet (lit. preacher) refers to the part of the Book of Ecclesiastes
read during Sukkot, the Jewish holiday celebrating the gathering of the harvest. Pineas
is likely referencing a verse Qoh 3:1-2, noting that people longed for the day of death:
“There is a time for everything, a season for every activity under the heavens: a time
to be born and a time to die ..

28 Goluslaender refers to the Jewish diaspora; goles (Yidd.) means exile.

29 Here Pineas is making a point about the genocidal violence that marked the Nazi
occupation and specifically targeted Jewish children. However, he fails to acknowl-
edge that Jewish children in Eastern Europe feared for their lives in the decades
before the German invasion as well, as reflected in the well-documented history of
violence and pogroms across the region. Jeffrey Veidlinger, In the Midst of Civilized
Europe: The Pogroms of 1918-1921 and the Onset of the Holocaust, New York 2021;
Elissa Bemporad, Legacy of Blood: Jews, Pogroms, and Ritual Murder in the Lands
of the Soviets, New York 2019; Steven J. Zipperstein, Pogrom: Kishinev and the Tilt
of History, New York 2018.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666311574 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



168 Displacement and Trauma

in Lager geschleppt wurden, um dort unter Umstaenden jahrelang all den
raffinierten sadistischen Martern und Quaelereien ausgesetzt zu sein, hinter
denen als letzte Drohung der Verbrennungsofen stand!

Sie alle mussten stuendlich auf den Tod gefasst sein, wenn bei der ,,Selek-
tion“ der Daumen des SS-Arztes sie in den Haufen der zu Vernichtenden wies,
und wenn sie vielleicht auch heute von diesem Geschick verschont bleiben:
wer sollte sie das naechstemal [sic] vor dem Untergang bewahren? Man
koennte einwenden, dass der Soldat an der Front ganz demselben Geschick
ausgesetzt sei, doch nur ein Schwachkopf koennte dies ernsthaft behaupten.
Der Soldat hat ja Waffen, mit denen er sich wehrt und dem Gegner dasselbe
Schicksal bereiten kann, das der ihm zugedacht hat. Er hat ferner eine
Fuehrung, die ihm die Unbilden des Krieges und seine Gefahren so gering
wie moeglich zu machen sucht. Die Lage des KZlers mit der des Soldaten
gleichzusetzen heisst den Verdacht erwecken, man wolle ihn noch ver- |3|
hoehnen! War doch fuer ihn der einfache, gemeine (oft charakterlich zutref-
fende) SS-Mann ein Gott, wo er doch oft genug schon vor einem Kapo zittern
musste! Eine Fuehrung gab es also schon fuer ihn, aber eine, die nur auf seine
Vernichtung sann.

Welches aber waren die Waffen des KZlers? Sie konnten nach Lage
der Dinge nur geistiger Art sein, bestanden also im wesentlichen aus der
blitzschnellen Erfassung der jeweiligen Situation, ihrer Verwendung zum
eigenen Vorteil, der Ausnutzung der Schwaeche des sich in verschiedener
Form darstellenden Gegners und zweckentsprechender Reaktion darauf.

Es ist kein Zufall, dass in diesem Kampf auf Leben und Tod unsere polni-
schen Glaubens- und Stammesbrueder ihren westeuropaeischen Schicksals-
gefaehrten hunderttausendfach ueberlegen waren.*® Ich vermerke hier nur
die Tatsache, ohne auf die Gruende einzugehen, die uns von unserem Thema
zu weit entfernen wuerden.

So lebt der KZler vom Beginn jedes Tages bis zu seinem Ende ununter-
brochen in intensivster seelischer Spannung und schwerstem Druck, ohne

30 Pineas’ comments are reflective of the “Ostjuden” stereotype, which emerged in
the late 19th century in response to migration as well as direct contact during the
First World War. The term referred to the depiction of Jews from Eastern Europe as
“backward” Jews who maintained their premodern traditions, in contrast to the more
“enlightened” modern Jews of Western Europe. Anne-Christin Saf, Art. Ostjuden,
in: Diner (ed.), EJTHC, vol. 4, 686-693. The stereotype also appeared in intra-Jewish
discourse, as it does here. Pineas seems to be implying that the more “refined”
Western European Jews were less prepared for the horrors of National Socialism than
their Eastern European brethren, who were simpler and more accustomed to savagery
and mistreatment. The tone of the comments is sarcastic, bitter, and complex.
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Moeglichkeit des wirklichen Ausruhens, ohne Erholungspause, und das nicht
fuer Tage oder Wochen, sondern stets fuer Monate und Jahre.

Haette ein Romanschriftsteller in einem seiner Werke Schicksale gezeich-
net, wie sie hunderttausendfach in den Laegern schaurige Wirklichkeit
geworden sind, und haette er die von ihm geschilderten Menschen wahnsin-
nig werden lassen, unter der erdrueckenden seelischen Belastung, unter der
sie standen: jeder von uns waere von der inneren Wahrheit der Schilderung
ueberzeugt und erschuettert gewesen. Aber in der Wirklichkeit sind die
Ueberlebenden nicht wahnsinnig, nicht geisteskrank geworden, und mit
heftiger Regung stellt man fest, dass selbst dies Uebermass von Teufeleien ein
urspruenglich gesundes Gehirn nicht voellig ausser Funktion setzten kann.*'

Menschen dieser seelischen Beschaffenheit erlebten nun das Wunder der
Be- |4| freiung; sie, die der Vernichtung geweiht waren, kehrten ins Licht des
Tages zurueck. Es ist nur zu gut zu verstehen, dass sie anfaenglich von diesem
Licht geblendet wurden, und so sehen wir in den ersten Wochen nach der
Befreiung, nachdem der koerperliche Hunger der vielen Elendsjahre not-
duerftig gestillt ist, nachdem man schlafen kann, wann und solange man will,
diese Befreiten in den Doerfern und Staedten Deutschlands, wo sie sich in
kleineren und groesseren Gruppen zusammen gefunden haben, in einer Art
von stae{n}digem Rauschzustand, der fuer den mitfuehlenden Beobachter
etwas Ruehrend-Erschuetterndes hat. Nun, wo das ewig Ertraeumte, aber
fuer unmoeglich Gehaltene Wahrheit geworden ist, naemlich den Tag der
Befreiung zu erleben, nu{n} ist ihnen alles erlaubt, und so sehen wir sie in
staendiger Unruhe, sprunghaft in der Unterhaltung, sprunghaft im Denken,
sprunghaft auch von einem Ort zum andern reisend.*?

31 Early findings by medical and psychiatric professionals repeatedly pointed to the
“surprising” lack of psychosis among survivors. These early diagnoses stand in
contrast to the reality of some survivors who would later find themselves committed
to psychiatric asylums in Israel. For an example of early professional psychiatric
diagnoses of survivors living in the DP camps, see Document 7.

32 Here Pineas suggests that Jewish survivors could do anything they desired following
liberation, failing to acknowledge the reality that life in the DP camps, particularly
in the first several years of the postwar era, remained highly regulated. Even as some
survivors managed to travel between DP camps, across occupied Germany, and even
across borders to search for family, life within the confines of the camp continued to
be restricted. For example, barbed wire continued to surround the perimeter of many
camps (some of which had been concentration and forced labor camps during the
war), and DPs could not enter or exit the camp without permission. These conditions
were well documented by Earl G. Harrison in his report to President Truman
regarding the hardships faced by the displaced Jews living in Europe (Document 15).
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Aber ist es bloss der Freiheitstaumel, der sie treibt, bloss das Entzuecken
darueber, der Peitsche des Aufsehers entronnen zu sein? Nur der oberflaech-
liche Beobachter koennte sich dadurch taeuschen lassen. Hinter diesem oft
so wild erscheinenden Gebaren, dieser Unruhe und Geschaeftigkeit steckt
die Angst, die Angst vor der Wirklichkeit, die ihre naechsten Angehoerigen
hingemordet und sie selbst mehr oder weniger allein zurueckgelassen hat.
(Aber vielleicht ist doch jemand uebrig geblieben, vielleicht findet man doch
in dem oder jenem juedischen Lagern hier oder dort einen Angehoerigen,
einen Freund, und so sehen wir in den Sommer- und Herbstmonaten des
Jahres 1945 die geretteten KZler in allen Eisenbahnzuegen Deutschlands auf
vielen Lastautos, oft in Personenwagen auf der Suche nach Ueberlebenden,
und ab und zu finden sich wirklich einzelne Familienmitglieder zusammen,
oft auf sehr merkwuerdige Weise.)**

In den ersten Wochen nach der Befreiung musste man sich koerperlich
von den durchgemachten Strapazen erholen. Der Tag, den man spaet anfing,
verging mit gemaechlicher Einnahme der guten und reichlichen Mahlzeiten,
die einem nun zur Verfuegung standen, mit Spaziergehen, Einkaeufen, Besu-
chen |5| der Schicksalsgenossen, mit Unterhaltungen mit amerikanischen
juedischen Soldaten, die sich nach Moeglichkeit um die juedischen Naziopfer
kuemmerten und ihren Erzaehlungen mit Grauen lauschten.** Zwischen-
durch machte man Musik, trank Schnaps, den man aufgetrieben hatte; so

33 Many survivors and Jews from abroad assisting in the rehabilitation and resettlement
process have described the constant and visible movement of survivors throughout
Europe in search of loved ones after the war (Document 10). See also United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum (henceforth USHMM) Archives, Washington D.C.,,
RG 50.470*0012, Interview with Abraham Klausner, recorded February 23, 1995.

34 Regarding the reference to “good and pentiful meals,” it is difficult to tell whether
Pineas is speaking sarcastically; scholarship has demonstrated the reality that while,
in terms of calories, the DPs had “enough” food, that food was generally deemed
by the DPs to be unsatisfactory in terms of dignity and health. Usually, the food
provided to DPs was often entirely insufficient; it was rarely kosher, especially in
the first years following liberation, and DPs had trouble cooking with or preparing
the food they received because they had never seen or used such ingredients before.
The nutrition was thus repeatedly inedible for the DPs, regardless of how plentiful
the distributed food may have appeared to Military Government officials and local
Germans. Atina Grossmann, Grams, Calories, and Food: Languages of Victimization,
Entitlement, and Human Rights in Occupied Germany, 1945-1949, in: Central
European History 44, (2011), no. 1, 118-148; Hagit Lavsky, In the Wake of Starvation:
Jewish Displaced Persons and Food in Post-Holocaust Germany, in: Anat Helman
(ed.), Jews and Their Foodways, New York 2016, 28-45.
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verging der Tag. Aber nun kamen die schlimmen Naechte, in denen man
durch nichts abgelenkt wurde von den Bildern x des Furchtbaren, das man
durchlitten, dem Anblick der Gemordeten, die man gekannt und geliebt hatte.

Uebereinstimmend sagen alle Geretteten, dass diese Naechte furchtbar
waren und das gehoert auch heute noch nicht der Vergangenheit an.

Dann kamen Wochen, in denen diesen und jenen ein leises Gefuehl der
Oede ueberfiel, ein Wunsch, nicht weiter die Zeit totzuschlagen, sondern
etwas {zu} leisten. Aber arbeiten? Arbeiten fuer die Deutschen, diese Blut-
hunde, die so Unsaegliches verbrochen hatten? Unmoeglich! Wir wollen
nichts mit ihnen zu tun haben. Wir hassen sie und moechten sie am liebsten
alle umbringen.

Diese und achnliche Aeusserungen konnte man in den ersten Wochen oft
genug hoeren und man begriff sie.

Nein; dann lieber in die polnische Heimat zurueck, die ja jetzt eine freie
Republik geworden sein sollte.

Neue, bittere Enttaecuschung! Die ,,Heimat®“ empfaengt sie mit Abneigung
und Widerwillen, zeigt ihnen, dass sie unerwuenscht sind, verleidet ihnen
den Aufenthalt, bedroht sie, wenn sie ihren frueheren Besitz wieder an sich
nehmen wollen, ja man schreckt nicht vor offener Gewalttat zurueck, sie ihres
Eigentums zu berauben. - Enttaeutscht, verbittert, mutlos kehren sie zu ihren
in Deutschland verbliebenen Kameraden zurueck.

Was soll nun werden? Gegen Ende des Jahres 1945 findet man bei
vielen ausserhalb der der DP-Lager lebenden juedischen KZlern einen tiefen
Pessimismus bei den Aelteren, der sich ausdrueckt in dem Wort: ,,Mir zajn
ain ferloren Folk.“** Die juengeren leben nichtstuerisch in den Tag hinein,
wobei die Zeit mit Kartenspiel, Rauchen, Trinken und Verkehr mit deutschen
Maedchen totgeschlagen wird, wenn man nicht gerade Handels- und Tausch-
geschaefte be |6| treibt.*®

35 It is uncertain what Pineas means when he refers to “older” survivors, given how
young most of the survivors were. On the average age of survivors, in particular those
living in the DP camps, see Patt, Finding Home and Homeland. Perhaps because of
the timing of his observations, Pineas also does not discuss the majority of survivors,
who had outlasted the war in in the Soviet Union and its Central Asian Soviet Repub-
lics rather than in concentration camps. On Jewish survival of the Holocaust in the
Soviet Union, see Edele/Fitzpatrick/Grossmann (eds.), Shelter from the Holocaust;
Adler, Survival on the Margins.

36 Pineas’ statement here is a typical but unusually frank reference to the “demoraliza-
tion” of DPs, using the word “Verkehr” with its double meaning of social as well as
sexual intercourse.
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Wie kann man gegen diesen gefaehrlichen Pessimismus angehen, wie
diesen verderblichen Muessiggang der jungen Menschen bekaempfen? Nur
dadurch, dass man ihnen neue Ziele gibt, vielmehr die alten Ziele neu belebt.
Sie alle muessen wieder oder neu lernen, dass Arbeit kein Fluch wie bei den
Nazis, sondern ein Segen ist, wenn man Arbeit fuer sich, seine Familie, sein
Volk, fuer Erez Israel leistet. Dorthin, nach Palaestina wird man die Blicke
dieser Menschen lenken muessen, um sie aus ihrer gefaehrlichen Lethargie
aufzuruetteln, in der sie zu versinken drohen, und man wird dies bald tun
muessen, damit es nicht zu spaet wird.*

Wir haben so die Anamnese erhoben, den Befund festgestellt, die Thera-
pie angegeben. Welche Prognose koennen wir stellen?

Wir befinden uns hier in der schwierigen Lage des Forschers, der ein
bisher unbekanntes Gebiet betritt und nun die Richtung des Weges ange-
ben soll. Soweit wir wissen, sind Menschen in diesem Ausmass derartigen
koerperlichen-seelischen Foltern nie ausgesetzt worden #, wie wir Juden
unter den Nazis.

Wenige haben ueberlebt, aber wir haben den sicheren Eindruck, dass
diese Wenigen, die Unmenschliches ueberstanden haben, faehig sein werden,
wenn man sie nun in menschliche Verhaeltnisse bringt, wieder etwas zu
leisten, produktiv zu sein im Aufbau ihrer eigenen Existenz, im Aufbau
ihres Landes, und damit den Frieden zurueckzugeben ihrer in langen Jahren
verwuesteten und geschaendeten Seele.

37 Pineas again diagnoses the demoralization and apathy among the DPs identified by
Jewish leaders and elites, specifying Zionism and the return to the Land of Israel as
the most effective therapy or cure. However, the role of Zionism in the everyday lives
of Jewish DPs was much more complicated, with DPs often joining Zionist organiza-
tions and youth groups for more practical reasons, such as the desire to reestablish a
sense of family, without necessarily having the ultimate goal of resettling in Palestine
or, later, Israel. Patt, Finding Home and Homeland.
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Document 9

Meyer-Ber Gutman,*® “Without Joy”

Feldafing, 1946%°

Published poem, 1 page

Language: Yiddish; translated by Lena Watson

Meyer-Ber Gutman, Farvolknte teg [Overcast Days], Bergen-Belsen 1949, 24
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Meyer-Ber Gutman (1897-?) was born in L6dz, then part of the Russian Empire,
into an affluent family. He received both a traditional Jewish and a general secular
education. Gutman later worked as an artisan, and was still living in £6dZ when the
war began in 1939. He was imprisoned in the £6dz ghetto until August 1944, when
he was deported to Auschwitz. Liberated from Auschwitz in April 1945, he resided in
Germany as a DP until 1951. While living in Germany, in addition to publishing his
book Farvolknte teg (Overcast Days), containing the poem herein, Gutman published
articles in the DP newspapers Unzer sztyme (Our Voice) in camp Bergen-Belsen
in 1946, and St. otilier bleter (St. Ottilien Pages) in 1947. In 1947 and 1948, he
served as co-editor of Tsoytn — zamlheft far literatur, kritik un geselshaftlekhe frages
(Fringes — Collection of Literature, Criticism, and Social Issues) in Bergen-Belsen. In
1951, Gutman immigrated to the United States, becoming a teacher in the Workmen’s
Circle schools in Chicago. His later life, including the date and place of his death,
remains unknown. Lewinsky, Displaced Poets., 241; Sophie Fetthauer, Musik und
Theater im DP-Camp Bergen-Belsen: Zum Kulturleben der jiidischen Displaced
Persons 1945-1950, Neumiinster, 2012, 66 f.

Sources diverge on the date of publication of Farvolknte teg; however, the digital
reproduction made available by the National Yiddish Book Center in collaboration
with the Steven Spielberg Digital Yiddish Library, as well as the physical copy of the
work held by the USHMM Archives, indicate that the work was published in Ber-
gen-Belsen in 1949, listing the publisher as Farlag “Aleyn” (Publisher “Alone”), which
was likely Gutman’s way of stating that he had self-published the work. The poem itself
was written in 1946 in DP Camp Feldafing, as indicated at the bottom of the poem.
Thomas Rahe, Die jiidische DP-Zeitung Unzer Sztyme und die Shoa, in: Anne-Katrin
Henkel/Thomas Rahe (eds.), Publizistik in Jidischen Displaced-Persons-Camps
im Nachkriegsdeutschland: Charakteristika, Medientypen und bibliothekarische
Uberlieferung, Frankfurt a. M. 2014, 75-95, here 88 1.
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Translation
Without Joy*’

What is life without joy?

It’s like a dead bride in a wedding gown,
Like a heart that’s hollow and empty,
Like an eye with no tear to shed.
Like a night without stars,

Like a woman who has no desires.
Like a wood without song,

Like an empty ear of corn,

Like a night in autumn,

Like a lost battle.

Like an eagle without wings,

Displacement and Trauma
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40 Although it is not apparent in the English translation, the poem is written in couplets
in the Yiddish original, which explains the repeated phrasing and specific word

choices.
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Like a letter with no seal,
Like a home without light,
Like a tear-stained face,
Like a man bent with age,
Like a girl with a bleak gaze.

000

It’s like a dead bride in a wedding gown,
Life without joy.

Feldafing*!
1946

Document 10

Ernst-Giinter Fontheim, “Befreite Juden”

Berlin, September 6, 1946

Newspaper article, 2 pages; includes 4 photographs (not reproduced here)
Language: German

Der Weg. Zeitschrift fiir Fragen des Judentums,** September 6, 1946 (vol. 1,
no. 7), 5f.

41

42

Feldafing was the first DP camp exclusively for Jewish DPs in the American Zone, as
well as the site of the first elected Jewish camp committee. It comprised of DPs, was
subdivided into numerous departments to deal with all issues in the camp, including
housing, sanitation, culture, legal matters, etc. Feldafing’s camp court was exceptional
as well, having initiated a program to codify the camp’s laws in 1946, which led
to a movement to standardize law for all of the She’erit Hapletah in the American
Zone. The court also played a role in investigating the perpetrators of the Kielce
pogrom, publicized information about Nazis believed to have been in the vicinity
who were responsible for the murder of Lithuanian Jews during the war, and adju-
dicated matters concerning a number of former Kapos living in the camp. Angelika
Heider, Das Lager fiir jiidische “Displaced Persons” Feldafing in der amerikanischen
Besatzungszone 1945-1951, unpublished MA thesis, University Berlin 1994; Simon
Schochet, Feldafing, Vancouver 1983; Isaac Norich, Life in the DP Camps: The Special
Role of the JDC, in: Rosensaft (ed.), Life Reborn, 43-47, here 46f.

Der Weg. Zeitschrift fiir Fragen des Judentums was a weekly published by and for the
surviving Berlin Jewish Community founded in March 1946, edited by Hans-Erich
Fabian (1902-1974) and Heinz Galinski (1912-1992). In 1947/1948 Der Weg had
a circulation of around 10,000 copies; temporarily, a separate issue in Frankfurt
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Ernst-Giinter Fontheim*?
»Befreite Juden®

Mit einer tiefen Sehnsucht haben wir Juden stindig wéhrend des Krieges auf
die Zeiten des kommenden Friedens geblickt. Im schwersten Ungliick war
der Glaube an die Erfiillung dieser Sehnsucht unser einziger Halt. An ihn
klammerten wir uns wie an einen Strohhalm. Niemand von uns hitte damals
daran gezweifelt, dafy nach dem Zusammenbruch unserer Feinde auch fiir
uns wieder Zeiten der Sicherheit und Ruhe anbrechen wiirden. Wie grof3 ist
daher unsere Trauer, wenn wir von stindig wachsenden Zahlen jidischer
Flichtlinge horen, die Haus und Hof im Stich lassen, um ihr nacktes Leben
zu retten, und die sich auf Wanderschaft begeben und somit das Lagerleben
mit all seiner Unfreiheit und seinen Einschrinkungen dem Verbleib am
Heimatort vorziehen!**

am Main was published with c. 2,500 copies. The newspaper continued after 1953
under various titles and was a predecessor of the Jiidische Allgemeine, which still
exists today. Atina Grossmann, Home and Displacement in a City of Bordercrossers:
Jews in Berlin 1945-1948, in: Leslie Morris/Jack Zipes (eds.), Unlikely History: The
Changing German-Jewish Symbiosis, 1945-2000, New York 2002, 63-100, here 75 f;
Andreas Nachama, Der Weg: Zeitschrift fiir Fragen des Judentums. Referenzquelle
fiir Jidisches Leben in Berlin nach der Befreiung, in: Anja Siegemund/Michael Wildt
(eds.), Geddchtnis aus den Quellen: Zur jiidischen Geschichte Berlins, Leipzig 2021,
150-159.

43 Ernst-Giinter Fontheim (1922-2019) was born in Berlin to an Orthodox Jewish
family. As a boy, he witnessed the burning of the Fasanenstrafle Synagogue during the
November Pogroms in 1938. After his parents and sister were arrested and deported
to Auschwitz in 1943, Fontheim went underground, hiding in plain sight on the
outskirts of Berlin as an “Aryan” German with forged papers. After his liberation by
Soviet forces, Fontheim returned to Berlin, living there for several years before he
immigrated to the United States, where he completed a PhD in physics and became
a professor at the University of Michigan. See USHMM Archives, Washington D.C.,
RG 50.030%0450, Interview with Ernest Fontheim, recorded March 12 and June 4,
1997.

44 Here, and later in the document, Fontheim refers to the several hundred thousand
repatriated Jewish refugees, mainly of Polish origin, who had fled from Nazi-occupied
Europe eastward and survived the war, often in harsh conditions, in the Central
Asian Soviet Republics and Siberia. Coming back to Poland after liberation, many
of these Jewish survivors were met with violence as they attempted to return to
their homes, especially after the Kielce pogrom in July 1946. As a result, numerous
survivors left Poland leading to a massive influx of Jewish refugees into the DP camps
in American-occupied Germany. Jews also left Romania, Hungary, and other Eastern
and East-Central European countries in smaller numbers for similar reasons. Atina
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Vor einigen Tagen nun stattete ich jenen ungliicklichen Menschen in
einem neuerrichteten Lager in Tempelhof** einen Besuch ab. Der Eingang
zum Lager wird durch eine aus Insassen gebildete Lagerpolizei bewacht,
die weifle amerikanische MP-Stahlhelme mit einem blauen Magen-David
tragt.* Uberall in den Lagerstralen begegnet man ihren Patrouillen, die fiir
Ruhe und Ordnung sorgen. Das Lager selbst ist in mehreren grofien, zusam-
menhingenden Neubaublocks untergebracht, die durch ein StrafSenkarree
abgegrenzt werden. Gleich auf den ersten Blick hat man den Eindruck einer
firchterlichen Uberfiillung. In den Straflen wimmelt es von Menschen, die
alle armlich gekleidet sind und gehetzt aussehen. Ich besuchte viele Woh-
nungen. Durchschnittlich schlafen sechs bis acht Personen in einem Zimmer
von der Grofle 4 Meter mal 5 Meter. Auch die Kiichen sind ebenso belegt.
Nur selten sah ich einen Schrank, und nie Tisch oder Stuhl. Viele unserer
Briider sind seit Monaten - einige seit Jahren — auf einer ununterbrochenen
Wanderschaft. Die Leute erzahlten mir ihre Schicksale, die haufig das in
den Schatten stellen, was wir hier erlebten. Es befinden sich dort ehemalige
KZ-Hiftlinge ebenso wie Partisanen, die einen erbitterten Kampf gegen
ihre Unterdriicker fithrten und ihren Beitrag zum Siege leisteten. Anderen
wiederum gelang es rechtzeitig, sich dem Zugriff der deutschen Armeen zu
entziehen. Ein Mann z.B. ist mit Frau und Baby wenige Stunden vor dem
Einmarsch der Deutschen aus seinem polnischen Heimatstadtchen geflohen.
Er mufdte alles zuriicklassen. Als dann der Uberfall auf RufSland begann,
ging es erneut weiter; die Umstdnde der Flucht waren grauenvoll. Die junge
Frau hielt die Strapazen bei Wind und Wetter nicht aus. Sie starb irgendwo,

Grossmann, Jewish Refugees in Soviet Central Asia, Iran, and India: Lost Memories of
Displacement, Trauma, and Rescue, in: Edele/Fitzpatrick/Grossmann (eds.), Shelter
from the Holocaust, 185-218; idem, Jews, Germans, and Allies; Adler, Survival on the
Margins, 148-211; Cichopek-Gajraj, Beyond Violence.

45 Fontheim is most likely referring to Mariendorf DP Camp, situated south of Tem-
pelhof and north of Marienfelde in the American Zone on Mariendorf’s Eisenacher
Strale. The camp housed approximately 3,250 DPs from July 1946 until 1948, when
conditions created by the Berlin Blockade made it necessary to transfer the inhabi-
tants to Frankfurt am Main. Angelika Konigseder, Das Lager fiir “Displaced Persons”
in Mariendorf, in: Matthias Heisig/Sylvia Walleczek (eds.), Tempelhofer Ansichten,
Berlin 2002, 39-57.

46 On the Jewish DP police, see Michael Berkowitz, The Crime of My Very Existence:
Nazism and the Myth of Jewish Criminality, Los Angeles, Calif., 2007, 197-219.
Berkowitz explains that the Jewish police forces in the DP communities arose as
responsible and respected institutions in which Jews could take pride, providing
communities with stability and strengthening both the morale and physical welfare
of DPs.
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und das Tochterchen folgte ihr bald nach. Als seine polnische Heimat befreit
war, kehrte er einsam und verlassen zuriick. Zu Hause fand er nichts mehr
vor. Jedes Fleckchen in seiner Geburtsstadt aber erinnerte ihn an seine Frau
und das kleine Kind, - die Haltung der Bevolkerung war alles andere als
freundlich. So entschlofi er sich erneut zur Wanderung. Vor einigen Tagen
nun traf er hier ein. Er hat keine Angehorigen, er hat keine Arbeit, keine
personliche Freiheit, er hat keine menschenwiirdige Kleidung, sein Ziel ist
in Dunkel gehiillt, die Zukunft ist trostlos. Das ist einer von 5000 in diesem
Lager, und in den iibrigen Lagern wird es nicht anders aussehen.

Auf meinem Rundgang besuchte ich auch einen Block, in dem Handwer-
ker untergebracht waren. Mit dem Schuster unterhielt ich mich. Er gehort zu
den wenigen Gliicklichen, die im Lagerdienst eine Tatigkeit gefunden haben.
Er ist somit nicht zu dem nervenzermiurbenden, tatenlosen Dahinleben seiner
Kameraden verurteilt. In den anschlieflenden zwei Raumen arbeitet ein
Friseur. Einrichtung, Material (wie z. B. Seife) usw. wird alles von der UNRRA
geliefert, die auch sonst in jeder Hinsicht die Versorgung des Lagers durch-
fihrt. Auch eine Schneiderwerkstatt gibt es, in der die diirftige Kleidung der
Lagerinsassen zusammengeflickt wird.

Im anschliefSenden Hause befindet sich die Schule. Der Schulleiter erzihlte
mir, daf} er zunéchst keinen Stuhl und keinen Tisch vorgefunden habe. Er
konnte den Betrieb nur dadurch aufnehmen, dafS er aus allen Hiusern diese
Mébel zusammentrug und sie in den Dienst der Schule stellte. Deshalb leiden
nun die Wohnungen so groflen Mangel an diesen Einrichtungsgegenstanden.
Ich horte dem Unterricht in mehreren Klassen zu. Bei dem Anblick der Kin-
der kam mir das Elend in seiner ganzen Grofle zum Bewuf3tsein. Bei fast allen
ist die Kleidung vo6llig unzuldnglich. Einige haben Joppen, die so grof3 sind,
dafl sie der Vater getrost tragen konnte. Andere wiederum scheinen schon seit
Jahren aus ihren Anziigen ausgewachsen zu sein. Alles an ihnen ist alt und
abgetragen. Sie haben schlecht erhaltenes, zum Teil zerfetztes Schuhwerk oder
besitzen tiberhaupt keine tragfihigen Schuhe. Auf den ersten Blick sieht man
es ihnen an, daf$ sie heimatlose Fliichtlinge sind — ohne eine feste hiusliche
Ordnung. Viele unter ihnen haben keine Eltern mehr. Sie befinden sich in der
Obhut élterer Geschwister oder anderer Verwandter. Der Schulleiter erzahlte
mir, dafl absolut nicht alle Kinder dieselbe Muttersprache sprechen; bei
einigen ist es Polnisch, und bei anderen wiederum Jiddisch. Der Unterricht
wird teilweise in Jiddisch abgehalten.*” Allerdings ist es das Ziel der Schule, so
schnell wie méglich Hebréisch zur alleinigen Unterrichtssprache zu erheben.

47 On the preliminary work of developing educational programs in the DP camps, see
Document 24.
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Bei den grofleren Kindern werden schon die meisten Facher in dieser Sprache
gelehrt.

In den Rdumen neben der Schule befindet sich der Kindergarten. Von der
Leiterin horte ich, daf3 bei ihr grofSer Mangel an gelernten Kriften herrsche.
Aufje dreilig Kinder entfillt nur eine Kindergértnerin. Das ist besonders hier
ein sehr erschwerender Umstand, da die meisten Kinder bisher noch nie unter
Leitung erfahrener Krifte gespielt haben. Das ihnen iibergebene Spielzeug
machen sie haufig kaputt, weil sie nicht verstehen, damit umzugehen. Genau
wie die Alteren in der Schule machen auch sie einen jammervollen Eindruck.
Sie haben bisher in ihrem jungen Leben noch nichts gesehen aufier Not, Elend
und Furcht.

Besonders der Anblick der Kinder hat mich am meisten erschiittert. Sie
leben zweifellos unter den schlechtesten Verhiltnissen aller Kinder Euro-
pas — die ehemaligen Feindstaaten mit inbegriffen. Nirgend [sic] sah ich
jenen typisch kindlichen Ausdruck der unwissenden sorglosen Unschuld. Sie
blickten alle schwermiitig [|6|] und ernst drein - so als ob sie schon alles ver-
stiinden, was um sie herum vorgeht. Wer fiihlt nicht die Tiefe dieser Tragik?
Ihre einzige Schuld besteht darin, daf8 sie Juden sind; und deshalb lautet ihr
Schicksal: Wandern. Viele von ihnen wurden auf der Flucht geboren — wer
weif8 unter welchen Umstdnden?! Zum Teil kommen ihre Eltern mit ihnen
aus Innerasien, wohin sie vor den Deutschen geflohen waren. Sie kennen kein
Heim, keine hiusliche Regelmafligkeit, kein Gliick und keinen Frieden. Das
ist ein Problem, das auch uns angeht. Die Hilfe fiir unsere jiidischen Kinder
ist unsere vornehmlichste Pflicht. Wir miissen uns klarmachen, daf} sie aus
demselben Grunde leiden, aus dem wir noch bis zum vorigen Jahre gelitten
haben.** Heute sind wir zwar frei von Verfolgungen, aber die Ereignisse der
vergangenen Zeit sind noch zu frisch in unserem Gedichtnis, als dafl wir
mit unseren Briidern nicht mitfithlten. Wir diirfen nicht vergessen, dafl das
judische Schicksal alle Juden auf der ganzen Welt — unabhangig von ihrem
Herkunftsland - zu einem grofien Bund zusammenschweif3t.

48 Fontheim is arguing that despite the fact that many of these children and their parents
had endured the war in Central Asia or had been born during the repatriation from
the Soviet Union in Poland and subsequent renewed flight from antisemitic violence
in Poland to the American Zone in Germany and Berlin, their suffering, like the
suffering of Jews under Nazi occupation, was brought about by National Socialism.
In other words, Fontheim asserts that these Jews, too, were victims of the Nazis. It is
thus a noteworthy early reference to the presence of Jews in occupied Germany who
survived the Holocaust in Central Asia.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666311574 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



180 Displacement and Trauma

Document 11

Mordkhe Shtrigler, “To You Liberated Sisters and Brothers. Postwar Problems
for the Jewish People”

Buchenwald, May 1945

Published essay, 31 pages, extract (reproduced here: 3-6)*°

Language: Yiddish; translated by Lena Watson

Mordkhe Shtrigler, Tsu aykh shvester un brider bafrayte. Nokhmilkhome-prob-
lemen fun yidishn folk [To You Liberated Sisters and Brothers. Postwar Problems
for the Jewish People], New York 1945>°
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49 This is the first section of a longer essay by Shtrigler containing nine sections with
a total of 29 pages, with a 2-page postscript he wrote in Paris in June 1945. The text
was written in Buchenwald at the end of May 1945. Subsequent sections discuss how
the surviving Jews as a people might best respond to what they experienced during
the Holocaust, focusing primarily upon Jewish youth (seemingly defined broadly).
Shtrigler highlights the importance of reviving Jewish cultural and religious life, and
the need for a Jewish existence independent from other nations, or in other words, a
Jewish state.

50 Shtrigler’s brochure was published by Arbeter-ring (The Workmen’s Circle), a non-
profit group founded in New York in 1892 by Yiddish-speaking Eastern European
Jewish immigrants to support Jewish culture as well as social and economic justice;
the organization became a national order in 1900. It was associated with the historic
Jewish labor movement and was influential in the American labor movement.
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Translation

1.
Already ... Here we are, after the nightmare - - -

The piercing eyes of the uniformed monsters stab your body and soul no
more. The last flames of the crematorium maws that devoured so greedily
the best hundreds of thousands and millions of our people are now extin-
guished ... That finger of terror pointed at you by selection will show you no
more the way to the inferno gate of a gas chamber or to a place of execution.

And for the few survivors, life in shameful slavery, humiliation and moral
degradation is also over.

And yet ... Yet it has to be shouted, shouted deep down into the soul of
every Jewish survivor: Hey, you! Youre now free! ... Lifted are the barbed
wire horrors that restrained your bodies in Majdanek®' or Auschwitz; Ber-

51 Majdanek, also known as the Lublin main camp, was the only SS-Business Admin-
istration Main Office camp other than Auschwitz to use the poison gas method in
the mass murder of Jews. Heinrich Himmler instructed SS and Police Leader Odilo
Globocnik (1904-1945) to build the camp in July 1941 with a capacity for 25,000 to
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gen-Belsen, Buchenwald, Theresienstadt,** Ravensbriick or Dachau; but you
must have in yourself your own feeling of liberation in order to get out of the
psychosis etched on every soul to the point of madness ...

We must liberate ourselves all over again!

Everyone must realize that Jewishness is not a stigma that hovers on your
forehead like a scarlet letter and which one must get rid of at the earliest
opportunity!

The truth is that the years of horror and extermination have clouded
our consciousness and made us small, self-despising and submissive. Due to
the sick circumstances of the time we have gotten used to the thought that
everything that isn’t Jewish is better or more comfortable. And we’ve learned
to dream of cheap comfort ...
|4/ And not once will it be necessary to shout into your own thoughts: Off
with this “Jewish” degradation! Off with those times when a sister of ours
counted herself fortunate to have received a smile or a touch that one of ‘themy’
had granted her ...

50,000 prisoners; the camp was key to Himmler’s plan to make Lublin the center of an
SS military-industrial complex. Lublin civilian authorities opposed the construction
of a concentration camp in their district; as an evasion tactic, the SS announced that
they were constructing a POW camp, which was officially designated Waffen-SS
POW camp Lublin. Jews comprised a majority of the prisoners in the camp until
November 1943 when many were murdered during the Operation Harvest Festival
killings. In April 1944 the camp was evacuated almost entirely, and the final evacua-
tion of the camp occurred on July 22, 1944. Elizabeth White, Art. Lublin Main Camp
[aka Majdanek], in: Megargee (ed.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos,
vol. 1, p. B, 876-879.

52 Theresienstadt ghetto, located in the town of Terezin around 70 km northwest of
Prague, was the only ghetto established by the Nazis in the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia. Starting in November 1941, the Jews of the Protectorate were concen-
trated there; the Nazis would deport the vast majority to the east. In January 1942, the
complex was officially designated the “ghetto for the aged,” or Altersghetto, and tens
of thousands of mostly elderly Reich Jews were then sent to Terezin, as well as Jewish
cultural and intellectual elites. Some Jews from Denmark, Hungary, the Netherlands,
and Slovakia were also sent there. During its existence it served various purposes,
functioning not only as a ghetto but also as a reception and transit camp. By the
time the complex was liberated in May 1945, approximately 155,000 men, women,
and children had been imprisoned there, around 35,000 of whom died in the ghetto
and another 83,000 of whom perished following their deportation to extermination
centers, ghettos, and labor camps in the east. Vojtéch Blodig/Joseph Robert White,
Art. Terezin, in: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos,
vol. 2, p. A, 177-184.
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It is with no accusations that I sit down to muse about you, my sisters!
You do not deserve the feeling of regret, taking into account the circumstances
that led to this ...

When you had to make use of such papers that pulled a thick veil over
your heart! When because of the hyper-masquerade you spat in your own
soul!*?

Shake off that nightmarish time when you were ashamed of what you
should have been proud of!

May you hold with dignity your head of black hair and may your large
Jewish eyes sparkle once again with that sad pride of a people with a five-
thousand-year-old history of “Thou shalt not kill’ culture!

It is not you who should be ashamed of having been burnt at the stake,
not you who are to blame for the curse of “And among these nations shalt
thou find no ease!”**

You yourselves plead guilty to crimes you didn’t commit when you run
away from your Jewish physiognomy. An innocent person must be able to
endure his innocence with pride! He must be able to look steadily into his
murderer’s eyes! Whoever casts his Jewishness aside at such a difficult
moment is a black sheep, an indirect libeler against his own brothers,
parents and his own people!*®

53 Here Shtrigler is making a retrospective judgment about women using false papers
(and by implication, as suggested by the reference to “a smile or a touch” by “one
of them,” their sexuality) to survive, acknowledging that these women made the
choice in order to survive, but identifying the choice as shameful nonetheless. For
more measured analyses of women’s responses to and survival strategies during the
Holocaust, see, e.g., Anna Hajkovd, Sexual Barter in Times of Genocide: Negotiating
the Sexual Economy of the Theresienstadt Ghetto, in: Signs 38 (2013), no. 3, 503-533;
Natalia Aleksiun, Gender and the Daily Lives of Jews in Hiding in Eastern Galicia,
in: Nashim 27 (2014), 38-61; Zoe Waxman, Women in the Holocaust: A Feminist
History, New York 2017.

54 Deut 28:65.

55 Shtrigler appears to be excusing Jewish women for passing as non-Jews so long as they
heed the call to return to their Jewishness with pride. For greater detail on the per-
ceptions and self-understanding of Jewish women who had survived the Holocaust in
the immediate postwar period, see, e.g., Judy Tydor Baumel-Schwartz, The Identity
of Women in the She’erit Hapletah: Personal and Gendered Identity as Determinants
in Rehabilitation, Immigration, and Resettlement, in: Ofer/ Ouzan/Baumel-Schwartz
(eds.), Holocaust Survivors, 16-45; Margarete Myers Feinstein, Jewish Women
Survivors in the Displaced Persons Camps of Occupied Germany: Transmitters of
the Past, Caretakers of the Present, Builders of the Future, in: Shofar 24 (2006), no. 4,
67-89.
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Will we not free ourselves from that inferiority complex that has taught us
to be ashamed of our Jewish appearance, our Jewish mentality and our Jewish
mother tongue?!
|5| A military force ripped off the chains that had been bound around our
hands, feet and bodies. But who will free us from the spiritual chains? Who
will free us from the psychological burden that the fascist banditry bowed our
backs with if not we ourselves?

It isn’t so easy for us, scattered in the Diaspora, to foster within ourselves
the feeling of being equal to our equals in the true, genuine sense of the
concept; the natural, simple feeling of having a language in which mothers
rocked their children to sleep, in which poets sang and generations before us
laughed and wept ...

Six years of living in Hitler’s dungeons drained us of the last drop of
understanding of a culture that pushed its way through not by the power of
government funding but by the power of a strong unbending people’s will
born in the suffocating hovels of the proletariat or in the narrow alleys of the
Jewish ghettos ... A culture that didn’t let itself erode in the thousand years of
living on the Diaspora Vesuvius. - — -

You should know: you survived! The so victorious fascism inscribed on
its filthy, blood-stained banner the traceless extermination of our people.
But history came and found the path of justice in the last minute, uttering a
courageous and resounding “No!” And you ... and we ... There are but few
of us remaining!

Let one thing be clear to us: whoever casts aside his tribe, whoever leaves
his Jewish roots continues the work of those bloody executioners! From out of
his caves and catacombs the fascist devil will then bare his large teeth, gloating
over his ultimate victory over the last remnants of his Jewish conquerors ...*°

56 This paragraph argues that Jews are commanded to continue living as Jews, as to do
otherwise is to unwittingly continue the work of the Nazis. This line of argument
bears striking similarity to Fackenheim’s 614th commandment. Jewish philosopher
and Reform rabbi Emil L. Fackenheim (1916-2003) survived the Holocaust by fleeing
to Great Britain and, after the beginning of the war, was treated by the British as
an enemy alien and sent to a remote internment camp in Canada, where he settled
after his release. Fackenheim reasoned that, in addition to the 613 commandments
that must be followed in Jewish tradition, after the Holocaust Jews should observe
a 614th commandment, to continue living as Jews, as abandoning one’s Jewish faith
and culture as a response to the Holocaust “would be to hand him [Hitler] yet other,
posthumous victories” Emil L. Fackenheim, Jewish Values in the Post-Holocaust
Future, in: Judaism 16 (1967), no. 3, 269-273, here 269.
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186 Displacement and Trauma

“... Yes,” he will rumble gleefully to himself, “in the gas chambers and
crematoriums my work was hampered at the last moment; but they carry in
themselves, in their hearts the aftereffects |6| of my extermination facilities ...
And that psychological suggestion will see to it that the last Jew disappears ...”

And for those we shall only have the same disgusted spit in the face and
the same attitude we have had and still do toward every cheap scrap thrown
to us by fascist terror and oppressor of a people!

[...]"7

Document 12

Alta Kruk to “LOS” help committee in California

Kassel, January 28, 1948

Handwritten letter, 4 pages; insertions in Hebrew

Language: Yiddish; the author used dialectal variants (e.g. “in” instead of
“un” for ‘and”), a special feature is leaving out “h” while adding “h” at other

57 Inother parts of his essay, Shtrigler argues for the reconstruction of Jewish communi-
ties, both physical and spiritual, as well as Jewish self-understanding; he emphasizes
the need for economic rehabilitation and social integration of DPs; he notes the severe
psychological trauma, the need for mourning, and the struggle to find meaning and
purpose after facing the unprecedented horrors of the Holocaust. He also calls for the
preservation of Jewish memory, for example through education.

58 The letter of Alta Kruk, about whom unfortunately no further information is avail-
able, is one of many received by Bessie Adel (1901-1999), a Polish-Jewish immigrant
living in the United States. Adel was born in the Polish shtetl of Stashov, then part of
the Russian Empire, and immigrated with one of her sisters to Canada in 1920; later
she moved to the United States. When the war began, she was living in Los Angeles
with her husband Sam Adel. Bessie remained in contact with her family in Poland,
but by the 1930s communication became sporadic, and it stopped altogether once
Germany invaded Poland. When the war ended, she discovered that she had lost her
entire immediate family, but she did manage to locate a few cousins, one of whom
was living at a DP camp in Kassel. She began sending packages of food and clothing
solicited from her many friends and the organizations in which she was active.
Through her cousin, Adel received letters from thousands of Jewish families and
individuals requesting assistance. Adel stayed in touch with and visited these families
long after they had left the DP camps, the majority having immigrated to Israel. YIVO
Archives, New York, RG 1169 (Bessie Adel Papers), box 1, folders 1 and 7.
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places which thus become hypercorrections; translated by Avinoam J. Patt and
Alexandra M. Kramen
YIVO Archives, New York, RG 1169 (Bessie Adel Papers), box 1, folder 1

972
Kassel 28. 1. 1948
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Kruk Alta.
Kassel. Jaegerkaserne [sic]
Frankfurtstrasse D.P. Camp.
Germany U.S. Zone.

Translation

With God’s help
Kassel, 28.1.1948

And you shall love the stranger, for you yourselves were strangers!®’

To the honored and important, and unknown friends of the help committee
“LOS” in California.

I, Kruk Alta, was born in “Goworowa” (Poland), a shtetl near Warsaw, and
I now find myself in a camp in Germany, “Kassel,” I sit with my four orphans,
poor things, and wait until God will help and we will be completely redeemed
from here.

In brief I will describe to you

my biography.

I was born in Goworowa Poland. My husband z”1°* the great Torah scholar®?
was also born in the same town and we lived in peace there until Hitler, may
his name be blotted out, started the last war. We were already victims of that
[first] world war but we continued to live there with our |2] six children until

”162

60 Text in parenthesis in Hebrew.

61 Reference to Deut 10:19: “And you shall love the stranger, for you yourselves were
strangers [foreigners] in Egypt”

62 Abbr. for: May his memory be a blessing.

63 Lit.: student of sages.
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the Second World War.** When the Germans occupied our city, they burned
the city together with the synagogues and Torah scrolls and we were left
without a roof over our heads. For several months we found ourselves on the
street among the burnt-out ruins, not eating, not sleeping, not living. Finally,
we decided to flee the murderous land as hundreds of Jews were shot near
us, and we too have been under the gun of the murderers many times.*> We
were caught immediately upon fleeing. They did not do anything to my old
husband and me, and they did not touch any of the small children, they only
took from me my two sons, one aged 21 years and the second 18, and to this
day I do not know what happened to them. And we made it to Russia.®® There
my husband became ill |3| both due to his sorrow over the loss of his two eldest
sons, who had completed all their years of study in the yeshivas®” of Poland,
and on the other hand from the great hunger in Russia, my husband the
righteous one z”1 passed away. I remained with my four young orphans. And

64 Goworowa and many other Jewish shtetls in Eastern Europe, including Bessie
Adel’s hometown of Stashov, became a battlefront between the Russians, Germans,
and local Gentile populations as the Russians and then the Germans occupied the
territory. In these towns, the Jewish population was often caught in the middle and
suffered accusations of espionage and violent attacks from all sides. For additional
descriptions of the violence in Goworowa and Stashov, see Aviezer Burstin/Dov
Kossovsky, Goworowa: Memorial Book, Tel Aviv 1966 [Heb.]; YIVO Archives, New
York, RG 1169 (Bessie Adel Papers), box 1, folder 7.

65 It is uncertain which “murderers” the author refers to here. Kruk may have had in
mind the massacres of Jews perpetrated by the Einsatzgruppen during the German
invasion of the Soviet Union - Bialystok, approximately 100 km from Goworowa, was
the site of mass shootings and massacres of Jews by both Einsatzgruppen detachments
and German Order Police battalions. Kruk could also be referring to violence com-
mitted by neighbors and local collaborators - Jedwabne, just 70 km to the northeast
of Goworowa, was the site of brutal massacres of Jews by their Polish neighbors after
the Germans occupied the city. On these and other massacres and mass shootings
of Jews in Eastern Europe after the German invasion of the Soviet Union, see Jan T.
Gross, Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland,
New York 2002; idem, Art. Jedwabne, in: Diner (ed.), EJHC, vol. 2, 451-456; Sandra
Bender, Art. Bialystok, in: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM Encyclopedia of Camps and
Ghettos, vol. 2, p. A, 866-871; Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police
Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland, New York 1992.

66 Many (mostly Polish) Eastern European Jews fled eastward from the advancing Ger-
mans, into the Soviet interior and Soviet Republics of Central Asia. On the variety of
Jewish experiences of survival in the Soviet Union, see Edele/Fitzpatrick/Grossmann
(eds.), Shelter from the Holocaust.

67 Religious schools for boys over the age of 13 and young men to study rabbinical texts
and the Torah.
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so, we wander from land to land [and] from city to city [and] we no longer
have the strength to face our troubles. And so, we sit in the camps of Germany.
About our life here we need not write to you, because you know it yourself. We
wake up every day and say the prayer “blessed are you [God] for returning my
soul to me” We thank the Almighty that we were privileged to remain alive
after 6 million victims. And that we, with the help of God, got up from sleep.

Therefore, dear Jews, you should see to it that the widow with the four
orphans is saved, so that we should not, God forbid, have to die on the cursed
soil, you will after all earn your place in |4| the world to come with every
small coin which you will set aside for us, you will save a widow with her four
orphans, and who could be more deserving than me? And therefore, I ask you,
and also with my children wish, (that your hands may be strengthened), that
you will be able, with God’s help, to assist us and on the merit of this with all
the good you do in this world will you find yourself in Garden of Eden among
all the righteous ones in the world to come. Amen.

We thank you in advance.

This is our address:
Kruk, Alta.
Kassel. Jaegerkaserne [sic]
Frankfurtstraf3e D.P. Camp.
Germany U.S. Zone.

Document 13

H. Lejwik (Leivick Halpern), “Our approach to the She’erit Hapletah”
Munich, August 31, 1947

Newspaper article, 1 page

Language: Yiddish in Latin letters; translated by Janina Wurbs
Ibergang,®® August 31, 1947 (no. 36), 4

68 The weekly Ibergang (Transition) was the organ of the Federacje fun yidn fun pojln in
der amerikaniszer zone (Federation of Jews from Poland in the American Zone), the
largest landsmanshaft in the American Zone, and appeared in Munich between 1945
and 1948. It was one of the few periodicals intentionally printed in Latin letters (with
Polish orthography) throughout its existence, even after Hebrew-letter typefaces
became available in the American Zone. In 1947, Ibergang reached a circulation of
15,000 copies per issue. Lewinsky, Displaced Poets, 63f. and 175f.
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H. Lejwik®
Undzer cugang cu der Szejrit-Haplejta

Zint in undzer tragiszer jidiszer geszichte iz ojfgekumen, nochn sof fun der
cwejter welt-milchome, dos kapitl ,,Szejrit-Haplejta®, iz szojn beemes a jam
mit tint ojsgenuct geworn, saj cu szrajbn wegn der’® Sz.-H. un saj cu baszrajbn
zi. A gance literatur iz szojn ojfgekumen wegn ir. Ober mitn gancn jam tint,
wos mir hobn farnuct far dem, hobn mir nit bawizn - un mir zajnen nit
bekojach - aropcuszwejnken chocz ejn sztejndl fun dem grojlikn cam, wos
di hajntike zise un tajere welt hot awekgesztelt cwiszn der Sz.-H. un cwiszn
alemen, cu wemen di Sz.-H. gehert.

Un mir ale, derhojpt di Jidn in Amerike, hern doch nit ojf cu rejdn un
cu szrajbn, az der gojrl fun der Sz.-H. iz undzer gojrl, az ir wej iz undzer wej;
fundestwegn herszt noch alc cwiszn undz a blondszenisz, an umzicherkajt, a
min tapn in der fincternisz, wen nor mir rirn zich cu cu dem pajnlechn kapitl.
Es kumt ojs, az mir rejdn noch alc wi wegn a jidiszn szejwet, wos iz farworfn
geworn ergec ojf der lewone. Wen mir nemen trachtn wegn di nojtn fun der
Sz.-H., wegn ire problemen, wegn der tragik fun ire jechidim un wegn ir
gancer kolektiwer retung, wendn mir on cu ir gor an ander cugang, wi mir
woltn ongewendet cu zich alejn, wen mir woltn zich gefunen in aza lage.

Firn mir pilpulim: Wi zol zajn undzer cugang cu der Sz.-H. - ci zol
undzer cugang zajn a romantiszer, ci a poetiszer, ci gor a sztrejng realistiszer,
wi a sztajger der cugang fun dr. Pinson, wegn welchn Sz. Niger cit undzer
ojfmerksamzamkajt in an artikl fun“Tog“?

Ober wos ken undz helfn undzer szakle-wetarje un wuhin ken es firn?
Beser gezogt: wos kenen undzere szakles-wetarjes, helfn bepojel mamesz ir,
der Sz.-H. alejn? Dos iz noch majn mejnung dos wichtikste.

69 H. Lejwik, also spelled Leyvik or Leivick (1888-1962), was the pen name of Leivick
Halpern, a prominent Yiddish poet and playwright, as well as an editor and journalist.
Born in a small shtetl near Minsk, Lejwik became active in the Bund at a young age
around the Russian Revolution of 1905. In 1906, he was arrested for Bundist activity
and sentenced to exile and hard labor in Siberia. After three years of his four-year
sentence, Lejwik escaped prison and made his way to the United States, arriving in
1913. He settled in New York where he wrote prolifically, becoming a central figure
in Yiddish poetry. He remained active until becoming ill in 1958, several years before
his death. Dan Miron, Art. Di Yunge, in: Diner (ed.), EJTHC, vol. 2, 285-290. For other
examples of Lejwik’s work, see H. Lejwik, Der goylem [The Golem], New York 1921;
idem, Di khasene in Fernvald. Dramatishe poeme in elf stsenes [The Wedding in
Fohrenwald. Dramatic Poem in Eleven Scenes], New York 1949.

70 She’erit Hapletah is both used in the singular and in the plural form in this document.
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Az mir weln cugejn cu der Sz.-H. mit dem same realistiszn cugang; az
mir’n zich szojn gut funandergriblen in ale ire charakter-sztrichn, afilu in ire
tunklste un fincterste nejgungen un nisjojnes (zej zajnen do in a hipszer mos);
az mir’n zej szojn afilu derkenen, lomir zogn, mit der klorster un nichterster
derkentnisz, biz cu farklenern in zich afilu di hispajlesn far ir (wos dos wolt
demonstrirt nor undzer ejgene farlojrnkajt), wos wolt zej, der Sz.-H. alejn,
arojsgekumen derfun?

Jo, azoj darf men, ducht zich mir, szteln di frage: wos wet zi gewinen
derfun?

Ale undzere cugangen hobn nit kejn mamoszes, ojb zi, di Sz.-H., kon nit
geholfn wern durch zej chocz moralisz abisl.

Un am wincikstn konen zej geholfn wern fun undzer objektiwn palmesn
zi fun undzer farlang, oftmol cu nemen zi un iberkern zi mit ir naketer
neszome ceefnt ojf ale efenungen.

Shobn efszer a recht ojf dem di, wos kumen arojs fun ir gufe; di wos
zajnen alejn gewen in gehenems un alejn durchgemacht nit nor di alijes, nor
ojch di jerides. Zej — jo. Zej hobn a recht ojf der sznajdikster naketkajt. Ober
nit mir - nit di, wos zajnen gekumen cu ir nochdem - wer ojf a lejngerer cajt
un wer ojf a durchfor, wer in a mundir un wer on a mundir. Undzer cugang
cu der Sz.-H. in di lagern ken zajn nor an ejn ejnciker: Zi tor dortn nit
zajn! Ale undzere andere ejces, argumentn un batrachtungen hobn nit kejn
barechtikung. Alc, wos es tut zich in a lager, ale ejnzamkajtn fun di menczn,
ale zejere cnerwezitetn, ale krumkajtn, ale afilu patologisze sztrichn, wos
wajzn zich dort oftmol, darfn gezen wern durch der ejnejnciker monung: Zej
torn dortn nit zajn!

Der doziker cugang wert farganct, muz wern farganct, mit der ejnejnciker
frage: Wuhin wiln zej gejn fun di lagern? — Der entfer iz klor un poszet: A
gewise tejl wil gejn umetum (a chuc Dajczland) wuhin nor men wet im lozn;
der grester tejl wil gejn nor kajn E.-].!

Wi batracht di Sz.-H. dilecte brejre — cu blajbn in Dajczland, ojb men wet
zi in ergec nit lozn gejn? — Zi batracht di dozike brejre far dem grestn umglik,
far der grester katastrofe — greser noch wi Treblinke, wi Majdanek ...

In’m licht fun aza min psichiszer szpanung darfn gezen wern ale iber-
lebungen, ale nejgungen fun der Sz.-H. In dem dozikn licht darf gezen wern
ojch ir moral un ir wiln cu hemszech. Undzer cugang cu ir darf zajn, un ken
nit zajn kejn anderer, wi er wolt gewen, wen mir alejn woltn zich gefunen
ojf ir ort — in a lager. Zi iz nit ojf der lewone, zi iz nit kejn umfarsztendleche
machne - zi iz undzer same folk.

Wen a mencz zict in a turme, hinter grates, torn zajne frajnt nit mestn
zajne iberlebungen un zajn bejnkszaft noch der frajhajt mit der mos fun
zejer dejnken. Zej darfn ojfnemen zajne iberlebungen azoj, wi zej alejn woltn
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gewen hinter di grates. Wen zej woltn gewen hinter die grates, woltn zej gefilt,
az alc, alc, alc drejt zich in dem arestans neszome arum dem ejnejncikn aks:
bejnkszaft noch frajhajt, bejnkszaft arojscugejn un gejn ahin, wu im dacht
zich, az es wart ojf im ru un nechome. S’iz nit recht cu kumen cu an arestant
un, sztejendik ojf der zajt grate, farnemen zich merer mit psichologisze
baobachtungen un mit gebn im politisz-gezelszaftleche ejces, ejder mit zajn
hojpt-bejnkszaft: arojsgejn fun turme un kumen cu zajne noentste, wos wartn
ojf im.

Ejnejnciker cugang iz do cu der Sz.-H.: arojsnemen zi fun di lagern.
Aweknemen zi fun Dajczland leojlom woed, lozn ir gejn ahin, fun wanen es
sztrekn zich cu ir briderleche korbn-grejte hent. In bestn fal ahin, wuhin zi
alejn bagert, oder ahin, wu s’iz ofn a grenec.

Wauhin zol zi gejn?

Hot emicer gezen, az di grojse welt meluches zoln zich rajsn culib der
Sz.-H.? Az zej zoln zi rufn un zi zol nit weln gejn?

Hot emicer gezen, az Amerike zol zich ajnsznajdn di poles culib dem? Az
Amerike zol nit cunojfkweczn ire hains szlos cu szlos un tojer cu tojer?

Hot emicer efszer gehert az Sowjet-Rusland zol farwarfn a wort fun
ajnladung cu der Sz.-H. un zol zej rufn cu zich - chocz kajn Biro Bidszan?

Hot emicer efszer gehert, az di amerikaner Jidn zoln arojsgebn grupes
jungelajt, wos zoln zich aweklozn besejter in di lagern un nemen machnes
plejtim un brejngen zej ojf szifn kajn Amerike?

Hot emicer efszer gehert, az fun di sowjetisze Jidn un fun di sowjetisz-
jidisze szrajbers zol chocz kumen ejner cu der Sz.-H. in di lagern un zogn ir
chocz a szolem-alejcem [sic]? Ich rejd szojn nit fun nemen Jidn fun di lagern
un firn zej cu zich ojf jeszuje un hacole ...

Di ejncike wos es hobn es geton, zajnen gewen di Jidn fun E.-J.

Kon noch den zajn a frage wegn dem wos mir darfn fun di ale faktn
oplernen?

Kon noch den zajn a wikujach wegn dem, wi azoj mir zoln ojfasn dos
gemit un di moral fun der Sz.-H.: wi azoj mir zoln cugejn cu ir nerwozitet,
cu ir farcwejflung, cu ir sztejn ojfn rand fun cuzamenbruch, wen zi zet, az ir
aktiwste un barechtikste hofenung — Erec-Jisroel — wert farcojgn mit a langer
fincternisz?

Ken noch den zajn a wikujach wegn dem?

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666311574 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



194 Displacement and Trauma

Translation

H. Lejwik
Our Approach to the She’erit Hapletah

Ever since the chapter entitled “She’erit Hapletah” occurred in our tragic
Jewish history following the end of the Second World War, truly a sea of ink
has been used up both to write about the She’erit Hapletah and to describe
them. A whole body of literature has sprung up about them.”* And yet with all
that sea of ink which has been used up for that purpose, we have failed to, and
are unable to, wash away one single little stone from the terrible wall that the
present-day sweet and lovely world has put up between the She’erit Hapletah
and the others to whom the She’erit Hapletah belong.

And we all, particularly the Jews in America, do not cease to speak or to
write that the fate of the She’erit Hapletah is our fate, and their pain is our pain;
and yet we still find ourselves in the grip of straying, uncertainty, a kind of
groping in the dark as soon as we touch upon the painful chapter.”” It seems
as if we're still talking about a far-flung Jewish tribe somewhere on the moon.
When we start thinking about the adversities of the She’erit Hapletah, their
problems, the tragedies of individuals and their whole collective deliverance,
we apply to them an entirely different approach than the one we would apply
to ourselves if we found ourselves in the same situation.

So we're splitting hairs: What should our approach to the She’erit Hapletah
be? Should it be romantic, poetic or perhaps strictly realistic, like, for instance,
that of Dr. Pinson,” to whom Sh. Niger”* draws our attention in his article in
“Der tog”?

71 The “body of literature” includes the majority of the works featured in this volume,
among many others.

72 Here Lejwik brings attention to the frequency of discussions about the Holocaust
and its survivors, yet it would be decades before mainstream scholarship reflected
that reality. Instead, a “myth of silence” developed, along the premise that survivors
as well as Jews abroad avoided discussion of the Holocaust until the Eichmann trial
in 1961, the first globally televised documentation of the genocide perpetrated
against European Jewry. Scholarship in the last two decades has debunked this long
standing myth, forcefully demonstrating through the documents of Jewish survivors
themselves, that the reality was quite the opposite. Hasia R. Diner, We Remember
with Reverence and Love: American Jews and the Myth of Silence after the Holocaust,
1945-1962, New York 2009.

73 Koppel S. Pinson (1904-1961) was an American educator and historian specializing
in German and Jewish history. Born in Postawy, Lithuania (then part of the Russian
Empire), Pinson immigrated to Philadelphia with his family in 1907. He completed
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But how can our deliberations help us and where can they take us? Or
better put, how can our deliberations actually help them, the She’erit Hapletah
themselves? In my opinion, this is what matters most.

When we’ve approached the She’erit Hapletah from the most realistic
angle; when we’ve scrutinized in depth all their character traits, even their
darkest and most sinister inclinations and temptations (they are present to
a considerable degree);”> when we've even comprehended, let’s say, with a
knowledge of the utmost clarity and sobriety, even to the point of diminishing
in ourselves the admiration for them (which would only demonstrate how lost
we are), how would they, the She’erit Hapletah themselves, benefit from it?

Yes, this is how, it seems to me, the question should be phrased: what will
the She’erit Hapletah get out of it? All our approaches have no substance if
they can’t help the She’erit Hapletah by at least lending some moral support.

And what can help them the least is our objective post-mortem on them
and our demand often to take them and turn them inside out, baring their
souls’ every recess.

Perhaps it is the right of those who are part of them and who directly were
in infernos and went through both rises and falls. They are entitled. They have
a right to this most acute nakedness. But not we, not those who came to them
after the fact: some, for a while, and some, only in passing, some, in uniform
and some, without it.

his graduate studies in New York, and was on the faculty of Queens College of
the City University of New York from 1937 until his death. In 1945, Pinson was
appointed as the JDC’s Director of Education and Culture for Jewish Displaced
Persons in Germany and Austria and spent the next year working with and on behalf
of Jewish DPs in various DP camps in the American Zone (see Document 24). Laura
Almagor, Koppel S. Pinson: Scholar, Refugee Worker, Jew, in: Laura Almagor/Haakon
Ikonomou/Gunvor Simonsen (eds.), Global Biographies: Lived History as Method,
Manchester 2022, 185-203.

74 Shmuel Niger was the pen name of Shmuel Charney (1883-1955), a prominent
Yiddish literary critic and historian born in Minsk. Before immigrating to New York
in 1919, Niger lived in Vilna, where he served as editor of the literary journal Di
yidishe velt (The Jewish World), which is considered the most influential Yiddish
journal of its type to emerge in Eastern Europe before the First World War. In New
York, he continued to contribute to numerous periodicals and newspapers, including
Der tog (The Day) and the Jewish Daily Forward.

75 Lejwik ironically calls attention to the difference and damaged condition of the
survivors while arguing for the need to identify with the survivors as fellow Jews,
using terms such as “alien” and “far-flung Jewish tribe on the moon” to describe how
the rest of the Jewish world perceives the survivors. For an example of an early study
on the psychological state of DPs, see Documents 7 and 8.
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Our approach to the She’erit Hapletah in the camps can be one and one
only: they mustn’t be there! All our other advice, arguments and consider-
ations have no justification. Everything that is going on in a camp, all the
instances of the people’s loneliness, nervousness, contortedness, even all
the pathological traits that often manifest themselves there, should be seen
through the sole demand: they mustn’t be there!

This approach is completed, must be completed, by the sole question:
where will they go from the camps? The answer is clear and simple: some want
to go wherever (except Germany) they’re allowed to, and the majority wants
to go only to the Land of Israel!

How do the She’erit Hapletah see their last choice - to stay in Germany - if
they’re not allowed to go anywhere? They see this choice as the greatest disas-
ter, the greatest catastrophe, greater even than Treblinka’® and Majdanek ...

It is in the light of such psychological suspense that all the experiences
and inclinations of the She’erit Hapletah should be seen. It is in this light that
also their morale and the will to go on should be seen. Our approach to them
should be and cannot be any other than what it would be if we ourselves had
been in their place, in the camps. They are not on the moon, they are not some
unfathomable crowd; they are our own people.

When a man is in prison, behind bars, his friends must not measure his
experiences and his longing for freedom against their own thinking. They
must accept his experiences as if they themselves were behind bars. If they
were behind bars, they would feel that in the prisoner’s soul everything,
absolutely everything without exception, was revolving around the same axis:
longing for freedom, longing to get out and go to the place where he believes
ease and consolation awaits him. It is not right to come to a prisoner and,
standing on this side of the bars, attend more to psychological observations
and giving him sociopolitical advice than to his chief longing: to get out of
prison and go to his near and dear who are waiting for him. There’s only one
approach to the She’erit Hapletah: to take them out of the camps. To take them
out of Germany for ever and ever and let them go wherever brotherly hands,

76 Treblinka was the third extermination center built in the General Government and
went into operation on July 23, 1942. The five months that followed its opening
were the deadliest in the history of the Holocaust, as the Warsaw ghetto and ghettos
across District Radom were liquidated and the inhabitants deported to their deaths
in Treblinka. Just days before the opening of Treblinka, Heinrich Himmler had set a
deadline of December 31, 1942, for the complete elimination of Jews from the General
Government. Christopher Browning, Introduction, in: Dean/Hecker (eds.), USHMM
Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, vol. 2, p. A, xxvii-xxxix, here xxxv-xxxvii;
Yitzhak Arad, The Operation Reinhard Death Camps: Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka,
rev. and exp. ed., Bloomington, Ind., 2018.
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ready for victims, are reaching out for them. Best of all, where they themselves
wish to go, or where there’s an open border.

Where should they go?

Has anyone seen great world powers crave for the She’erit Hapletah, the
former inviting the latter, and the latter refusing to go?

Has anyone seen America going to any trouble because of that? America
not locking and bolting all their doors?

Has anyone perhaps heard of Soviet Russia dropping a word of invi-
tation to the She’erit Hapletah and asking them to come over - at least to
Birobidzhan?”

Has anyone heard perhaps of American Jews dispatching groups of young
people so that they could secretly go to the camps, take refugees in numbers
and bring them on ships to America?

Has anyone perhaps heard of at least one of all the Soviet Jews and of all
the Soviet-Jewish writers visiting the She’erit Hapletah in the camps and say-
ing to them as much as a “How do you do?” I'm not even talking about getting
the Jews out of the camps and taking them home to safety and security ...

The only people who have done that have been the Jews of the Land of
Israel.”®

Can there still be a question about what we need to learn from all these
facts?

77 Birobidzhan, in the Far Eastern reaches of the Soviet Union on the border with China,
was designated by the Soviet Union as the Jewish homeland in 1928 and a Jewish
autonomous region in 1934. Yiddish was the official language in the territory. The
Soviet government established the territory as part of a broader policy of investing
in the cultural and national development of its numerous ethnic minorities. Despite
Soviet leaders’ efforts to encourage Soviet Jews to relocate to Birobidzhan, it failed to
become a center of Jewish life. Though there was a brief period of increased migration
to the territory in the immediate postwar era, the Jewish population of Birobidzhan
steadily decreased between the 1950s and the 1980s, and there was a major surge of
emigration from 1989 through 1991. David Shneer, Art. Birobidzhan, in: Hundert
(ed.), YIVO Encyclopedia, vol. 1, 187-189.

78 Lejwik argues here that, at the end of the day, only the Zionists have a practical
solution to DP statelessness. Recent scholarship demonstrates that for Jewish DPs,
Zionism was a multifaceted and functional ideology, not merely an instrumental
ideology with the sole purpose of creating the State of Israel. Zionism played a variety
of therapeutic, redemptive, and productive roles in the lives of DPs, satisfying an array
of needs that other political, governmental, and humanitarian organizations failed or
refused to address. A solution to DP statelessness through permanent resettlement
was one of many such needs. Patt, Finding Home and Homeland.
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Can there still be a dispute about how we should perceive the frame of
mind and morale of the She’erit Hapletah; how we should approach their ner-
vousness, their despair, their standing on the verge of breakdown when they
see their most active and justified hope, the Land of Israel, being obscured by
a long darkness?

Can there still be an argument about it?

Document 14

Miriam Warburg, “Children and Youth Aliyah”
London, February 12, 1946

Typewritten report, 2 pages; extract’

Language: English

JDC Archives, NewYork, NY AR 194554/4/32/6/328

CHILDREN AND YOUTH ALIYAH

{Germany

Foehrenwald}

Woburn House,
Upper Woburn Place,
London, W. C. 1.

February 12, 1946.
Below we reprint the fourth and last of the
series of reports from Mrs. M. Warburg.*

79 Not included here are Warburg’s accounts from December 17, 18, and 20, which
discuss the disappointment of DPs who were unable to attend the execution of those
convicted in the Dachau main trial (held between November 15 and December 13,
1945, in which the leadership of the Dachau main camp were prosecuted), inadequate
food and living conditions of the kibbutzim in which many children from the camp
were then living, and the expressed desire of nearly all of the children in the camp to
immigrate to Palestine.

80 Miriam Warburg (née Goldberg; 1895-1976) was born in the German state of Hesse.
Before the Second World War, she immigrated to London, where she became active
in Youth Aliyah. There she met and married Dr. Gustav Otto Warburg (1900-1970),
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December 9, 1945. Last week a boy of 14 died in the hospital here in Foeh-
renwald. He died through his own fault. He had his appendicitis removed [sic]
and was naturally to remain without substantial food for some days after
the operation. Instead, he ate and ate and ate from the first day onwards.
His friends from the Kibbutz brought him meat, sweets, drinks etc. He was
warned time and again to abstain from eating, but he would not listen. All
these people have one creed only: eating as much as you want makes you
healthy and happy; not to eat makes you ill and desperate. (It is terribly
difficult to fight against this axiom, which has its origin in the years of life in
concentration camps.) So, the boy died under terrible pains some day after
the operation has been successfully concluded. He died on a Friday and was
to be buried on Sunday. On Saturday night all the Kibbutzim were to celebrate
a festival. When the Palestinian Madrich told them that this festival must,
under the circumstances, be cancelled, they were extremely surprised: “Why,
because one of us died? But what does one dead boy mean? We have «se>en
so many, many dying!”

On Sunday, when the boy was taken to his grave by a large crowd of
mourners, each Kibbutz marching in close formation, carrying its special flag
with a black veil fastened onto it, I did not see one single person crying. Yet
the scene was deeply touching. All those hundreds of young boys and girls
and some little children walking slowly through the snow-covered camp, with
the snow falling down slowly and covering everything brilliantly white. Later
on, we discussed whether we should try to change this strange attitude of the
young people towards life and death — or whether life might not be easier to
bear for them, if they kept it up.

a member of the prominent Jewish-German-American Warburg family. She was
serving as general secretary of Youth Aliyah when she was dispatched as a welfare
officer to DP Camp Fohrenwald by the British-Jewish charitable organization JCRA
to work on behalf of that organization’s American counterpart, the JDC, in the sum-
mer of 1945. On September 23, after touring numerous camps in occupied Germany,
she and fellow JCRA officer Yehoshua “Shea” Abramowicz (1920-2013) arrived to
Fohrenwald, tasked with caring for unaccompanied and orphaned Jewish children
and establishing a children’s center at Féhrenwald, as well as ensuring educational
opportunities for those under their care. Warburg spearheaded the transformation
of the nearby Hochland camp complex, a former Hitler youth site, into a haven for
Fohrenwald’s Jewish youth housing numerous kibbutzim as well as agricultural
and vocational training programs and workshops. From late 1946 to March 1948
the Haganah used the site to train personell and recruts. Patt, Finding Home and
Homeland, 137f; Jim G. Tobias, “Sie sind Biirger Israels” Die geheime Rekrutierung
judischer Soldaten auflerhalb von Paléstina/Israel 1946-1948, Niirnberg 2007, chaps.
3 and 4; see also Document 31.
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December 12, 1945. The number of people with nervous breakdowns
and mental disorders is increasing at an alarming rate.® A few days ago they
brought a boy of 18 to the Hospital who, upon learning that his parents (whom
he had thought killed) were alive in Poland, had a terrible nervous breakdown.
He had fits, was only semi-conscious and beat around. He, like many others
before him, had to be sent to a German mental hospital in Munich, as he could
not be calmed down. The idea that we are sending just those people who have
mentally suffered so much at the hands of the Germans, to a German hospital
where they are treated by German doctors and attended by German nurses,
is very disturbing, I discussed this problem with the very sensible doctor®* of
the Central Committee for Jews in Bavaria.** He may succeed in fixing up one
special Pavilion in a German hospital for Jewish mental cases from the camps
only, under Jewish supervision. The greatest difficulty seems to be to secure
a Jewish psychiatrist for this important task. There are non available here.

The matter is very urgent because we are all fully aware of the fact that
we stand at the threshold of this wave of outbreaks of mental disorders.
After the climax which followed the liberation, the newly-won freedom, the
expectation of finding ones’ relatives, of going to Palestine immediately etc.
etc. — the anti-climax was bound to follow with all its terrible consequences.

We have quite a number of delinquent children too, and a plan was placed
before me to-day to set up an “approved home” for them. I rejected the idea
immediately. This is not the way to deal with these unfortunate children.
Why should just they be honest in surroundings where everybody, right
from the very top, is dishonest. We have to wait with their re-education and
rehabilitation until they |2| are in Palestine.

81 Becky Althoff (1909/1911-1997) was a psychiatric consultant with the JDC overseas
staff and spent a year in Germany working with children living in Féhrenwald.
She found that the characteristic adolescent boy showed symptoms of personality
disturbance, night terrors, depression and moodiness, feelings of loneliness and
isolation, lack of response to others, secretiveness, and suspicions. The characteristic
adolescent girl, Althoff observed, suffered from somatic illnesses including headaches
and head pressure, weak heart, painful menstrual periods, and insomnia; appeared
moody, tearful, insecure, slow in learning, fearful, tense, and suffering from near
total loss of affect. Becky Althoff, Observations on the Psychology of Children in a
D.P. Camp, in: Families in Society. The Journal of Contemporary Social Services 29
(1948), no. 1, 17-22, esp. 19-20. On Althoft’s work in the DP camps, see Daniel
Heller, Mental Health in the Shadow of the Holocaust: Psychological Interventions
in Jewish Displaced Persons Camps, in: Journal of Contemporary History 59 (2023),
no. 2, 1-21. On the psychological condition of DPs, see also Documents 7 and 8.

82 Most likely Dr. Zalman Grinberg (see Document 3).

83 Central Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria.
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Earl G. Harrison, Report

London, August 1945

Typewritten report, 15 pages; handwritten notes in the margins by unknown
author giving short summaries of several paragraphs (not reproduced here);
kink in the middle of the page; typewritten pagination starting on page 2; stamp
of the archive on each page

Language: English

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Abilene, Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
Pre-Presidential Papers, box 116, Truman, Harry S. (4), NAID #12007695
[In part I of his report, Harrison provides an overview of the conditions
in DP camps, describing severe overcrowding, lack of basic necessities, and
insufficient medical care, which left residents in deplorable conditions similar
to those in the concentration camps they had endured. He also emphasizes the
psychological impact on DPs, who suffered from profound trauma and uncer-
tainty about their future. Part II focuses on the administration of the camps,
criticizing the Allied military authorities for their inadequate response and
bureaucratic inefficiencies. Harrison highlights the lack of specialized personnel
and resources dedicated to addressing the unique needs of Holocaust survivors,
calling for improved leadership and coordination. The following part examines
the specific plight of Jewish DPs, noting that they faced additional hardships due
to persistent antisemitism and were often treated with indifference. Harrison
recommends prioritizing aid and resettlement efforts for Jewish DPs. Part IV
discusses the broader implications for international policy, advocating for more
robust and compassionate refugee programs with the help of international
organizations. The final part offers concrete recommendations, including the
immediate improvement of camp conditions, expedited immigration processes,
and increased support for resettlement initiatives, particularly to Palestine.]

1  On September 30, 1945, The New York Times published the report in full length;
additionally, the JDC published it as a special issue under the title The Plight of the
Displaced Jews in Europe. A Report to President Truman, Released by The White
House. Reprints also appeared in: United States Department of State (ed.), The Axis
in Defeat: A Collection of Documents on American Policy Toward Germany and
Japan, Washington, D.C., 1945, 86-99; Paul R. Bartrup/Michael Dickerman (eds.),
The Holocaust: An Encyclopedia and Document Collection, vol. 4: Documents on
the Holocaust, Santa Barbara, Calif./Denver, Col., 2017, 1356-1363.
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REPORT OF
EARL G. HARRISON?

Mission to Europe to inquire into the conditions and needs of those among
the displaced persons in the liberated countries of Western Europe and in the
SHAEF’ area of Germany — with particular reference to the Jewish refugees —
who may possibly be stateless or non-repatriable.

London, England

The President,
The White House,
Washington.

My dear Mr. President:

Pursuant to your letter of June 22, 1945, I have the honor to present to you
a partial report upon my recent mission to Europe to inquire into (1) the
conditions under which displaced persons and particularly those who may
be stateless or non-repatriable are at present living, especially in Germany
and Austria, (2) the needs of such persons, (3) how those needs are being
met at present by the military authorities, the governments of residence

2 Earl G. Harrison (1899-1955), born in Philadelphia, was a distinguished American
lawyer and public servant, known for his contributions to civil rights and refugee
affairs. He pursued his education at the University of Pennsylvania, earning his law
degree in 1923. Harrison became a partner at the law firm of Schnader, Harrison,
Segal & Lewis in Philadelphia in 1932. During the Second World War, he was the
U.S. Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization and from 1944 on he served
as U.S. representative on the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees created
following the Evian Conference in 1938. Harrison was Dean of the University of
Pennsylvania Law School from 1945 to 1948. In 1945, at the behest of President
Truman, he conducted an investigation into the treatment of DPs in postwar Europe.
Following Harrison’s report, American authorities worked to ameliorate conditions
for Jewish DPs, moving them to separate camps and agreeing to the appointment of
an adviser on Jewish affairs. See introd., chap. 2.

3 SHAEE or Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Forces, was the main office
of the commander of Allied forces in Western Europe from late 1943 until the end of
the war. U.S. General Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) served as Supreme Allied
Commander of SHAEF from its inception until its dissolution on July 14, 1945. It
was replaced by U.S. Forces, European Theater (USFET), which was reorganized as
European Command (EUCOM) on March 15, 1947.
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and international and private relief bodies, and (4) the views of the possibly
non-repatriable persons as to their future destinations.

My instructions were to give particular attention to the problems, needs
and views of the Jewish refugees among the displaced people, especially in
Germany and Austria. The report, particularly this partial report, accordingly
deals in the main with that group.

On numerous occasions appreciation was expressed by the victims of
Nazi persecution for the interest of the United States Government in them.
As my report shows they are in need of attention and help. Up to this point
they have been “liberated” more in a military sense than actually. For reasons
explained in the report, their particular problems, to this time, have not been
given attention to any appreciable extent; consequently they feel that they,
who were in so many ways the first and worst victims of Nazism, are being
neglected by their liberators.

Upon my request, the Department of State authorized Dr. Joseph J.
Schwartz* to join me in the mission. Dr. Schwartz, European Director of the
American Joint Distribution Committee, was granted a leave of absence from
that organization for the purpose of accompanying me. His long and varied
experience in refugee problems as well as his familiarity with the Continent
and the people made Dr. Schwartz a most valuable associate; this report
represents our joint views, conclusions and recommendations.

During various portions of the trip I had, also, the assistance of
Mr. Patrick M. Malin,® Vice Director of the Intergovernmental Committee on

4 Joseph J. Schwartz (1899-1975) was an ordained rabbi born in the United States.
After joining the JDC, he was sent to Paris to serve as European deputy director. He
was appointed Director of European Operations in 1940 after the Germans occupied
France. He directed many rescue and aid operations, supervising the emigration of
Jews who were still able to get visas to Western countries, and allotting funds for
rescue activities throughout occupied Europe, where JDC workers rescued and hid
many Jews. His commitment to rescue and relief efforts transcended all other duties
and obligations; for instance, Schwartz supported armed Jewish resistance despite
the American JDC’s opposition to it and endorsed illegal immigration to Palestine in
1940 and 1941. After liberation, Schwartz sent JDC workers to help run the DP camps
in Germany, dispatched teams to assist Jews in Eastern Europe, and aided refugees
attempting to go to Palestine. Schwartz continued working for Jewish organizations
until his retirement in 1970.

5 Patrick M. Malin (1903-1964) was born in Joplin, Missouri. Though a son of a
banker who expected him to take over the family business, after graduating from
business school he took a job as private secretary to International YMCA director
Sherwood Eddy (1871-1963). In 1930 he took up a position as Economics professor
at Swarthmore College, where he remained for twenty years before accepting the
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Refugees® and Mr. Herbert Katzski [sic]” of the War Refugee Board.® These
gentlemen, likewise, have had considerable experience in refugee matters.
Their assistance and cooperation were most helpful in the course of the
survey.

position of American Civil Liberties Union executive director. However, during the
war he worked for the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees.

6  The Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees was organized in London in August
1938 as a result of the Evian Conference of July 1938, which had been called by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945) to consider the problem of racial,
religious, and political refugees from Central Europe. The organization was dissolved
in 1947, when its activities were taken over by the IRO, a special agency of the United
Nations. Tommie Sjoberg, The Powers and the Persecuted: The Refugee Problem and
the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 1938-1947, Lund 1991.

7 Herbert Katzki (1907-1997) worked with the JDC for 43 years. During the Second
World War, he collaborated with the War Refugee Board, helping to organize the
movement of Jewish refugees from German-occupied territories to Palestine, ship
food and medicine from Geneva to Jews behind German lines, and organize the
escape of Jewish refugees in occupied France to Spain. After the war, Katzki partici-
pated in JDC programs in North Africa, the Middle East, Scandinavia, and Western
Europe, ultimately becoming Associate Executive Vice President of the organization.
Even after his retirement in 1979, Katzki continued to volunteer for the JDC.

8 The War Refugee Board (WRB) was an American executive agency established in
January 1944 by President Roosevelt to aid civilian victims of the Axis powers. The
agency was created as a result of the frustration of a group of young Treasury Depart-
ment lawyers, including John Pehle (1909-1999), Ansel Luxford (1911-1971), and
Josiah E. DuBois, Jr. (1912-1983), with State Department delays relating to a license
for relief funds to help Jews escape Romania and France. DuBois specifically found
evidence that the State Department had actively attempted to suppress information
about the murder of European Jewry from reaching the United States. DuBois then
drafted what would become the “Report to the Secretary on the Acquiescence of
this Government to the Murder of the Jews,” written to convince Treasury Secretary
Henry Morgenthau, Jr. (1891-1967) to go to President Roosevelt with their com-
plaints, which Morgenthau did on January 16, 1944; the WRB was created shortly
thereafter via executive order. The board is credited with rescuing the lives of tens of
thousands of Jews from Nazi-occupied Europe with the help of Jewish organizations,
resistance groups in Europe, and diplomats from neutral countries such as Swedish
diplomat Raoul Wallenberg (1912 — most likely 1947). The WRB was the only major
effort taken by the United States government to save the lives of Jews during the
Holocaust. Rebecca Erbelding, Rescue Board. The Untold Story of America’s Efforts
to Save the Jews of Europe, New York 2018.
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I
GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

Conditions

(1) Generally speaking, three months after V-E Day’ and even longer after
the liberation of individual groups, many Jewish displaced persons and other
possibly non-repatriables are living under guard behind barbed-wire fences,
in camps of several descriptions (built by the Germans for slave-laborers and
Jews), including some of the most notorious of the concentration camps,
amidst crowded, frequently unsanitary and generally grim conditions, in
complete idleness, with no opportunity, except surreptitiously, to communi-
cate with the outside world, waiting, hoping for some word of encouragement
and action in their behalf.

|2|  (2) While there has been marked improvement in the health of survivors
of the Nazi starvation and persecution program, there are many pathetic
malnutrition cases both among the hospitalized and in the general population
of the camps. The death rate has been high since liberation, as was to be
expected. One Army Chaplain, a Rabbi,'* personally attended, since liberation
23,000 burials (90 percent Jews) at Bergen Belsen alone, one of the largest
and most vicious of the concentration camps, where, incidentally, despite
persistent reports to the contrary, fourteen thousand displaced persons are
still living, including over seven thousand Jews. At many of the camps and
centers, including those where serious starvation cases are, there is a marked
and serious lack of needed medical supplies.

(3) Although some Camp Commandants have managed, in spite of the
many obvious difficulties, to find clothing of one kind or another for their
charges, many of the Jewish displaced persons, late in July, had no clothing
other than their concentration camp garb - a rather hideous striped pajama

9 Victory in Europe Day is the day the war against Nazi Germany in Europe came to
an end and the German armed forces agreed to an unconditional surrender.

10 Most likely Leslie Henry Hardman (1913-2008), an Orthodox rabbi, Senior Jewish
Chaplain to the British Forces, and the first Jewish British Army chaplain to enter
Bergen-Belsen. Upon encountering the survivors, Hardman made it a priority to
comfort the survivors and treat both survivors and the dead with dignity. In addition
to supervising the burial of over 20,000 victims, he also attempted to persuade army
bulldozer operators not to push the bodies of the dead into a pit, in an attempt to
return to the victims at least a small part of the dignity robbed from them in life. After
his return to London, Hardman served as rabbi of Hendon United Synagogue until
1982.
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effect — while others, to their chagrin, were obliged to wear German S.S. uni-
forms. It is questionable which clothing they hate the more.

(4) With a few notable exceptions, nothing in the way of a program of
activity or organized effort toward rehabilitation has been inaugurated and
the internees, for they are literally such, have little to do except to dwell upon
their plight, the uncertainty of their future and, what is more unfortunate,
to draw comparisons between their treatment “under the Germans” and
“in liberation.” Beyond knowing that they are no longer in danger of the gas
chambers, torture, and other forms of violent death, they see — and there is -
little change. The morale of those who are either stateless or who do not wish
to return to their countries of nationality is very low. They have witnessed
great activity and efficiency in returning people to their homes but they hear
or see nothing in the way of plans for them and consequently they wonder and
frequently ask what “liberation” means. This situation is considerably accen-
tuated where, as in so many cases, they are able to look from their crowded
and bare quarters and see the German civilian population, particularly in the
rural areas, to all appearances living normal lives in their own homes.

(5) The most absorbing worry of these Nazi and war victims concerns
relatives — wives, husbands, parents, children. Most of them have been
separated for three, four or five years and they cannot understand why the
liberators should not have undertaken immediately the organized effort to
re-unite [sic] family groups. Most of the very little which has been done in
this direction has been informal action by the displaced persons themselves
with the aid of devoted Army Chaplains, frequently Rabbis, and the American
Joint Distribution Committee. Broadcasts of names and locations by the
Psychological Warfare Division at Luxembourg'" have been helpful, although
the lack of receiving sets has handicapped the effectiveness of the program.
Even where, as has been happening, information has been received as to
relatives living in other camps in Germany, it depends on the personal attitude
and disposition of the Camp Commandant whether permission can be
obtained or assistance received to follow up on the information. Some Camp
Commandants are quite rigid in this particular, while others lend every effort
to join family groups.

11 The Psychological Warfare Division of SHAEF (SHAEF/PWD) was a joint Anglo-
American organization established during the Second World War to conduct tactical
psychological warfare against German troops and then in recently liberated countries
in Northwest Europe during and after D-Day. The division used radio and leaflet
propaganda to undermine German soldiers’ morale; the PWD took over Radio Lux-
embourg as a means of doing so.
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(6) It is difficult to evaluate the food situation fairly because one must be
mindful of the fact that quite generally food is scarce and is likely to be more
so during the winter ahead. On the other hand, in presenting the factual
situation, one must raise the question as to how much longer many of these
people, particularly those who have over such a long period felt persecution
and near starvation, can survive on a diet composed principally of bread and
coffee, irrespective of the caloric content. In many camps, the 2,000 calories
included 1,250 calories of a black, wet and extremely unappetizing bread. I
received the distinct impression and considerable substantiating information
that large numbers of the German population - again principally in the
rural areas — have a more varied and palatable diet than is the case with the
displaced persons.'? The Camp Commandants put in their requisitions with
the German burgeomister'* and many seemed to accept whatever he turned
over as being the best that was available.
|3 (7) Many of the buildings in which displaced persons are housed are
clearly unfit for winter use and everywhere there is great concern about the
million displaced persons will be in Germany and Austria when winter sets
in. The outlook in many areas so far as shelter, food and fuel are concerned
is anything but bright.

II
NEEDS OF THE JEWS

While it is impossible to state accurately the number of Jews now in that part
of Germany not under Russian occupation, all indications point to the fact
that the number is small, with one hundred thousand probably the top figure;
some informed persons contend the number is considerably smaller.* The
principal nationality groups are Poles, Hungarians, Rumanians, Germans and
Austrians.

The first and plainest need of these people is a recognition of their actual
status and by this I mean their status as Jews. Most of them have spent years in
the worst of the concentration camps. In many cases, although the full extent
is not yet known, they are the sole survivors of their families, and many have

12 On the food supplies distributed to the DPs see Document 8, n. 34.

13 Harrison here misspells Biirgermeister, the German term for mayor.

14 The report and Harrison’s tour of the camps preceded the massive influx of Eastern
European Jewish refugees, primarily from Poland, who were fleeing the antisemitism,
violence, and pogroms they faced when they attempted to return home and reclaim
their property. Grossmann, Jews, Germans, and Allies; Cichopek-Gajraj, Beyond
Violence.
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been through the agony of witnessing the destruction of their loved ones.
Understandably, therefore, their present condition, physical and mental, is far
worse than that of other groups.

While SHAEF (now Combined Displaced Persons Executive) policy
directives have recognized formerly persecuted persons, including enemy
and ex-enemy nationals, as one of the special categories of displaced persons,
the general practice thus far has been to follow only nationality lines. While
admittedly it is not normally desirable to set aside particular racial or religious
groups from their nationality categories, the plain truth is that this was done
for so long by the Nazis that a group has been created which has special
needs. Jews as Jews (not as members of their nationality groups) have been
more severely victimized than the non-Jewish members of the same or other
nationalities.

When they are now considered only as members of nationality groups,
the result is that special attention cannot be given to their admittedly greater
needs because, it is contended, doing so would constitute preferential treat-
ment and lead to trouble with the non-Jewish portion of the particular
nationality group.

Thus there is a distinctly unrealistic approach to the problem. Refusal to
recognize the Jews as such has the effect, in this situation, of closing one’s eyes
to their former and more barbaric persecution, which has already made them
a separate group with greater needs.

Their second great need can be presented only by discussing what I found
to be their

WISHES AS TO FUTURE DESTINATION

(1) For reasons that are obvious and need not be labored, most Jews want to
leave Germany and Austria as soon as possible. That is their first and great
expressed wish and while this report necessarily deals with other needs pres-
ent in the situation, many of the people themselves fear other suggestions or
plans for their benefit because of the possibility that attention might thereby
be diverted from the all-important matter of evacuation from Germany.