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Preface

In most publications, a commentary on the Second Letter of Peter is intended to be
part of various commentaries on other general (Catholic) epistles (most often on
the Letter of Jude and the First Letter of Peter). Proclaiming the Coming of the Lord
is a commentary devoted exclusively to the Second Letter of Peter in an attempt to
restore autonomy to this text.

While other authors comment on the text in a linear manner, focusing primarily
on the ethical aspects of the letter, and warnings against false teachers, this structural
commentary aims to accentuate the main theological thought and enable the reader
to draw conclusions therefrom. Due to this solution, the author of the letter can be
seen as a theologian concentrated on eschatological issues, the sources of which are
to be found in the prophetic texts and narratives taken from the Jewish tradition.
To interpret these texts and narratives, the author proposes a particular method,
named in this commentary as eschatological hermeneutics. Eschatology, rather
than ethics or parenesis, is thus brought to the fore by the author, who seeks to
answer the question of why God seems to delay the execution of judgements, and
why the waiting for the parousia is prolonged.

The exposition of theological and hermeneutical issues with numerous intertex-
tual references and their analyses, has considerably expanded the volume of the
commentary on the Second Letter of Peter. Therefore, the authors and publishers
decided to divide the English version into two volumes. The division was dictated
by the very structure of the letter, in which two parts are clearly noticeable. The
first part comprises chapters 1-2, and the second is a comment on chapter 3.

Chapter 3 of the Second Letter of Peter forms, as it were, a separate part of the
study, since it begins with a transition (2 Pet 3:1) which contains a reference to
another letter: “I am writing you this second letter”. This formula suggests that an
earlier letter was written and sent. Its identification, however, is rather difficult. It
has sometimes been pointed out that it is 2 Pet 1:1-21 that should be considered
the first letter of the sender, while 2 Pet 3 is the second letter. However, if 2 Peter is a
coherent text, then three writings can be identified as the first letter: (a) the canonical
First Letter of Peter; (b) the canonical Letter of Jude; (¢) a lost letter unknown to
contemporary New Testament readers, but well-known to the recipients of 2 Peter.

Regardless of the hypothesis adopted, 2 Pet 1-2 and 2 Pet 3 clearly differ in terms
of their theme. In chapter 3, the author of the letter focuses on the proper inter-
pretation of eschatological prophetic and apostolic teaching using an appropriate
hermeneutics based on texts taken from Jewish tradition and construed as predic-
tions and typologies of eschatological events. Therefore, volume 2 of this study is
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entitled Eschatological Hermeneutics. In explaining its principles, the author of the
letter drew on the creation narrative, which Jewish apocalypticism read inversely.
Thus, the eschatological hermeneutics was rooted in the prophetic tradition. The
emphasis on the creative and destructive power of God’s word and God’s sovereign
will for the creation of the world and, by analogy, for its destruction and the sub-
sequent emergence of “a new heavens and a new earth’, is a development of the
letter’s fundamental theological theme - the certainty of judgement.

The eschatological hermeneutics is an element, and even a condition, for the
correct interpretation of texts in which eschatological content is implicit, or which
were never considered primarily as doctrine about the end times. The division
of this commentary into two parts allows the reader of the English version to
take a closer look at the hermeneutical principle. It should be recalled here that
in the structure of the entire letter the content of the eschatological teaching is
marked as element D, while its interpretation is marked as element E. Eschatological
scepticism, a result of a failure to see the eschatological potential of the text, was the
main theme of volume one. Volume two shows, with the support of an appropriate
interpretative key, how this eschatological potential can be extracted even from
non-eschatological texts and interpreted in such a way as to prove that judgement
is bound to come and that the alleged delay in the fulfilment of eschatological
predictions is due to God’s patience, mercy and salvific will. Thus, the readers are
given an answer to the seeming delays of the judgement and the prolonged waiting
for the parousia. In addition, the author of the letter includes a piece of advice on
how to fill this waiting time.

Introduction — Transition (2 Pet 3:1)
D,. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:2):
- Sources of doctrine: prophetic transmission, teaching of Jesus, apostolic
transmission.
E,. Interpretation of prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:3-4):
a. False interpretation (2 Pet 3:3-4):
I. Waiting for God’s promises to be fulfilled according to
human will; attempting to influence God’s sovereign will re-
garding the fulfilment of the promises.
Ds. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:5-7):
- Creation of the world by God’s word and its destruction by the same word
through the Flood as a prediction of the events of the end times.
E;. Interpretation of prophetic and apostolic teaching
(2 Pet 3:8-10a):
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B. Interpretation proper (2 Pet 3:8-10a):
i. The clarity of eschatological predictions resulting from the
interpretation modelled on Dj (2 Pet 3:8a);
ii. God’s sovereign will regarding the coming of
judgment - a perspective of divine chronometry
(2 Pet 3:8b-9a);
iii. God’s sovereign salvific will as the rea-
son for the alleged postponement of the
fulfilment of eschatological predictions
(2 Pet 3:9b);
ii> God’s sovereign will regarding the coming of judg-
ment — the day of the Lord like a thief (2 Pet 3:10a).
D,. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:10b-11a):
- An account of the annihilation — a summary of the prophetic narratives.
Es. Interpretation of the prophetic and apostolic teaching
(2 Pet 3:11b-15a):
B. Interpretation proper - soteriology (2 Pet 3:11b-15a):
iii> A call to holiness in anticipation of the
coming of the day of the Lord.
Ds. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:15b-16b):
- Sources of eschatological teaching — Paul’s letters
Es. Interpretation of apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:16¢-17):
a. False interpretation (2 Pet 3:16¢-17):
I. Characterisation of eschatological sceptics as unlearned
interpreters of Paul’s letters and other inspired writings.
C’. Synthesis of faith and knowledge (2 Pet 3:18a).
Doxology (2 Pet 3:18b).

The juxtaposition of central elements deriving from the structure of Volume 1,
Eschatological Scepticism, and Volume 2, Eschatological Hermeneutics, makes it
possible to point out the basic theological message of the entire the Second Letter
of Peter: judgement is bound to come (II - 2 Pet 2:3b—4, cf. Volume 1); its post-
ponement is due to God’s salvific will, His patience and mercy (iii — 2 Pet 3:9b); the
proper attitude towards the predictions of judgment present from the beginning in
the inspired narratives and towards God’s patience and mercy is repentance and
sanctification (iii’ — 2 Pet 3:11b-15a).

In order to facilitate the reader’s handling of the commentary, at the beginning
of Volume 2 the authors and editors decided to repeat the most important elements
of the Introduction: an analysis of the structure of the letter and the structural
interpretation of the text. Volume 1 contains other introductory issues, such as
textual witnesses, canonicity, lexis, authorship, Peter’s authority, and information
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not only on Peter’s milieu, but also on Peter’s discourse in contemporary biblical
studies, which allows the reader to understand the similarities and differences
between 1 and 2 Peter, connections with the Letter of Jude, literary genre, sources,
and recipients. In order to capture a comprehensive picture of the Second Letter of
Peter, the authors and publishers recommend reading both volumes together.
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2. Structural commentary (continuation of vol. 1)

2.7 Transition (2Pet3:1)

'Beloved, I am writing to you a second letter in which, by way of a reminder, I am
reawakening/stirring up/arousing your pure/uncontaminated/wholesome/sincere think-

ing/reasoning/mind."

After presenting examples of correct and false interpretations of the scriptures,
which result in true or false teaching and ultimately lead either to salvation in
eschatological times and the eternal kingdom or to destruction and a terrible end,
the narrator decides to recall once again the purpose of the letter. This decision may
stem from the realisation that amidst the typological examples, and especially after
the suggestive portrayal of the conduct and fate of the false teachers, the readers
may have forgotten the core message of the text. By using transition, the narrator
thus seeks to refocus the attention of the recipients and to remind them of the true
prophetic and apostolic teaching on the parousia and final judgment. Therefore,
some of the themes touched upon in chapter 2 (e. g. the typology of the Flood -
3:6 and destruction by fire — 3:7) will be finally clarified. Moreover, the thesis of
2:3b will also be explicitly proven: “the judgment/sentence is not idle, and their
destruction is not slumbering”, with an explanation of why the contrary seem true
(3:8-9). Furthermore — with reference to exordium - the narrator will encourage
piety and a holy lifestyle (3:11), so that the coming Lord will find the faithful without
blemish and without spot (3:14).

In fact, the narrator prepared the readers for a conclusion from verse 2:19 on-
wards, through the accumulation of exordial themes related primarily to the devel-
opment of baptismal gifts, living a godly life and escaping corruption (1:3-11). In
this verse he returns to the theme initiated in 1:12-13 with the phrase Sieyeipewv
VUG €v Vropvroel reminiscent of Steyeipw €v vmopvroeL. This lexical similarity
seems not coincidental. For it indicates not only the transitive character of verse 3:1,
but also its function as an aphodos (&d080¢), that is a return to the main theme after
a rather lengthy digression on the behaviour and motivations of the false teachers

1 The authors wish to offer their own translation of the Second Letter of Peter, so all quotations from
2 Peter follow their proposal. The other biblical texts are quoted after the USCCB translation: https://
bible.usccb.org/bible [accessed: 3.01.2024]. All the quotations are taken from cited sources; if texts
are only available in the Polish language, the translator offers her own translation proposal.
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(2:9b-22).2 Thus, on the one hand, 3:1 summarises what has already been said; on
the other hand, it focuses attention on the most important message of the letter,
which in the last part will be edited in a similar convention as before, with a structure
comparable to that used in chapter 2. The main theme remains the prophetic and
apostolic teaching about the parousia and the judgement, which can be interpreted
falsely or truthfully with all its consequences. Whereas 2 Pet 1:16-2:22 mainly in-
cluded examples and warnings of false interpretation, 2 Pet 3:2—-17d emphasises
examples and encouragement of true interpretation, pointing the way to the eternal
kingdom of Jesus Christ.

The purpose of the letter, which is to continually remind present and future
generations of Christians of the doctrine concerning the second coming of Jesus,
his eschatological judgement and power over the world, was first set out in the final
part of exordium - 2 Pet 1:12-22. This teaching, which includes both practical and
theoretical aspects, is based on a Christological and eschatological reinterpretation
of the prophetic teaching as well as on the testimony of the apostles. As Craig A.
Blaising noted, there must have been a vivid image in the early Christian tradition
of the apostle Peter making a Christological reinterpretation of the words of the
prophets. It was used, for example, by the author of the Acts when he reconstructed
Peter’s speech delivered on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:17-36) and the apostle’s
speech to the Jews (Acts 3:12-26), both based on quoting Old Testament texts that
refer to the person of Jesus.* This image is also evoked by the author of 2 Peter in
1:12-21 and in 3:1-2.

The transition in 2 Pet 3:1 is emphasised by the use of the addressative form
ayamntoi ‘loved ones, perhaps taken from the Letter of Jude.® Earlier, although the
narrator addressed the recipients directly in the second-person plural, such phrases
were not used. In the conclusion of the letter the narrator seems to make up for this
scarcity, so that vocativus &yanntot appears three more times here (2 Pet 3:8.14.17).°
On the one hand, this may indicate a certain stylistic difference between 1:1-21
(or even 1:1-2:22) and 3:1-18, a different relationship to the recipients, and thus
provide one argument for the stylistic complexity and inconsistency of 2 Peter.” On

2 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, Grand Rapids 2012, p. 203; ].N.D. Kelly, A Commentary
on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, Black’s New Testament Commentaries, London 1982, p. 352;
R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter (Word Biblical Commentary 50), Waco 1983, p. 282; D.]. Harrington,
Jude and 2 Peter, Collegeville 2003, p. 284.

3 See Introduction (vol. 1).

4 C.A. Blaising, The Day of the Lord Will Come: An Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-18, “Bibliotheca Sacra” 169
(2012), no. 676, p. 388.

5 JN.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 354.

6 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 947.

7 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:1.
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the other hand, the use of dyamnntol as an apostrophe may be a rhetorical device,
captatio benevolentiae, that element of the epilogue which, as Aristotle notes in the
Rhetoric (1419b), is intended, among other things, “to dispose the hearer favorably
[...] to excite the emotions of the hearer”® Moreover, a persuasive purpose is also
evident here; by introducing the addressatives, the narrator wants to highlight three
things. Firstly, how meaningless it is to calculate the exact date of the parousia (3:8).
Secondly, how important it is to actively await the parousia, which ensures that the
Lord will find his believers “unblemished and without spot” (3:14). Thirdly, it is an
encouragement to be strengthened in true faith (3:17). Michael Green also draws
attention to the appeal to do something or their semantic equivalents.” In 2 Pet 3:1
it would be an appeal to recall words (“Beloved, that you may recall the words”), in
3:8, an encouragement to learn something (“This one thing let not escape you/Be
not ignorant of this one thing, beloved”), in 3:14 a call to action (“beloved, be
diligent/strive earnestly”), in 3:17 a call to vigilance (“beloved, beware”).

The term ayamnzot ‘beloved’ is used by family members to show confidentiality
and the emotional bonds with siblings (e. g. Tb 10:13) and parents'® (cf. also the
declarative formulas in Matt 3:17, 17:5, Mark 1:11, 9:7, Luke 3:22). From the familial
language the phrase was borrowed by Christianity. It began to be used when a
preacher/apostle addressed an audience and gave doctrinal or moral instruction.!!
In this way, it was emphasised that the Christian community is organised on the
model of the family, whose head is God the Father (Eph 5:1), and everyone who
does God’s will is brother and sister in it (Mark 3:34-35) and should give each
other brotherly love (cf. 2 Pet 1:7).!? This model of relationship is also evident in
early Christian epistolography. The sender of I Clem. repeatedly addresses the
recipients as “brethren” (e. g. I Clem. 4.7, 13:1, 14:1, 33:1, 37:1, 41:1.4) or “beloved”
(I Clem. 7:1, 12:8, 21:11, 24:1, 35:1.5, 36:1, 47:6, 51:1.5, 53:1, 56:2.16) or “dearly
beloved” (16:17). Similarly, the narrator of 2 Clem. prefers the term “brethren’, and
— less frequently - the author of the Epistle of Barnabas, who confesses: “For, my
brethren, the habitation of our heart is a holy temple to the Lord” (Barn. 6:15).

Gene L. Green further argues that the recipients of 2 Peter felt appreciated be-
cause the use of this familial phrase dyamnntoi meant they were considered part of
the family, as opposed to the heretics. This, however, seems far-fetched, for nowhere

8 Aristotle, Rhetoric, http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3 Atext%3A1999.01.
0060%3Abekker+page%3D1419b [accessed: 3.01.2024].
9 M. Green, The Second Letter General of Peter and the General Letter of Jude, Grand Rapids 1987,
p. 268.
10 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 947.
11 Rom 12:19, 1 Cor 10:14, 15:58, 2 Cor 7:1, 12:19, Phil 2:12, 4:1, Heb 6:9, Jas 1:16.19, 2:5, 1 Pet 2:11,
4:12,1 John 2.7, 3:2.21, 4:1.7.11, Jude 3.17.20; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 947.
12 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:7.
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does the narrator advocate the disciplinary exclusion of heretics from the com-
munity. Moreover, in 2:1 the narrator announced that the heretics would be active
“among you’, and thus their activity will be an intra-community activity (cf. Jude 4,
where false teachers from outside the community make their way into the local
church).”® On the other hand, the narrator speaks/writes to the community from
the position of an older, more experienced brother (cf. 2 Pet 1:10) who lovingly
and caringly instructs his siblings,'* and reminds the brothers and sisters of the
importance of those elements of Christian doctrine and life which the false teachers
question and will continue to do question in the future, ever more intensely and
aggressively.

The transition in verse 3:1 takes on the function of an aphodos, which on the one
hand allows one to return to an interrupted thread, and on the other may signal a
summary.' Indeed, the narrator refers back to what has been communicated to the
audience earlier, namely faith, knowledge (1:1-2) and baptismal theology (1:3-11),
and returns to the doctrine of the parousia interrupted by a commentary on the
relationship between guilt and punishment with a description of the behaviour of
false teachers. This return takes the form of a very synthetic recapitulation.

By using the reminder formula in 3:1 as an element of the aphodos, the narrator
of 2 Peter comes close to those New Testament and early Christian writers who
often placed hypomnemic formulas in the middle or towards the end of the letter
(Rom 11:25, 1 Cor 8:1, 10:1, 12:1, 1 Thess 4:13, 1 Clem. 53:1). It may be noted that
these Christian reminders refer, on the one hand, to the doctrine and/or Scripture
and, on the other - analogous to Greek literature - to moral instruction.'® In 2 Peter
the narrator combines these functions. Reaffirming the recipients ¢v vmopvrioeL by
reminding them of properly interpreted prophetic and apostolic teaching about
the parousia is closely related to moral requirements.

2 Pet 3:1 begins with the mention that this very letter is a second letter addressed
to the same recipients. This mention is introduced by the phrase tavtv 1j6e Sgvté-
pav ypadw émotoAnv “I am writing to you a second letter”. Various variants of the
formula o0tog i8¢ 8eutepog (or elements of it) can be found when enumerating
(e. g. Gen 27:36), but also when marking the recurrence or permanence of an event
(e.g. Matt 15:32, 17:12, Mark 8:2, John 9:27, 21:14.16)."7 Often this involves the

13 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, A Structural Commentary on the So-Called Antilegomena, vol. 2: The
Letter of Jude: Expecting Mercy (Eastern and Central European Voices 3.2), Gottingen 2021, p. 98-99
(We will continue to use the shortened title: Expecting Mercy).

14 Ibid., p. 89.

15 J.L. White, The Form and Function of Greek Letter: A Study of Letter-Body in the Non-literary Papyri
and in Paul the Apostle, Missoula 1972, p. 42-43.

16 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:12.

17 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 948-949.
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confirmation by the second - 8e0tepog — element (event) of the existence of the
preceding element (event)'® (e.g. Matt 26:42, John 4:54, 9:24, Acts 7:13, 10:15,
2 Cor 13:2, Titus 3:10, Heb 8:7, 9:28). In 2 Peter, this formula not only confirms the
fact of writing and sending of an earlier letter, but above all authenticates the content
of both writings. On the one hand, the issues raised in the first letter remain binding
and normative for the recipients and are therefore recalled. On the other hand, the
problems mentioned in the second letter are legitimised and gain importance as a
reminder of what had already been written and sanctioned as apostolic teaching.
G.L. Green! points out that the narrator of 2 Peter refers to the first letter as he
refers to other authoritative texts — the prophets, the Scriptures or Paul’s letters —
which may provide some guidance in identifying this writing.

The identification of the letter referred to by the narrator of 2 Peter in 3:1 is the
subject of much controversy and debate.?’ Four main hypotheses are usually given.
The letter referred to is: (a) the canonical Letter of Jude; (b) 2 Pet 1:1-21; (c) the
canonical First Letter of Peter; (d) a text that is lost today but known to the original
audience.

The first hypothesis is based on the similarity between 2 Peter and the Letter of
Jude.?! One of the leading promoters of this view, John A.T. Robinson, argues that
the affinity between 2 Peter and Jude is much closer than between the First and
Second Letters of Peter. They can be seen both in lexis, style, motifs and in relation
to similar (perhaps even the same) external circumstances, i. e. the threat of heresy.
The weakest point in this hypothesis is the attribution of the two letters to a single
author, especially since both senders introduce themselves and give their names in
the prescripts. Robinson attempts to resolve this in the following way: the author
of the Letter of Jude (according to Robinson, it is Jude himself, brother of James)
wrote both a letter signed with his name and a pseudonymous letter in which he
appears as a representative of the apostle Peter, i. e. the Second Letter of Peter. In
2 Peter he introduces himself as Simeon (Zupewv), such as Peter was called in the
milieu of Jude and his brother James (Acts 15:14).22 2 Peter would then be this
letter that the narrator of Jude mentioned in verse 3a?*: “although I was making
every effort to write to you about our common salvation”. The hagiographer (Jude)
temporarily postponed his intention to write a letter about “our common salvation”
and, due to external circumstances, take up another subject - a call “to contend for

18 Ibid., p. 949.

19 Ibid.

20 See Introduction (vol. 1).

21 J.A.T. Robinson, Redating the New Testament, London 1976, p. 195.
22 See Introduction (vol. 1) and analysis of prescript to 2 Pet 1:1.

23 J.A.T. Robinson, Redating the New Testament, p. 195.
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the faith that was once for all handed down to the holy ones”?* After writing a letter
encouraging the struggle for the faith, he returned to his original plans and indeed
wrote a text “about our common salvation’, i. e. 2 Peter. In 2 Pet 3:1, he mentioned
his first letter, i. e. Jude.

Criticising this theory, Richard Bauckham notes that the author of 2 Peter did not
use Jude in the way the author of both texts would.?> As could be seen, the material
used in Jude is subjected by the narrator of 2 Peter to numerous transformations
and additions. Of course, it cannot be ruled out that these are modifications made
by the author. However, it would be difficult to explain them if both texts were
sent to the same audience. If, on the other hand, the author of Jude adapted the
material to the competence of the recipients, then the thesis that both texts were
intended for the same audience cannot be sustained.?® Additionally, the question
of the pseudonymous character of 2 Peter, or even of the two letters, 2 Peter and
Jude. If the same literary convention was used in both texts - introducing oneself
and speaking on behalf of Jude in one letter and on behalf of Peter in the other -
then audiences would, in line with this convention, attribute the two letters to two
different authors. Revealing the narrator of 2 Peter as the author of Jude would
undermine the credibility of both letters in the eyes of the recipients.

The second hypothesis refers to the complexity and a certain stylistic inconsis-
tency of the letter. As early as in the seventeenth century, H. Grotius formulated the
thesis that 2 Pet 3:1-17 was originally a separate letter. In the nineteenth century,
other researchers established that 2 Pet 2 would be a later interpolation dependent
on Jude, which led to the conclusion that 2 Pet 1:1-21 was the First Letter of Peter.?’
In the 1960s, Martin McNamara revised this thesis and further elaborated on it.?®
He pointed out that 2 Pet 1:15 (omov8dow 8¢ kai ékdotote £xelv VUGG UETA TV
gunv €€o8ov TV TovTWVY uvipnv notelobat “I will be diligent/strive earnestly that
you may always and after my departure remind one another of these [things]/have
remembrance of these to keep”) can be read as a kind of foreshadowing of the second
letter that was to begin precisely in 2 Pet 3:1. This fragment was originally a separate
letter, announced by uvijun “reminder”? There is also no denying that 2 Pet 3:1 is
reminiscent of epistolary exordial formulas in which previous correspondence is
recalled. “More than once I have written to you to come and introduce me so that I

24 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 89-90, 92.

25 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 285.

26 See Introduction (vol. 1).

27 M. McNamara, The Unity of Second Peter: A Reconsideration, “Scripture” 12 (1960), p. 14.

28 Ibid., p. 13-19; see also Introduction (vol. 1).

29 M. McNamara, The Unity of Second Peter, p. 18-19; McNamara argues that there could have been
more such reminders; they would have addressed various, not only eschatological, aspects of the
apostolic teaching.
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may get out of my present idleness”, wrote Polycrates, a canal builder in Egypt, to
his father in the third century BC.*® “According to what you have written to me, we
have prepared for the arrival of Chrysippus”, reported Ameneus to an official in
Faiyum.?! This can be supported by the different attitude to the recipients: more
detached in 1:1-21 and more familiar, with the repeated apostrophe ayamnntot, in
3:1-17.

The weakness of this hypothesis lies in that it ignores the rhetorical devices*? and
the structure of the letter, which is foreshadowed in 2 Pet 1:16-21 and consistently
applied in chapters 2 and 3 of the letter: the narrator first refers to the teaching
of the prophets and apostles and then to the true or false interpretation of that
teaching, which entails eschatological and soteriological implications. Furthermore,
as we have already seen, exordium is also reflected and developed in 2 Pet 2, not
only in 2 Pet 3. This hypothesis fails to take into account the narrator’s predilection
to expand exordium (1:3-15), which may also translate into the expansion of the
epilogue (3:1-18), and the intertextual references and even dialogue with the Letter
of Jude that is noticeable in both the second and third chapters.

The third hypothesis has been accepted by most supporters.>* The letter referred
to by the narrator in 3:1 would be the canonical First Letter of Peter. This hypothesis
is based on the thematic affinity between 1 and 2 Peter. To prove it, it is pointed out
that 2 Pet 3:2 - the exhortation to remember “the words spoken earlier by the holy
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Saviour [given by] your apostles”
— evokes the themes of 1 Peter. This would imply that the themes of 1 Peter focus on
the prophecies (1 Pet 1:10-12) and on the eschatological parousia-related reinterpre-
tation of their teaching and the perception of the parousia as one of the motivations
for leading a particularly moral and virtuous life (1 Pet 1:13-17, 4:3-5.7.17, 5:4).
Both hagiographers even use the same term - avaotpodr — when describing this
life. Moreover, the prophets are perceived as inspired persons, communicating God’s
word (1 Pet 1:10-12 and 2 Pet 1:19-21).3* Duane F. Watson, Terrance Callan® note
that the prescriptive salutatory formulas are identical in 1 Pet 1:2 and 2 Pet 1:2;
in both one can find the optative mood that is rare in the NT - xdptg vputv kat

30 Ktopoty mtodego Polikratesa, Polish transl. J. Schnayder, [in:] List antyczny, p. 5.

31 Przed przyjazdem namiestnika prowincji, Polish transl. J. Schnayder, [in:] List antyczny, p. 15.

32 J.L. White, The Form and Function, p. 42-43; D.E. Watson, Invention, Arrangement, and Style: Rhetor-
ical Criticism of Jude and 2 Peter (SBL Dissertation Series 104), Atlanta 1988, p. 141-142; G.L. Green,
Jude and 2 Peter, p. 943; P.H. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 569-570.

33 Ibid., p. 570; FE Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra (Nowy Komentarz Biblijny NT 18),
Czestochowa 2018, p. 308.

34 ].E Hultin, The Literary Relationships among 1 Peter, 2 Peter and Jude, [in:] Reading 1-2 Peter and
Jude. A Resource for Students, ed. E.F. Mason, T.W. Martin, Atlanta 2014, p. 42; the author emphasises
that these are the only NT passages where the nature of inspiration is reflected upon.

35 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 201.
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elprivn mAnBuveein “grace to you and peace be multiplied”. Although expanded
with additional, different expressions, they are intended to make the recipients
sensitive to further lexical and motivic parallels between Peter’s letters. Among the
most significant parallels intended to testify to the affinity between 1 and 2 Peter
are first and foremost the words and phrases that rarely appear in other NT books
or are even counted among Peter’s hapax legomena: the noun apety ‘virtue’ in 1
Pet 2:9 and 2 Pet 1:3.5; the verb yopnyéw ‘to supply, ‘to provide, ‘to add;, ‘to furnish’
in 1 Pet 4:11 and énopnyéw (also ‘to supply, ‘to provide, ‘to add; ‘to furnish’) in
2 Pet 1:5.11; the verb émontedw ‘to perceive, ‘to notice’ in 1 Pet 2:12, 3:2 and the
noun énénng ‘eyewitness’ in 2 Pet 1:16; the phrase duwpog kai domniAog ‘unblem-
ished and spotless” in 1 Pet 1:19, in an inverted order in 2 Pet 3:14 (domiiot kat
auountot), and in 2 Pet 2:13 as oniAot kat p@pot ‘with a spot and blemished’; he
motif of fallen angels related with the story of the flood and the rescue of Noah in
1 Pet 3:18-20 and 2 Pet 2:4-5.% This last point is developed by Jeremy E. Hultin.*’
The author of 1 Peter narrated how, in the days of Noah, Christ preached - ¢éxnipu-
gev - the doctrine to the imprisoned spirits who did not obey (1 Pet 3:19). In turn,
the author of 2 Peter called Noah a herald — kfjpu€ - of righteousness (2 Pet 2:5).
Both hagiographers mention eight people saved during the flood and both strongly
emphasise God’s patience - pakpoBupia, although here the context is no longer
identical. In 1 Pet 3:20, Noah and his family were saved thanks to God’s patience;
in 2 Pet 3:9, God’s patience is the reason for the delay of the parousia, because God
wants people to repent and be saved in the last days (2 Pet 3:9). Since the flood is
an anticipation and a type of eschatological destruction, it can be assumed that
both texts point to God’s salvific patience manifested throughout creation history.
Bauckham?® even argues that the motif of patience in 1 Pet 3:20 and 2 Pet 2:5, 3:9 is
the only real point of contact between these letters.

As can be seen, the similarities are not numerous, and they do not seem convinc-
ing enough to prove the close affinity of the two letters on their basis. Moreover, as
noted earlier, many biblical scholars argue that more elements “divide” than “unite”
the two letters. Some even ironically say that, apart from the mention in 2 Pet 3:1,
the letters actually have nothing in common.* Even ancient writers pointed out sig-
nificant stylistic differences between the two letters and a small number - especially
when compared to Jude - of borrowings of ideas and motifs from 1 Peter in 2 Peter.
One cannot help but notice that 2 Peter resembles much more the Hellenistic style
and vocabulary than 1 Peter does, which, according to the prescript, is addressed
“to the chosen sojourners of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,

36 Ibid., p. 202.

37 J. Hultin, The Literary Relationships, p. 44.

38 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 146.

39 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 352.
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and Bithynia” The use of examples from the ST in the two letters is also different -
the author of 1 Peter quotes texts, while the author of 2 Peter refers only to those
narratives and traditions that were well known in the Second Temple period and
constituted a set of topoi showing the relationship between guilt and punishment
and the inevitability of punishment. Finally, the differences in the main theme of
the two letters are apparent: 1 Peter focuses on the attitude of Christians towards
persecution, 2 Peter on the attitude towards a false teaching that rejects parousia and
judgement, based on a misinterpretation of the prophetic and apostolic message.
Commenting on the differences between 1 and 2 Peter, Bauckham, who supports
the third hypothesis, states that there is no need to look for closer thematic similar-
ities between the two letters. Indeed, the mention of the first letter in 2 Pet 3:1-2
only serves to loosely link 2 Peter with the well-known and commonly accepted
1 Peter and to recall the purpose of 2 Peter, rather than to formulate a synthesis of
the themes addressed in both letters. Here Bauckham puts forward the important
question of the authorship of the two texts. For he argues that the lack of thematic
convergence and stylistic distinctiveness are due to the fact that the author of 2 Peter
not only was not the author of 1 Peter, but he was not even so strongly influenced
by 1 Peter to adopt it as a literary model for him.*® This would mean that, as a
pseudonymous author, the narrator of 2 Peter refers first to the figure of the apostle,
thus establishing credibility, and then to his letter, which he treats as a source of
Christian doctrine, just like the Scriptures (prophecies) and Pauline letters as a
further element of credibility.*! And if the pseudonymous narrator really wanted to
draw on some letter of Peter enjoying authority in Christian circles because of its
author, then verse 3:1 seems most appropriate; it allows the narrator to return to the
testamentary convention of writing, dominant according to Bauckham, interrupted
by an extended vituperative digression in 2:10-22, and to introduce a prophecy
concerning the end times in 3:3-4.%? In other words - the narrator reminds the
audience that he is writing on behalf of the apostle Peter. Thus, he abandons the
present tense prevalent in 2:10-22 and returns to the future tense, referring to both

40 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 286; Bauckham, however, concedes that both hagiographers may have
come from a similar or even the same milieu - the so-called Petrine circle in Rome; if so, 1 Peter
may in some respects have been some inspiration for the author of 2 Peter.

41 Differently, PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 571, who doubts that the author of 2 Peter refers
to 1 Peter in order to authenticate himself; 1 Peter is so different from 2 Peter that it cannot lend
credibility to the latter writing, since the readers are familiar with both texts. Furthermore, in 3:2 the
narrator of 2 Peter refers to a group of apostles, not just Peter, which may suggest that the prophecy
in 3:3-4 is made on behalf of the whole group.

42 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 286.
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1:12-15 and 1 Peter. In this way, he lets the audience know that the text they are to
read should be received like Peter’s prophecy.*?

Although the author of 2 Peter did not author 1 Peter — as Bauckham argues
— it is likely that they both wrote to the same audience.** 2 Pet 3:1 suggests that
the first and second letters were written Outv “to you”, which presupposes that
the recipients of 2 Peter were familiar with 1 Peter previously addressed to them.
However, there are noticeable parallels between the recipients of 1 and 2 Peter. It has
already been mentioned that 2 Peter has much more Hellenistic features than 1 Peter,
although it is 1 Peter that addresses communities, presumably Helleno-Christian,
in Asia Minor. It is more difficult to establish who the recipients of 2 Peter are,
and although it is not ruled out that they could belong to any of the communities
mentioned in 1 Peter, it is impossible to identify this community.*> A fact that is
often repeated in 1 Peter, though absent in 2 Peter, is that Christian refugees in
Asia Minor suffer severe persecution (1:6-7, 2:12.20-21, 3:9-18, 4:1-2.4.12-16.19,
5:6-7.9-10).

In the nineteenth century, a view emerged based on 2 Pet 1:12,16 that the sender
of 2 Peter had some personal contact with the letter’s recipients, in contrast to
the sender of 1 Peter, who most likely did not know them personally (1 Pet 1:12).
Contemporary views are not so clear-cut. The prevailing view is that it is impossible
to decide from the epistolary data whether either of the senders knew their recipients
personally; moreover, both seem unlikely to have had any previous contact with
them.*® Although part of the arguments seems convincing (especially the one
concerning the credibility of the pseudo-epigraphic narrator), the weakness of
the whole hypothesis is the thematic distinctiveness of 1 and 2 Peter, neglected by
Bauckham, and, above all, the different situation of the recipients to whom the two
letters were addressed.

According to the fourth hypothesis, which is gaining an increasing number of
supporters today,* the first letter mentioned in 2 Pet 3:1 is a letter now lost but
known to the recipients. To prove that this is not an isolated situation, one cites
the correspondence of Paul,*® who recommends that the Colossians should read
the letter to the church in Laodicea (Col 4:16). The letter, known to the Laodiceans

43 Ibid.

44 Tbid.

45 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 353; PH. Davids, The Letters of
2 Peter, p. 572.

46 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 286; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 951; P.H. Davids, The Letters of
2 Peter, p. 570.

47 Ibid.

48 M. Green, The Second Letter General of Peter and the General Letter of Jude, p. 269-270.
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and Colossians, is probably lost.*’ Also in 1 Cor 5:9, the apostle refers to an earlier,
unknown letter to the Corinthians.*

The first letter mentioned by the narrator of 2 Peter was probably addressed to
the same audience and tackled similar issues, presumably related to prophetic and
apostolic teaching on eschatological topics. This does not mean, however, that it was
penned by the author of 2 Peter. Here, the lost-letter hypothesis generates similar
discussions about the meaning of the now unknown text and its authorship. Perhaps
the letter attributed to Peter, different from the canonical 1 Peter, was considered
(at least in some circles, including the recipients of 2 Peter) to be authoritative and
normative, rivalling the importance of the Scriptures (prophets) and Paul’s letters.
The pseudonymous author of 2 Peter, acting on behalf of Peter, chose to invoke
it in order to make himself credible. This does not exclude a second possibility,
namely that both letters were written by the same author, who adopted the same
convention of pseudepigraphy in both texts and, in order to lend credibility to his
teaching, adopted Peter’s name. In this variant, it should come as no surprise that
the author treats his own writing as meaningful and authoritative for his audience,
since already in 2 Pet 1:12-15 the narrator expressed his desire that what he writes
should be recalled aet - ‘always, ‘constantly, even after his passing (death).

Critics of the lost-letter theory mainly accuse it of invoking a hypothetical writing
whose existence has not been proven.’ 1 However, this is not unusual in NT biblical
studies. In addition to the examples from the Corpus Paulinum cited above, it is
enough to point to the two-source hypothesis and its derivations, where one of
the apriori assumptions is the existence of source Q, whose content is not only
reconstructed but also subjected to exegesis.>>

Regardless of what topics beyond eschatology were addressed in Peter’s lost
letter and who was its author, the purpose of that letter undoubtedly coincided
with that of 2 Peter — Sieyeipw dp&v €v tmopvrigel TV eidikpvi Stévolav “by
way of a reminder of [the prophetic and apostolic teaching about the parousia
and judgment] I am reawakening/stirring up/arousing your pure/uncontaminated
thinking//reasoning/mind”. In defining this purpose, as noted, the narrator has
used a hypomnemic formula similar to the one he used in 1:13. He gave the formula

49 Tertullian believed this to be an epistle to the Ephesians (Adversus Marcionem V:11-17). Another
well-known heterodox epistle to the Laodiceans (and the epistle to the Alexandrians) are mentioned
in Muratorian Canon as written on Paul’s behalf, but conveying a doctrine similar to that of Marcion;
see R. Rumianek, List do Laodycejczykéw, [in:] Apokryfy Nowego Testamentu. Listy i apokalipsy
chrzescijaniskie, Krakéw 2001, p. 51-54.

50 M. Rosik, Pierwszy List do Koryntian (Nowy Komentarz Biblijny NT 7), Czestochowa 2009,
p. 212-213.

51 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 285.

52 See, for example, A. Paciorek, Q - Ewangelia galilejska, Lublin 2001.
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¢v Umouvioel — which is one of his favourite intentional constructions with év —
an instrumental meaning. It is no coincidence that he used the verb Sieyeipw in
ind. praes. act., which can be understood as “I awaken” and/or “I stimulate”. In
both cases, the idea is to constantly reinforce correct thinking through constant
reminding.

Recalling in various settings and contexts was a constant component of ancient
mnemonic culture.>® It may well be the case, as Watson and Callan assume,**
that this refers not only to the general eschatological content of the first epistle,
but even to the recitation or literal reading of an established formula about the
parousia and judgment. This, too, would belong to an element of mnemonic culture,
in which the repetition of formulas was an important means of facilitating the
permanent memorisation of meaningful content. If one accepts Watson and Callan’s
assumption, then the last part of the letter, introduced in 2 Pet 3:1, could be seen
as a commentary on the conventionalized formula, in which the narrator makes
the recipients aware of the importance not only of the repetition of the prophetic
and apostolic teaching, but also of its proper (external) interpretation leading to
elAlkpvig Sdvota ‘untainted, pure thought, understanding’

The noun 8tdvola is quite difficult to define unambiguously; it means ‘thought,
‘thinking), but also ‘understanding, giving meaning, inferring’ not so much as a
process, but rather as an effect of the process of thinking. This distinction, pointed
out by Peter H. Davids,” seems relevant here. For in the author’s reflections so far
on 2 Pet, the process was indicated by the noun éniyvwatg, now it is the effect of
this thinking. It is to remain eiAtkpvig.

The adjective eidtkpiviig can also have different meanings and indicate something
‘simple) ‘singular, ‘unmixed; and in a moral sense ‘sincere, ‘honest, ‘untainted,
‘pure’>® In Wis 7:25 the term refers to God’s glory. Plato in the Phaedo (66a) speaks
of “pure, absolute reason’, which is free from sensuality and as such attempts “to
search out the pure, absolute essence of things, and who removes himself, so far
as possible, from eyes and ears, and, in a word, from his whole body, because he
feels that its companionship disturbs the soul and hinders it from attaining truth
and wisdom”. In a similar way, in the same dialogue (81a), he describes a “pure,
uncontaminated” soul that is not burdened by corporeality. Platonic meanings are
echoed in the texts of Philo, who in Leg. alleg. 1 XXVIII:88-89 the mind, the reason
originally given to man by God in the act of creation is described as “purer and more
immaterial, having no participation in any perishable matter, but having received

53 PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 573.

54 D.F Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 201.
55 PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 574.

56 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 287.
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a purer and more simple constitution” kaBapwtépag kai eilikpweotépag.’’ This
“pure mind [...] he places it among the virtues which are firmly rooted and budding
well, that it may cultivate and guard them”. In other words - Philo’s “pure mind”
has not only a cognitive dimension, but also a practical one. In De migrat. XXXIX
222 Philo accentuates the cognitive competence of such reason; he addresses it
directly, encourages perseverance and promises — like the narrator of 2 Peter -
proper understanding:

O my mind, [...] even if any thing does appear difficult to be discovered by contemplation,
still opening the seeing faculties that are in thyself, look inwards and investigate existing
things more accurately, and never close the eyes whether intentionally or unintentionally;
[...] by assiduity in investigation it is granted to thee to arrive at a correct conception of
the objects of thy search.*®

In intertestamental Jewish literature, the adjective eilikpiviig can be found in
TBenj 6:5 in a meaning close to nobility, sincerity, integrity, honesty:

The good mind admitted not the glory and dishonour of men, neither knoweth it any
guile or lie, fighting or reviling [...]. The good mind hath not two tongues, of blessing
and of cursing, of insult and of honour, of sorrow and of joy, of quietness and of trouble,
of hypocrisy and of truth, of poverty and of wealth.

Similarly, in the New Testament, where this lexeme is used by the apostle Paul;
depending on the context, it can indicate sincerity (2 Cor 2:17), purity in a metaphor-
ical sense, with the image indicating the absence of an admixture of an element that
would cause dirtiness (1 Cor 5:8), or purity in a moral-soteriological sense, similar
to 2 Pet 3:14 (Phil 1:10). The use of eidikpwvig in early Christian literature does
not deviate from this: “Repentance out of a sincere heart” ¢€ eilikpivotc kapsiag
(2 Clem. 9:8).

In 2 Pet 3:1 the phrase eiAkpivig Stdvota is translated by Douglas J. Moo as
“wholesome thinking”>® “Unhealthy” thinking is thinking and reasoning tainted by
the views of false teachers. Similarly, Gene L. Green emphasises opposition to the
thinking of heretics and claims that®® the narrator of 2 Peter would have in mind
the purity and straightforwardness of reasoning, which should not be in any way

57 Philo, Allegorical Interpretation 1, http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book2.html [ac-
cessed: 3.01.2024].

58 Id., On the Migration of Abraham, http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book16.html
[accessed: 3.01.2024].

59 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, Grand Rapids 1996, p. 162; T.R. Schreiner, p. 370.

60 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 954.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

27


http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book2.html
http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book16.html
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672

28

‘ Structural commentary

limited and stained, tainted by a heretical mode of proof. Thus, it can be thought
that it is a matter of re-contrasting fanciful myths and the apostolic teaching on
the parousia based on simple, clear foundations: the testimony of the apostles and
the prophetic message (2 Pet 3:2). In other words - the narrator hopes that the
understanding/reasoning of the audience has not been and will not be distorted by
the teachings of the heretics.®!

Undoubtedly, the formula eiAupuvng Stdvota can be seen as a polemic against
the teaching and life choices of the false teachers, especially those described in
2:20. This is also supported by the aforementioned distinction between the proces-
sual term énlyvwotg and the resultative term Stavota. False teachers in the process
of gaining knowledge éniyvwolg failed to reach a sincere, true understanding, a
constatation. This can be understood in two ways. First, the process of gaining
knowledge remained unfinished, interrupted by a return to the old way of life, albeit
with a new para-Christian argumentation that allows all carnal lusts. Secondly, dur-
ing the process of gaining knowledge, the pseudo-scientists and their followers drew
false conclusions about the parousia, so they did not arrive at a pure, uncontami-
nated understanding of eiAwkpivrg Stavola, but at a contaminated understanding,
polluted most likely by elements of Cyrenaic and/or Epicurean philosophy, and
therefore by a concession to sensual, carnal pleasures and eschatological scepticism.

In the context of the previous arguments based on the structure of the whole letter,
it is worth highlighting two more elements related to the meaning of elAtkptvrig
8idvola. Firstly, the reference to 1:20-22 and the proper inspired teaching of the
prophets and apostles, rather than self-interpretation of their teaching, which is
linked to sapiential as well as Platonic and Philonic implications. Secondly, the
reference to 1:12-13 and to being “grounded/stable/firmly established in the present
truth”.

In analysing 2 Pet 1:20,% attention was drawn to the ambiguity of the ellipti-
cal formula néica mpodnteia ypadic iddg émAvoews ov yivetat “no prophecy of
Scripture happens/comes into being by its own interpretation”. First of all, it implies
the prophet never interferes with the message from God (internal interpretation).
However, it has not been ruled out that it also refers to the interpretation of an
already existing, written prophecy (external interpretation). The latter variant seems
to be developed here. According to Peter, the interpretation of the prophetic mes-
sage and apostolic teaching cannot be one’s own private arbitrary interpretation. It
should lead to a “pure uncontaminated thinking/reasoning”. Given the sapiential,
Platonic and even Philonic suggestions that purity reflects the divine element in
human thought/intelligence, one can see here the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. In

61 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 287.
62 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:20.
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other words, it is the Holy Spirit who makes the interpretation of prophetic and
apostolic teaching lead to uncontaminated thinking/pure reasoning consistent with
the inspired message of the prophets and apostles (1:20-21).

Philo pointed out that pure, simple mind makes it possible to cultivate and
practise the virtues. This corresponds with Peter’s understanding of faith, knowledge
and truth not only in theoretical and cognitive terms, but also in practical terms.
This practical aspect of eiAtkpviig Stdvola is revealed particularly clearly in the
juxtaposition of 3:1 and 1:12-13:

2 Pet3:1 2 Pet1:12-13
activity reawakening/stirring stirring up/arousing
up/arousing (verse 13)
Steyelpw SleyelpeLy LpAG
measure reminder reminding (verse 13)
€v UTTopVroEL év UTTOpVOEL
purpose your pure/uncontaminated grounded/stable/firmly es-
thinking/reasoning/mind tablished in the present truth
(verse 12)
OpQV TV €iAkpLVi Stavolav £€0TnpLyPévoug €v Tfj tapolon
AaAnBeia

In 2 Pet 1:12% ndpovoa éAnBeia was defined as acquired knowledge (faith), in
which truth is present. In the exordial baptismal context, being strengthened in
the truth meant first and foremost the active manifestation of faith and thus the
development of baptismal gifts and dispositions. Now, this understanding can be
juxtaposed with “pure/uncontaminated thinking/reasoning/mind” and eiAtkptvrig
8ldvola can be construed as an inspired interpretation of prophetic and apostolic
teaching that motivates and makes possible a godly life, an escape from the cor-
ruption in the world caused by lust, and consequently a participation in the divine
nature and entry into the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ.®

2.8 D.. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:2)

?[That you] may recall the words spoken earlier by the holy prophets and the command-

ment of the Lord and Saviour [given by] your apostles.

63 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:12.

64 Oecumenius expresses a similar thought in his Commentary on the Second Epistle of Peter: “A man
with a sincere and pure mind is one who has listened to the message proclaimed by the prophets
and apostles. He keeps this message in his heart and the fervour of the spirit”; Ojcowie Kosciota
komentujqg Biblie. Nowy Testament, vol. 9: List Sw. Jakuba, I-II List $w. Piotra, I-III List $w. Jana, List
$w. Judy, Polish transl. and ed. D. Sztuk, Zabki 2014, p. 143.
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After presenting the purpose of the reminder in transition 3:1, the narrator moves
on to the object of this reminder: “the words spoken earlier by the holy prophets
and the commandment of the Lord and Saviour [given by] your apostles”. He wants
the recipients to draw conclusions from this teaching, which would not be derived
from philosophical influences, let alone the views and (im)moral behaviour of false
teachers. In describing the object of the reminder, Peter goes back to the Letter of
Jude and quotes phrases from Jude 17 in almost unchanged form. However, as is
his custom, he makes additions that allow him to build his own argumentation on
the basis of Jude’s lexis.

Jude 17 2 Pet3:2

Mvnobnte MvnoBijvat

TV PNUATWY TV TIPOELPNUEVWV TV TIPOELPNPEVWY PNUATWY
UTIO TOV Aylwv TpoPnTOV
Kat tfig

01O TOV ATTOCTOAWY TGV AooTdAWY VPGV
€VTOAfG

o0 Kuplou AE®V Tnood XpLotod o0 Kuplou kal owTipog

Recall That you may recall

words spoken earlier words spoken earlier
by the holy prophets

by the apostles and [given by] your apostles
the commandment of

Our Lord Jesus Christ the Lord and Saviour

The affinity between 2 Pet 3:2 and Jude 17 is manifest not only at the lexical level,
but also at the semantic level, above all in the understanding of the key terms here:
npoelpnuéva prigata ‘the words spoken earlier, andotoAol ‘the apostles, and éytot
‘the saints’ — taken from Jude 3.

Like in Jude, Peter wrote about “the words spoken earlier” T®v mpoeipnuévwv
pnudtwv. In both cases, the attributive order is used in this expression, but dif-
ferently interpreted. Jude assigned “the words spoken earlier” to the apostles. He
understands the term “apostle” as a function rather than a title. Apostles are not
only the closest disciples of Jesus — the Twelve, not even only the missionaries
of the Church who evangelised and founded new local communities. Apostles in
general are all those who act as representatives/messengers and speak on behalf of
Jesus Christ.®> Jude seems to narrow this group down to preachers of the Gospel.
However, it must be taken into account that the early Christocentric hermeneu-
tics also allowed prophetic texts to be read as a message about Christ. Ignatius of
Antioch in the Epistle to the Philadelphians 5:2 exhorts “And let us also love the

65 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 329.
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prophets, because they too have proclaimed the Gospel, and placed their hope in
Him, and waited for Him”, while Polycarp in the Epistle to the Philippians 6 refers
to the command of Jesus himself and the apostles and prophets “who preached
the Gospel unto us” (cf. also 2 Clem. 14:2). This conviction and this hermeneutic
is shared by the author of the Letter of Jude, so it can be assumed that the term
“apostles” used by him includes both Old and intertestamental messengers of God
and proclaimers of the Old Testament Gospel of Jesus Christ, as well as missionaries
and evangelisers of the New Testament era.®® This intention was accurately read by
the narrator of 2 Peter, but he adapted Jude’s message to his own conception and
argumentation. He developed the metaphors, as in 2 Pet 2:17a, to make them more
specific and precise. Jude called the Old Testament messengers of Jesus Christ —
prophets, while the New Testament messengers — andotolo, but specified their
message as the “commandment of the Lord and Saviour”

It is likely that the narrator of 2 Peter also borrows from Jude the adjective
diylot ‘saints’ and its meaning (Jude 3 mentions “faith given once for all to the
saints”; cf. Jude 20 and “most holy faith”). According to the author of the Letter
of Jude, the term includes the Old and intertestamental writers and prophets, the
disciples of Jesus, the apostles, missionaries, evangelists and evangelizers, i. e. all
those to whom the revelation has been given and all those who guard it and pass
it on unchanged (those who have previously been called apostles). Moreover, it
also includes those to whom this revelation was given and who received it.*” The
narrator of 2 Peter narrows this broad meaning, and he calls the prophets “saints” as
those who transmit the revelation received from God faithfully, uncontaminated by
their own biased interpretation (cf. 1:20-21). He is not alone among hagiographers
in such phraseology; the phrase “holy prophets” appears several times in the NT
(Luke 1:70, Acts 3:21, cf. also Wis 11:1).

In the description of the object of recollection, the narrator of 2 Peter once again
uses a hypomnemic formula. He refers to 1:12-13 and the two-element formula with
a verb phrase with Umoptuviiokew (inf. praes. act.) and a prepositional phrase év
vmopvrioeL. 3:1-2 includes a similar device, although the order of these elements is
reversed: the expression €v Unoyuvrioet appears in 3:1, while the verb in the infinitive
uvnodijval (inf. aor. pass.) in 3:2. A chiasm may be seen here:

A. Omoppviokew (1:12)
B. év Unopvioet (1:13)
B’ év vmopvriced (3:1)
A. pvnodivat (3:2).

66 Ibid., p. 329-330.
67 Ibid., p. 95-96.
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Undoubtedly, through this lexical similarity and the use of chiasm, the narrator
wants to link the contents of 1:12-21 and 3:2. In 1:16-18, he referred to the testimony
of the apostles provided by eyewitnesses, which was reinforced by a Christocentric
and eschatological and parousia-related reinterpretation of the inspired prophetic
teaching (1:19-21). Now - also on the basis of chiasm - the order is reversed.
First the teaching/predictions of “the holy prophets” is mentioned (3:2a), and then
“the commandment of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ [handed down by] your
apostles” (3:2b):

A. apostolic teaching (1:16-18)
B. prophetic teaching (1:19-21)
B’ prophetic teaching (3:1a)

A’ apostolic teaching (3:1b).

The reference to 1:16-18 and 1:19-21 explains why Jude’s general, capacious, in-
clusive term andotolol is separated into mpodntal and dandéotoror. However, this
does not mean that the narrator of 2 Peter abandons inclusivism. On the contrary,
the aorist form of the verb pvno®fjvacin 3:2 indicates that the invitation to recall
a previous letter refers to the holistic, complete doctrine of the parousia and the
judgement, which encompasses the words of the prophets and the teaching of Jesus
transmitted by the apostles.

The phrase npoetpnpéva pripata, as already noted, is taken from the Letter of
Jude. The term pijua appears relatively frequently in the ST and NT. In the LXX, it
can refer to the prophetic word (Jer 6:10, 26:2), the temporal and eschatological
judgements of God (Isa 15:1, 17:1, 22:1), to the word of God (Isa 40:8, Ps 56[55]:11),
a divine command or commandment (Ps 68[67]:12, Isa 66:5, Jer 7:23); the word
of God that is fulfilled (Isa 38:7, 55:11); the prophetic word that initiates a book
(Jer 1:1, 5:14). It obviously has prophetic connotations, although they are based on
the contexts. In the NT, likewise, it indicates a general message (John 8:20, Acts 2:14,
10:44, Rom 10:18) and a prophetic message (Matt 26:75, Mark 9:32, 14:72, Luke 1:38,
2:29, 9:45, 18:34, 22:61, 24:8, Acts 11:16).%8 In 2 Pet 3:2, this prophetic feature
implied by prjuata is emphasised by part. perf. act. mpoetpnuéva. The perfective
form makes the audience aware that the implications of the words once spoken
by the prophets are not only still valid, but they are now fulfilled.®* A certain
prophetism is also inscribed in the semantic field of the verb mpoAéyw itself, which
denotes previous, past preaching, foreshadowing, warning with the implication
of the present fulfilment of a prediction or the coming of a foretold calamity or

68 Ibid.,, p. 324.
69 Ibid.,, p. 325.
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doom. Herodotus uses mpoA€yw in this sense in Histories (I 53:3) : “Such was their
inquiry; and the judgment given to Croesus by each of the two oracles was the
same: namely, that if he should send an army against the Persians he would destroy
a great empire”. Josephus Flavius uses it to describe prophetic prophecy:

And who is there that does not know what the writings of the ancient prophets contain
in them? and particularly that oracle which is just now going to be fulfilled upon this
miserable city. For they foretold [earlier] (mpogtnov), that this city should be then taken,
when some body shall begin the slaughter of his own countrymen (Bell. Iud. VI 2:1).

It is also used by New Testament writers when they refer to the prophetic aspects
of Jesus’ teaching (Matt 24:25, Mark 13:23) or Christocentric or Gospel-centred
interpretations of the words of the Old Testament prophets (Acts 1:16, Heb 4.7,
Rom 9:29)7°. The narrator of 2 Peter in 3:2a emphasises thrice the prophetic charac-
ter of Christian doctrine: firstly, by using the noun prjuata; secondly, by referring to
it as mpoetlpnuéva; thirdly and finally, by attributing prjuata to “the holy prophets”

Although there are calls among commentators on 2 Peter to identify “the holy
prophets” as the New Testament prophets (Acts 15:32, Eph 3:5,4:11),”! in the light of
the whole letter, and especially in connection with 2 Pet 1:19-21, there is little doubt
that the words “holy prophets” should be understood as a reference to the message
of the Old Testament prophets with prophetic authority in the intertestamental
times.”? This is confirmed by the use of the adjective “holy” in the same broad sense
as in Jude 3.

The attempt to make the content of the prophetic teaching more precise, a prob-
lem similar to that in 1:19a arises — whether the prophetic teaching means the
overall ST message or exclusively the prophetic books, or some specific elements of
the prophetic message. An interpretation of the genitive case t&v npoetpnuévwv
pnudrtwv offers some insight. This case may be a result of a typical case govern-
ment of uipviiokopat ‘to recall, which governs the genitive or accusative case, but
it can also be construed as gen. partitivus. When applying gen. partitivus to both
“the words of the prophets” and “the commandment of the Lord and Saviour”, it
becomes clear that it is not the entire teaching that is in question, but rather its
selected aspects related to eschatology and parousia. One may further wonder
whether the narrator had general eschatological themes in mind (such as those
in Isa 2:2-4, Joel 3:2-5, Mic 4:3),”® or whether they should be further narrowed

70 Ibid.

71 See E.M. Sidebottom, James, 2 Peter, Jude, Grand Rapids 1980, p. 118.

72 PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 575.

73 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 957; PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 576 argues that the narrator
refers generally to the Old Testament message, and anyone familiar with it knows that it also contains
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down to prophecies heralding the appearance of scoffers who mock the judgment
and the day of the Lord. Richard Bauckham suggested that the latter possibility is
indicated by the formula o0 éatwv “where is” in 2 Pet 3:4, which occurs frequently
in Old Testament accounts of eschatological scepticism, especially the denial of
the punishment to be meted out to the ungodly (Isa 5:18-20, Jer 5:12-24, Amos
9:10, Mal 2:17).”* He acknowledged, however, that a broader - eschatological -
understanding of “the words of the prophets” is equally legitimate.”> All the more,
if one treats 3:2 as the opening sentence of a summary of the entire eschatological
and parousia-related prophetic and apostolic teaching in 3:3-15.

The second element of the object of recollection is i} TV AMOOTOAWY VUDV £V-
ToAN 100 Kupiov kai owtipog “the commandment of the Lord and Saviour [given
by] your apostles”, which should be treated in the same way as “the words of the
prophets” — on the one hand selectively, on the other quite generally and - para-
doxically - collectively, as indicated by the singular number of the noun ¢vtoAn
‘commandment’. Such a collective meaning has already been pointed out in the
analysis of 2 Pet 2:21, where the phrase ayia ¢évtoAq ‘holy commandment’ appears,
understood as synonymous with the Law and the ethical teaching of the prophets.”®
First and foremost, the eschatological teaching of Jesus should be recognised here,
in which there are indeed calls (commandments, injunctions) to watchfulness (cf.
2 Pet 3:10) and constant readiness for His coming, which entails maintaining the
highest moral and religious standards (2 Pet 3:14).

The noun €vtoAy is placed between two genitive cases indicating three aspects of
apostolic teaching: its source, its content and its mode of transmission. The narrator
of 2 Peter emphasises that it is a teaching/commandment coming from the Lord
and Saviour. This means that the function of the genitive case of ToG kupiov kat
owTfipog is not only possessive; it can also be interpreted as gen. subiectivus and
gen. originis. The invocation of Jesus legitimises the apostolic teaching. Once again,
the parallels between 1:16-21 and 3:2 are revealed. Previously, the authentication
was part of a polemic against accusations that Christian teaching means “following
devised myths” Now, too, the narrator places it in the context of a polemic against
false teachers and scoffers (3:3-4). He then not only marks the divine/Christian
origin of apostolic teaching, but also discredits the opponents by suggesting that
it is their views that have nothing to do with God and Christ, but are based on
human will and imagination. The genitive case o0 kvpiov kal cwtijpog interpreted
as obiectivus points to the second aspect of apostolic teaching - that is, its content.

a message about judgment, so there is no need to enumerate the passages the narrator of 2 Peter had
in mind.

74 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 287.

75 Ibid.

76 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:21.
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This would be the teaching of the Lord and Saviour, i. e. soteriology whose integral
and indelible element is the second coming of Jesus in judgment in the end times.

The third aspect of Christian doctrine is emphasised by gen. t@v dnootéAwv
VU@V, placed in 3:2b in the initial position. It has both a possessive and an instrumen-
tal meaning. The possessive meaning accentuates the fact that “the commandment
of the Lord and Saviour” was entrusted to the apostles. The instrumental meaning,
on the other hand, draws attention to the role of the apostles in the transmission
of “the commandment of the Lord and Saviour”. On the basis of 2 Pet3:1, one
can surmise that the apostolic message — in contrast to the teaching of the false
teachers — was faithful and free from self-interpretation (cf. 1:20), which could
lead the faithful to an incorrect conclusion. As a result, the qualitative function
of the genitive case T®v anootéAwv — “the commandment [handed down by] the
apostles” translates into a faithful and uncontaminated transmission.

Attention is drawn to the personal possessive pronoun TGV AooTOAWY VUGV’
“your apostles” John Norman Davidson Kelly considers it a clue as to the time
of the letter’s composition: the narrator living in post-apostolic times would have
been referring to the teaching of the first generation of apostles,”® primarily the
message of the Twelve. However, it would be unnatural to refer to the Twelve as
“your” apostles, as it might suggest that Peter, on whose behalf the narrator writes
the letter, does not belong to this group.

Although in the first/second century one can encounter the use of the term
“apostles” as an honorific title reserved for the Twelve, Paul, Barnabas and Silas,
it seems more likely that the term denotes its broader, functional meaning, as in
the Letter of Jude. In 2 Pet 3:2b, “apostles” thus indicate those emissaries of the
Church, the missionaries who first brought Christian teaching to the recipients of
the letter (“to you”).”” Whether they were among the direct disciples of Jesus or
among the later preachers of the Gospel, the earliest Christianity referred to them
as apostles (Acts 14:14, Rom 16:7, 1 Cor 4:9, 15:5.7, 2 Cor 8:23, Gal 1:17, Eph 3:5,
4:11, Phil 2:25, 1 Thess 2:7). In a similar sense — the missionaries and founders
of the local church - the phrase “our apostles” was used by Clement of Rome in
1 Clem. 44:1: “Our apostles kai ot andatorol u&V also knew, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, that there would be strife on account of the office of the episcopate”

Davids seeks confirmation of this broad and general meaning of the term éano-
otolog by juxtaposing it with the titles of Jesus. Both the titles kvpiog ‘Lord’ and
owtp ‘Saviour’ were taken from the language of politics and, before they entered
the Jewish and Christian sociolects as divine titles, were attributed to the emperor.

77 Very few manuscripts have the pronoun ju@v in this place.

78 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 354.

79 M.J. Kruger, 2 Pet 3:2, The Apostolate, and a Bi-Convenantal Canon, JETS 63 (2020), no. 1, p. 9; the
author addresses the question whether this is an oral or written transmission?
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One of the imperial powers was to delegate messengers acting on behalf of the
emperor.®? Thus, the apostles who were sent on behalf of Jesus communicated
once to the recipients of the 2 Peter Jesus’s commandment, that is, Jesus’s teaching
and the teaching about Jesus. The latter makes it possible to suppose that even the
apostle Paul may have been among “your apostles, as suggested by Bauckham®! and
Watson and Callan,®? quoting 2 Pet 3:15. However, this seems unlikely especially in
light of the prescript and conclusion of exordium. In 2 Pet 1:1, the author referred
to the teaching brought to the recipients by the anonymous, most likely Hellenistic
Christian apostles and stated that as a result of this teaching the elect acquire the
same dignity and are endowed with baptismal promises and gifts. Later, referring
to the knowledge previously acquired by the recipients presumably from “their
apostles”, the narrator merely recalled eschatology as part of this knowledge.

In juxtaposing 3:2b and 1:16-18, it is apparent that, for the narrator, the message
proclaimed by himself, by other eyewitnesses, or by other apostles in the broadest
sense of the word, is of equal value because its source is the person of Jesus Christ
and, consequently, God Himself. It seems that the narrator of 2 Peter accepts the
conclusions made by Clement of Rome in I Clem. 42:1-2: “The apostles have
preached the gospel to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ [has done so]
from God. Christ therefore was sent forth by God, and the apostles by Christ. Both
these appointments, then, were made in an orderly way, according to the will of
God”. This would correspond with the conviction that the primary source of any
credible message, whether apostolic or prophetic, is God’s will and the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:20-21).

2.9 E,. Interpretation of the prophetic and apostolic teaching:
a. - false interpretation (2 Pet 3:3-4)

3This, first of all, knowing that there will come in the last days scoffers/mockers following/
going according to their own desires/lust *and saying: where is the promise of His coming/
parousia? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things have remained the same /continued

as they were since the beginning of creation.

On recalling “the words spoken earlier by the holy prophets and the commandment
of the Lord and Saviour [handed down/given by] your apostles’, the narrator of
2 Peter moves on to reflect on the false and correct interpretation of prophetic and

80 PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 576; F. Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 310.
81 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 287.
82 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 204.
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apostolic teaching. He reverts to the typical apocalyptic style he used in 1:12-2:3b,
with the characteristic future tense. He thus places himself at one with the prophets
and all the apostles who preached a similar eschatological message: on the one
hand, he recalls the content of Christian teaching; on the other, as an apocalyptist,
he develops his own visions fully compatible with the message he refers to. He even
discreetly tries to convince his audience that his words should be treated in the
same way as the old inspired prophetic message.

In the introduction, therefore, the narrator used the same formula as in the
description of the divine inspiration of the prophetic message in 1:20: toto mp@®-
Tov ywwokovteg “knowing first of all”. One may assume that he also treated his
apocalyptic and eschatological message as inspired, completely in accordance with
God’s will, free from his personal internal interpretation, based on the prophe-
cies without his own erroneous external interpretation.®* Obviously, the expres-
sion to¥to Mp&TOV yvwokovtes and especially the adverb mp@tov can also have
a limiting, epideictic or hierarchical function (cf. Matt 6:33, Acts 3:26, Rom 1:16,
2 Cor 8:5, 1 Tim 2:1). It points to those elements of prophetic and apostolic es-
chatological teaching which the narrator recommends to the recipients: para-
doxically, it is precisely the occasional appearance of heretics undermining the
judgment and the parousia that is one of the signs that the second coming of
Jesus and the judgment will certainly take place.3* In order to classify the ap-
pearance of false teachers into this particular category, the audience should al-
ready know, for the participle ywhokovteg knowing’ refers to the knowledge
they have, not to the new information the narrator intends to provide (cf. Rom
6:6, Eph 5:5, 2 Tim 3:1).% But the participle can also be translated as ‘under-
standing), ‘inferring’ — with reference to 2 Pet 3:1 and pure, uncontaminated rea-
soning based on the acquired knowledge, i. e. the prophetic and apostolic teach-
ing.

In describing the appearance of the heretics, the narrator of 2 Peter made use of
Jude 18:

83 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:20-21.

84 Similarly, M. Luther, who addresses his contemporaries in his commentary on the Second Letter of
Peter, interprets the text outside its historical context: “Therefore this shall be a sign of the last day
that it is near, when the people shall live as they list, according to all their lusts, and such talk goes
about among them as this: ‘Where is the promise of his coming? the world has stood so long and
continued to abide, is it now for the first time to be otherwise?’ Thus Peter warns us that we should
not be surprised, and that we have a sure sign that the day will soon come”; The Epistles of St. Peter
and St. Jude Preached and Explained by Martin Luther 111 (V.3, 4).

85 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 964 interprets this participle as equivalent to the imperative.
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2 Pet3:3 Jude 18

€é\eloovtal

ETTE0YATWY TOV NUEPRV €T €0)ATOU XpOVOoUu

£V éuTtatydovij epmatkrat £oovtal Eumatkrat

Katd tag 1slag Emubpiag avtiv opeudpevol Katd £éaut@v émBuplag topeudpevol

TV doePeLv

there will come
in the last days in the end times

the scoffers in scoffing there will be scoffers

according to their own desires/lust following following their desires for ungodliness

This time Peter only introduced minor changes to the source material.*® He thus
remained faithful not only to the content of the prophetic and apostolic teaching,
but also to its form. Since neither in Jude nor in 2 Peter direct quotations are used,
it is to be presumed that the point is to synthesise the conviction, characteristic of
Christianised intertestamental Jewish apocalypticism, of the increased activity of
false teachers, false prophets, deceivers, liars at the end time.%” But the similarity of
expressions €' €0} ATOV XPOVOUL/ETEGYATWY TMV NUEPGV EcOVTaL EUMATKTAL KOTA
émBupiag mopevdpevol “there will come in the last days scoffers/mockers following
according to their own desires/lust” that appear in Jude 18 and in 2 Pet 3:3 may
indicate that they were part of literary eschatological formulas well known to the
recipients of both letters.

Jude’s formula, however, acquires in Peter a prophetic touch. The narrator of
2 Peter uses a polyptoton for this purpose, which imitates an etymological figure
common in Hebrew and literally translated in the LXX: ¢v éumatypovij éumatkrat
“the scoffers in scoffing”®® Thus, on the one hand, the formula ¢v é¢umatypovi
¢umaiktal can be regarded as a Septuagintism (or even a Semitism),® which is
intended to refer to the style of inspired Old Testament hagiographers (cf. Gen 31:30,
Exod 21:20, Deut 7:26, 13:16, 20:17). On the other hand, through its intensifying
function, it is an irony based on wordplay, appropriate to a vituperative convention:
those who mock eschatological events the most, do not realise that they themselves

86 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 355.

87 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 332; see also M.S. Wrébel, Znaki kotica czaséw w
Apokalipsie Ezdrasza (4 Ezdr), [in:] Apokaliptyka judaizmu i wczesnego chrzescijaristwa, p. 133-141.

88 D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 204 see only paronomasia here; R. Bauckham, Jude,
2 Peter, p. 289 argues that this inaccurate imitation betrays that the narrator merely imitates the
Semitic way of thinking for stylistic purposes.

89 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 355; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter,
p. 289.
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become a sign of the end times”® and thus strengthen the recipients of the letter in
their belief that God’s promises and prophecies are being fulfilled.”!

Instead of Jude’s auxiliary word in ind. fut. €écovtay, Peter uses the future verb
form £pyopat — éxevoovtat ‘will come; thus giving the whole formula a framework
structure bounded by the verbs denoting walking: €pyouat and nopetvopat, which
is undoubtedly a mnemonic device: “There will come - in the last days the scoffers
in scoffing according to their own desires - following/going”. This mnemonic frame-
work also explains - at least on a syntactic level — why the stylistically awkward
addition from Jude tGv doeBeldv was omitted.

Peter’s temporal expression is slightly different. Instead of the rare, typical of
Jude ém’éoydtov xpévou — “in the last time” or “at the end of times”** the much
more common & éoXATwv TV NUeP®V literal — “in the last days” (also with the
predicative word order) is used. Such or similar expressions (with the attributive
word order) appear frequently in prophetic texts. In the LXX it is a translation of
the Hebrew o'n nanra (Isa 2:2, Jer 23:20, 25:19, 37:24, Ezek 38:16, Dan 2:28,
10:14, Hos 3:5, Mic 4:1); they can be found in Jewish intertestamental apocalyp-
tic literature (ApBaSyr 6:8, 41:5, CD 6:11). Not surprisingly, New Testament and
early Christian writers also use them, drawing on apocalyptic and eschatological
topoi (e.g. Acts 2:17, 2 Tim 3:1, Heb 1:2, Jas 5:3, 2 Clem. 14:2, Barn. 12:9, 16:5,
Shepherd, Similitude 11:12). “In the last days”, “at the end of time”, “in the end
times” — according to these texts — the forces of evil will become particularly ac-
tive” (4 Ezra 5:1-2, TIss 6:1, TJud 18:11-2, TLev 14:11, TDan 5:5, 1 Tim 4:1-3,
2 Tim 3:1-9), and one type of this activity will be the spread of immorality and
false teaching.

On the basis of the formula éAevoovtal éméoxdTwy TdV Ruep®V “they will come
in the last days” and the future tense in 2 Pet 3:3, Bauckham attempts to reconstruct
the narrator’s temporal perspective. The signs of the end times are a future from
the point of view of the apostle Peter on whose behalf the narrator is speaking.
However, from the point of view of the pseudepigraphic writer as an internal au-
thor - it is rather the present. The actual sender of the letter and its first recipients
belonging to the second and/or third generation of Christians observed the men-
tioned phenomena on a daily basis,”* which would also be evidenced by the present

90 T. Fornberg, An Early Church in a Pluralistic Society: A Study of 2 Peter, Lund 1977, p. 61; R. Bauck-
ham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 288; D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 204; D.J. Harrington,
Jude and 2 Peter, p. 284.

91 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 355.

92 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 332.

93 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 965.

94 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 288.
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tense prevalent in 2:10b-22. Describing them now using a future tense lends cred-
ibility to the narrator as a representative of the first generation of Christians. It
should be noted that this authentication would not be very consistent, especially
if one considers the thesis shared by Bauckham that “the fathers” mentioned in
2 Pet 3:4 are the first generation of Christians, contemporaries of the apostle Peter.*®
This would mean that in 3:3 the narrator writes from the perspective of Peter and
the first generation of Christians, and in 3:4 he forgets his identity and reveals
that he belongs to the second or even third generation. Such a statement seems
unconvincing.

Rather, one should return to the suggestion mentioned when the elements of
Peter’s biography in 2 Pet 1:12-15 were reconstructed.”® Due to the apocalyptic
convention, the internal author only mentions generally the scoffers who will appear
in the end times. Since the appearance of heretics, scoffers, false teachers and false
prophets was a regular feature of this convention (cf. e.g. Matt 7:15, 24:11.24,
Mark 13:22, Acts 13:6, 1 John 4:1, Rev 16:13, 19:20, 20:10, Asclsa 3:22, Dial. 35:5),%”
it is possible that the actual sender of the letter had in mind an indefinite future
rather than the present. All the more so since he addressed his letter not only to
his contemporaries, but also to future generations of Christians, to those who had
not lived to see the parousia and to those who, he expects, would finally see the
parousia. This would mean that both the narrator introducing himself as Peter and
the actual (internal) author of the letter regard the end times and the signs pointing
to them as the future.

The false teachers are named in verse 3 after Jude 18 as “scoffers” who, as further
specified, will come “in scoffing”. By means of the etymological figure mimicking a
Septuagintism, the narrator of 2 Peter wants to refer not only to the direct source,
but also to the primary source. He adopts Jude’s Christocentric and eschatological
interpretation of Isa 3:4 — the judgment on Judah and Jerusalem, the only passage
in the LXX where the noun ¢unaiktal® occurs. At the same time, by referring to
Isaiah and borrowing his lexis, Peter achieves his goal of placing himself in line
with the other prophets proclaiming the coming of judgment. The continuation of
the Greek text from Isaiah (Isa 3:8-13) is in fact a confirmation of Peter’s earlier
assertions concerning the false teachers, including the conclusion that judgment
awaits them:

95 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:4.

96 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:12.15.

97 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:1.

98 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 336.
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Isa 3:8-13 (LXX NETS) 2 Pet
their tongues are joined with lawlessness 2:3a.18
(verse 8).

being disobedient toward things of the Lord | 2:1d.10.12a.14.15.20.21
(verse 8).

their glory has been brought low (verse 8). 2:16

And the shame of their face has risen up 2:1cd.12b.19c¢.22
against them (verse 9).

they have proclaimed their sin like that of 2:6-8
Sodoma (verse 9).

Woe to their soul! Because they have given 2:1cd.3b.10a.13b-15
evil counsel against themselves (verse 9).

they shall eat the fruit of their works 2:1cd.13a.22.
(verse 10).

Woe to the lawless one! Evil things will happen | 2:1cd.13a.22
to him according to the works of his hands
(verse 11).

O my people, those who congratulate you 2:1c.2-3a.18-19a
mislead you and confuse the path of your feet
(verse 12).

But now the Lord will stand up to judge 2:3b.9b.21
(verse 13).

While the noun éumnaiktng is not used in the LXX except for Isa 3:4, the oc-
currence of the verb éunailw is relatively frequent. It can have a completely neu-
tral meaning ‘to amuse), ‘to rejoice’ (Gen 39:14.17, Ps 104[103]:36, Isa 33:4, Na
2:4, Ba 3:17), but sometimes its connotation is negative as ‘mockery’ or ‘scoffing’
(1 Sam 31:4, 1 Kings 10:4, 2 Kings 26:16, Prov 27.7, Ezek 22:5, Zech 12:3, Hab
1:10). Like Jude, Peter prefers the latter meaning, but the connotations with amuse-
ment, entertainment, debauchery and luxury of false teachers may be noticeable
(2 Pet2:13-14). This also connoted with foolishness (Prov 1:22, 24:9), arrogance
(Prov 21:24), pride (Tsa 29:20), which are based on the Hebrew concept y5.”

An essential component of the term éunaiktng is ‘disgrace, ‘mockery’ (cf. nouns
gumatyudg, eunatypa, éumarypovy (Isa 66:4, 2 Macc 7:7, 3 Macc 5:22, Wis 12:25,
Sir 27:28, Ps 38[37]:8, PssSol 2:11, 17:12, Ezek 22:4). Such negative characterisation

99 Ibid., p. 336-337.
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will be encountered in Greek literature, e. g. in Herodotus Histories IV 134:2, where
the Scythian army is suspected of disrespecting and deriding the Persians. Con-
tempt, mockery, insult, dishonour often include not only the verbal aspect, but also
elements of psychological and physical violence - abuse, as can be seen in the texts
describing the passion of Jesus (Matt 27:29.31.41, Luke 23:11).!%

As can be seen, mockery as understood by Peter largely corresponds to blasphe-
my/slander (2 Pet 2:10.12). This synonymity is also noticeable in Jewish literature.
The Qumran “arrogant man” is first and foremost a blasphemer and a liar who
rejects God’s commandments: “these are the arrogant men who are in Jerusalem.
They are the ones who ‘Have rejected the Law of God and mocked the word of the
Holy One” (4Q162/Qpls® 2:6-7).1%! This characterisation largely corresponds to
Peter’s portrait of the false teachers who, firstly, rejected the Law and deviated from
the path of righteousness (2 Pet 2:2,15.21), acting immorally; secondly, despised
the word of the Lord, i. e. the prophetic word on eschatological judgment, but also,
as Neyrey notes,'?? the word of promise concerning the equipping of Christians to
live a godly life (2 Pet 1:3-4).

The courage of scoffers stems primarily from a sense of impunity. Already Aris-
totle noted that he who slights “has no idea that the other is likely to hurt him”
(Rhetoric 1378D). False teachers tend to reject the coming of the final judgement,
so they do not believe in the possibility of any future punishment. Previously Peter
explained this eschatological scepticism of the heretics from the philosophical per-
spective, in 2 Pet 3:5-7 he adds the historical perspective.'®® By constantly recalling
the prophetic and apostolic teaching on the question of judgment and the parousia,
he shares and fulfils the postulate of Epictetus who in the Enchiridion XXII advised
what attitude to adopt towards scoffers: “keep steadily to those things which appear
best to you, as one appointed by God to this particular station. For remember that,
if you are persistent, those very persons who at first ridiculed will afterwards admire
you”. It is not, of course, a matter of arousing admiration for the prophetic and
apostolic teaching and its advocates, but of defending it in the conviction that it is
in accordance with the will and revelation of God.

This very complex perception of scoffers as false teachers, fools, antinomians
with a very casual lifestyle, and above all as blasphemers was taken by Peter from
Jude.'™ This is not the first time that the meanings of key terms are transferred from
Jude to Peter’s letter (cf. also xvupLdtng - 2:10, 86Zat - 2:10, amdoTorog - 3:2, &ylog

100 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 227.

101 EG. Martinez, The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated. The Qumran Texts in English, English transl. W.G.E.
Watson, Leiden 1994, p. 187.

102 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 228.

103 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:5-7.

104 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 337-338.
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- 3:2). It is known, however, that the narrator of 2 Peter sometimes changes Jude’s
terminology to make it denote what is suitable to his argumentation. This is the
case with the addition kata tag i8tag émbupiag avTev mopevdpevol “following/
going/walking according to their own desires”. This phrase differs slightly from
the source kata éavtdv EmBuuiag mopevdyevol TRV doeBel®v “according to their
own godless desires will follow”. The rhetorical reasons for the omission of t&v
GoeBeldv have already been mentioned. These are overlaid with contextual reasons.
In Jude 18, the noun acépBeta in the final position performs a summarising function;
it synthesises the previously described manifestations of ungodliness, and lexically
refers to those passages in the letter where this concept — one of the key concepts
in Jude - is also used.!® In 2 Peter daoéBela does not play such an important role, it
is rather replaced by acéAyeta ‘promiscuity’ and émbupia ‘desire; Tust’

The expression kata tag émbvpiag mopevopat “to follow desires/lusts” appears —
albeit infrequently - in the LXX (Sir 18:30), in intertestamental literature (TJud 3:2:
“And walk not after your lusts, nor in the imaginations of your thoughts in haughti-
ness of heart”) and in NT letters (Eph 2:3, 1 Pet 4:3). The narrator of the Letter of
Jude uses it twice - in Jude 16 and 18. In both cases, the noun émiBuvpuiat is indefinite
with the pronoun ¢avt@®v, which serves primarily to antagonise God’s will and
human desires. The desires/lust themselves are not limited to bodily needs; on the
contrary, it is clear from the context of the entire letter that it is a desire to recognise
the false teachers as persons chosen by God and having a special relationship with
Him; this involves a desire to take leadership and control of the teaching in the
community and a desire for fame, respect and power.!% The narrator of 2 Peter
has already used the noun émBupia three times (2 Pet 1:4, 2:10.18). In the first
instance, the term appeared in a very general sense — as a source of corruption
in the world. In the following two passages the term was made more specific: in
2 Pet 2:10, it is a matter of following the flesh because of a desire of impurity (“im-
pure lust”) év émBupia plaopod; in 2 Pet 2:18, it is a matter of enticing “by the
desires of the flesh” év émBupialg capkdg. This means that the concept of émBupia
was associated primarily with corporality, the unlimited satisfaction of all somatic
needs and desires, from sexuality to comfort, superfluity and luxury. In a similar
ethics-oriented way, émiBuuial in 3:3 should be understood, especially since the
phrase “to follow one’s desires/according to one’s desires” is often used with moral
statements or injunctions.

It must be taken into account, however, that in 3:3 “desires” are complemented
with the adjective “own”. This is not only a replacement of Jude’s pronoun éavt@®v
with its equivalent {8106, but also a reminder of the text in which the adjective i8tog

105 Ibid., p. 339.
106 Ibid.,, p. 312.
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already appeared - 2 Pet 1:20. This makes the expression “to follow one’s own desires”
to be understood on two levels with differently distributed emphases. First - in the
aforementioned ethical dimension, overlapping with the previous understanding
of ¢mBuuiat, where the emphasis falls on the meaning of the noun. Secondly, in the
theological and inspirational dimension, marked by the use of {8106 in 1:20, where
the emphasis falls on the adjective. In 2 Pet 1:20, (8106 indicated the interference of
false prophets in the transmitted word of God. A similar function may be detected
here: false teachers shape the prophetic and apostolic message according to their
“own desires”, according to their own will, rather than God’s will (1:20-21). In
other words - they give the revelation their own interpretation internally and
externally, dominated by philosophical (Cyrenaic-epicurean) themes. Their own
interpretation leads to eschatological scepticism and, as a result, to an acquiescence
to immorality.!” This would mean that the roots of heresy lie in interpreting the
revelation according to one’s own desires, i. e., as in 3:1 with corrupt contaminated
reasoning.

In verse 4, the narrator continues to style the text to resemble the writings of the
Old Testament prophets. He makes use of the characteristic rhetorical question mo®
éoTwv “where is”, which appears frequently in the LXX in the context of derision and
mockery of God’s apparent inaction. The question, “Where is your God?” is asked by
the persecutors of the psalmist in Ps 42[41]:4.11. In Ps 79[78]:9-10 it is added to the
request for divine help: “Help us, God our savior [...] Why should the nations say,
‘Where is their God?”” (similarly in Ps 115:2[113:10], Joel 2:17). Mic 7:10 predicts
the humiliation that will affect those who say: “Where is the Lord, your God?” For
the context of Peter 2, Mal 2:17 and Jer 17:15 seem particularly relevant. In the first
text there is a warning against the ungodly who incite God to anger, asking: “Where
is the just God?” The second text: “Where is the word of the Lord? Let it come
to pass)!” refers to God’s promises that appear unfulfilled. The fulfilment of the
promise is also clearly linked to the eschatological text in Ezek 12:24-25(28), which
emphasises the fulfilment of the “word” (AaArjow ToUg Adyoug pou kail moujow); it
is not without significance that the fulfilment of the “word” means the removal of
false visions (6paotg Pevdnig) and those who proclaim a promising future to please
others (UavTevOUEVOG TA TIPOG XAPLY), i. €. false prophets. If the recipients of 2 Peter
were to recognise these intertextual references, it must be assumed that they were
well acquainted with the LXX in terms of content and form. Such a supposition
accompanies the narrator actually from 1:19, where he began, sometimes rather
enigmatically, to refer to the prophets.

107 This sequence follows from 2 Pet 2:19-20: the abandonment of immoral customs as a result of
coming to know Jesus Christ and the return to them as a result of a misinterpretation of Christian
liberty; See analysis of 2 Pet 2:19-20; cf. G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 968, who argues that
heteropraxy preceded heterodoxy.
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The references to formal elements of prophecies known from the Septuagint,
probably to add an archaic touch, is unusual compared to Peter’s other prophetic
and apocalyptic statements. Perhaps this formal stylisation was also inspired by the
Letter of Jude, where the characteristic prophetic exclamation ovai ‘woe’!% appears
in verse 11. Both Jude’s and Petrine stylisations allude to warning prophecies. In
Jude 11 the aspect of judgment and punishment is more prominent, in 2 Pet 3:4
the relationship between the promise and its fulfilment and the problem of God’s
apparent passivity. These issues were addressed earlier in 2 Peter, in particular in
2:3b, where the narrator argued that the judgment is not idle, and that the doom
that will befall heretics is not slumbering. Now Peter returns to this motif and aptly
summarises the arguments based on examples drawn from Jewish tradition (sinful
angels, the Flood, the punishment of Sodom and Gomorrah) and prepares the
audience for a full explanation of the eschatological hermeneutic applied previously
(3:5-7).

The rhetorical question: “where is” refers to “the promise of the parousia” émay-
yeAla tfig mapovoiag. Both terms already occurred in 2 Peter, but never together.
Neyrey'®
sia is quite unusual. In the NT it usually refers to the promise of the Holy Spirit
(Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4, 2:33.39, Gal 3:14, Eph 1:13), promises made to the patriarchs
(Acts 7:17, 13:32, 26:6, Rom 4:13, 9:4, 15:8, 2 Cor 7:1, Gal 3:16, Eph 2:12, Heb 6:12,
11:9) or to messianic promises fulfilled in Christ (Acts 13:23, Eph 3:6). One can
also find contexts similar to 1:4 with the term énayyelia, namely an individual,
personal eschatology related to the life to come (1 Tim 4:8, Heb 10:36). In exordium,
Peter specifies that this refers to “precious and great promises” of participation

points out that the use of the term “promise” in the context of the parou-

in “the divine nature” through an escape “from the corruption in the world” He
connects them with the baptismal gifts that make “a godly life” possible. In 2 Pet 3:4
the eschatological aspect of the promise is touched upon; it is linked to the parousia
and derived from the ST. For in the ST, ¢énayyeAia appears quite often in the context
of the promises God makes. Often these promises concern eschatology and the es-
chatological intervention of God himself (Isa 64:1-3, 66:15-16.18, Zech 14:1-7).11°
Once again, the narrator of 2 Peter seems to indicate that the promise of Jesus’
second coming is already encoded in Old Testament prophecies. It suffices to apply
to these prophecies the appropriate hermeneutics, which will be explained in the
subsequent paragraphs.!!!

108 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 197.

109 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 229.

110 E. Adams, “Where is the Promise of his Coming?” The Complaint of the Scoffers in 2 Peter 3:4, “New
Testament Studies” 51 (2005), no. 1, p. 110-111.

111 See F. Mickiewicz, List $w. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 312, who identifies here a promise spoken
by Jesus.
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Emtayyelia in 2 Pet 3:4 alludes to the verb émayyéAiopal from 2:19: the false
teachers make a promise of freedom that is not fulfilled, but rather is fulfilled
a rebours. The experience of ineffectiveness the heretics seem to transpose onto
God, whom they blasphemously accuse of inaction, asking, “where is the promise
of parousia?”

The term mapovoia is also used twice by the narrator of 2 Peter — once as a
verb (1:12) and a second time as a noun (1:16). Both uses can correspond with
the meaning of the parousia in 3:4. Clearly, the dominant understanding here is
based on the description of the transfiguration interpreted as an anticipation of
the eschatological reign of Jesus. The cosmic coming of Jesus Christ with power is
linked to his messianic prerogatives as a king and a judge received from God the
Father and is treated mainly in terms of future eschatology. The parousia may also be
interpreted as a presence, just as in 1:12 ndpovoa dinBeia - literally “present truth”
- is defined. This would mean that the parousia, the presence of Jesus understood
in terms of a fulfilled eschatology, is already taking place, albeit not in a spectacular
way. This is reminiscent of the claim concerning judgment and annihilation in 2:3b:
although seemingly nothing happens, after all, “judgment/sentence is not idle and
the destruction is not slumbering”.

False teachers misunderstand and misinterpret Christian eschatology, and de-
mand evidence concerning the parousia in both senses. This evidence was given in
chapter 1 (1:16-21): the accounts of the eyewitnesses of the transfiguration scene,
which is interpreted as the inauguration of Jesus’ eschatological reign, and the
Christocentric, parousia-oriented eschatological reinterpretation of the prophetic
teaching. In this part of the letter, therefore, the narrator no longer returns to them,
but shows how they are to be properly understood.

The narrator combines this evidence with a polemic against the arguments of
false teachers who, as shown earlier, derive their eschatological scepticism from
philosophy and associate it with the absence of God’s intervention in human history.
They mockingly point out that successive generations are dying, while nothing
has changed since the beginning of the world. Hence, they conclude that nothing
will change in the future either. This is the second - after the parousia in the
present and future sense — reference in this verse to 2 Pet 2:3b and the apparent
postponement of judgment and the slumbering destruction. These references mean
that 2 Pet 3:4 can be taken as a vituperative summary of the heretics’ ability to
correctly read the narrator’s argument so far - the false teachers, although they
knew the most famous stories about the punishment of sinful angels (2:4), the flood
that affected the ungodly and the rescue of Noah (2:5), the annihilation of Sodom
and Gomorrah and the rescue of Lot (3:6-8), and finally the humiliation of Balaam
(3:15-16), they were unable to apply a proper hermeneutic to these narratives and
see in them a foreshadowing of the judgment that would not only take place, but
was already taking place. Instead, they blasphemed (2:10-12a), which culminated
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in 3:4 where they accused God of being unfaithful to his promises and of not
intervening in history. Because of their blasphemy based on such a superficial view
of world history and their demand of the immediate fulfilment of God’s promises,
they are likened to “irrational beasts” (2:12b), unable or even unwilling (3:5a)
to understand the saving works of God undertaken since the beginning of the
world.

The argument of the heretics is quoted ironically, following the style of the
LXX. It begins with the expression ¢’ i, which was a common formula used to
indicate the limitation of time (Exod 9:18, 10:6, Deut 9:7, 1 Sam 7:2, 8:8, 29:3.6.8,
2 Sam 7:6, 1 Kings 8:16, 2 Kings 8:16, Jdt 12:16, 1 Macc 1:11, 9:27, PssSol 18:11.12,
Isa 7:17, Jer 7:25, 32:31, Ezek 20:5, 28:13.15, Luke 7:45, 8:2, Acts 20:18, 24:11,
Col 1:6.9), meaning simply ‘from’ or ‘since’'!? So, on the one hand, the limitation
refers to the time when “the fathers fell asleep”; on the other, it goes all the way
back to “the beginning of creation”. Although Bauckham considers such a double
temporal formula to be stylistically awkward,''® it can be regarded as another
example of adopting the style of the Septuagint through the use of parallelism.
In the synonymous parallelism a¢’ fig yap ol matépeg ekouibnoav — &’ apyiig
ktioewg “since the fathers fell asleep - since the beginning of creation’, the second
element clarifies the meaning of the first one. It is not a question of indicating
the time when fathers, that is ancestors, went to sleep, but of marking the very
distant past, as in the second element. Both elements would refer to the beginning
of creation, when the world and man were created (cf. Gen 2:4-7).

The very concept of matépeg “fathers” is interpreted in different ways. Some

commentators! '

argue it refers to the first generation of Christians; they link it to
the question in 3:4a: “where is the promise of the parousia?” The narrator, belonging
to the second or even third generation of followers of Jesus Christ, would thus recall
the unfulfilled hopes that have provoked and will always provoke heretics to mock
and draw false conclusions. Others''> advocate a broader understanding and rather
see in Peter’s matépeg references to the patriarchs, prophets, heroes from the ST,

especially those who witnessed the eschatological promises, the promises of the

112 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 970.

113 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 293.

114 See, inter alia, K.H. Schelkle, p. 224; ].N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of
Jude, p. 356; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 290-292; D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 285;
F Gryglewicz, Drugi List sw. Piotra, [in:] Listy katolickie, p. 299.

115 See, among others, D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 166; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 972; D.F. Watson,
T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 205; D.A. Keating, p. 409; PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter,
p. 670; E. Mickiewicz, List $w. Judy. Drugi List sw. Piotra, p. 313.
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Lord’s coming!!® or the ancestors of humanity in general,!'” which in the light
of the parallel and synonymous formulas “since the fathers fell asleep - since the
beginning of creation” — seems more justified.

Supporters of the hypothesis that matépeg are the deceased Christians cite the fact
that in Jewish tradition scoffers could raise arguments about the non-fulfilment of
God’s promises, this would be difficult in Christian circles. For Christians believed
that the promises given to the patriarchs and prophets had found fulfilment in Jesus
Christ. Only the promise of Christ’s second coming would remain to be fulfilled.''®
Bauckham!'!® argues that the narrator of 2 Peter, in reconstructing the mockery,
adapts the complaints about the non-fulfilment of God’s promises present in Jewish
apocalyptic. ApBaSyr 21:24-25, for example, quotes a prayer with the motif of
the immutability of history since the time of the patriarchs and a request for the
fulfilment of eschatological promises: “For there have been many years like those
that are desolate from the days of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and of all those
who are like them, who sleep in the earth, on whose account you did say that you
had created the world. And now quickly show Your glory, and do not defer what has
been promised by you”. Similar motifs are probably applied by Clement of Rome
when he expresses a wish: “Far from us be that which is written, Wretched are they
who are of a double mind, and of a doubting heart; who say, These things we have
heard even in the times of our fathers; but, behold, we have grown old, and none of
them has happened unto us” (I Clem. 23:3).

The apocalyptic convention of the text adopted by Peter allows Bauckham to inter-
pret 2 Pet 3:4 as a similar Christian complaint: behold, the eschatological promises
heard “in the days of our fathers” have not been fulfilled. In this context, “our
fathers” would indeed mean the immediate ancestors of the scoffers. However,
Bauckham points out that two major changes were made to the original apocalyptic
source, which should not be surprising if one considers Peter’s modifications of
Jude’s material. First — the narrator drops the possessive pronoun in the expression
“our fathers”, leaving only the noun. He thus wants to disassociate himself from the
scoffers (the phrase “our fathers” could be understood as a reference to common
roots) and to indicate that he means fathers in the Christian faith. Secondly - it
explicitly states that the fathers died, whereas the apocalyptic source texts only
suggest it.!?0 If the fathers are indeed the generation of the apostles, then one can

116 E. Adams, “Where is the Promise of his Coming?”, p. 113-114.

117 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 166-167 argues that both interpretations — the one referring to distant
ancestors and the one referring to the previous generation - are possible, although he himself
advocates the former.

118 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 290.

119 Ibid., p. 291-292.

120 Ibid., p. 291.
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link the disappointment at the lack of the parousia and the accusation of the non-
fulfilment of the promise to the statements of Jesus, who assured that “there are
some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming
in his kingdom” (Matt 16:28, 24:34, Mark 9:1, 13:30-31, Luke 9:27, 21:32-33, cf.
John 21:22-23). Also, the apostle Paul in 1 Thess 4:13-18 expressed faith in the
second coming of Christ while he is still alive and reassured the readers concerned
about the fate of those who died before the parousia.!?! This suggests that it is when
the apostolic generation dies that the promises should be regarded as unfulfilled.
Therefore, the mockery of the heretics would be based not only on the impression
that the promise was not fulfilled, but above all on the fact that the promise itself
pointed to a time of fulfilment, which had already passed.

As mentioned, inferences are sometimes drawn from the statement that “the
fathers” are the first generation of Christians regarding the time 2 Peter was written.
However, it is not clear from 2 Pet 3:4 how much time had passed since the death
of the fathers. It is possible that the mockery occurred towards the end of the life of
the first generation of Christ’s followers, when eschatological expectations soared,
which could date the letter back to the end of the first century. As Bauckham notes, it
was at the end of the first century that the hope of Christ’s second coming grew year
by year,'??
of Christians. In these circumstances, every year of delay seemed a long time, and
the mockery of the false teachers quite natural. However, at the turn of the second
century. Hermas in The Shepherd describes a vision in which closely connected
white stones symbolise the apostles and the first generation of bishops, teachers
and deacons; “Some of them have fallen asleep, and some still remain alive. And
they have always agreed with each other” (Vision 3:5), and in the second century
the author of 2 Clem. 11:2, who almost literally quotes words from 1 Clem. 23:3,
states: “For the prophetic word also declares, Wretched are those of a double mind,
and who doubt in their heart, who say, All these things have we heard even in the
times of our fathers; but though we have waited day by day, we have seen none
of them [accomplished]”. This, in turn, could suggest that 2 Peter was written in
the second century, although generally in the second century the question of the
delayed parousia was no longer raised.'?

Another hypothesis seems more convincing: matépeg denote ancestors in general.
In the intertestamental and New Testament literature, such references to the “fathers”
were regarded as equivalent to evocations of the past and the historical-religious
heritage. 1 En 99:14 warns: “Woe to them who reject the measure and eternal

which was inversely proportional to the departure of the first generation

121 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 356.
122 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 291.
123 Tbid., p. 293.
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heritage of their fathers”. PssSol 9:18 demonstrates the unchangeability of God’s
covenant and evocatively relates it to the present: “Thou madest a covenant with
our fathers concerning us” (see Matt 23:30.32, Luke 1:55, 6:23.26, 11:47, John 4:20,
6:31.49.58, Acts 3:13.25,7:2.11.12.15.19.39.45.51-52, 13:17.32, 15:10, 26:6, 28:25,
Rom 9:5, 1 Cor 10:1, Heb 1:1, 3:9). Josephus Flavius, too, refers to “observances
by succession from their fathers (matépeg), which are not written in the laws of
Moses: and for that reason it is, that the Sadducees reject them” (Ant. XIII 10:6).
Early Christian literature continues this understanding of “the fathers” It associates
this term primarily with the patriarchs and righteous men of the ST. The Epistle
of Barnabas, applying a Christocentric hermeneutic, relates the promises given
to the fathers by the prophets to Christ and transfers them to Christians: “The
prophets, having obtained grace from Him, prophesied concerning Him. And He
(since it behooved Him to appear in flesh), that He might abolish death, and reveal
the resurrection from the dead, endured [what and as He did], in order that He
might fulfil the promise made unto the fathers” (Barn. 5:7). In EpAp 27[38] Christ
himself, interpreting his descent into the abyss, calls the prophets the fathers: “For
to that end went I down unto the place of Lazarus, and preached unto the righteous
[fathers] and the prophets, that they might come out of the rest which is below
and come up into that which is above”. This brings the apostles peace about the
fate of the departed fathers, i. e. the patriarchs and prophets, and joy: “Lord, thou
hast given unto us the rest of life and hast given us <joy?> by wonders, unto the
confirmation of faith: wilt thou now preach the same unto us, seeing that thou hast
preached it unto the <righteous> [fathers] and the prophets?” (EpAp 28(39)). Even
this simple comparison shows that in early Christian circles, from the NT writings
onwards, the Jewish tradition of naming the patriarchs and prophets as the fathers
was adopted to show the continuity of the heritage and the validity of the promises.
It is not often that this term is applied to the first generation of Christians.'** An
exception, though not entirely certain, is the text in 2 Clem. 19:4 (“rising up to life
again with the fathers he will rejoice for ever without a grief”), in which the term
“fathers” can denote deceased Christians, but it just as likely, if not more certain,
refers to the patriarchs, prophets and righteous men of the OT.!?

However, it seems that the narrator of 2 Peter does not limit the concept of
“fathers” to the patriarchs and prophets of Israel. He also includes the ancestors of
all mankind,'?® to Adam considered the father of all humans. It is no coincidence
that ST texts refer to humans in general as “sons of Adam” (LXX - Deut 32:8,
Tob 8:6, Odes of Solomon 2:8, Sir 40:1, cf. Sir 49:16). This reference to Adam

124 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 972.
125 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 290.
126 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 205.
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corresponds with the second element of the parallelism - the beginnings of creation.
The stylisation of Old Testament prophecy is also not insignificant here; it ensures
that the recipients of the letter recognise in the term matépeg the sense it has in Old
Testament contexts similar to Peter’s.

The whole parallel formula ad’ fig yap oi matépeg ékopriunoav — at'apyfig Kti-
oewg is thus intended to refer to the ancient past, even to the beginnings of the
world. The second part of the construction leaves no doubt about this. A simi-
lar formula referring to “the beginning of creation” is used in Mark 10:6, 13:16,
Rom 1:20 and Barn. 15:3. But this two-element phrase in 2 Pet 3:4b has not only a
temporal meaning. It also suggests stagnation, a lack of dynamism, a lack of any
progression. This is clearly indicated by the verbs ékowpurjunoav “fell asleep” and
Slapével “remains, continues”. One can see here a chiastic polemic of the false
teachers against Peter’s claim in 2:3b. This confirms the earlier thesis that 3:4b sums
up all of Peter’s argumentation derived from the Old Testament, which the heretics
failed to understand:

A. The judgment “is not idle”
B. annihilation “is not slumbering”
B’ fathers “fell asleep”

A “all things have remained the same”.

The verb xotudopat is used here as a euphemistic term for death and/or burial. This
was a common practice in Jewish tradition (cf. LXX 1 Kings 2:10, 11:21.43, 14:31,
15:8.24, 16:6.28, 22:40.51, 2 Kings 8:24, 10:35, 13:9.13, 14:16.29, 15:7.22.38, 16:20,
20:21, Isa 14:18, 43:17, Lam 2:21, Ezek 32:27.29.30, Job 21:13, Sir 46:19), so this eu-
phemism can be considered an element of styling. The image of death as a dream be-
came popular in the New Testament tradition (Matt 27:52, John 11:11-13, Acts 7:20,
13:36, 1 Cor 15:6.18.20.51, 1 Thess 4:13-15) and early Christianity (I Clem. 44:2,
The Shepherd: Vision 3:5, 3:11, Commandment 4:4, Similitude 9:15, 9:16).

The phrase ndvta o0Twe Stapével @’ dpyfc ktioews has primarily a temporal
meaning: since the act of creation of the world, i. e. since the beginning of creation,
nothing changes, everything continues in the same way. This means that, in the view
of the false teachers, God’s only activity in relation to the world was the creation.'”’
However, this is somehow overlaid by Epicurean philosophy as one of the sources of
the teachings of the heretics.'?® This is indicated by the verb Stapévw ‘remain, abide’

127 Otherwise A. Vogtle, Das Neue Testament und die Zukunft des Kosmos, Diisseldorf 1970, p. 132-133,
who argues that the second part of the parallelism is an introduction to the polemical argumentation
against the false teachers” claim in vv. 5-7, which begins with a reference to the origin story; after:
R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 293.

128 Ibid., p. 295; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 973.
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in ind. praes., which suggests that since the world was created (&’ apxfic ktioewg
“from the beginning of creation”), it still remains in the same (o0twg alike) form
and shape. For Epicurus, in the Epistle to Herodotus cited by Diogenes Laertius
(Lives of Eminent Philosophers X 39.77) , states:

the sum total of things was always such as it is now, and such it will ever remain. For there
is nothing into which it can change. For outside the sum of things there is nothing which
could enter into it and bring about the change. [...] we are bound to believe that in the
sky revolutions, solstices, eclipses, risings and settings, and the like, take place without
the ministration or command, either now or in the future, of any being who at the same
time enjoys perfect bliss along with immortality. For troubles and anxieties and feelings
of anger and partiality do not accord with bliss, but always imply weakness and fear and

dependence upon one’s neighbours.

This would confirm earlier suggestions that the teaching of the false teachers is
an attempt to make Christianity a heresy, or one of the philosophical schools, and
thus part of its paganization.!?® The narrator of 2 Peter, however, has no intention
of debating his opponents on a philosophical level. On the contrary, he returns to
the teaching of the prophets and apostles, which had already been contrasted with
oecodlopévol pvbol “cleverly devised myths” (1:16) and miaotoi Adyol “deceptive
words” (2:3). Since the author clearly passed his opinion in 2:19 against the pagani-
zation of Christianity and against putting it on a par with the philosophical schools,
he no longer needed to remind the readers about this and could concentrate on
explaining the prophetic message using an eschatological hermeneutic (3:5-7).
This does not mean, however, that he completely abandoned the philosophical
implications. Indeed, it may be noted that the arguments against the heretics, al-
though based on Jewish tradition, are reminiscent of the views of Plato, which are
particularly close to those of Peter.

2.10 Ds. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:5-7)

>For it hides/it escapes notice from them who wish [it]/deliberately ignore, that the
heavens existed/were of old, and the earth out of water and by water [together with them]
stood [and stands] through the word of God, 6By which the then world, deluged in water,
was destroyed. “But now the heavens and the earth by the same word [were] and are
gathered together, preserved for fire for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly

men.
129 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:19.
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In arguing against the claims of heretics who accuse God of inaction and
who see the world as unchanging, the narrator of 2 Peter draws primarily on
prophetic teaching. He shows how it should be construed in the light of the
eschatological hermeneutic. He himself, as stated, had already applied it more
discreetly in 2:4-8, allowing his audience to see in the events a commentary
on 2:3b about a judgment that is not idle and a doom that is not slumber-
ing, and thus an anticipation of eschatological judgment. The narrator used
his methodology based on the conviction that prophecy requires a twofold
interpretation: an internal or homodiegetic prophecy, and an external het-
erodiegetic one (cf. 2 Pet 1:20-21)."%° Whereas in 2:4-8 the former was more
noticeable, focusing on the protagonists of the stories of the Flood and Sodom
and Gomorrah, who correctly or incorrectly interpreted God’s warnings and
prophecies of judgement, now the latter is in the foreground, allowing us to
see in the events of the past a typological foreshadowing of the eschatological
future.

This is compounded by the discrediting of false teachers in two ways. First,
the narrator of 2 Peter shows that the thinking of the heretics is tainted because
it is based on incomplete assumptions. Watson and Callan call this thinking an
enthymeme.'®! It turns out the false teaching is not supported by neither Scripture
nor the Jewish tradition, and consequently it significantly limits the prophetic
message. Furthermore, the arguments of the false teachers can by no means be
derived from Greek philosophy, or at least from the views close to Peter: Platonism
and Stoicism. Thus, the ambition to paganise Christianity and make it one of the
philosophical schools, i. e. a heresy, is ridiculed (cf. 2 Pet 2:1).

The axis of the whole passage 2 Pet 2:5-7 is undoubtedly verse 6, which links
Peter’s ktiseological reflection with eschatology. It also best illustrates and explains
Peter’s typology and hermeneutics:

A. ktiseology: the heavens, (water) and earth were created by the word of God
(verse 5b);

B. by the word of God the world was destroyed with a flood (verse 6);
A’ eschatology: heaven and earth are preserved for the day of judgement, when
they will be destroyed by the word of God with fire (verse 7).

Furthermore, verse 6 becomes the common element of two parallelisms. The first -
antithetical parallelism based on the chiasm - is formed with verse 5:

130 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:20-21.
131 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 205-206.
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a. “the heavens existed/were of old, and the earth out of water and by water [together
with them] stood [and stands]” (creation);

b. “through the word of God”;

b. “by the word of God”;
a. “the world, deluged by water, was destroyed” (destruction).

The second parallelism is formed with verse 7. It is based on an analogy and gra-
dation of the causes, magnitude and consequences of the cosmic catastrophe that
occurred in the past (“then”) and the one that is “now” approaching:

a. “the then world, deluged by water, was destroyed”;
b. “now the heavens and the earth by the same word [were] and are gathered
together, preserved for fire for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly

»

men.

The fundamental difference that this parallelism exposes is the magnitude of the
catastrophe. During the Flood, the material world was destroyed; the final judge-
ment and accompanying destruction will also include the spiritual world.

The reminder of the prophetic teaching in verse 3:5a begins the narrator of 2 Peter
rather uncharacteristically - pointing out to the heretics that their accusations
formulated in 3:3-4 are based not on sound grounds, but on wishful thinking, a
desire for things to be as they teach. The translation of the whole of verse 5a AavBdvet
yap avtovg todto BéAovtag may cause some difficulty because of the form of the
verb AavBdvw - 3 sg. ind. praes. act. (AavBdvel) ‘ignores;, ‘hides, ‘forgets, ‘overlooks,
‘overlooks’ (cf. Luke 8:47, Acts 26:26, Heb 13:2). It is impossible to clearly identify
the subject here.'*> For grammatical reasons, only the pronoun to07o fits. A literal
translation of the text would then read: “For it hides/it escapes notice from them
wishing”, which should be understood as “this hides/is hidden from their will/
want/desire”. The pronoun tofito would refer to the true prophetic teaching on
the creation and changeability of the world, which will be cited in verse 5b, and
the participle 8éAovteg to verse 4b, where a heretical cosmological conception is
presented, based only on the will of false teachers wanting God not to intervene in
the history of the world and not to think of judgment on the world. Most translators,
however, translate the phrase AavBdvet yap avtodg toito 6élovtag as if the false
teachers are the subject of verse 5a and the verb AavBdvw, while the pronoun todto
is interpreted as a direct complement.!3> While such a translation accentuates the

132 D.]. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 286 even argues that this is a construction without the subject.

133 “But they deliberately forget that” (NIV); “For this they willingly are ignorant of” (KJV); “For they
deliberately overlook this fact” (ESV); “For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that”
(NASV).
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ignorance of the heretics, it does not sufficiently emphasise their will, which seems
of great importance for Peter. The participle 6éAovteg refers to 2 Pet 1:20-21, where
true and false prophecies are described. The true prophecy does not result from the
will of man BeAfjuatt avBpwmov and bears no trace of the prophet’s interference
with God’s word. Thus, a cosmology created by the will of heretics who weaken
the prophetic teaching and consequently the word of God cannot be inspired and
therefore true and reliable. Equally unreliable are their claims against eschatology.
The will of the false teachers mentioned in 3:5a fits well with the theological and
inspirational understanding of the term €miBupiat in 3:3. It confirms that heretics
in their reinterpretation of Christianity follow their own desires katd tag i8iag
gmbupiag adTév mopevdpevor, 3

Treating the pronoun to07o as the subject of 3:5a corresponds with the apoca-
lyptic style. Although the verbs used here are in the present tense, they should be
read as referring to the description of the future initiated in 3:3.1%°

In 3:5b the correct prophetic teaching is given. There is a clear reference to
3:4b and the immutability of all things am apyf¢ kticewg “from the beginning of
creation”!*® From creation, then, Peter begins his confrontational presentation. He
states that ovpavoi foav éknodat “the heavens existed/were of old”. As G.L. Green
notes,'?” the verb foav implies the act of creating the heavens (cf. John 17:5). It is
accompanied with a rare adverb ékmaiat, which was already used in 2:3b. At that
time it was translated in the context of a judgment that had been made “of old” or
was taking a long time to be fulfilled. Now éxmaAat can be translated as “of old”: “the
heavens existed/were of old”. This lexical reference to 2:3b does not seem accidental.
As mentioned repeatedly, Peter’s aim is to prove the thesis that “judgment is not
idle and the destruction is not slumbering”. Just as the heavens existed “of old”, the
judgment was also made “of old/long ago’, even before the creation of the earth,
on those who question the eschatology present in God’s plans - paradoxically - as
early as the creation of the world. The narrator thus returns to the characteristic
apocalyptic connection between protology and ktiseology and eschatology that was
present in 2:3b.

What is notable in Peter’s presentation is the separation of the account about the
heavens, which “existed of old”, from the description of the creation of the earth.
Perhaps this is a clue to treat the heavens more broadly than simply as a reference to
the firmament or the statement in Gen 1:1: v dpyfj émoinoev 6 Bedg TOV oVLPAVOV

134 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:3.

135 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 296, favouring a translation that makes the false teachers the subject
of 5a, the author argues that the narrator abandons the previous prophetic convention and reverts
to a description of his contemporary heretics.

136 Ibid.

137 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 976-977.
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kal ™V yfv “In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth”!*® Of course,
biblical literature often uses such “separating” phraseology to mean simply the
creation of the world (Ps 33[32]:6-8, 136[135]:5-6; in reverse order the earth and
heavens appear in Prov 8:23-39); early Christian writers do likewise: “Lo, the God
of powers, who by His invisible strong power and great wisdom has created the
world, and by His glorious counsel has surrounded His creation with beauty, and
by His strong word has fixed the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth upon
the waters” (The Shepherd, Vision 1:3). However, if one considers the entirety of
Peter’s present polemic based on the citation of the same examples as in 2:4-8, one
can assume that the Jewish apocalyptic tradition of the creation of the heavens and
the angels who inhabit them on the first day of creation, and thus before the earth
—i.e. the dry land - emerged from the waters on the third day (cf. Jub 2:2-6), is
behind this separation. Thus, the narrator of 2 Peter would be evoking the first of
the examples in 2:4-8 - the angels, which included those who later sinned (2:4).
He also refers to it in 3:7.

The image of the earth yfj which ¢£ H8atog xai 8t H8atog cuvesTdon T¢) ToD Be0D
AOyw “out of water and by water [together with them] stood [and stands] through
the word of God” is a preparation for explaining the eschatological significance
of the second example from chapter 2: the Flood. After describing the first day
of creation, the narrator of 2 Peter goes straight to the tradition concerning the
third day. He uses, as can be seen, an elliptical narrative;'® for he does not speak
explicitly of the events of day two. However, they can be reconstructed on the basis
of biblical texts (e.g. Gen 1:6-8) and apocalyptic tradition (e. g. Jub 2:4). Peter
alludes to the same sources for his sparing but sufficiently figurative references to
the third day, which take the form of two prepositional phrases: ¢€ 08atog and 8t
v8aroc.

The first expression is quite obvious: ¢€ b8atog evokes that moment when the
earth — dry land - emerges from the waters separated on the second day from the
lower waters on the third day. The biblical text — Gen 1:9-10 - is rather laconic, as
is 4 Ezra 6:42: “On the third day thou didst command the waters to be gathered
together in the seventh part of the earth; six parts thou didst dry up and keep so
that some of them might be planted and cultivated and be of service before thee”.

138 2 Pet 33:5b is considered a general reference to Gen 1:1 by, among others, J.N.D. Kelly, A Commen-
tary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 358-359; D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter,
p- 206; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 169; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 297; Bauckham believes that
this clause contains no suggestion that the heavens were created before the earth, but is a reminder
of the act of creating the heavens and the earth. To support it, he cites Middle Eastern mythology in
which the whole world - heaven and earth — emerged from the primordial ocean (cf. Gen 1:2.6-7).
139 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 979.
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More details that might be helpful for interpreting the phrase 8U 08atog are given
in Jub 2:5-7:

And on the third day He commanded the waters to pass from off the face of the whole earth
into one place, and the dry land to appear. And the waters did so as He commanded them,
and they retired from off the face of the earth into one place outside of this firmament,
and the dry land appeared. And on that day He created for them all the seas according
to their separate gathering-places, and all the rivers, and the gatherings of the waters in
the mountains and on all the earth, and all the lakes, and all the dew of the earth, and
the seed which is sown, and all sprouting things, and fruit-bearing trees, and trees of the
wood, and the garden of Eden, in Eden and all plants after their kind.

The second expression 8t 8atog “by/through water”, “due/thanks to water” is
definitely more difficult to explain. There are sometimes attempts to interpret the
preposition 8id as in indication of a location “in the midst of the water” or “through/
across the water”, which matches the image of creation, although in Gen 1:6 the
expression ¢v péow'? appears in a similar context. One can see here a comitative
meaning “together with water”, which on the one hand corresponds with the verb
ouvioTnyL ‘to retain, set together’;141 on the other hand, the presence of two dif-
ferent prepositions — 8td and oUv — when expressing the same thought is at least
questionable. Finally, it is possible to understand the expression 8t H8atog in a
causative-instrumental way “due/thanks to water”. The latter variant, which already
appears in patristic commentaries, e. g. Hilary of Arles'*? and Bede the Venera-
ble,'** has the most supporters, who, however, disagree on further details. Does the
phrase “due/thanks to water” indicate the rain by which the earth is irrigated and
thus life is sustained on it? Or does “due/thanks to water” refer to that moment when
the waters, at God’s command, gathered in designated places and thus the earth
was able to emerge? Or does the phrase “due/thanks to water” describe the way in
which the earth now exists, floating on water? The first version is the least likely.
Versions two and three allude to different renditions of the Jewish ktiseological

140 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 297.

141 D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 286.

142 Treaties on the Seven Catholic Epistles: ,,All creation took its origin from water. It was hardened
to become earth, or rose up to become heaven”; Ojcowie Kosciola komentujg Biblig, p. 144. In a
similar vein, M. Luther put it: “the heaven was made from the water, and there was water above
and beneath, but the earth is made and stands in the water [...]. Therefore if God did not sustain it,
it must all soon fall down and sink into the water”; The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude Preached
and Explained by Martin Luther 111 (V.5, 6).

143 “Everything is permeated by water, as is the body of living beings — by the blood flowing in it. It is
difficult to imagine otherwise”; Ojcowie Kosciola komentujg Biblie, p. 144.
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tradition. Indeed, it can be argued that the earth was created and exists because of
the waters that were gathered by God first in one place, as in Gen 1:9-10, and then
the seas, lakes and soil-irrigating rivers and streams etc.'** were created from them,
according to the Book of Jubilees. But it can also be argued that the earth floats on
the surface of the sea, as Ps 24[23]:2, 136[135]:6 and 2 En 47:5 state: “The Lord has
placed the foundations in the unknown, and has spread forth heavens visible and
invisible; he fixed the earth on the waters”

It is clear from the above summary that the whole expression ¢£ b8atog kai 8t
08atog can be interpreted in term of chronology or as an explanation.'* In the
first case, the idea would be to mark two moments: the emergence of dry land from
water (¢€ D8atoc) and the preservation of land by water (8t b8atog). In the second
case, if xai is interpreted as an epexegetical conjunction (kai explicativum), the
whole expression means “the earth from water”, i. e. it came into being through
water, and refers to the single moment described in Gen 1:9 (and in related verses).

Verse 5 ends with the concluding formula cuveot®doa T¢ To0 B0 Adyw ‘to set
together with the word of God’ Although formally part. perf. act. suveot®doa refers
to “the earth’, it actually refers to both or even three elements: heaven and earth
or heaven, water and earth. The use of the non-transitive verb ouvieTnut ‘to stand
with someone) ‘to stand together, ‘to exist together’ in a ktiseological context is
not uncommon, especially in intertestamental literature. It appears, for example,
in 1 En 101:6-7: “Are not the entire sea and all its waters, and all its movements,
the work of the Most High, and has He not set limits to its doings, and confined
it throughout by the sand?” The perfective form in 2 Pet 3:5b, however, implies
that the narrator is not simply stating the fact that in the past the heavens, waters
and earth were set together, but that they still stand together. However, it is not a
matter of setting these elements up, leaving them unattended and allowing them
to continue as they were set up. On the contrary, it is about showing that their
continuance depends on the word of God, which does not at all mean immutability,
as verse 6 argues.

Of key importance here is the expression 7() T00 8200 A6yw, which is emphasised
by its designated final position. The dative T Adyw is to be interpreted simultane-
ously as dativus causae indicating the word of God as the cause of the existence of
heaven, water and earth, and as instrumentalis indicating the instrument through

144 Gen 1:9-10 is also referred to by M. Luther: “For God spoke a word of power when he said, ‘let
the waters under the heavens gather themselves into a separate place, that the dry land may be
seen;’ that is, let the water put itself aside and give room for the earth to come forth, whereon man
might dwell, - yet naturally the waters should spread themselves over the earth. Therefore this is,
at the present day, one of the greatest miracles that God works”; The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude
Preached and Explained by Martin Luther 111 (V.5, 6).

145 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 170.
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which the world came into being and by which it exists. This means that, contrary
to the claim of the false teachers, the continuance of the world and its stability is
not the result of God’s inaction. On the contrary, His active power and interest in
the world is manifested, on the one hand, in the preservation of the world,'*® on
the other hand, in the possibility of its destruction (verse 6 and 7).

The motif of the creation and maintenance of heaven and earth by God’s word
appears very often in Jewish tradition, both in biblical literature (e. g. Gen 1:1-30,
Ps 33[32]:6-9, 148:5-6, Wis 9:1) and in intertestamental apocalyptic literature
(4 Ezra 6:38.43: “O Lord, thou didst speak at the beginning of creation, and didst
say on the first day, ‘Let heaven and earth be made, and thy word accomplished
the work. [...] For thy word went forth, and at once the work was done”); later
also in Christian tradition and New Testament writings (John 1:1-3, Heb 1:3). The
idea of God sustaining by his word and/or will the existence of the world resounds
particularly strongly in the Sapiential literature. Sir 43:5-26.33 lists the various
elements of creation, praises their beauty and, like a refrain, repeats in various
variations that they were all created and function by the word and will of God.
Attention is particularly drawn to Sir 43:26b, where a formula almost identical
to 2 Pet 3:5b appears: kai év Adyw avtod ovykettal Ta ndvta “and at his bidding
accomplishes [all]”

Behind the idea that God sustains the existence of the world is the conviction
that God’s constant care extends also to man (cf. 2 Pet 3:9.14). This is expressed in a
way close to Peter by Philo of Alexandria, who described in Quis rerum divinarum
heres sit [Who is Heir of Divine Things] XII 58 the persistence of the human race
which, like all creation, could not exist and function without God’s providence: “the
body, which is filled with blood, being of itself easily dissolved and dead, has its
existence through, and is kept alive by, the providence of God, who holds his arm
and shield of defence over it, while our race cannot, by any resources of its own,
exist in a state of firmness and safety”. In addition to the Jewish sapiential tradition,
the influence of the views of Plato and the Stoics can be seen here.

If Peter’s polemic against the false teachers is transferred to the philosophical
plane, it can be seen that his argumentation also converges with some of Plato’s
views. This convergence between Christian ktiseological and providential concepts
and Platonism was also noted by Justin Martyr: “For while we say that all things
have been produced and arranged into a world by God, we shall seem to utter the
doctrine of Plato” (The First Apology 20). It is difficult to say unequivocally whether
this coincidence is accidental or intentional. Although the explanation is primarily
based on the teaching of the prophets and Jewish tradition, the narrator of 2 Peter
is well aware of these similarities and uses them as a polemical and vituperative

146 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 978.
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element designed to ridicule and discredit the heretics. The false teachers, although
they would like to transform Christianity into one of the philosophical schools,
ignore the most popular currents of Greek philosophy, those close to Peter and
which Peter - according to his strategy — subjects to Christianisation.

It is noteworthy that Peter’s description of heretics and their views resembles the
characterisation of blasphemers in Plato’s Laws. Blasphemy can be committed by a
person who either “thought that there were no Gods, or that they did not care about
men, or that they were easily appeased by sacrifices and prayers” (Laws X). The
cause of the ungodliness of the blasphemers is “they rush into impiety only from a
love of sensual pleasure. [...] A very grievous sort of ignorance which is imagined
to be the greatest wisdom” (Laws X) when in fact they do not understand correctly,
but rely on erroneous reasoning. Further, Plato argues against the blasphemers who
do not believe that the gods care about humans that the world is not stagnant and
unchanging, but is in constant motion. This movement is, of course, purposeful and
orderly. And this fact alone is to prove that the world must be directed by spiritual
beings, more perfect than man, that is gods, who watch over it and govern it.!*’
These perfect gods also take care of human affairs. He who thinks otherwise, who
acknowledges that the gods exist but denies that they care for human affairs, thinks
that the gods exist but despise human affairs and do not care for them altogether,
must be protected, lest this view should bring upon him a heavier impiety and
that the threatening danger may be averted. Plato’s and Peter’s strategies are very
similar here. For protection consists in explaining and convincing the authors of
this blasphemous view, and those who believed them, that the gods care about
human affairs, since they care about minor things perhaps even more than about
great things. Since the gods possess the fullness of all perfection and virtue it is
in their nature to exercise care over the world. If the gods did not take care of the
world and humans, they would prove to be careless, lazy and indolent, and these are
vices that are not befitting of the gods. Rather, the gods should be seen as bearers of
virtue, or in this case, activity; for virtue cannot mean any negligence in action.!
Plato insists that it should not be said of a god that he has a disposition which he
himself hates, and one should not in any way allow similar things to be told about
him. In other words, if the gods did not exercise providence, they could not be
called gods, because there would be no order in the world to reveal their existence
and nature to man.'*

Similar views were propounded by the Stoics. According to them, God is “a living
being, immortal, rational, perfect or intelligent in happiness, admitting nothing

147 T. Stepien, Opatrznos¢ Boza w mysli filozoféw. O mozliwosci udowodnienia istnienia Opatrznosci z
porzgdku swiata, “Warszawskie Studia Teologiczne” 19 (2006), p. 93.

148 Ibid., p. 94.

149 Ibid.
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evil [into him], taking providential care of the world and all that therein is’, reports
Diogenes Laertius in the Lives and Eminent Philosophers V1I:1, dedicated to the
Stoics (Zeno).

Verse 6, central to the passage 3:5-7, refers not only to the content of verse 5,
but also its formal and rhetorical aspect through the introductory phrase 8t 6v.
The rhetorical devices — antithetical parallelism and chiastic construction — have
already been discussed. This passage clarifies why the word of God is mentioned at
the very end of the explanation about God’s creative and sustaining function in the
world. For the narrator, after a ktiseological reflection and before eschatological
issues in verse 7, makes use of the typological account of the Flood, which reveals
the destructive potential of God’s word. He alludes to the diluvial motif of 2:5,
although he abandons the reinterpretation of this story on an intradiegetic level
and remains only with an external interpretation subordinated to an eschatological
hermeneutic. However, the linking of 2 Pet 2:5 and 3:6 takes place not only at the
motivic level, but also at the lexical level, which facilitates the understanding of the
narrator’s interpretative strategy:

2 Pet2:5 2 Pet 3:6

Kat 8L 6v

apxatou k6opou 0 TOTE KOOPOG

o0k épeioato

KATAKAUGHOV 08atL katakAuoBelg
KOOPW AoEBOV

£magag ATIWAETO

If By/through which
of the ancient world the then world,
was not spared,

flood deluged/flooded with water,
to the world of the ungodly

having brought was destroyed

In 2:5 the earth destroyed by the Flood is called épyatog kéopog “the ancient/old
world” and xéopog doepdv “the world of the ungodly” In 3:6 the noun kéopog
has no attributes, but the proverbial pronoun tdte “then” not only clearly indicates
the diluvial narrative used earlier, but also allows the attributes from 2:5!°° to be
assigned to the noun kéopog. The adjective apyaiog would indicate in this context
that it is precisely the world created “in the beginning” év apxfj, the noun doeB@mv
would indicate the cause of the destruction - the conduct of the ungodly. This

150 A slightly different interpretation of this pronoun is given by G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter,
p. 981-982; he argues that t6te here has an adjectival meaning and denotes “at that time”
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transposition renders pointless the dispute mentioned by R. Bauckham,'>! whether
in 2 Pet 3:6 the narrator has the whole material world in mind, as the source text of
Gen 7:21.23 would suggest, or only the people.'>?

The process of destruction itself is described similarly in both Peter’s accounts. In
2 Pet 2:5 three terms are used: o0k €deioato “not spared’; énagag “having brought’,
katakAvopdg “flood”; in 2 Pet 3:6 also three: B8att “by water”, kataxivobeig “sunk/
flooded”, anwieto “was destroyed”. In both cases the agent is God; in 2:5, however,
this is expressed explicitly: “God (the subject remains the same as in 2:4) did not
spare, having brought the flood”; in 3:6 the agens is implicit in passivum theo-
logicum of the verbs katakAvoBeic, anwieto and in the key expression here 8t
6v “by which” referring to “the word of God”. The use of aorist emphasises that
the destruction was complete, but also a unique event. In the history of the world,
indeed, the Flood was not repeated, but here the point is rather to indicate that
the cosmic catastrophe in eschatological times, with all the analogies inherent in
the typology, will nevertheless have a different character, a different course and a
different scope beyond the material world. Nevertheless, it will also be a complete
destruction and a unique event.

The manner of destruction in 3:6 is redundantly described as “flooding with
water”, But it seems that the addition of the seemingly redundant dat. instrumentalis
08ati is not a stylistic awkwardness, but, on the one hand, a reference to 3:5 and the
water from and through which the earth was formed, and, on the other, a contrast
with the destruction by fire described in the next verse.

It is worth noting here the verb xataxA0{w, which is a New Testament hapax
legomenon.'> However, it occurs in the LXX, e. g. in Wis 10:4, and thus in the same
text referred to by Peter in his first diluvial narrative, describing Noah as “a preacher
of righteousness” !>

The verb anéAivut, meaning ‘destruction, ‘doomy’ and ‘death;, plays a significant
role in 3:6. In the intertestamental and New Testament literature (1 Cor 1:18,
2 Cor 2:15, 4:3, 2 Thess 2:10, John 3:16, 10:28, 17:12, cf. John 4:12) it occurs most
often in an eschatological context, as does the noun anwieta. It is of particular
importance in Jude 5, where it is juxtaposed as an antonym to the verb c(lw
and used in the anagogical typology.!® In 2 Pet 3:6, it is no accident that it is
assigned a final position. Firstly, so as to give further prominence to its eschatological

151 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 298.

152 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 171 draws attention to the narrator’s transition from “heaven and earth”
to “cosmos”. He considers these to be significant; for “heaven and earth” would refer to everything
created, “cosmos” only to humans.

153 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 299.

154 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:5b.

155 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 127, 129.
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significance, which is needed for a proper interpretation of the diluvian narrative
according to Peter’s hermeneutic. This is facilitated by the reference to 2 Pet 2:1.3,
3:16, where the noun anwAela occurs to describe the final fate of the false teachers.
Secondly, the juxtaposition with the expression ¢ to0 800 Adyw having the same
final position in verse 5 and with the expression 8 §v in its primary position in
verse 6 exposes the main theological thought of 3:5-6: “the word of God”, which has
the power to create, also has the power to destroy the world. In NA28, this thought
is already exposed in the text taken as normative through the expression 8t v with
the relative pronoun in acc. sg., referring explicitly to “the word of God” in verse 5.
In previous editions (NA26 and NA27), the version 8t &v with the pronoun in gen.
pl. based, among others, on P”> x A B C W 048. 33. 81. 307. 1611. 1735. 1739 (the
version with acc. sg. appears in the critical apparatus).'>®

The idea of God’s word that creates and destroys is taken from the Jewish apoca-
lyptic tradition, which is also mentioned in I Clem. 27:4'*7: “By the word of His
might He established all things, and by His word He can overthrow them’”. In
1 En 101:6-7, the description of the work of creation is followed by a description of
the work of destruction, and the contrast between the one and the other is deepened
by reference to the creation of the seas and the land, as in 2 Pet 3:5, and to destruc-
tion by drought: “Are not the entire sea and all its waters, and all its movements,
the work of the Most High, and has He not set limits to its doings, and confined it
throughout by the sand? And at His reproof it is afraid and dries up, and all its fish
die and all that is in it”.

The integration of ktiseological themes with eschatology is for the Jewish apoca-
lyptic tradition just as characteristic as combining the motif of creation and destruc-
tion. The Book of Jubilees refers several times in different ways to the beginning
and the end of the world. “And do thou write down for thyself all these words which
I declare unto thee on this mountain, the first and the last, which shall come to
pass in all the divisions of the days in the law and in the testimony and in the weeks
and the jubilees unto eternity” (Jub 1:25) - God commands Moses. He directs a
similar command to the angel of presence: “Write for Moses from the beginning
of creation till My sanctuary has been built among them for all eternity. And the
Lord will appear to the eyes of all, and all shall know that I am the God of Israel
and the Father of all the children of Jacob, and King on Mount Zion for all eternity”
(Jub 1:26-27). In 4 Ezra 6:6 God declares: “they were made through me and not
through another, just as the end shall come through me and not through another” If
one superimposes the ktiseological-eschatological and creation-destructive themes,

156 In most commentaries based on NA27 and earlier, there is a discussion about how to understand
the plural form in the expression 8t @v. The adoption of the version 8t 8v renders this discussion
pointless.

157 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 299.
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it becomes clear that in the apocalyptic tradition the Flood became an anticipa-
tion of the destruction and at the same time the purification of the world in the
end times. This is particularly clear in 1 En 9-11, where the components char-
acteristic of eschatological descriptions are embedded within the framework of
the diluvial narrative: the end, judgment, punishment, fire, annihilation, the pe-
riodisation of history, references to eternity, and purification and new creation.'*®
The punishment for ungodliness involves not only human beings, who are treated
marginally, but above all the angels responsible for the evil, and the executors of
the punishment are the angels faithful to God, headed by Michael, Raphael and

Gabriel.

1En9-11
The framework of the 9:6-9 - the sin of angels, the appearance of giants on earth and
Flood narrative the reign of wickedness in the world (cf. Gen 6:2.4-7.11-12);

10:1-3 - warning Noah (cf. Gen 6:8.13, 7:1);
10:22 - God’s promise: “l will never again send (them) upon it from
generation to generation and for ever” (cf. Gen 8:21, 9:11);

End 10:2: “reveal to him that the end is approaching”;

Judgement 10:6: “And on the day of the great judgement”
10:12: “bind them [...] in the valleys of the earth, till the day of their
judgement and of their consummation”;

Annihilation/destruction | 10:2-3: “a deluge is about to come upon the whole earth, and will
destroy all that is on it”;

10:14: “[Semjaza] shall be condemned and destroyed [...] with
them”;

10:15: “And destroy all the spirits of the reprobate and the children
of the Watchers”;

10:16: “destroy all wrong from the face of the earth”;

References to eternity 10:5: “let them abide there for ever!”;

10:12: “till the day of their judgement and of their consummation”;
10:13-14: “they shall be led off to [...] the prison in which they shall
be confined for ever”;

Fire 10:6: “And on the day of the great judgement he shall be cast into
the fire”;

10:13-14: “In those days they shall be led off to the abyss of fire:
and to the torment”;

Periodisation of history | 10:12: “bind them fast for seventy generations”;

10:14-15: “[they will be] bound together with them to the end of all
generations”;

10:22: “I will never again send [flood] upon it from generation to
generation and for ever”;

158 E. Zajac, Potop w tradycji biblijnej oraz w literaturze judaizmu okresu Drugiej Swigtyni, Lublin 2007,
p. 131.
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1En9-11

Cleaning 10:20: “cleanse thou the earth from all oppression, and from all
unrighteousness, and from all sin, and from all godlessness: and all
the uncleanness”;

10:22: “the earth shall be cleansed from all defilement, and from
all sin, and from all punishment, and from all torment”;

New creation 10:16-19: “the works of righteousness and truth shall be planted in
truth and joy for evermore. And then shall all the righteous escape

[...]. And then shall the whole earth be tilled in righteousness, and

shall all be planted with trees and be full of blessing”;

10:21: “all the children of men shall become righteous”;

11:2: “truth and peace shall be associated together throughout all

the days of the world”.

From similar elements, the narrator of 2 Peter builds his eschatological hermeneu-
tic. Now he no longer makes the audience guess what it consists in. Using the teach-
ings of the false teachers, he demonstrates the role of the word of God in the history
of the world: the world created by the word of God at the beginning of history will
be destroyed by the word in the end times. He bases the certainty of this claim on
the fact that the world has already been destroyed once by God’s will through the
Flood. In other words - since the world has already been destroyed once by God’s
word, it must be expected that in the end times during the judgment His word
will play a similar role."®® In verse 7 he adds further elements: the periodisation of
history, fire, judgment, purification.'®’ In the final judgment, God will no longer use
the destructive power of water, but, as in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,
He will use fire to bring destruction to the wicked and cleansing to the righteous,
so that a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness reigns (3:13), can later
appear (by God’s word).

Verse 7, as mentioned, with the previous verse forms a climactic parallelism that
explains the relationship between the first and final destruction of creation:

The first element: by the word of God the first creation was destroyed (verse 6).
The second element: by the word of God the present creation is preserved for
judgment and will be destroyed in the end times (verse 7).

Whereas the first destruction by water had a global dimension, the second destruc-
tion — by fire — will be cosmic; encompassing not only the material world but also
the spiritual world. It is not surprising, therefore, that in 2 Pet 3:7 there are clear
lexical references to 2 Pet 2:4. The suggestion that in 2 Pet 3:5 the creation of the

159 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 297,299.
160 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:7.
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heavens and the earth is separated to mark the existence of spiritual beings who
will also be subject to the final judgement is also confirmed.

Although the anticipatory nature of the Flood was emphasised earlier, the nar-
rator explains that the end of the present world will not be like that of Noah’s
time. Rather, it will resemble the annihilation of Sodom and Gomorrah. He also
incorporates into his typology the narrative of Gen 19:23-29 in 2 Pet 2:6-8. Of
course, he is not original in this; he draws on the Jewish tradition of Second Temple
times, which treated the story of Sodom and Gomorrah paradigmatically.'s! As
with the Diluvian narrative, here too it ignores internal interpretation and focuses
on external interpretation — an eschatological hermeneutic. However, it must be
acknowledged that there are, at first glance, far fewer direct allusions to the Sodom
and Gomorrah narrative here than in the case of the references to the Flood. In fact,
the only links are the motif of incineration (tedppdéw) and fire (nGp), punishment
(xatakpivw) and judgment (kpiotg), and the ungodly (4oeBeis). o>

As has been shown, the motif of destruction by water and by fire appears in Jewish
apocalyptic writings, especially those of the intertestamental period. However, it
should be noted that in writings of a different nature, even of a prophetic nature, it
is not very frequent (actually only Ezek 38:22 can be mentioned). In 1 En 52:6-7.9,
destruction by fire and water appears as an element of the messianic times, which
the narrator of 2 Peter reinterprets in relation to Jesus and his parousia: “And these
mountains which thine eyes have seen [...], All these shall be in the presence of
the Elect One As wax [...]. And it shall come to pass in those days that none shall
be saved [...], And none be able to escape. [...] When the Elect One shall appear
before the face of the Lord of Spirits” This combination can also be found in the
Life of Adam and Eve 49.3'%* from the end of the first century, where the dying Eve
announces to her children that the first destruction of the world by water and the
second destruction by fire will be caused by the disobedience of humans initiated
by their first parents. In doing so, she quotes the words of the archangel Michael:
“On account of your transgression, Our Lord will bring upon your race the anger
of his judgement, first by water, the second time by fire; by these two, will the Lord
judge the whole human race”. In the Jewish Hellenistic writers, one can see both the
influence of apocalypticism, e. g. in Flavius, who presents the prophecy of Adam:
“Adam’s prediction that the world was to be destroyed at one time by the force of
fire, and at another time by the violence and quantity of water” (Ant. I 2:3), as well
as Platonic philosophy. Plato, for example, in the dialogue Timaeus, mentions water

161 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:7.

162 See R.P. Juza, Echoes of Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of the Lord: Intertextuality and Tradition
in 2 Peter 3:7-13, “Bulletin for Biblical Research” 24 (2014), no. 2, p. 231.

163 The Greek version of the apocryphal is entitled The Apocalypse of Moses; the Latin version is
entitled The Life of Adam and Eve; the Armenian text, The Atonement of Adam.
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and fire as instruments of the cyclical destruction of the world: “There have been,
and will be again, many destructions of mankind arising out of many causes; the
greatest have been brought about by the agencies of fire and water, and other lesser
ones by innumerable other causes”. This thought is repeated by Philo in De vita
Mois. 1 X:53, when he describes

crafty wickedness, and all others kinds of vice, not through compulsion, but of their own
spontaneous free will [...], [these people] are awaiting, not any ordinary punishments,
but new and extraordinary ones, which that constant assessor of God, justice, who de-
tests wickedness, invents and inflicts terribly upon them, turning against them the most
powerful elements of the universe, water and fire, so that at appointed times some are

destroyed by deluges, others are burnt with fire.

Before judgement and final annihilation occur, ot 8¢ vv oOpavol kai 1 yi 6 adT@®
AOyw tebnoavplouévol “But now the heavens and the earth by the same word are
gathered together” As can be seen, the theme of the word of God and its impact on
preserving the present world is repeated. In verse 5, the period referred to covered
the time from creation to the Flood; in verse 7 it is a description of the present
which is reinforced by the adverb vov “now”. The present will end with the coming
of judgement. Here, the narrator employed a periodisation of history typical of
Jewish apocalyptic'®*: the first period of the history of the world is from creation to
the Flood (3:5-6); the second period is from the postdiluvian rebirth of the earth to
the final judgement (3:7.10-12); the third period is the post-eschatological rebirth
of the whole creation (3:13). These different periods are separated by great cosmic
catastrophes: period one ended with the Flood; period two, the present period, will
end with the sending of fire (3:7.12). Such a periodisation, together with a diluvial
typology similar to that in 2 Peter, appears for example in SibOr 7:11-15: “Noah
sole fugitive from all men came. Earth shall float, hills float, and even sky shall float,
Everything shall be water and all things [s]hall be destroyed by waters. And the
winds [s]hall stand still and a second age shall be” (8evtepog aicyv). Similarly, the
history of humanity is divided by Philo in De vita Mois. IT XII:65:

[those who were saved from the Flood] became also the founders of a new generation,
and the chiefs of a second period of the world, [...] man having received the supremacy
over all earthly creatures whatsoever, being a kind of copy of the powers of God, a
visible image of his invisible nature, a created image of an uncreated and immortal Orig-

inal.

164 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 299; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 984.
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This periodisation is also adopted by early Christianity: “Noah, being found faithful,
preached regeneration to the world through his ministry”, writes Clement of Rome
to the Corinthians (I Clem. 9). Justin Martyr, in The Second Apology VII, almost as
much as Peter presents the analogies between the different periods in the history of
the world, including the world of angels:

Wherefore God delays causing the confusion and destruction of the whole world, by
which the wicked angels and demons and men shall cease to exist, because of the seed of
the Christians, who know that they are the cause of preservation in nature. Since, if it were
not so, it would not have been possible for you to do these things, and to be impelled by
evil spirits; but the fire of judgment would descend and utterly dissolve all things, even as
formerly the flood left no one but him only with his family who is by us called Noabh, [...]
from whom again such vast numbers have sprung, some of them evil and others good.
For so we say that there will be the conflagration [...]. But since God in the beginning
made the race of angels and men with free-will, they will justly suffer in eternal fire the
punishment of whatever sins they have committed.

The Enochic periodisation is more elaborate. The Book of the Heavenly Luminaries
divides the history of mankind into ten periods; the first corresponds to the time of
universal righteousness (1 En 93:3), the second is a period of iniquity identified
with the time of Noah: “in the second week great wickedness, And deceit shall
have sprung up [...]; And after it is ended [this is most likely an allusion to the
Flood] unrighteousness shall grow up, And a law shall be made for the sinners”
(1 En 93:4-5). Weeks three to nine seem to describe the present, the world after
the Flood, which will be destroyed, although there is no description of how this
destruction will take place. Then there will be a final judgement, followed by “a new
heaven™

And after that, in the ninth week, the righteous judgement shall be revealed to the whole
world, And all the works of the godless shall vanish from all the earth, And the world
shall be written down for destruction. And after this, in the tenth week in the seventh
part, There shall be the great eternal judgement, In which He will execute vengeance
amongst the angels. And the first heaven shall depart and pass away, And a new heaven
shall appear [...]. And after that there will be many weeks without number for ever, And
all shall be in goodness and righteousness, And sin shall no more be mentioned for ever
(1 En 91:14-17).

Elements of the periodisation of history had already appeared earlier in 2 Peter.
They can be found, for example, in the assessment of the present world, in which
corruption (1:4) and darkness (1:19b) reign. In the latter example, there is also a
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clear suggestion of when this world will cease to exist — the dark present era will be
ended when “the day dawns’, i. e. the second coming of Christ.!%>

In describing the present period of world history in 3:7, the narrator, not coinci-
dentally, uses lexis referring to 2:4 - “preservation” and “judgment”: 6 8edg dyyéAwv
napédwkev el kpiow tnpovpévouc. This entails the suggestion that present be-
haviour and judgement applies to both sinful angels and ungodly men. It should
be recalled that 2 Pet 2:4 was the first commentary and an illustration drawn from
Jewish tradition to 2:3b. 2 Pet 3:7a can be seen as — drawing on the same tradition
- another illustration of the claim that the “judgment upon them is not idle, and
their destruction is not slumbering” In addition, a clearer explanation than be-
fore emerges as to why it seems that the world remains unchanged and sinners
supposedly escape punishment: the word of God still sustains the existence of a
broken world. But this does not mean that it is an eternal and unchanging state.
On the contrary, it will be terminated with the coming of judgement, which is in
fact the purpose of preserving the present world. This is very clearly indicated by
the deliberate use of the preposition &ig.

The present is characterised by two participles: Onoavpifw and tnpéw. The pas-
sive interpreted as passivum theologicum emphasises God’s will and activity in
this gathering and preservation, which corresponds very well, perhaps it is even
redundant, with the explicit claim that the heavens and the earth are preserved by
God’s word. The perfective form teBnoavplopévol indicates that God’s decision for
the heavens and earth to be gathered was made long ago (cf. é&kmodat in 2:3b) and
is still valid (this is another reference to 2:3b and the present tense used there). The
validity of God’s decision is confirmed by the present tense of the second participial
- Tnpovuevol “heaven and earth are preserved”

Attention is drawn to the verb tnpéw, associated with the narrative of the fallen
angels, and to the verb 8noavpilw, which generally has positive connotations, for it
means ‘to preserve, ‘to place in a treasury), ‘to accumulate treasures, ‘to win favour’
(cf. Matt 6:19-20, Luke 12:21, 1 Cor 16:2). The image of a treasury is used by Philo
when in Quod deus sit immutabilis [On the Unchangeableness of God] XXXIV 156
he writes:

the Saviour of the universe has opened to us his heavenly treasury 6Avumniov 6ncadpév
for our use and enjoyment? For Moses, the hierophant, prays that ‘the Lord may open
to us his good treasure Tov Bnoavpov avTod TOvV ayaddv, his heavenly one, to give us his

rain, and the prayers of the man who loves God are sure to obtain a hearing.

165 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:19.
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But God’s treasury can also have negative connotations as a place where the instru-
ments of God’s wrath are gathered (cf. Jer 50[27]:25). This tradition is also known
to Philo.!® In Leg. alleg. 111 XXXIV 105-106 he quotes the text of Deut 32:34 and
argues that with God there are many storehouses with the instruments of wrath
and punishment, but then he returns to the storehouse with positive connotations
or rather a treasury with God’s blessings. The storehouses with the instruments of
punishment remain closed, from the treasury God takes and generously distributes
his blessings to people:

For, just as there are storehouses of good things so are there also storehouses of evil things
with God eiol yap Gotep dyabdv oltw kai kak®dv mapd ¢ 0@ Onoavpo; [...] [God]
opens the treasurehouse of his good things freely, but he binds fast that which contains
the evil things. For it is an especial property of God to offer his good things freely and to
be beforehand with men in bestowing gifts upon them, but to be slow in bringing evil on
them, and Moses [...] says that not only have his storehouses of evil things been sealed
up in all other times.

It is more likely, however, that the imagery used by Peter is based on Jewish apoc-
alyptic tradition and the Gospel (Matt 6:19-20, Luke 12:21) image of a treasury
in which all human deeds are stored, both those deserving punishment and those
deserving reward: “He that doeth righteousness layeth up life for himself with the
Lord. And he that doeth wrongly forfeits his life to destruction” (PssSol 9:5); “For
you have a treasure of works laid up with the Most High; but it will not be shown
to you until the last times” (4 Ezra 7:77). The thought conveyed by Peter, then,
seems to be as follows: God is storing up all human works - both good and bad -
in heaven as in a treasury until the end times, when the judgment on the world will
take place. This refers to the protological elements that are implied in 2:3b, taken
from apocalyptic literature and Jude 4 about the recording of all human deeds in a
heavenly book or on heavenly tablets!®’”: “And do not think in your spirit nor say
in your heart that ye do not know and that ye do not see that every sin is every
day recorded in heaven in the presence of the Most High” (1 En 98:7-8); “And I
observed the heavenly tablets, and read everything which was written (thereon)
and understood everything, and read the book of all the deeds of mankind, and of
all the children of flesh that shall be upon the earth to the remotest generations”
(1 En 81:2-3). In the end times, at the judgment, this book will be opened, and
men will be judged by what has been written in it: “In those days I saw the Head of

166 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 235.
167 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 101.
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Days when He seated himself upon the throne of His glory, And the books of the
living were opened before Him” (1 En 47:3):

Next I saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it [...]. I saw the dead, the
great and the lowly, standing before the throne, and scrolls were opened. Then another
scroll was opened, the book of life. The dead were judged according to their deeds, by

what was written in the scrolls” (Rev 20:11-13).

It is worth mentioning that the narrator has used metonymy here - instead of
pointing to angels and their conduct and humans and their actions, he has used
the more general phrase heaven (in relation to angels) and earth (in relation to
humans)!®8: “the heavens and the earth by the same word are gathered into a
treasury”. In the imagery created by the second verb — ™péw: “the heavens and
the earth by the same word are preserved” — two meanings are employed. One
metonymic, as before referring to humans and angels, uses the context of the
verb “to preserve” in 2:4, 2:9b.17 and giving it the meaning of “being kept under
guard, in a detention” from which angels and the ungodly, including the dead (cf.
2 Pet 2:9b), will be brought to judgment.!® The second literal meaning, referring
to the maintenance and preservation of all creation — heaven and earth - in the
form we know today by the word of God until the time of judgement. Perhaps the
inspiration for the use of this peculiar wordplay related to the contextual meanings
of the nouns oVpavol kat yij “heaven and earth”, and especially the verb tnpéw,
came from the Letter of Jude, where this verb also has several meanings (cf. Jude
1.6.21). The narrator of 2 Peter adapted Jude’s wordplay as usual to his explanations
and to his vision of world history.

Between the participles tebnoaBplopévol and tnpovpevol there is an expres-
sion eiotv mupl. The dative case mupi can be interpreted as dativus instrumentalis,
dativus commodi or temporis. Because of its position, it would have to be trans-
lated as dativus commodi: “they are gathered in a treasury and preserved for the
fire”. Fire here would have to be a metonymic term for God’s wrath and God’s
punishment. In this position, the temporal meaning also seems natural: gathered
and preserved until the time of fire. But fire can also be seen as an instrument of
trial and purification (cf. 1 Cor 3:13-15).!7% The accumulated human experiences,
deeds and teachings that pass the fiery test will be recognised as an expression
of true Christian faith, in accordance with apostolic precepts and prophetic and
apostolic teaching, and as such will guarantee the faithful entry into the eternal

168 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 172.
169 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:4.9b.17.
170 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:7.
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kingdom. The instrumental understanding of the dative nupt refers not so much to
the participle teBnoavpiopévol as to the manner of execution of the punishment
on the ungodly: for the day of judgement and the annihilation of the ungodly by
fire. This would allude to the use of the noun H8att as an instrument of punishment
in parallels 3:6. Since this question cannot be clearly resolved, it seems that the
narrator has deliberately overlaid all these meanings. Again, the inspiration for this
use of the dative when describing eschatological events may have come from the
equally ambiguous intentional construction Inoo® Xplot@ tetnpnuévol “preserved
for Jesus, by Jesus and in Jesus” in Jude 1.'”!

Judgement on the world, God’s wrath and punishment depicted by fire, are
among the most typical images rooted in Jewish tradition. They appear in the
prophetic writings (Isa 29:6, 30:27.20.33, 33:14, 66:15-16.22.24, Nah 1:6, Zeph 1:18,
3:8, Mal 3:19, f. also Sir 48:3) and in extra-biblical oracles: “Fire shall come flashing
forth in the broad heaven, And many cities burn and men destroy, And much black
ashes shall fill the great sky, And small drops like red earth shall fall from heaven,
Then know the anger of the God of heaven” (SibOr 4:170-174). While some of
these have a primary eschatological character, others need to be given this character
through the use of an eschatological typology and hermeneutic close to Peter, also
used in apocalyptic literature (cf. Rev 9:17-18, 16:8, 20:9, PssSol 15:4) or apocalyptic
and eschatological passages in NT writings (Acts 2:19, 2 Thess 1:8). In the context
of Peter’s argument, it is important to note that in Matt 10:15 the reference to the
day of judgement appears with the typological mention of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Although the image of fire is only implied here, the message is quite clear — the
destruction of sinful cities by fire is only a substitute for the destruction of the world
by fire on the day of judgement.!”? Early Christian writers, especially those close to
apocalypticism, also did not shy away from such imagery of judgment. Thus, for
example, in 2 Clem. 16:3, the characteristic image of the “melting” of heaven and
earth appears: “Know that the day of judgment draws near like a burning oven, and
certain of the heavens and all the earth will melt, like lead melting in fire; and then
will appear the hidden and manifest deeds of men”. Hermas, on the other hand,
adds blood to the fire, making his vision more terrifying: “the fiery and bloody
points out that the world must perish through blood and fire” (The Shepherd, Vision
4:3).

An even more elaborate motif of fire appears in the dependent texts of 2 Peter.
In ApPet 5, among other things, it is the instrument of the destruction of the world
and one of the signs of the beginning of judgment:

171 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 81-82.
172 R.P.Juza, Echoes of Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of the Lord, p. 233.
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And this shall come at the day of judgement upon them that have fallen away from faith
in God and that have committed sin: Floods (cataracts) of fire shall be let loose; [...]
the waters shall be changed and turned into coals of fire and all that is in them shall
burn, and the sea shall become fire. Under the heaven shall be a sharp fire that cannot be
quenched and floweth to fulfil the judgement of wrath. [...] The spirits also of the dead
bodies [...] shall become fire at the commandment of God. And so soon as the whole
creation dissolveth, the men [...] shall flee [...]. And in all places shall the wrath of a
fearful fire overtake them and an unquenchable flame driving them shall bring them unto
the judgement of wrath, unto the stream of unquenchable fire that floweth, flaming with
fire.

Similarly, in the Second Book of the Sibylline Oracle, which is a summary of the
Apocalypse of Peter: “A mighty stream of burning fire from heaven [a]nd every
place consume, earth, ocean vast, And gleaming sea, and lakes and rivers, springs,
And cruel Hades and the heavenly sky. And heavenly lights shall break up into one
[a]nd into outward form all-desolate. For stars from heaven shall fall into all seas.
And all the souls of men shall gnash their teeth Burned both by sulphur stream and
force of fire [i]n ravenous soil, and ashes hide all things. And then of the world all
the elements Shall be bereft” (SibOr 2:245-251).

Justin Martyr and Theophilus of Antioch emphasise that the concept of the
destruction of the world by fire is common to Jewish, Christian and Greek traditions.
Theophilus in To Autolycus I1 XXXVIII:628-630 emphasises the convergences:

Concerning the burning up of the world, Malachi the prophet foretold: “The day of the
Lord cometh as a burning oven, and shall consume all the wicked.” And Isaiah: “For the
wrath of God is as a violent hail-storm, and as a rushing mountain torrent” The Sibyl,
then, and the other prophets, yea, and the poets and philosophers, have clearly taught

both concerning righteousness, and judgment, and punishment.
Similarly, Justin in The First Apology 20:

And the philosophers called Stoics teach that even God Himself shall be resolved into fire,
and they say that the world is to be formed anew by this revolution; but we understand
that God, the Creator of all things, is superior to the things that are to be changed. [...] on
some points we teach the same things as the poets and philosophers [...]. For while we
say that all things have been produced and arranged into a world by God, we shall seem
to utter the doctrine of Plato; and while we say that there will be a burning up of all, we

shall seem to utter the doctrine of the Stoics.
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In The Second Apology VII, however, he points out that while there are indeed
quite a few parallels between Christianity and Stoicism, there are also fundamental
differences. The most important of these is the Stoic determinism and fatalism to
which human beings and the world as a whole are subject, irreconcilable with the
Christian conception of free will:

But neither do we affirm that it is by fate that men do what they do, or suffer what they
suffer, but that each man by free choice acts rightly or sins [...]. The Stoics, not observing
this, maintained that all things take place according to the necessity of fate. But since God
in the beginning made the race of angels and men with free-will, they will justly suffer in
eternal fire the punishment of whatever sins they have committed. And this is the nature

of all that is made, to be capable of vice and virtue.

Determinism makes the destruction and cleansing of the world by fire - the so-
called ékmopwotg'” - conceived as repeated cycles that have nothing to do with
the behaviour of human beings and make the reborn world not a new world, but
one composed all the time of the same elements that will decay again in some time.

It is difficult to suppose that Peter is not aware of these similarities. He probably
has them in mind in the construction of his argumentation. On the one hand, he
based his strategy of integrating elements of the Jewish and Hellenistic traditions
and christianising Greek philosophy. On the other hand, even this implicit refer-
ence to philosophy is intended to discredit the views of the false teachers also on
philosophical grounds,'”* especially in the eyes of an audience familiar with philos-
ophy. Previously, this concerned the concept of the functioning of the world, it now
touches upon the question of cosmic catastrophe, judgment, and the purification
of the world, which the heretics vehemently denied.

The most relevant elements for the eschatological prophetic and apostolic teach-
ing were placed by the narrator of 2 Peter at the end of verse 7: ei¢ juépav kpioewg
Kal anwleiag Tdv doefdv avBpwnwy “for the day of judgement and destruction
of ungodly people”. They are all taken from the apocalyptic tradition, and they all
appeared in the preceding chapters, which makes it possible to reconstruct Peter’s
interpretation of them. They also make it possible to generate the gist of Peter’s
reasoning: the judgement refused by the false teachers will be for them, as for all
the ungodly, a time of destruction.

173 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 300.

174 Differently, R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 301, who argues that although Peter was aware of the
similarities between the Jewish and Greek concepts of cosmic catastrophe, he was not particularly
interested in them.
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The mention of judgment and the ungodly is one of the links between the de-
scription of the incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah in 2:6 and the end times
in 3:7b. In 2:6 it is made clear that the punishment that fell on the cities is a warn-
ing example — Vmé8etypa — to those who are about to lead an ungodly lifestyle.
This would mean that the term “ungodly” in 3:7b refers precisely to all those to
whom the example of Sodom has not appealed and who are leading ungodly lives.
It includes both those who will still be alive when the day of judgement comes
and those who have died before the judgement. This suggestion is confirmed by
2:9b, where the fate of the unrighteous dead is described, who after death already
suffer the preliminary punishments.!”> Now they all face judgment and final pun-
ishment.

In apocalyptic literature, the preliminary and final punishment'”® is most often
described as fire. Not surprisingly, the narrator of 2 Peter also uses these associations
and the Sodom paradigm here. It must be admitted that he is scanty in words when
he describes the final doom. He limits himself to placing the noun nop in his
reflection in 3:7, and this in a position that does not at all determine the direct
connection between annihilation and fire. Earlier, with the notion of anwiewa
(2 Pet2:1.3), he did not use any doxology at all. That in antiquity, however, his text
was read in accordance with the apocalyptic tradition and attributed a destructive
and punitive function to fire is evidenced by the elaborate descriptions of execution
in the literature dependent on 2 Pet. In The Apocalypse of Peter, inspired by the
letter, almost every punishment to be meted out to the ungodly features an element
associated with fire, be it a flame or glowing instruments of torture: idolaters will
be burnt along with images of the deities they worship (ApPet 6), they will also be
flogged with fiery chains (ApPet 10), those hanged by their tongues who malign
the way of justice will be guarded so that they will never be plucked from the
unquenchable fire (ApPet 7), those who have denied justice will be cast down into
a pit of fire (ApPet 7), murderers will be thrown into the fire where venomous
snakes abound (ApPet 7), blasphemers will have their eyes scorched with an iron
(ApPet 9), those who despise the poor and hope in riches will fall on fiery stones
(ApPet 9), those who abandon the commandments of the Lord will burn with the
fire of condemnation (ApPet 10), those who demand public recognition for works
of mercy will roll on coals of fire that do not go out (ApPet 12), sorcerers and
witches will be hanged on a fiery wheel (ApPet 12).

It is noteworthy that in Peter’s description of the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah,
much more space is given to the experience of Lot being declared righteous and

175 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:9b.
176 D.]. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 288 argues that anwAeia here does not mean the punishment
associated with fire, but the total annihilation of the ungodly.
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being rescued from the conflagration (2 Pet 2:7-8). The transposition of this theme
into the description of judgement in 3:7 allows us to see the implications of the fate
of the righteous in this description, with fire also playing a crucial role. The motif
of purifying fire has already been mentioned above. Paul in 1 Cor 3:13-15 does not
explain what exactly the trial by fire and the passage through the fire would consist
of. It is possible that the explanation is to be sought in early Christian tradition.
A similar theme of trial appears in Didache 16:5: “Then shall the creation of men
come into the fire of trial, and many shall be made to stumble and shall perish; but
they that endure in their faith shall be saved”. Attention is drawn to the similarity
between the description of Lot’s experience in 2 Pet 2:7-8 and the description of the
experience of the righteous living among the ungodly in Vision 4:3 of The Shepherd.
Hermas refers to the righteous as gold, and to their experiences as a trial by fire
by which the faithful will become pure, prepared to dwell in the world to come:
“the golden part are you who have escaped from this world” (cf. 2 Pet 1:4). “For as
gold is tested by fire, and thus becomes useful, so are you tested who dwell in it”
(cf. 2 Pet 2:8).

Those, therefore, who continue steadfast, and are put through the fire, will be purified
by means of it. For as gold casts away its dross, so also will you cast away all sadness and
straitness, and will be made pure so as to fit into the building of the tower. But the white
part is the age that is to come, in which the elect of God will dwell, since those elected by
God to eternal life will be spotless and pure (cf. 2 Pet 3:14).

The righteous, therefore, living among the ungodly, have already passed the test of
fire, so the destructive eschatological fire is not frightening to them. It actually only
serves to separate the faithful from the unfaithful, the righteous from the ungodly.
This thought is developed in the texts dependent on 2 Peter — ApPet and SibOr 2.
ApPet 6 mentions passing through a stream of fire during the final judgment. The
righteous will not feel the flames at all, but for the ungodly it will merely be a
foreshadowing of punishment:

[During the judgment] the nations behold it, they shall weep, every nation apart. Then
shall [the Father] command them to enter into the river of fire while the works of every
one of them shall stand before them [...] to every man according to his deeds. As for the
elect that have done good, they shall come unto me and not see death by the devouring fire.
But the unrighteous the sinners, and the hypocrites shall stand in the depths of darkness
that shall not pass away, and their chastisement is the fire.

The motif of separation is treated much more extensively in Book II of the Sibylline
Oracles:
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And then shall all pass through the burning stream Of flame unquenchable; but all the just
Shall be saved; and the godless furthermore Shall to all ages perish [...]. Of the heavenly
and immortal God shall drive Against a pillar where shall all around In a circle flow a
restless stream of fire; And deathless angels of the immortal God, Who ever is, shall bind
with lasting bonds In chains of flaming fire and from above Punish them all by scourge
most terribly; And in Gehenna, in the gloom of night, Shall they be cast ‘neath many
horrid beasts Of Tartarus, where darkness is immense. But when there shall be many
punishments Enforced on all who had an evil heart, Yet afterward shall there a fiery wheel
From a great river circle them around, Because they had a care for wicked deeds. [...].
And piety and thoughts most just were dear, Shall angels, bearing through the burning
stream, Lead unto light and life exempt from care (SibOr 2:313-316.350-365.385-387).

Due to the implications related to the righteous, which will be developed later in
the letter (2 Pet 3:11.13-14), through the motif of purification and the separation
of the pious from the ungodly, 2 Pet 3:5-7 is embedded even more firmly in the
apocalyptic tradition. Moreover, it allows us to interpret the formula eig euépav
kploewg kal anwielag T@v doefdv avOpwmwv in a slightly different way. Usually
the conjunct xat is treated explicatively and the whole expression understood as
“the day of judgement’, i. e. “the destruction of the ungodly”. Now it appears that the
conjunct kai can be given an additive meaning and the whole expression treated
as an ellipsis, in which the notion of judgement includes not only the passing
of judgment and the condemnation of the wicked to destruction, but also the
separation of the righteous and the unrighteous on the basis of their deeds gathered
in the treasury (teBnoavpilouévor). In this way — according to apocalyptic tradition
- the righteous will become part of “the new heaven and the new earth, in which
righteousness dwell” (2 Pet 3:13).

As can be seen, at the centre of Peter’s reflection based on prophetic teaching
is neither cosmology nor chronology, but eschatology and the judgement, which
is denied by false teachers. The true teaching on judgement, however, includes
elements of cosmology which heretics misinterpret. The demonstration of these
errors is intended to discredit the entire false doctrine. The typological references
to the narratives of the Flood and Sodom have a double function here. Firstly, they
serve to clarify the eschatological hermeneutic applied to them already in 2:5-.
Secondly, they contradict the heretics’ claim that God does not intervene in the fate
of the world. In the end times, God’s intervention will take the form of a cosmic
catastrophe,!”” which will bring destruction to the ungodly and to the old world,
but will also be the beginning of a new, post-eschatological reality. This thought
is strongly emphasised by Oecumenius in his commentary on the Second Letter

177 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 294, 301.
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of Peter: “To the one who poses the question, ‘For what purpose did God create
the world, if he will turn it into nothingness anyway?’, it can be answered that the
world at the end of time will be renewed”!”®

2.11 Es. Interpretation of prophetic and apostolic teaching:
B. - interpretation proper - soteriology (2 Pet 3:8-10a)

$This one thing let not escape you/Be not ignorant of this one thing, beloved, that one day
with the Lord [is] like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. °The Lord is
not slow [in keeping]/is not delaying the promise, as some [people] perceive a delay, but
shows patience towards you, not wishing that any [of you] should perish, but that each
[of you] should come to repentance/conversion. ' And the day of the Lord will come
like a thief.

After presenting the principles and applying a typological eschatological hermeneu-
tic to the ktiseological, diluvial, and implicitly also to the narrative of the angels and
the destruction of Sodom, the narrator moves on to further interpret the apostolic
teaching. He shows how the most disputed elements, which contributed to the
prophetic message on the final judgment and secondly to its questioning, are to be
understood. He exposes the soteriological aspects of eschatology. One can see here
the same mechanism used in the preceding verses (3:5-7) when considering the
stories mentioned in chapter 2: a focus on external interpretation while minimising
internal interpretation. Whereas in 3:6-7 the narrator focused on interpreting the
negative aspects of the Flood and the burning of Sodom, he now turns to positive
themes. It is no coincidence, then, that in describing the structure of 2 Peter both
2:5b; 2:7-9b and 3:8-10a are qualified by the proper interpretations of prophetic
and apostolic teaching that contribute to an understanding of its salvific message.'”

In both the narrative of the Flood and the narrative of Sodom, the theme of God’s
patience and the call to repentance is much emphasised. It is for this reason that
Noah was called 8wkaiotvng kijpug “the herald of justice”, and Lot even 8ixatog
“the righteous one”. The narrator was thus alluding to the extra-biblical Jewish
tradition according to which Noah was a prophet proclaiming God’s justice and

180

calling for repentance,*” while Lot epitomised patience amidst the daily experience

of living with the ungodly.!®! Furthermore, both protagonists are those who cor-

178 Ojcowie Kosciota komentujg Biblig, p. 145.
179 See Introduction (vol. 1).

180 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:5b.

181 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:7-9a.
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rectly interpreted God’s words of punishment and annihilation and trusted them.
Consequently, they witnessed the fulfilment of God’s threat (promise), and though
their world was destroyed, they were rescued as righteous and obedient by God.
Now Peter seems to be explaining the typological and eschatological message of
both stories: just as before the Flood and before the destruction of Sodom God
showed patience with sinners, waiting for their repentance, so also before the final
judgment he will show patience so that people can repent (3:9).

The reference to the diluvian and Sodom narratives allows the readers to see
that at the centre of passage 3:8-10a there is a soteriological message. It is framed
by statements relating to the time of the parousia and judgement, which allude to
prophetic teaching taken from Ps 90[89]:4 (2 Pet 3:8) and apostolic teaching, which
most likely refers to the words of Jesus himself (2 Pet 3:10a). It is also worth noting
that the two framing elements have a similar structure - for they are comparisons
with the comparative participle wg:

a. eschatology - the unknown time of the parousia (“one day like a thousand years”;
“a thousand years like one day”) - verse 8bc;

b. soteriology — God’s patience for people to repent — verse 9;
a eschatology - the unexpected parousia (“the day of the Lord like a thief”) - 10a.

The argumentation takes place on two levels. On the one hand, the narrator con-
tinues his polemic against the false teachers; on the other, he shows his audience
how God’s promises and the supposed delay in their fulfilment should be correctly
interpreted. Just because they are fulfilled in a way that deviates from human expec-
tations does not mean that one should question them, as the heretics did. Rather,
one should revise one’s expectations and try to interpret the prophetic and apostolic
prophecies about the coming of “the day of the Lord” from the right perspective.
The attempt to fit the prophecies to one’s own desires (cf. 2 Pet 3:3,5) is indeed a
blasphemy, for one either questions God’s creative and destructive power (2 Pet 3:6)
or Godss faithfulness in fulfilling the eschatological promises (2 Pet 3:4).'3? This is
blasphemy based primarily on a misunderstanding of God’s revelation, which the
narrator had already signalled earlier (cf. 2 Pet 2:12). The correct interpretation of
the eschatological promises presented in 3:8-10a is intended to help the recipients
of the letter to remain faithful to the prophetic and apostolic teaching. At the same
time, it is a positive explanation of the issue of the alleged delay of the parousia,
which had troubled and perhaps even disappointed the faithful'®® since the middle

182 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 237.
183 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p., 185.
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of the first century. This explanation is made up of three essential components:'8*

(1) the chronometric element (3:8b-c); (2) the theological and soteriological ele-
ment (3:9); (3) the element of surprise, implying the need for immediate conversion
and vigilance (3:10a).

Formally, verse 8 can be seen as the beginning of a response to the mocking
question of the false teachers o0 £¢oTwv énayyeAia tii¢ mapovoiag avtod “where is
the promise of His coming” from verse 4. The heretical views are also alluded to here
by the negated verb AavBdvw, which was used without negation in verse 5. At the
same time, the narrator is clearly addressing the recipients of the letter, as evidenced
by the use of the personal pronoun vpdg in the accusative and the addressative
ayamnrtof, as in 3:1. In 3:8a the polemical aspect overlaps with the parenetic aspect.
The narrator of 2 Peter warns his audience not to draw false conclusions, similar to
heretical teachings, from the fact that they have not yet lived to see the parousia and
the judgement. Instead, they should consider all the reasons behind it. Previously,
the false teachers had given a very selective and reductive explanations of the
world’s history and God’s providence precisely because something “escaped notice
from them” (3:5a). They also drew incorrect anti-eschatological conclusions on
this basis, contaminated by Epicurean philosophy. Now the narrator is trying to
ensure that “this one thing does not escape” his audience. At first glance, it seems
that &v Tobto “this one thing” refers to divine chronometry, a completely different
perception of time with God and by humans.!%5 However, it turns out that an
understanding of the chronometric difference actually leads to an understanding
of the most important salvific element here in God’s plan for fulfilling/delaying
the promise and the proper response, the response to God’s salvific will, namely
conversion.

The contrast between the conduct of the heretics and the postulated perception
of judgement and parousia by the recipients of the letter is emphasised by the
addition of the opposite 8¢!%: “this one thing let not escape you” Imp. praes. pass.
AavBavétw would have to be interpreted as passivum theologicum. This means
that God does not hide from people His perspective on the fulfilment of the es-
chatological promises. All that is needed is to apply a proper interpretation to this
promise, present in the prophetic and apostolic teaching, an interpretation that
will be neither reductive nor instrumentalised or too broad. The former leads to
eschatological scepticism, the latter to literalism and attempts to specify precisely
when the day of the Lord will occur. In other words, the correct interpretation must

184 Ibid., p. 185-186 sees only two arguments here: (1) the untranslatability of God’s plan and timetable
into the human reckoning of time; (2) the positive purpose of delay — patience in waiting for the
conversion of the people.

185 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 304; D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 208.

186 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 994.
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be according to God’s will and not the desires of the faithful. This requires taking
God’s perspective and abandoning the human perspective. What this interpreta-
tion consists in is shown in the three sections already mentioned: chronometric,
theological and soteriological and motivational.

Advice on the proper perspective is addressed to the recipients of the letter
contemporary to the sender, and to the future readers. The narrator calls them, as in
3:1, ayanntol “beloved” (cf. also 3:14,17). Usually, the use of such an addressative
denotes transition. This is also the case this time. The idea is to focus the attention
of the recipients on the correct message,'8” which is a synthesis of prophetic and
apostolic teaching.

The message begins with a reference to the prophetic teaching, namely Ps 90[89]:4:
OTL x(Aa €T év 00BaApoTg oov WG N NuUéEpa N €xBEG TG SUABEY Kal duAakn) év
vukti “A thousand years in your eyes are merely a day gone by, Before a watch
passes in the night” Although the narrator does not quote it in full, it can be
assumed that he expects that the audience knows it. He had already made a similar
assumption when he inserted phrases typical of the Septuagint. The reference to
the prophetic text is intended to emphasise the indisputable, timeless and enduring
significance of what the prophets - here David - said.'®® In this way Peter reiterates
the thought from 1:19a.

It can be seen that the way of referring to the source text is very similar to the
way Peter used to adapt material from the Letter of Jude. Thus, it is not a matter of
reconstructing and transposing the source text and context, but of adapting them to
the current argument. Not surprisingly, the narrator referred not only to the main
theme of the first part of the psalm - the eternity of God and the impermanence of
man, and to the motif of God’s wrath and judgement,'®® but also to Ps 90[89]:12 in
the Hebrew version and the request for wisdom, which involves learning God’s way
of counting the days: “Teach us to count our days aright, that we may gain wisdom
of heart” This also implies a vituperatio against the lack of wisdom of false teachers
who are alien to seeing time from God’s perspective.

In Ps 90[89]:4 this divine perspective is marked by the expression £¢v 6¢p6aApolg
oov “in your eyes’, in 2 Pet 3:8b by the formula mapa kupiw “with the Lord”. The title
“Lord” is not explicit neither here nor in the whole passage 3:8-10a. The context
of Ps 90[89] seems to indicate God (the Father), yet in Peter’s argumentation so
far the term “Lord” has been attributed to Jesus Christ (2 Pet 1:2.8.11.14.16, 2:10).
Most likely this vagueness is intentional. The narrator does not want to conclusively
decide whom the recipients should identify with the title “Lord”. On the one hand,

187 PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 604.
188 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 208.
189 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 995.
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the context indicates that it seems natural to continue with references to the God
who created, maintains and will judge the world. On the other, it is well known that
Jewish apocalypticism transfers God’s judicial prerogatives to the messiah. In the
light of 2 Pet 1:16, where not only a Christocentric hermeneutic is employed, but
where it is also made clear that the Son received from the Father the divine powers
of an eschatological Judge and Ruler, it would be appropriate to associate the title
“Lord” with Jesus Christ.!*°

Peter is not the only apocalypticist to use chronometry based on Ps 90[89]. This
way of reckoning time, where one day with the Lord has the value of a thousand years
with men, is characteristic of Jewish apocalypticism in general: “for one thousand
years are as one day in the testimony of the heavens” according to Jub 4:30. A similar
perspective, though more general, is presented in ApBaSyr 48:13: “But with you
hours are as a time, And days as generations” (cf. Sir 18:9-10). Bauckham!*! points
out that although 2 Pet 3:8b and ApBaSyr 48:13 are based on the same psalm, these
texts are not parallel primarily because ApBaSyr is not intended to explain the
eschatological delay. What they do have in common, however, is undoubtedly the
conviction of the incompatibility of the transience and ephemerality of human life
and the eternity and timelessness of God, and thus the different perspective on the
perception of time and its passage in God and humans. It should also be mentioned
that man is only subject to the passage of time, whereas God rules time. It is at His
discretion to lengthen or shorten time, especially in an eschatological context, as
Pseudo-Philo in The Biblical Antiquities (Liber antiquitates biblicae) 19:13 makes
clear:

But this heaven shall be in my sight as a fleeting cloud, and like yesterday when it is past,
and it shall be when I draw near to visit the world, I will command the years and charge
the times, and they shall be shortened, and the stars shall be hastened, and the light of the
sun make speed to set, neither shall the light of the moon endure, because I will hasten to

raise up you that sleep;
and ApBaSyr 20:1:

Therefore, behold! the days come, And the times shall hasten more than the former, And
the seasons shall speed on more than those that are past, And the years shall pass more

quickly than the present (years).

190 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 187 argues that the title Lord in verse 8 refers to YHWH, and consequently
sees the same references in 3:9.
191 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 309.
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Chronometry, where one day is a thousand years, is also taken up by early Christian
writers and in a much more literal way than the Jewish apocalyptists.*> The author
of The Epistle of Barnabas applies it to the story of creation and the determination
of the age of the world: “Attend, my children, to the meaning of this expression, He
finished in six days. This implies that the Lord will finish all things in six thousand
years, for a day is with Him a thousand years. And He Himself testifies, saying,
Behold, today will be as a thousand years. Therefore, my children, in six days, that
is, in six thousand years, all things will be finished” (Barn. 15:4). Irenaeus of Lyon
in Adv. Haer. V 28:3 claims that the end of the world will occur when six thousand
years have elapsed. He also bases his calculation on the assumption that one day
is a thousand years and the parallel between the days of creation and the time of

destruction:!®?

For in as many days as this world was made, in so many thousand years shall it be
concluded. And for this reason the Scripture says: Thus the heaven and the earth were
finished, and all their adornment. And God brought to a conclusion upon the sixth day
the works that He had made; and God rested upon the seventh day from all His works.
This is an account of the things formerly created, as also it is a prophecy of what is to
come. For the day of the Lord is as a thousand years; and in six days created things were
completed: it is evident, therefore, that they will come to an end at the sixth thousand

year.

The same chiliastic chronometry is used by Irenaeus to explain the relationship
between the announcement of death after eating the forbidden fruit in Gen 2:17:'%

[on this very day] when you eat from it you shall die”, and the death of Adam, who
according to Gen 5:5 lived to be 930 years old: “And there are some, again, who relegate
the death of Adam to the thousandth year; for since a day of the Lord is as a thousand
years, he did not overstep the thousand years, but died within them, thus bearing out the
sentence of his sin (Adv. Haer. V 23:2).

192 E Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List sw. Piotra, p. 321; Mickiewicz adds that it was the Jewish
rabbis who reversed the sentence order of Ps 90[89]:4 and taught that one day is to God as a
thousand years by human reckoning (Gen. Rabb. 19:8, 22:1). Consequently, it can be said that
the first element of the chronometry in 2 Pet 3:8 is taken from the rabbinic tradition, the second
element directly from Ps 90[89]:4.

193 C.A. Blaising, The Day of the Lord Will Come, p. 393-394.

194 Ibid., p. 394 argues on the basis of parallels with Irenaeus’ argument and the rabbinic texts — the
midrash to Genesis — that Peter’s chronometry is rooted in both Ps 90[89]:4 and Gen 2:17; see also
J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 238.
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Such a reckoning of time also lies at the heart of Christian millenarianism of the
first and second century.'”> Millenarists expressed the conviction that the final
judgment would be preceded by a thousand-year period of universal happiness,
the reign of the righteous (Rev 20:4-6). The righteous dead will be resurrected and
those who are still alive will be transformed (1 Thess 4:17). Only later will there
be judgment, the resurrection of the ungodly to destruction, the transfiguration
of the righteous, called the second resurrection, and entrance into eternal life (cf.
1 Cor 15:24-26, Rev 20:12-15).19

2 Pet 3:8b does not, however, provide a basis for either the chiliastic chronometry
of the Epistle of Barnabas or Adversus Haereses, nor for millenarianism.'®” On the
contrary, as already mentioned, the narrator seeks to guard against literalism and
speculation regarding the indication of the time of the parousia. He does this in
three ways. Firstly - he does not use the simple equation that “one day in the Lord
is a thousand years”, but - in accordance, moreover, with the initial text of the
LXX - he uses a comparison here: “one day in the Lord &g like a thousand years”.
Secondly - he introduces the same comparison in verse 10a, where he juxtaposes
the coming of the day of the Lord and the appearance of a thief: fjZeL 8¢ juépa
kupiov w¢ kAénTng “and the day of the Lord will come ¢ like a thief”. No one
would put an equal sign between the day of the Lord (or even the coming Jesus
himself) and a thief.”® So no one should put an equals sign between one day and a
thousand years in verse 8b. Thirdly and finally, to the comparison from the psalm
he adds his own in 8c, depicting the opposite situation: kat xiAta €tn w¢ uépa pia

“and a thousand years ¢ as one day”. He thus creates a chiasm:'*’

a. one day (8ba)
b. like a thousand years (8bp);
b’ thousand years (8ca)

a. as one day (8cp).

However, this is not just a matter of constructing a rhetorical figure, but an attempt
to look at time from God’s perspective and demonstrate how absurd all specula-
tive calculations of the time of the parousia and judgment are. Since with God
1,000 years is like one day, this means that from God’s point of view not only is
there no delay in the fulfilment of the eschatological promise,’® but there will

195 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 306; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 186.

196 J. Daniélou, Teologia judeochrzescijatiska, Polish transl. S. Basista, Krakéw 2002, p. 338.
197 Ibid., p. 345.

198 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:10a.

199 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 208.

200 Ibid.
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be none even if it is still many thousands of (human) years before people expe-
rience the parousia or judgment.?’! Behind this addition may be a reference to
prophecies about the Lord’s second coming within a generation (Matt 16:28, 24:34,
Mark 9:1, 13:30-31, Luke 9:27, 21:32-33). False teachers cited these prophecies as
evidence of the failure of the promise to come (2 Pet 3:4). Peter shows that, from
God’s perspective, up to several hundred thousand years may still pass without
the promise ceasing. This is because 40 years is usually given as the lifespan of one
generation. Using literal chronometry, where a thousand years is like one day, this
would mean approximately 14,160 thousand years (an average of 354 days of the
year according to the Jewish reckoning of time multiplied by 40 years). These calcu-
lations rightly seem nonsensical. And the recipients of the letter should also regard
them as such. This absurdity is intended to lead them to abandon any literalist
millenarian currents relating to both ktiseology and eschatology and to adopt a
more general and symbolic interpretation of the phrase “one day as a thousand years
and a thousand years as one day”. Both in the source Ps 90[89]:4 and in its Petrine
adaptation, the idea is to express the conviction that God, being eternal, does not

202

experience time as humans do.””* By human accounts, time may seem long, but

from God’s perspective it is short.?>> And vice versa, adds the narrator of 2 Peter.2%*
One cannot, therefore, adopt a human perspective when reflecting on eschatology,
resulting from human spatial and temporal conditions, human imaginations, hopes,
speculations and human impatience. If the human perspective is transposed into
eschatology, impatience and disillusionment result. This is because, argues Bruce J.
Malina,?® people’s attention is focused on what is happening today (cf. the prayer

201 A similar thought is expressed by Augustine in Letter 19:17: “Even if the end of the world were to
come after a thousand years, the whole millennium could still be called the last time or the last day,
since it is written ‘A thousand years in your eyes is like one day’. For this reason, everything that
would happen during these thousand years could be described as having occurred in the last time
or in the last day”; Ojcowie Kosciota komentujqg Biblig, p. 146.

202 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 186.

203 M. Luther presents this divine perspective in an interesting way by referring to the time between
death and resurrection in the end times. When man is alive, he perceives time from a human
perspective, counting “from Adam, one year after another, even to the last day”. When he dies,
however, he enters a different realm, and after the resurrection he completely takes over this divine
perspective, so that even to Adam after the resurrection on the last day it will appear that the state
of death lasted only an hour, although in fact many thousands of years have passed: “So when man
dies, the body is buried and wastes away, lies in the earth and knows nothing; but when the first
man rises up at the last day, he will think he has lain there scarcely an hour, while he will look about
himself and become assured that so many people were born of him and have come after him, of
whom he had no knowledge at all”; The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude Preached and Explained by
Martin Luther 111 (V.8-10).

204 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 309.

205 B.J. Malina, Christ and Time: Swiss or Mediterranean?, CBQ 51 (1989), no. 1, p. 15.
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for bread to be given by God today in Matt 6:11, the persuasion not to worry about
what the future/tomorrow will bring in Matt 6:34). False teachers are attached to
this human perspective, so they expect God’s promises to be fulfilled ‘today’ and in
a manner consistent with their perceptions (kata tag i8tag émbupiag). If ‘today’
they are not fulfilled or fulfilled in a different way than imagined, they are rejected.
As Moo?% rightly points out, the narrator of 2 Peter is not telling his audience that
they are wrong to wait for the ‘imminent’ coming of Jesus. He is showing that they
are wrong to be impatient that this coming is not coming as soon as they would
like or have calculated.

However, if, when attempting to adopt God’s perspective in the perception of
time, one disregards the comparative participle ®¢ and takes the indications of
Ps 90[89]:4 literally in relation to ktiseology and eschatology, one reaches an absur-
dity, especially if God’s perspective is reduced to the chronometric aspect. Mean-
while, God’s perspective, as already mentioned, is not limited to time, but also
includes a soteriological aspect and an element of surprise, urgency and motivation
for conversion.

The theological and soteriological aspect of viewing the eschatological promises
from God’s perspective is described in verse 9. Already from the structure of 3:8-10a,
one could see that the focus of Peter’s reflection is not how to count time, but
precisely the indication of God’s patience and mercy.

Verse 9 begins with a direct response to the accusations of the false teachers
quoted directly in 3:4, and repeated summarily in 9ab: o0 BpadiUvet kupiog Tfig
énayyeAiog wg Tveg Bpadvtnua jyodvtat “The Lord is not slow [in keeping]/is not
delaying the promise, as some [people] perceive a delay”. Thus, the narrator again
overlaps the audience-oriented parenetic plane and the polemical one oriented
towards false teachers.

The lexical references to 3:4 allow “the promise” to be more closely defined. 3:4
refers to the mapovoia adtol “of His coming” Although the pronoun avtod is not
unambiguous and can refer to both God and Jesus, there is little doubt that the taunts
of the false teachers refer to the second coming of Christ. In citing these taunts, the
narrator has used a stylisation into prophetic language and then smoothly moved
on to accusations of God’s lack of intervention in the history of the created world.
He thus wove a Christological element - parousia - into the stylistics, imagery and
competence associated with God (the Father). In a similar birefringent manner, he
treated the title “Lord” in 3:8, and it can be assumed that he does the same in 3:9a -
he infuses Christological elements into the Jewish theological tradition. In this, he
resembles the behaviour of the narrator of the Letter of Jude, who also transposes

206 D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 187.
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the titles and powers traditionally attributed to God the Father onto Christ.2?” All
this confirms that the promise in verse 9a should be read primarily as a promise of
Christ’s coming as eschatological Judge and Ruler, while the title “Lord” should be
referred to both God and Jesus, especially since patience as an attribute is attributed
to both divine Persons.?%

The lack of specification of the noun énayyeAia in 3:9a makes it possible to
extend its content somewhat and to add to the parousia elements those indicated in
2 Pet 1:4, where the promises are described as tipia kat péytota “precious and great”.
In the analysis of 2 Pet 1:4, they were found to refer to an eschatological communion
with God, the attainment of which is made possible by baptismal gifts that enable a
person to live a godly life.?” It now seems that the narrator is slowly returning to
this thought and, through lexical references and a similar bireferential context,?'°
wants to guide the audience not only to the cosmic but also to the individualised
aspects of the parousia and judgment that will bring the faithful to share in the
divine nature and enter the eternal kingdom (cf. 2 Pet 3:13-15a).

While determining the content of the promise is not problematic, the use of
the noun énayyelia in the genitive case in conjunction with the verb Bpaduvvet
is somewhat problematic. This is not the most skilful combination,?!! which is
why sometimes the genitive case ¢émayyeAiag is interpreted in a possessive way and
treated as an attribute of the title Lord: kupiog tiig émayyeAioag “Lord of the promise”,
i. e. the Lord to whom the promise belongs. However, if the genitive case is linked to
the verb Bpa8uvel, then the whole of verse 9a can be understood: “the Lord is not
delaying [is not slow in keeping] the promise”. The result is an anacoluthon in which
the direct complement — “keeping” - is omitted though quite easy to reconstruct.

The verb Bpadvvuw itself in the NT outside 2 Peter occurs only in 1 Tim 3:15.
When used in a neutral sense, it indicates delay (as in 1 Tim). However, it can also be
used in a pejorative sense; it then indicates procrastination, laziness, slowness. The
narrator of 2 Peter seems to have consciously used both meanings: negative with
the verb in 9a, neutral in 9b with the noun BpasUtnua, formed from the same stem,
being a New Testament hapax legomenon. The pejorative meaning of BpadVvw in
verse 9a alludes to the accusations of false teachers against God, which are treated
as blasphemy by Peter, just as it was blasphemy to accuse the gods of licentious-
ness in Plato’s Laws already cited.?'? Also Plutarch, in his treatise On Those Who

Are Punished By The Deity Late (Moralia 548C), addresses Epicurean accusations

207 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 81-82.
208 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:9.

209 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:4.

210 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:3.

211 D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 288.

212 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:5.
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against providence and the deferment of punishment: “For the fellow seemed to
rampage about, in his anger and abusive language, with a long disconnected and
rambling rhapsody drawn from all sources, and at the same time inveighed against
Providence”. It seems that Peter in his polemic in 9a ironically reproves the false
teachers, and then in 9b he straightens out their blasphemies, pointing out that the
Lord’s action is not laziness, but a postponement, a delay that has its justification.
Thus, if we differentiate the meaning of the lexeme Bpadvtnua in 9a and 9b, the
passage should be translated: “The Lord does not procrastinate in [keeping] the
promise, as some/any perceive postponement/delay”

The subject of the side sentence in 9b is expressed by the indefinite pronoun Tiveg.
It is usually translated neutrally as “some/certain”. However, it would seem more
legitimate to give it a more polemical,?!?
meaning, similar to Jude 4, where the phrase Tivec dvBpwmnot is usually translated
as disparaging “certain/some people” (in USCCB “some intruders”). This would
correspond with the accusations of the false teachers in 2 Pet 2:12.17, where they
are referred to sarcastically as obtot — “those” who interpret the neutral delay as
laziness or procrastination on the part of the Lord to fulfil His promise to come.

and thus a negative and contemptuous

There is no doubt that Twveg refers to false teachers. Sometimes the reference is also
extended to those who were persuaded by pseudo-teachers. However, the first vari-
ant is more likely here, especially when the pronoun twveg is given a contemptuous
interpretation.

As has been repeatedly pointed out, the views of the false teachers cannot be cate-
gorised into any particular philosophical trend. From the subordinated apocalyptic
convention of Peter’s presentation, it is rather an unsystematised conglomeration
of Jewish-Christian-Hellenistic elements.?!* Nevertheless, some elements of their
doctrine the heretics certainly took from the Epicureans. These include seeing the
delay of God’s judgment and punishment of the ungodly as evidence of God’s lack
of interest in the world in general and humans in particular. This leads not only
to questioning the existence of any, especially posthumous, divine punishment
and reward, but also to denying divine providence. In On Those who are Punished
by the Deity Late (Moralia 549C), Plutarch explicitly cites this Epicurean mode of
argument: “For the slowness of punishment takes away belief in providence, and the
wicked, observing that no evil follows each crime except long afterwards, attribute
it when it comes to mischance, and look upon it in the light more of accident than
punishment, and so receive no benefit from it, being grieved indeed when the

213 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 187.

214 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1004; Green sees in Peter’s polemic with the false teachers echoes
of the debates between Epicureans and Stoics that were common in the first century. Christians
may have been not only witnesses but even participants in such disputes; he cites Acts 17:18 and
17:31 as evidence.
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misfortune comes, but feeling no remorse for what they have done amiss”. He goes
on (Moralia 549D) to show how arguments largely coinciding with the Christian
view of God’s judgment are refuted: “justice that [...] ‘steals on silently and with
slow foot, and falls upon the wicked some time or other, seems to resemble more
chance than providence by reason, of its uncertainty, delay, and irregularity”. Such
thinking, however, is, in Plutarch’s estimation, based not on wisdom but, on the
contrary, on ignorance: “[no] one could succeed in justice, or understand how to
succeed in it, without he had learned or somehow got that science” (Moralia 550B).
In a similar way, the narrator of 2 Peter judged false teachers who blaspheme what
they do not understand (2 Pet 2:12).

The main source of Peter’s reflection on the delay of judgment and the parousia,
however, is not Greek philosophy, but Jewish tradition, with which the question of
delay is well known. Two strands of it can be observed shaping attitudes towards
the delay in the fulfilment of God’s promises: the first, in which there are assurances
that “the Lord will not delay”, and the second, in which the response to delay is
to maintain an unshakable confidence that what God announces will be realised.
The narrator of 2 Peter combines the two strands. On the one hand, by means of
psalmic chronometry (Ps 90[89]:4), he was proving that all human calculations
regarding the time of the coming of judgment do not translate into God’s perception
of time. It is therefore difficult to speak of delay, “the judgment is not idle, and
their destruction is not slumbering” (2 Pet 2:3b), and “the Lord is not slow [in
keeping]/is not delaying the promise” o0 Bpadvvel kupiog. Similar formulas with
the verb Bpadvvw occur in Deut 7:10, Isa 46:13 and Sir 35:19. These texts share
the motif of justice/just retribution more (Isa 46:13, Sir 35:19)!” or less explicitly
embedded in a judicial eschatological context. Also in ApBaSyr 20:6, there is an
assertion that eschatological events are indeed not late: “And afterwards come to
that place and I will reveal Myself to you, and speak true things with you, and I will
give you commandment regarding the method of the times; for they are coming
and tarry not”

On the other hand, the narrator of 2 Peter seems to acknowledge that the parousia
and judgment are delayed, but in 3:9¢ he gives the essential reason for the delay
- God’s patience. The only proper attitude in the face of delay is to trust God and
remain confident that all the promises will be fulfilled, not, as the false teachers
do, to blasphemously question God’s credibility and deny the delaying judgment.
Peter’s preferred attitude is described precisely in Hab 2:3 (LXX): “For there is still
a vision for an appointed time [katpég], and it will rise up at the end and not in
vain. If it [that time] should tarry, wait for it, for when it comes it will come and not
delay”. It is commonly believed that this very text is the basis of Peter’s reflection,

215 F Mickiewicz, List $w. Judy. Drugi List sw. Piotra, p. 323.
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especially since in the Aquila version the same verb as in 2 Peter — Bpastvw -
appears instead of the final verb xpovilw (‘to tarry, ‘to delay’, ‘not to come for a
long time’). Habakkuk’s recommendations are also used by other apocalypticists.
The closest to Peter is the Teacher of Righteousness from Qumran, who also sees a
delay in the coming of judgement, yet assures us that the end time will not delay:

interpreted this concerns the Teacher of Righteousness, to whom God made known all
the mysteries of the words of His servants the Prophets. For there shall be yet another
vision concerning the appointed time. It shall tell of the end and shall not lie. Interpreted,
this means that the final age shall be prolonged, and shall exceed all that the Prophets
have said; for the mysteries of God are astounding. If it tarries, wait for it, for it shall surely
come and shall not be late. Interpreted, this concerns the men of truth who keep the Law,
whose hands shall not slacken in the service of truth when the final age is prolonged. For
all the ages of God reach their appointed end as he determines for them in the mysteries
of His wisdom (1QpHab 7:4-14).2'6

Peter’s certainty that, despite the delay, the parousia and judgement will take place
is also based on his earlier interpretation of the narrative of the Flood and the
destruction of Sodom using typology and eschatological hermeneutics. Both the
diluvial tradition and the Sodom tradition are treated paradigmatically this time
because of the relationship between the announcement of punishment and its
execution. Since God has announced His eschatological judgement, during which
He will punish the wicked, this means that this judgement is bound to take place,
since the announcement of the punishment of the earth with the Flood and the
announcement of the punishment of Sodom with fire and - in both cases - the
extermination of the wicked, have previously been fulfilled. It should be noted,
however, that the execution of both punishments was preceded by the people’s
patient calls to repentance. Now the narrator of 2 Peter returns to these motifs and
develops them in a more universal theological and soteriological context, also using
eschatological typology and hermeneutics.?!” Just as before the Flood Noah, the
preacher of justice, according to Jewish tradition called for repentance, so before
the final judgment similar calls can be expected. And just as before the burning of
Sodom God first patiently listened to Abraham’s pleas (bargains) to save the city for
the sake of the righteous (Gen 18:23-33), and then with equal patience waited for the

216 Pesher on Habakkuk, https://intertextual bible/text/1qphab-7-matthew-24.36 [accessed: 5.01.2024].

217 Similar motifs occur in 1 Clem. 7:5-6, but Clement does not apply such an explicit eschatological
hermeneutic to them; rather, he emphasises the constant exhortation to repentance and conversion:
“Let us turn to every age that has passed, and learn that, from generation to generation, the Lord
has granted a place of repentance to all such as would be converted unto Him. Noah preached
repentance, and as many as listened to him were saved”.
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resisting Lot to leave Sodom (Gen 19:17-22),2!8 so also before the final judgement
he still shows his patience. These implications are contained in 2 Pet 3:9c—e: éA\&
pakpoBupel eig LUAG pr) BoVAOUEVEGS TLVAG AmoAéaBal aAAG TTAVTaG g peTdvolay
xwpfioat “[the Lord] shows patience towards you, not wishing that any [of you]
should perish, but that each [of you] should come to repentance”

Referring to God’s patience, the narrator of 2 Peter uses a different lexeme than
in 1:6 when describing human virtues. ‘Yrouovy in relation to humans meant per-
severance, endurance and steadfastness,?!? the noun pakpoBuuia and respectively
the verb paxpoBupéw in relation to God accentuate the element of mercy. Merciful
patience is one of the most important attributes of God in Jewish tradition and one
of the main theological themes of the Old Testament.?? It is an essential element
of God’s self-revelation.”?! Exod 34:6-7 lists God’s patience along with a number of
closely related terms relating to grace and faithfulness, which it juxtaposes with the
consequence of inflicting punishment for iniquity (avopia). This would mean that
mercy and justice are seen as the two most important incompatible attributes of
God. While justice, as mentioned, is based on consistency, mercy takes on various
facets, one of which is precisely patience. The text of Exod 34:6-7 became a model
for later statements,?*
tribute of God. God’s patience and fullness of mercy is referred to by Moses when
he asks God to forgive Israel (Lev 14:18). Jonah prays to a God who is “gracious
and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in kindness, repenting of punishment”
(Jonah 4:2). Similar terms are used by Joel 2:13, Nah 1:3, Neh 9:17, Ps 86[85]:15,
103[102]:8, 145[144]:8-9, Wis 15:1. In apocalyptic literature, patience is also char-
acterised alongside mercy (4 Ezra 7:132, 1 En 60:5), graciousness (4 Ezra 7:133),
generosity (4 Ezra 7:135), and compassion (4 Ezra 7:136): “[ The Most High is called]
patient, because he shows patience toward those who have sinned, since they are
his own works” (4 Ezra 7:134). This traditional path is followed by the apostle Paul
in Rom 2:4 when he lists patience together with kindness and forbearance.

Seemingly, the narrator of 2 Peter departs from the presentation of God’s pa-
tience integrated with other qualities and seeks to emancipate it, as is the case in

in which patience does not appear as an independent at-

218 R.P.Juza, Echoes of Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of the Lord, p. 234-235; in further argumenta-
tion, Juza cites rabbinic tradition (mainly targumic to Gen 18:21) in which the conversion of the
inhabitants of Sodom signifies God’s withdrawal from the execution of the announced punishment.
Even if one considers that this tradition goes back to the time of the writing of 2 Peter and may
have been known to Peter, God’s waiver of judgment would contradict Peter’s entire argument for
its inevitability and certainty.

219 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:6.

220 C.A. Blaising, The Day of the Lord Will Come, p. 394.

221 W. Grundmann, p. 116; D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 208.

222 ].H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 242; F. Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 324.
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ApBaSyr 24:2, 85:8: “at that time that you shall see [...] the long-suffering of the
Most High, which has been throughout all generations, who has been long-suffering
towards all who are born, (alike) those who sin and (those who) are righteous”?%
A similar treatment can be seen in 1 Pet 3:20 describing God’s patience before the
Flood. It is not insignificant that these texts refer to punishment and the chance
of salvation, and are therefore soteriological in nature. The same character is also
found in 1 Tim 1:16, where patience is attributed to Christ (cf. 2 Pet 3:15) thus
showing mercy to those who believe in Him. Patience, therefore, as a joint attribu-
tion of God (the Father) and Jesus Christ fits perfectly with the birefringence of the
title “Lord”. It is the “Lord” - God the Father/Christ, who is the subject of 3:9c-e -
who shows patience. However, as mentioned, the isolation of the Lord’s patience
from other misericordial attributes is only apparent here. The soteriological pur-
pose of patience described in 3:9de clearly re-integrates God’s patience with His
eschatological mercy.?**

The beneficiaries of the Lord’s patience are identified in verse 9c by the personal
pronoun Vuels “ye”. If one considers the fact that Peter is addressing his letter
to many future generations of Christians until the end times, the pronoun Vpelg
may refer primarily to those among the recipients who will not live to see the
second coming of Jesus. The narrator anticipates that questions about the time of
the parousia and judgment, despite the indication that it cannot be determined in
human terms, will continually arise and even intensify as the years and centuries
pass. Many questioners may be inclined to accept the solutions of the false teachers
(cf. 2:14,18), or at least lose eschatological vigilance. He argues, therefore, to take
this indeterminacy and alleged delays not as a reason for disappointment, doubt
and even blasphemous accusations, but as an expression of God’s mercy and will to
save. One can see here a clear contrast between the beliefs of Twveg “some [people]”
based on erroneous inference and the reminder (cf. 3:1.2) to the recipients of the
letter about the teaching of the prophets and apostles (cf. 3:2), which allows the
delay to be interpreted positively.

Since, as Peter reminds us, the object of God’s patience is the recipients of the
letter, the theological-soteriological remarks of verse 9de must also be applied to
them, as 3:152%° also confirms. This means that the statements Ttvag [pry] émoAéoOat
“that any/none [of you] should perish” and navtag eig petdvolav xwphoat “that
each/every [of you] should come to repentance” are not to be taken as general

223 The Apocalypse of Baruch the Syrian, p. 416, 441.

224 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:9d-e.

225 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 313; T.R. Schreiner, p.704; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1004; See
analysis of 2 Pet 3:15.
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quantifications that could imply universal salvation.??® As can be seen, the pronoun
Twveg in verse 9d is used in a different function, with a different meaning and with
a different referent than the pronoun tiveg in verse 9b, where it referred to false
teachers. This interplay of meanings should not be surprising, for in the same verse
it was applied to the verb BpadUvw and the noun Bpadvtnua.

The false teachers have long been doomed. The narrator repeatedly describes
their fate using the verb anéAAvpt or the noun anwAeia (2 Pet 2:1.3). The last time
in reflecting on the preservation of the present state of affairs until the day of
judgement and annihilation of the ungodly (2 Pet 3:7). According to Jewish apoca-
lyptic tradition, especially those who deny judgment and blaspheme the Judge (cf.
2 Pet 2:10-12), and see His merciful patience as weakness and lack of power, await
judgment and punishment (cf. 2:3b):

Until this day lasted the day of His mercy; and He hath been merciful and long-suffering
towards those who dwell on the earth. And when the day, and the power, and the punish-
ment, and the judgement come, which the Lord of Spirits hath prepared for those who
worship not the righteous law, and for those who deny the righteous judgement, and for
those who take His name in vain-that day is prepared, for the elect a covenant, but for

sinners an inquisition (1 En 60:5-6).

Since the fate of the ungodly and false teachers has already been described, it seems
quite natural that the narrator of 2 Peter moves slowly on to zoom in on the fate
of the righteous/believers (cf. 3:13-15). He uses a phrase that has entered per-
manently into Christian language: Tivag pry anoAéoBay; indeed, formally and/or

226 Traditionally, 2 Pet 3:9de is translated and read in a universal way, referring to God’s will for the
conversion and salvation of everyone/everyone; see ].N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of
Peter and of Jude, p. 363; W. Grundmann, p. 116-117; D.A. Keating, p. 420-421; R.A. Reese, 2 Peter
and Jude, p. 169; F. Mickiewicz, List $w. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 325; M. Luther translates the
text as follows: “will nicht, daf8 jemand verloren werde, sondern daf3 jedermann zur Bufie finde
[wills not that any one should perish, but that all should come to repentance]”. In his commentary,
however, he does not address this issue further. He treats 2 Pet 3:8-10 collectively and focuses on the
divine and human perception of time, The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude Preached and Explained
by Martin Luther III (V.8-10) . In modern translations, Ttveg is most often translated inclusively as
“any/anyone”: “not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (NIV); “not
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (NKJV); “not willing for
any to perish, but for all to come to repentance” (NASB); “not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance” (ESV). PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 617-618, in 3:9d
sees elements characteristic of universal salvation and from 2 Pet 3:9ce derives the encouragement
for Christians to pray for all, including their enemies (here false teachers), so that they too may
come to true knowledge, conversion and faith and thus escape judgment. Sometimes the inclusive
translation and interpretation are slightly modified or narrowed, see: D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 188,
for example, argues that only the statement about repentance in 3:9e applies to all people.
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semantically similar expressions, also with a particularised quantification, can be
found in John 3:16 (“everyone who believes”); John 10:28 (with reference to the
believers/followers of Jesus/Shepherd); John 17:12, 1 Cor 1:18 (with reference to
believers); only in 1 Tim 2:4, a general quantifier seems to have been used, but, as
227 _ the New Testament writers understood the idea of
the universality of salvation mainly within Christianity. Early Christian literature
confirms this. Clement of Rome comments on the words of the prophets about
repentance addressed to the house of Israel, to the sons of God’s people, and con-
cludes: “Desiring, therefore, that all His beloved should be partakers of repentance,
He has, by His almighty will, established [these declarations]” (I Clem. 8:5). This
is even more clearly seen in The Shepherd. Hermas, in Similitude 8, describes dif-
ferent kinds of branches — green, withered completely, withered halfway, broken,
destroyed in whole or in part by vermin, and so on. They symbolise the different
attitudes of people but within the Church, and the different prospects of conversion,
and with them of perdition/death or salvation (dwelling in the tower), associated
with these intra-community attitudes, e. g.

notes Daniel J. Harrington

they whose branches were found withered and moth-eaten are the apostates and traitors
of the Church, who have blasphemed the Lord in their sins, [...] not a single one of them
repented, although they heard the words which I spoke to them, which I enjoined upon
you. [...] And they who gave them in withered and undecayed, these also were near to
them; for they were hypocrites, and introducers of strange doctrines, and subverters of
the servants of God, especially of those who had sinned, not allowing them to repent, but

persuading them by foolish doctrines. These, accordingly, have a hope of repentance. |...]

as many of them as repented became good [...]. You see, then, he said, that repentance
involves life to sinners, but non-repentance death. [...] They whose branches were half-
withered to the same extent are the wavering; [...] And they who have them half-withered

and cracked are both waverers and slanderers [...]. And yet to these also, he continued,
repentance is possible. [...] some of them have repented, and there is still remaining in
them [...] a hope of repentance. And as many of them, he added, as have repented, shall
have their dwelling in the tower. [...] And as many as do not repent at all, but abide in their
deeds, shall utterly perish. [...] Many, accordingly, who heard my commands repented,
and those at least who repented had their dwelling in the tower. But some of them at last
fell away: these, accordingly, have not repentance [...]. And many of them doubted. These
still have repentance in their power, if they repent speedily; and their abode will be in
the tower. [...] And they who gave in their branches two-thirds withered and one-third
green, are those who have denied [the Lord] in various ways. Many, however, repented,

but some of them hesitated and were in doubt. These, then, have repentance within their
227 D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 288.
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reach, if they repent quickly, and do not remain in their pleasures; but if they abide in
their deeds, these, too, work to themselves death (Similitude 8:6-8).

In this picture (up to 8:10), Hermas finally describes those who “were always
good, and faithful, and distinguished before God” (8:10), but they too were not
without sin, nor were the waverers or those who only believed but did not manifest
their faith by works. All of them, when they heard the call to repentance “they
unhesitatingly repented, and practice all virtue and righteousness” (8:10). And
although the similitude ends with the appeal: “Go and tell them to every one,
that they may repent, and they shall live unto God. Because the Lord, having had
compassion on all men, has sent me to give repentance, although some are not
worthy of it on account of their works” (8:11), it is clear that the call to repentance is
addressed to the faithful who belong to the Christian community, not to all people.
Hermas - like Peter — links this call with God’s patience and willingness to save
those who have previously been called into the Christian community: “the Lord,
being long-suffering poxp66vpog Gv 6 kOplog, desires those who were called by
His Son to be saved” (8:11).

The reason for the delay of judgment is God’s patience, while the purpose is the
desire to save/salvage the faithful. This is expressed using the antithetical paral-
lelism pr) BovAdpevog Tvag amoAéaBal - mavTag eig petdvolav ywproat. Thus, on
the one hand, God’s salvific will signifies His desire that the faithful should not
perish; on the other, that they should come to conversion.?”® The two elements
of the parallelism condition each other, meaning that the condition for avoiding
annihilation is conversion, and the condition for conversion is the recognition that
one deserves annihilation. Both segments use verbs in the form of infinitivi aoristi.
The aorist indicates that the narrator of 2 Peter had in mind a total, complete anni-
hilation from which there is no rescue, and a total, complete coming to conversion
involving all aspects and dimensions of human life.

A similar thought to 2 Pet 3:9de and the formula eig yetdvoldv oe dyet can be
found in Rom 2:4.2%° This does not, however, imply a direct relationship between the
Peterine and Pauline texts. Rather, the source of Peter’s claim should be sought in
the Jewish sapiential tradition (Wis 11:23, 12:10) and the prophetic and apocalyptic
texts referring to God’s patience, where there is also a call to repentance (Joel 2:13,
Jonah 4:2), a mention of human sinfulness (4 Ezra 7:134) and the need for justifi-
cation (ApBaSyr 24:2). In 4 Ezra 4:38-39 the protagonist expresses a supposition

228 Otherwise, for example, E Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 324, who translates
this passages as follows: “His [God’s] patience is motivated by the fact that he does not wish some
people to perish, but desires to bring everyone to conversion’.

229 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 242.
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particularly close to Peter’s argument: “all of us also are full of ungodliness. And it
is perhaps on account of us that the time of threshing is delayed for the righteous -
on account of the sins of those who dwell on earth”

The motif of God’s patience to give people time to repent is also known to Philo.
In Leg. alleg. 111 34:106, he quotes Scripture to prove that “God does not visit with
his vengeance even those who sin against him, immediately, but that he gives them
time for repentance, and to remedy and correct their evil conduct”*° Moreover,
even Plutarch, in his treatise On Those who are Punished by the Deity Late, cites as
one of the causes and one of the purposes of delay the mildness and long-suffering
of a god who wishes to encourage a sick soul to repent:

observing that the deity [...] puts off his punishments and defers them for some time
[we] shall be reserved in our views about such matters, and shall think that mildness
and long-suffering which the god exhibits a divine part of virtue, reforming a few by
speedy punishment, but benefiting and correcting many by a tardy one. [...] But it is
likely that the deity would look at the state of any guilty soul that he intended to punish,
if haply it might turn and repent, and would give time for reformation to all whose vice
was not absolute and incurable. [...] [W]hereas to those who seem to have fallen into
wrong-doing, rather from ignorance of what was good than from deliberate choice of
what was bad, he gives time to repent. But if they persist in vice he punishes them too, for
he has no fear that they will escape him (Moralia 551C-E).

The fact that God gives the faithful time to convert should be seen as an act of
mercy.?*! This is why the prophetic texts so closely linked mercy, grace and patience.
Now, it is also clear that Peter’s addition of the purpose of patience fits into this
characteristic parity, or even identity, of patience and mercy in prophetism, and
tones down and even overcomes the apparent isolation of patience from God’s
other misericordial attributes.

In describing conversion, the narrator of 2 Peter uses the term petdvola. The
term rarely appears in classical Greek, but it is relatively common in koine Greek,
although it occurs occasionally in the LXX, mainly in wisdom literature (Prov 14:15,
Wis 11:23,12:10.19, Sir 44:16). It refers primarily to mental activity, but also includes
the translation of reflection into action, so it usually means: firstly, the recognition
of previous views as erroneous; secondly, remorse and regret that erroneous views
determined erroneous conduct; and finally, a radical change of conduct.?*? Before

230 Philo, Allegorical Interpretation III, http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book4.html
[accessed: 5.01.2024].

231 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 304.

232 J. Goetzmann, Conversion (uetavoia), NIDNTT, p. 357.
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the noun petdvola or the verb uetavoéw came to be used in the NT to refer to the
phenomenon as a whole, they were used in the ST to refer to particular components
of conversion, e. g. when describing regret (1 Sam 15:29, Joel 2:14, Jer 4:28, 18:8.10,
Wis 5:3), as well as in describing the conduct of God who turns away from inflicting
punishment and turns towards mercy (Amos 7:3.6, Jonah 3:9). Thus, if we consider
the prophetic tradition, Peter’s connection between God’s patience and conversion
can be understood as follows: The Lord shows patience to you, wanting everyone to
come to such a state that will cause that God resigns from inflicting punishment and
shows mercy. This is, of course, overlaid with a holistic inter- and New Testament
understanding of conversion as a human turning away from sin and changing the
way of life. The bearer of such a meaning is, of course, the Greek term, but also its
Semitic equivalents, as can be seen very clearly in the Qumran literature, where
there are numerous exhortations and references to conversion treated as a condition
of membership in the community:

And this is the rule for the men of the community who have freely pledged themselves to
be converted from all evil and to cling to all his commandments according to his will [...]
Whoever approaches the Council of the Community shall enter the Covenant of God in
the presence of all who have freely pledged themselves. He shall undertake by a binding
oath to return with all his heart and soul” (1QS 5:1.7-9)

the members of the community call themselves converts from Israel: “The priests
are the captivity of Israel who have gone forth out of the land of Judah and they
who have joined them. And the sons of Zadok are the chosen of Israel” (CD 4:2-4),
and their covenant with God, the covenant of conversion***: “Because they entered
into the covenant of repentance” (CD 19:16).

From the apocalyptic tradition, Peter draws the eschatological orientation of
conversion; thus, among the prophets, he may be considered closest to John the
Baptist and Jesus himself, who called for conversion because the kingdom of God
had come (cf. Matt 3:2, 4:17, 10:7, Mark 1:15). In 3:9e, then, he does not mean to
emphasise turning away from a sinful, pagan past, for this the faithful have already
done by joining the Christian community, but to persevere in that community
(cf. 2 Pet 2:20-21). In the call for the faithful to come to conversion, one can see
a reference to the baptismal catechesis from chapter 1. The narrator argues that
baptism is not the final moment in the Christian life, but the initiatory moment
when the faithful can begin to come to conversion. Having already been cleansed of
past sins (1:9) and equipped with everything necessary for a godly life and escape
from corruption (1:3-4), they should continually use this equipment to perfect

233 Ibid.
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themselves (1:5-8), affirm their election (1:10), not stumble on their way to the
eternal kingdom (1:10-11) and attain a share in the divine nature (1:4). In this
baptismal context, one can see a characteristic feature of Peter’s understanding of
conversion, which is not a one-off act but a daily, eschatologically oriented Christian
duty*** leading to standing before God without stain or blemish (2 Pet 3:14-15).

God’s patience, which temporarily restrains His wrath,?*® is not, however, shown
indefinitely, for mercy does not imply the suspension of justice. ApBaSyr 12:4
speaks of the coming of God’s wrath after a time of patience: “For assuredly in
its own season shall the (divine) wrath awake against you. Which now in long-
suffering is held in as it were by reins”; likewise the canonical Apocalypse of John
(Rev 2:5.16.21-22, 3:3, cf. Ps 7:12—13, Acts 17:30-31). Therefore, conversion, the
exercise of baptismal gifts, should not be delayed.?*® The one who fails to convert in
time will be subject to judgment and punishment, just like the ungodly false teachers
who, although they turned away from the pagan way of life (2:20), even accepted
baptism (1:9), nevertheless did not persevere in the daily pursuit of conversion,
became like blind men, or rather visually impaired (1:9), so it is no wonder that
they deviated from the straight path and went astray (2:15) on their way to the
eternal kingdom. Linked to the encouragement to begin the pursuit of conversion
immediately is the depiction of the sudden, unexpected arrival of the day of the
Lord in 3:10a. This makes the case that conversion can also be seen as part of
eschatological vigilance.

In verse 10a, the coming of the day of the Lord is likened to the coming of a
thief. As already mentioned, this verse forms, together with 3:8, the framework
of the entire passus not only in terms of content — referring to the time of the
parousia and judgment - but also in terms of form. For both texts make direct
reference to prophetic and apostolic teaching. 2 Pet 3:8 referred to the comparison
with Ps 90[89]:4, 2 Pet 3:10a refers to the apostolic comparison of the day of the
Lord to a thief (cf. Matt 24:44, Luke 12:40, 1 Thess 5:2, Rev 3:3, 16:15).

The very phrase nuépa xvpiov “the day of the Lord” is taken from the prophetic
and apocalyptic tradition. By using it, the narrator emphasises the prophetic nature
of his statement. “The day of the Lord” has a double meaning, which is also marked
in 2 Peter. On the one hand, it signifies the eschatological judgment and punishment
that will fall on sinners (Isa 13:6.9, Ezek 13:5, 30:3, Joel 1:15, 2:1.11, Obad 15-16, 3:4,
Amos 5:18.20, Zeph 1:7.14, Mal 3:2, cf. Acts 2:20, 1 Cor 5:5, 1 Thess 5:2, 2 Thess 2:2),

234 In the same spirit, M. Luther speaks about penance in thesis 1: “When our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ said, ‘Repent’ (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance” (The 95
Theses 1).

235 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 310.

236 D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 187.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0


https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672

Es. Interpretation of prophetic and apostolic teaching: B. - interpretation proper - soteriology (2 Pet 3:8-10a)

on the other hand, a time of salvation for the righteous (Joel 2:21-3:2, Obad 17,
Zech 14:4-21). Such ambivalence also appears in extra-biblical literature:

On that day Mine Elect One shall sit on the throne of glory And shall try their [sinners]
works [...]. And their souls shall grow strong within them when they see Mine Elect Ones,
And those who have called upon My glorious name: Then will I cause Mine Elect One
to dwell among them. And I will transform the heaven and make it an eternal blessing
and light And I will transform the earth and make it a blessing: And I will cause Mine
elect ones to dwell upon it: But the sinners and evil-doers shall not set foot thereon. For
I have provided and satisfied with peace My righteous ones And have caused them to
dwell before Me: But for the sinners there is judgement impending with Me, So that I
shall destroy them from the face of the earth (1 En 45:3-7).

Peter described the judgment on sinners - their extermination - directly. In 3:9¢c-e,
by mentioning God’s patience and unwillingness to annihilate the faithful, he also
indirectly pointed to the salvation of the righteous. He will return to this positive
aspect of “the day of the Lord” again in 3:15-16.

In the New Testament, “the day of the Lord” is also called “the day of the Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1:8), “the day of our Lord Jesus” (2 Cor 1:14), “the day of Christ
[Jesus]” (Phil 1:6.10, 2:16, cf. 2 Thess 1:6-10). As in 3:8 and 9, also in 3:10a, the title
“Lord” is to be considered bi-referential: both God (prophetic tradition) and Jesus
(apostolic tradition).

From the apostolic tradition, as mentioned, the comparison of the day of the
Lord to a thief is taken. This startling analogy is intended, firstly, to make the
recipients aware that the day will come suddenly, without warning, and therefore
all speculation and calculation, even those based on Ps 90[89]:4 are inapplicable;
secondly, the idea is to mobilise the faithful to vigilance and constant readiness for
the coming of the Lord, no matter when it takes place, i. e. to constant Christian
conversion. Neyrey?*” as well as Watson and Callan?*® claim that the thought and
comparison of the coming of the day of the Lord to a thief was taken by the narrator
of 2 Peter directly from Paul (cf. 1 Thess 5:2.4) and cite 2 Pet 3:15-16 as evidence.
However, this seems to be too far-fetched a conclusion; it is not known exactly
what writings of Paul the author of 2 Peter was familiar with.?* A simpler solution
would be to point out that the comparison entered the Christian sociolect from the
oral tradition and became an essential element of a pan-Christian eschatological

237 J.H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 242.
238 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 209.
239 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:15-16.
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parenesis encouraging vigilance?*” and conversion. Such mobilisation combined
with warning appears in the canonical gospels (Matt 24:43-44, cf. Mark 13:32-37)
and the Apocalypse of John (Rev 3:3, 16:15), but also in extra-canonical literature
e. g. Didache 16:1: “be ready, for you know not the hour in which our Lord comes’,
and in the Gospel of Thomas: “if the owner of a house knows that the thief is
coming, he will begin his vigil before he comes and will not let him dig through
into his house of his domain to carry away his goods”.

The most likely source of the comparison is the teaching of Jesus himself, although
it should be noted that in the gospels and Revelation the coming of Jesus is likened
to the coming of a thief (f{§w w¢ kAénng “T will come like a thief” — Rev 3:3, i8o0
gpyopat wg kKAEnTng “Behold, I am coming like a thief”- Rev 16:15), in 1 Thess 5:2
and 2 Pet 3:10a - it is indeed as in 2 Peter “the day of the Lord will come like a thief”.
This difference, however, does not seem to be significant, since the day of the Lord,
associated primarily with judgment, is closely associated in apostolic tradition with
the parousia — the second coming of Jesus as Judge and Ruler (cf. 2 Pet 1:16-17). As
mentioned, the element of comparison marked by the comparative participle &g is
of considerable importance here, for it impinges on the understanding of 2 Pet 3:8b.
It seems clear that in the comparison “the day of the Lord/the Lord will come like a
thief” is not about making the Lord a thief, but about finding tertium comparationis
common to the element being compared and the comparative element. The same
mechanism must also have been used in the comparisons in 3:8b: “one day in
the Lord [is] like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day”, although
undoubtedly tertium comparationis is less clear there. The point, however, is to dwell
on the observation that the divine and human reckoning of time are incompatible,
and a short time with God (one day) is a long time in human perception, but also a
short time in human perspective can be a long time from the point of view of God’s
design. All calculations are meaningless anyway, because the day of the Lord will
come unexpectedly anyway.

As can be seen, 2 Pet 3:10a is an excellent summary of the transitory passage
begun in 3:8, in which the point is to draw the audience’s attention to three facts.
First — the false teachers’ accusations of God’s passivity and delay or even omission
of judgement are unfounded because they stem from the adoption of a human
time perspective. God’s chronometry is quite different. It eludes all speculation
and calculation. From this divine perspective, there can be no delay**! (verse 8).
Secondly - if we look at eschatology from a human point of view and assume that
there has been some delay;, it is a delay caused by God’s mercy (patience). For God
wants the day of judgment and the day of Jesus’ coming to be a time of salvation,

240 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 306.
241 D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 209.
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not annihilation, for the faithful (verse 9a-d). Thirdly - for the day of the Lord
to be a time of salvation, there needs to be a constant mobilisation of the faithful
to vigilance, which translates into a continual coming to repentance/conversion
(verse 9e-10a).

2.12 D,. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:10b-11a)

1%15 which the heavens loudly/at the voice [of God] shall pass away,
And heavenly bodies, burning, will be destroyed/dissolved.
The earth and the works on it will not be found/will be burnt up,

"aBecause it will all [be] destroyed/dissolved in this way.

After interpreting the delay as an expression of God’s patience and mercy, Peter
returns again to a description of the last day drawn from the apocalyptic and
prophetic and apostolic tradition. He had already prepared his audience for the fact
that he was now reaching not only for prophetic imagery but also for the teaching
of Jesus transmitted by the apostles in 3:10a by referring to the comparison of the
day of the Lord to a thief, which most likely referred to the sayings of Jesus himself.
He most likely borrows the phrase about the passing of the heavens from Jesus.

The structure of the prophetic and apostolic teaching quoted in 3:10b-11a refers
back to 3:7, where it was said that “the heavens and the earth were and are preserved
for fire”. Now the narrator returns to this thought, develops it and summarises it. The
development includes elements related to heaven (3:10b—c) and elements related to
earth (3:10d). The summary deals with destruction by fire (3:11a).

Formally, 2 Pet 3:10b is a continuation of the sentence begun in 3:10a, the subject
of which is “the day of the Lord” (i{geL 8¢ juépa kvpiov wg kAémng). “In which”
év ), beginning the relative attributive clause, refers then to “the day”. However,
this clause has its own subject — oUpavol “heavens”. Its predicate — mapépyopat
‘to pass away, ‘to lapse, ‘to pass out of sight’ clearly alludes to the apocalyptic
and eschatological teaching of Jesus (Matt 5:18, 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33, cf.
Rev 21:1).%42 The narrator thus alters the traditional image “the heavens shall be
rolled up like a scroll” that appears in Isa 34:4 and even in the dependent texts of
2 Peter, e. g. in ApPet 5 (in the account of Macarius Magnes 4:9), where the Isaiah
comparisons are revisited: “And every power of heaven shall be melted, and the
heaven shall be rolled up like a book”. Perhaps the purpose of such a procedure is
to make the narrator credible again in the eyes of the audience. For Peter would be
acting as an eyewitness (cf. 2 Pet 1:16) and direct recipient of Jesus’ eschatological

242 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 315.
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speeches. Now, as an apostle, Peter passes the message on, taking care to make his
listeners aware that they are the continuation and culmination of the eschatological
prophetic message (cf. 1:19a). It is no coincidence, then, that the general formula
attributed by the evangelists to Jesus ot oUpavol naperevoovtat, he enriches with
details that connotate images from apocalyptic Jewish tradition: a loud sound, the
fate of the heavenly bodies and, finally, fire.

The sound accompanying the passing of the heavens is defined by the adverb
powin&ov. Since it is a biblical hapax legomenon,** it is difficult to determine its
exact meaning. If one considers its onomatopoeic character,’** pow(n&6v would
suggest a sound similar to a swish, crackle, hiss (perhaps the crackle or hiss of fire).
G.L. Green speculates that it may be a sound generated by something passing with
great force and speed.?*> Sometimes a rumble, roar, howl or great noise caused by
the confusion of many different sounds is indicated, just as the cacophony of the
eschatological doom of the world is described in 1QH 11[3]:32-36: the depths of
the abyss “roar like the turbulence of the seas when their waves beat and spew out
ash and mud. The earth shrieks over the desolation wrought in the world, and all
its depths trumpet [...] God thunders with the thunder of his great strength, and
his holy residence echoes with the truth of his glory, and the host of the heaven
adds its noise”. The Apocalypse of Thomas takes a completely different approach
to the audible eschatological signs. The text refers to the six days of creation. On
days one, two and three there is a great voice or thunder that is the antithesis to
the creative word of God. Although not expressed explicitly, one can guess that the
voice in the end times will also belong to God/Jesus as Judge.

At the third hour of the day shall be a great and mighty voice in the firmament of the
heaven [...]. And on the second day there shall be a great voice in the firmament of the
heaven, and the earth shall be moved out of its place [...]. And on the third day, about the
second hour, shall be a voice in heaven, and the abysses of the earth shall utter their voice

from the four corners of the world.

On the following days the voice will belong to creation. “And on the fourth day
at the first hour, the earth of the east shall speak, the abyss shall roar [...]. And
on the fifth day, at the sixth hour, there shall be great thunderings suddenly in the
heaven”. In a shorter version of the text, various voices and sounds also accompany
the events of the sixth, seventh and eighth days:

243 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1008.
244 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 315.
245 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1008.
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And on the sixth day at the fourth hour there shall be a great voice in heaven, and the
firmament of the heaven shall be cloven from the east unto the west [...] And on the
seventh day at the eighth hour there shall be voices in the four corners of the heaven. And
all the air shall be shaken, and filled with holy angels, and they shall make war among
them all the day long. [...] And when the seven days are passed by, on the eighth day at

the sixth hour there shall be a sweet and tender voice in heaven from the east.

As can be seen, the apocalyptic tradition links noise in the last days either to a
creature that is being destroyed or to the voice of God that is carrying out judgment.
It seems that Peter is closer to the latter variant, referring to the prophetic texts,
where the angry voice of God is likened to thunder.?*¢ Moreover, God’s accom-
plishing judgment and destroying word/voice in the end times corresponds with
Peter’s earlier argument (2 Pet 3:5-6). It also fits perfectly with apocalypticism’s
characteristic integration of ktiseological and eschatological motifs and themes.
4 Ezra additionally links this voice, belonging to the messiah “who will himself
deliver his creation” (4 Ezra 13:26), with the action of fire: “and whenever his voice
issued from his mouth, all who heard his voice melted as wax melts when it feels
the fire. [...] And as for your seeing wind and fire and a storm coming out of his
mouth” (4 Ezra 13:4.27). Likewise, The Apocalypse of Elijah: “It will come to pass
on that day that the Lord will hear and command the heaven and the earth with
great wrath. And they will send for fire” (ApEl 5:22). This imagery is close to the
narrator of 2 Peter, who chose to creatively combine the motif of the destructive
action of fire with the motif of the voice/word of God in the last days in an amalgam
powgn8dv evoking both associations simultaneously.

The action of fire is mentioned in 3:10c with the verb kavedouat in part. praes.
medii ‘burning’ or ‘melting’ (under the influence of high temperature), which
docket the noun atoiyela. The term atolyela can be understood in at least three
ways: firstly, as the components, the chemical elements of which the world is made,
often identified with the classical four elements; secondly, as the heavenly bodies,
i. e. the sun, the moon, the stars; thirdly and finally, as the supernatural powers that
govern nature.

The first hypothesis, related to the understanding of ototyela as elements and/
or elements, is based on the assumption that the narrator of 2 Peter draws here
primarily on Greek philosophy. For the Greeks believed that the basic components of
the universe are water, earth, air and fire.>*” Plutarch, referring to Plato and Aristotle,
calls earth, water, air and fire the four elements (roots) (Sentiments Concerning
Nature 1:2). Diogenes Laertius, in the Lives of Eminent Philosophers, notes that

246 1 Sam 2:10, 7:10, Ps 18[17]:14, 77[76]:19, 104[103]:7, Job 37:5, Sir 43:17, Joel 4:16, Amos 1:2.
247 D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 209-210.
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already the Egyptian philosophers “say that matter was the first principle, next
the four elements (ototxela) were derived from matter, and thus living things
of every species were produced” (I Prologue:10). However, the term is primarily
characteristic of the philosophy of the Stoics, who also distinguished between
principle (apyr) and elements (otoiyela):

[principles] without generation or destruction, whereas the elements are destroyed when
all things are resolved into fire (¢km0pwolg). Moreover, the principles are incorporeal and
destitute of form, while the elements have been endowed with form. [God] created first of
all the four elements, fire, water, air, earth. [...] An element is defined as that from which
particular things first come to be at their birth and into which they are finally resolved
(VII 1:134.136).

Since the narrator of 2 Peter is close to Stoicism, one could see in 3:10c and later in
3:22-13 an adaptation of at least some components of the Stoic idea of purification
and renewal of the world by fire (¢kmOpwotg and maAyyeveoia).?*® There would
be nothing strange in the transposition of such a Greek viewpoint into Jewish and
Christian tradition. On the contrary, it would even be in line with Peter’s strategy to
Christianise Greek, especially Stoic and Socratic-Platonic philosophy. This is all the
more so since echoes of such ideas about the four elements or the chemical elements
of which the world and man are made already resound in Jewish tradition, e. g. in
Md. In Wis 7:17, 19:18, 4 Macc 12:13 and in Philo, who in De Cherubim 11 35:127
compares the creation of the world to the construction of a house: “consider the
greatest house or city, namely, this world [...] the materials are the four elements, of
which it is composed”. The same cosmological concept is also adapted by Hermas,
who in Vision 3:13 expresses the belief that the world is governed by the four
elements. Aristides of Athens proves in the Apology that the elements - earth, water,
fire and winds, i. e. air — cannot be gods, although some barbarians give them divine
worship. The same mistake is made by those who regard the sun as a deity, while it is,
like the stars and the moon, merely a creation of God. In one of the manuscripts of
the Syriac version, after the second paragraph, the mention is added that “the wind
is obedient to God, and fire to the angels; the waters also to the demons and the earth
to the sons of men” (Apology II). The interpretation of otoiyela as the elements of
2 Pet 3:10c may have been influenced by the Second Book of the Sibylline Oracles,
which states that in the end times all the four elements will become bereft: “And
then of the world all the elements [s]hall be berett, air, earth, sea, light, sky, days,

248 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:7; see also J.A. Harrill, Stoic Physics, the Universal Conflagration, and the
Eschatological Destruction of the ‘Ignorant and Unstable’ in 2 Peter, [in:] Stoicism in Early Christianity,
ed. T. Rasimus, T. Engberg-Pedersen, I. Dunderberg, Grand Rapids 2010, p. 115-140.
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[n]ights” (SibOr 2:255-257). What is notable here is the absence of fire among these
elements — most likely because in the Sibylline books fire plays a key role during
judgment, so it cannot be annihilated.?*® The reference of the term ototyela to the
four elements or chemical elements seems attractive, for, as mentioned, it fits into
Peter’s strategy of Christianising Greek philosophy.*>* However, it does not stand
up when confronted with the parallel structures of 3:7 and 3:10b-d (and later also
3:13), for the chemical elements or the four elements cannot be attributed solely
to heaven. Meanwhile, the narrator of 2 Peter seems to make a clear distinction
between elements associated with heaven and elements associated with earth.?!

The sun, moon and stars have already appeared alongside the four elements in
some of the texts cited above. Hypothesis two therefore assumes that it is to them
that the term otouyela refers. Although this view has the most supporters among
commentators,?? it is not reflected in contemporary Polish translations of 2 Peter.?>*
The source of the identification of otoiyela in general with the celestial bodies can
also be traced back to Greek philosophy, including Aristotle’s Metaphysics (997b),
which announces: “there will have to be a heaven besides the sensible heaven, and
a sun and moon, and all the other heavenly bodies” As it seems, at the turn of
the 1st/ second century, early Christian writers understood the term ototyela in
this Aristotelian spirit, whether they treated the sun, stars, moon in a literal or
metaphorical way. Theophilus of Antioch in To Autolycus 11V:3, V:3 calls the sun,
moon and stars the elements:

For the heavens are His work, the earth is His creation, the sea is His handiwork; man is
His formation and His image; sun, moon, and stars are His elements [oTotyela], made for
signs, and seasons, and days, and years, that they may serve and be slaves to man; [...] For
if a man cannot look upon the sun, though it be a very small heavenly body, on account

of its exceeding heat and power.

Justin Martyr in The Second Apology V:2 describes the establishment of the protec-
tion of angels over men, but before this took place, “God [...] had made the whole
world, and subjected things earthly to man, and arranged the heavenly elements
[the sun, the moon and stars] for the increase of fruits and rotation of the seasons”.

249 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:7.

250 This reference was still popular in the Middle Ages. Bede the Venerable, in his commentary on the
Second Letter of Peter, argues that “the world consists of four elements, which are fire, air, earth
and fire. This fire will not consume all of them, but only two. The other two the fire will renew and
they will receive a new appearance”; Ojcowie Kosciota komentujg Biblig, p. 147.

251 See below for a tabular representation of the parallels between 3:5.6.7 and 10c.

252 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 315.

253 ESV renders ototxela as “heavenly bodies”; NIV, KJV, NKJV, NASB translates the term as “elements”
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Tatian, in Oratio ad Graecos 9-10, uses the term otoiyela to describe the signs of
the zodiac and the figures who were honoured by the Greeks with being transferred
to the heavens, to the constellations. In the letter of Polycrates of Ephesus quoted
by Eusebius of Caesarea, ototxela is used metaphorically and denotes the most
prominent figures, the stars; it refers to the apostle John, the apostle Philip and his
daughters: “For in Asia also great lights have fallen asleep, which shall rise again
on the last day, at the coming of the Lord” (HE III 31:3). It can be assumed that
2 Pet 3:10c is part of this tradition of understanding the association of ototyela
with elements belonging to the heavens, with heavenly bodies. A comparison with
2 Pet 3:12¢c may confirm this. Both texts, in almost the same words, first mention
the heavens (3:10b and 12b) and then the burning elements that are destroyed.
Since the reference to the earth is missing in 3:12, it becomes clear that otoiyela
refer only to the heavens, and 12b and 12¢ form a synonymous parallelism:

2 Pet3:10b-c 2 Pet3:12b-c

€v 1) ol opavol. oUpavol

pollndov mapelevoovtat, TupoUpevoL AuBricovtat
otolxela &€ Kal otolyela
KauooUpeva KauooUpeva

AuBrjoetat Thketat

in which the heavens heavens

loudly/at the voice of God shall pass away, being/standing on fire will be destroyed,
and heavenly bodies and heavenly bodies
burning, burning,

will be destroyed will be melted

A comparison of 3:10b-c and 3:12b-c also makes it possible to definitively
reconstruct the sources of this imagery. As already mentioned, the narrator of
2 Peter in describing the destruction of the sky and its elements partly depends
on Isa 34:4: xal EAtyrjoetat 6 o0pavog W BLBAlov kal mévta Ta GoTpa TEGETTAL KOG
GO £ aumédov Kal wg minTel pOAAa o oukiig “All the host of heaven shall rot;
the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll. All their host shall wither away, as the
leaf wilts on the vine, or as the fig withers on the tree”. However, he omits the image
of the rolling up of the heavens, replacing it with Jesus’ “
with Mal 3:19a where the melting of the world and especially of the ungodly in fire
is described: 810tL iS00 Nuépa kupiov EpyeTal Katopévn wg KA{Bavog kai dpAEEeL
avtovg “For the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble, And the day that is coming will set them on fire”. Malachi
is also alluded to in 2 Clem. 16:3: “the day of judgment draws near like a burning
oven, and certain of the heavens and all the earth will melt, like lead melting in fire”
All doubts seem to be dispelled by the dependency of ApPet 5 on 2 Peter, which at
the same time provides an indication of how 2 Pet 3:10c and 12b were interpreted

passing”. This is overlaid
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in the second century on the basis of Isa 34:4 and Mal 3:19. The Ethiopic text reads:
“And the stars shall fly in pieces by flames of fire”; the Greek text is more elaborate
and refers in part to the third hypothesis: “And every power of heaven shall be
melted, and the heaven shall be rolled up like a book, and all the stars shall fall like
leaves from the vine, and as the leaves from the fig-tree”. Furthermore, the typical
integration of ktiseological and eschatological themes in apocalypticism must be
taken into account in the reconstruction. Thus, if one sees in 2 Pet 3:10c motifs
carried over from the creation narrative, it becomes clear that it is about all that
was created on the fourth day (Gen 1:14-18).

The third hypothesis is related to the second,?* for he personifies the heavenly
bodies and sees in them the powers of the heavens. Although the source text for
2Pet 3:10 in the LXX version of Isa 34:4 speaks of the stars (dotpa), it must be
remembered that the Hebrew text here mentions oawn 8ag-53 “all the hosts of the
heavens” It can be understood like the LXX - as a metaphorical term for the stars,
but it is also possible to see in the hosts of the heavens a synecdoche indicating
the hosts of angels [inhabiting the heavens]. This synecdoche makes it possible to
refer to the Jewish tradition, which treats angels as spiritual beings or even powers
controlling and directing the sun, moon and stars:**> “For on the first day He created
the heavens which are above and the earth and the waters and all the spirits which
serve before him [...] and of all the spirits of his creatures which are in the heavens
and on the earth” (Jub 2:2).

The destructive effect of fire on heavenly bodies (kavoovyeva) is further rein-
forced by the verb A0w in ind. fut. pass. The basic meaning of this verb is ‘to dissolve,
but in some contexts it can mean the demolition of a building (John 2:19) or the
breaking of wooden parts of, for example, a ship (Acts 27:41). It is also used to
describe destruction in SibOr 3:509-510: “dens of earth shall he break up [a]nd
walls demolish”. In 2 Pet 3:10c the passive voice AvBricetal is to be interpreted as
passivum theologicum. It implies that God, by means of fire, will carry out the
annihilation of the heavens, which, on the basis of the contextual uses of the verb
AVw, can be imagined as the collapse of the burning and/or melting vault of heaven,
just as SibOr 3:97-111 describes:

Then all the elements shall be bereft [o]f order, when the God who dwells on high [s]hall
roll the heaven, even as a scroll is rolled; And to the mighty earth and sea shall fall [t]he
entire multiform sky; and there shall flow [a] tireless cataract of raging fire, [a]nd it shall
burn the land, and burn the sea, [a]nd heavenly sky, and night, and day, and melt Creation
itself together and pick out [w]hat is pure. No more laughing spheres of light, [n]or night,

254 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 316.
255 Ibid.
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nor dawn, nor many days of care, [n]or spring, nor winter, nor the summer-time, [n]or
autumn. And then of the mighty God [t]he judgment midway in a mighty age [s]hall

come, when all these things shall come to pass.

Although formally in 2 Pet 3:10c the destruction by fire concerns the heavens, it
can be assumed that the fate of the heavens will be shared by the whole of creation,
including the earth and what is on it (cf. Isa 66:16, Mic 1:4, Nah 1:6, Zeph 1:18,
Mal 3:2.19, Acts 2:19, 2 Thess 1:7-8, Rev 9:18, 18:8).2°°

The translation and meaning of verse 10d was considered problematic, primar-
ily because of the noun épya and the verb evpiokw used here in ind. fut. pass.
evpedoetat (cf. also 2 Pet 3:14). The passive voice is to be considered passivum
theologicum, so that the agent of the action expressed by this verb is God. The
basic meaning of the verb eUpiokw is ‘to find; ‘acquire; ‘attain, ‘obtain. The whole
expression yij kai Ta €v avtij €pya “the earth and the works thereon will not be
found” would have to be considered Semitism or at least Septuagintism, based
on the meaning of the Hebrew verb x¢n ‘find’ If negated - x¥n & - it indicates
that something that was not found, especially by God, ceases to exist (see e. g.
Dan 11:19 xem 891 rendered in the LXX as kai o0y evpedfoetal and translated
as “cease to exist, disappear”).®’ It is not insignificant that expressions with 85

256 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:7.

257 The phrase oy evpebrjoetat appears in the main text of NA28. In NA27 and earlier, textus receptus
(after 8 B P 1175. 1448. 1739™, 1852 syph ™ &t sy*™mg) contained the verb evpedroetal without a
negating participle, which caused problems in understanding and interpreting the text. Usually
in the sentence kai yfj kai ta év avtf] €pya evpedrioetan (lit. “and the earth and the works/deeds
thereon shall be found”) saw a parallel with PsSal 17:10(8): “According to their sins didst Thou
recompense them, O God; So that it befell them according to their deeds” and the meaning of the
verb evpiokw was considered in a juridical context as making enquiry, investigation and passing
judgment based on the results of the investigation. This entailed understanding the noun épya in
ethical terms as deeds. The whole of verse 3:10d would therefore read: “And the earth and the deeds
therein shall be examined and judged”. The context of 3:7b would suggest that it is about the deeds
of the ungodly. Another solution was to take corrections according to the textual variants given
in the critical apparatus. Thus, the verb ebpedrjoetal was replaced by the verb adaviedijcovtat
(after C) - “the land and the works/deeds thereon will disappear/will be destroyed”; by the verb
karakajoetal (after A 048. 33. 81. 307. 436. 442. 642. 1611. 1739" 1. 2344. Byz vg®! syph ™! syh;
Cyr) or katakajoovtat (per 5. 1243. 1735. 2492) — “the land and the works/devotions thereon
will be burned” or by adding to ebpebrioetal participium Avéueva (per P72) - “the land and the
works/devotions thereon will be found [as] destroyed”. On the assumption that €pya refer to the
works that are on the ground one obtained meanings similar to kat yij kai ta év avtf] €pya ovy
evpedrioetal - “the earth and the works on it will disappear”. However, on the assumption that £pya
indicates works, meanings were obtained that were unclear and difficult to interpret without further
emendations introduced by translators and commentators but not confirmed by known manuscript
textual evidence; see R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 316-317; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1012;
D.F. Watson, T. Callan, p. 210; R.L. Overstreet, A Study of 2 Peter 3:10-13, “Bibliotheca Sacra”
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R¥N or oV evpiokw often occur in futurum and in eschatological and/or apoca-
lyptic contexts, for example Isa 35:9, PssSol 14:6(9): “Therefore their inheritance is
Sheol and darkness and destruction, And they shall not be found in the day when
the righteous obtain mercy” (Rev 16:20, 18:21).%® By using this expression, Peter
continues his stylisation begun in 3:4. He thus wants to convince his audience that
he is an apocalypticist, and that his visions based on existing prophecies not only
have the same value as the statements of the earlier prophets, but also - by adopting
a Christocentric perspective accentuated by the adoption of a fragment of Jesus’
logia in 3:10a and 10b - are complementary to the earlier prophecies.

The noun €pya should also be read in this apocalyptic context and holding to
apocalyptic imagery describing cosmic annihilation. As mentioned, 3:10b-c and
3:10d develop the concepts of “the heavens and the earth” from 3:7.2 Thus, as
verse 10c described the heavenly bodies as elements belonging to the heavens
(10b), so 10dB kat ta év avtij épya “and the works on it” parallels the elements
belonging to the earth yfj (10da), as in 2 Clem. 16:3 already cited: “the day of
judgment draws near like a burning oven, and certain of the heavens and all the
earth will melt, like lead melting in fire”. The works that are on the earth probably
refer to what God created on the third day (vegetation — Gen 1:9-12), the fifth day
(swimming and flying animals — Gen 1:20-22) and the sixth day (land animals and
humans - Gen 1:24-27). Thus, one can see the same integration of ktiseological and
eschatological motifs that appeared in the description of heaven and the heavenly
bodies.

Recognising the parallelism between 10bc and 10d also allows us to clarify the
meaning of the expression oy evpebricetal. It turns out that it is not just the disap-
pearance of the earth and what is on it, but annihilation by burning (kavoovpeva
AvBrjoetat). Conversely, the fact that the earth and the works belonging to it will
disappear (not be found) means that the burning will be complete.

All the ktiseological and eschatological relations presented so far by the narrator
of 2 Peter in chapter 3 as prophetic and apostolic teaching are presented in the
table:

137 (1980), no. 548, p. 354-371; arguments defending the validity of the variant xatakaroetat
that underpinned translations based on the seventeenth-century Textus Receptus are cited by
A. Wolters, Worldview and Textual Criticism in 2 Peter 3:10, “Westminster Theological Journal” 49
(1987), p. 405-413.

258 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 317.

259 H.J. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 243.
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stood [together
with them]

Ktiseology First destruction Present times Eschatology
Creation Preservation Destruction
2 Pet3:5 2 Pet 3:6 2 Pet3:7 2 Pet 3:10
Heavens oupavoi Aoav KOOHOG ol 8¢ vOv oupavol | ol oupavol Tape-
€KTtoAaL Aevooval,
otolxela &¢
KauooUpeva Aubn-
ogTal
Earth Kal yfj ouveot®oa | KOGHOG kat r yi Kat yfj kat ta év
autii épya
Causal power | T® to0 600 Adyw | 8L 6V = SLa tov 100 | TG auT® Aoyw [AuBricovtat]
Beo0 Adyov USatL | teBnoauplopévol | poldndov
KATAKAUGCBELG elolv Tupt tepol-
ATIWAETO pevoL
Heavens the heavens were | the world the heavens the heavens will
of old pass away
heavenly bodies,
burning, will be
destroyed
Earth and the earth the world and the earth and the earth and

the works on it will
disappear/will not
be found

Causal power

through the word
of God

by which = by the
word of God

deluged in water
was destroyed

are gathered,
preserved for fire
for the day of
judgement

by the same word

(destroyed) with
loud/powerful
sound/voice

The role of God’s word in the work of creating, preserving and destroying the
world is now clear. The suggestion that the adverb pown86v in 3:10b should be
considered primarily in relation to the great — now destructive — voice of God,
which is the equivalent of God’s word in 3:5.6.7 is confirmed.

In verse 11a, the narrator summarises his previous prophecies concerning the
fate of heaven and earth and the ungodly: toGtwv obtwg mdvtwv Avopévwy “it will
all [be] destroyed/dissolved in this way”. Thus, the verse can be seen as a transition
to present the same eschatological reality, but from a different perspective - that of
the righteous people*®® (11b-15a).

The use of gen. absolutus To¥twv MAvTwy Avopévwv allows for different under-
standings of this summary. One can see here the equivalent of a temporal sentence:
“when all this will be destroyed in such a way’, or, more likely, the equivalent of a
causal sentence: “because all this will be destroyed”

260 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1014.
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The same verb AVw as in 3:10c is used to describe destruction, this time as part.
praes. pass. As before, the passive voice is to be understood as passivum theolog-
icum, with which the narrator once again emphasises that the author of eschato-
logical destruction will be God. The pronoun névteg confirms that the previous
descriptions referred to the whole world, everything in heaven and everything on
earth, while the epiphrastic adverb o0tw¢ once again indicates that “all this” will be
“so/thus” destroyed, i. e. destroyed by God’s word and fire.

2.13 E4. Interpretation of prophetic and apostolic teaching:
B. - interpretation proper - soteriology (2 Pet 3:11b-15a)

>What [should you be] like? You should have/use [the opportunity to lead] holy ways
of life/conduct, that is, godliness, *waiting and toiling until the day of God comes, by
which the heavens, being on fire, will be destroyed, and the heavenly bodies, burning,
are dissolved. ' And we await new heavens and a new earth according to His promise, in
which righteousness dwells. '*Therefore, beloved, while expecting this, be diligent/strive
earnestly that you may be found for Him as blameless and without spot, in peace. '**And

consider the patience/forbearance of our Lord as salvation/rescue.

Having summarised the eschatological descriptions of the destruction of the world
in 3:11a, now, in 3:11b-15a, the narrator can move on to present a proper interpre-
tation of the prophetic and apostolic teaching about the coming of the parousia and
judgment, not from the perspective of the ungodly, but from that of the faithful. He
had already prepared his audience for this interpretation in 2:5b, when he depicted
the doom brought by the Flood on the one hand, but the rescue of the herald of
righteousness, Noah, on the other. Similarly, in 2:7 he strongly emphasised the
rescue of the righteous Lot from Sodom that was burnt as a punishment. He now
seems to be revisiting these themes and explaining the essence of his hermeneutic
applied to these narratives. Just as the Flood and the destruction of Sodom were
treated typologically as anticipations of the end times, so the characters of the
rescued righteous people must be treated typologically. Thus, the purpose of Peter’s
eschatological hermeneutic is to show the soteriological dimension of the parousia
and judgment for the faithful who, using their baptismal gifts, will, in this world
and the next, lead lives characterised by piety and holiness. It is no coincidence,
then, that the narrator draws on lexis, concepts, images and motifs already used
earlier in the exordial baptismal catechesis,?®! which he now presents more clearly
than before in an eschatological and soteriological context. He uses the wordplays

261 D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 207.
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he likes, based on phonetic and/or semantic similarity of terms, most of which have
been used before.

It is already worth noting the combination of exordial baptismal motifs with
eschatological themes that appear in peroration.?s? This is to show that in Peter’s
message the way to the eschatological, eternal kingdom is opened by the baptismal
gifts, in turn the eschatological promises given to the faithful at baptism will be
fully realised in the end times. In exordium, the baptismal promises and gifts were
described as elements related to faith (A - 1:5-8), knowledge (B’ - 1:3-4) and their
synthesis (C - 1:9-15). Their practical aspects and eschatological focus were then
emphasised above all. The central element of synthesis C was identified as 1:10-11,
which mentions that God will confirm the calling and election of the faithful
and allow them to enter the eternal kingdom without falling. In 3:11b-15 this
soteriological thesis is developed from an eschatological perspective. The narrator
exposes God’s saving patience, whereby the called and chosen can in the end times
be declared unblemished and without spot (3:14b-15a) and as such enjoy life in
the new reality.

This climactic eschatological and soteriological reflection begins in verse 3:11b
with the interrogative pronoun motandg ‘what, ‘what kind’ in acc. pl. Formally, it
should be referred to acc. budg (or nuag) in the ACI construction: motamotg S&t
vndpyetv vpag. It could then be regarded as an elliptical rhetorical question, the
development of which is found in 12a: what should you (should you) be, “waiting
and toiling until the day of God comes”? The answer would be brought by the phrase
in 11b,% indicating the need to live a life of holiness and piety. The verb 8¢l ‘to be
supposed to, ‘should’ is often interpreted as an injunction.?®* The content of the
ought/command is expressed by the formula bapyetv Vudc év aylalg avaotpodais
kat evoePetatg, in which all the terms have already been used earlier in the letter,
sometimes even several times: UTapyw (1:8, 2:19), &yiog (2:21), avactpodn (2:7,
cf. 2:18 the verb avaotpédw), evoePeia (1:3,6-7, cf. the adjective evoepng in 2:9).
This helps to clarify the meaning of each of these terms and to look at them once
more, this time in the light of Peter’s soteriology and eschatology.

262 J.A.D. Weima, Neglected Endings: the Significance of the Pauline Letter Closings, Sheffield 1994,
p- 28-30 the conclusion of 2 Peter — peroratio - is seen in 3:14-18. However, as already stated
when analysing 3:1, the concluding tendencies appear in 2 Peter already at the beginning of
chapter 3.

263 D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 197 also draws attention to the use of the pronoun motanég in Mark
13:1 and 1 John 3:1, where it expresses a certain awe; somewhat differently formulated by R.L.
Overstreet, A Study of 2 Peter 3:10-13, p. 366, who also sees here a call to consider what kind of
person one should turn out to be on the day of judgement, but misses the rhetorical question. He
emphasises the transience of the world on the one hand, and the imperishable value of holiness
and piety on the other.

264 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1015.
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It is also worth noting the framework of the terms used in 11b - for both
vndpyw and evoePela refer primarily to baptismal catechesis and the Baptist gifts/
dispositions described in 2 Pet 1:

VITApYELWV
év aylaig avaotpodals
evoePeialg

In 2 Pet 1:8, the verb Undpyw was defined as ‘to have in one’s possession;, ‘to have
at one’s disposal, ‘to make use of’. It referred to the whole sorites of virtues, i. e.
the dispositions which, together with faith, were given to man in baptism, which
must be used and multiplied in order to know Jesus Christ actively and fruitfully.®®
In 2:19, on the other hand, the verb Undpyw was used in a completely different
context. It was describing those who had become “slaves of/to corruption” of oGAot
vndpyovteg Thc ¢Bopdg, for they had not made the most of the opportunity to know
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (cf. 2:20a), that is, as the juxtaposition shows, they
had not practised and developed the Christian virtues, the gifts that make it possible
to escape the corruption in the world (cf. 1:4). Among these virtues in 1:6-7, the
narrator of 2 Peter also mentions piety — eboeeia. It grows out of perseverance and
leads to brotherly love; it is largely based on justice in the broadest sense. It is that
virtue which unites duties towards God and duties towards people, so it has very
practical aspects.?*® In 1:3 the noun evoepeia together with the noun {wr formed
the hendiadys “pious life”. Everything necessary to live “a godly life” was given to
the believers by “divine power”?%” at baptism. It is no coincidence that already at the
beginning of the letter the pious life was juxtaposed not only with an escape from
the corruption in the world caused by lust, which can now also be interpreted as a
dissociation from false teachers and their lifestyle, but also with the eschatological
promise of participation in the divine nature. In order to get the full picture of
godliness, it is still necessary to refer to 2:9, where, admittedly, the adjective eboefeia
occurs instead of the noun evoefiig, but in a context corresponding to 3:11b-15a.
This is because the narrator of 2 Peter was referring to the “saving of the godly from
temptation/trial” ék melpacpod, which includes observing the rise of ungodliness in
the end times, coexisting with the ungodly and remaining faithful in these difficult
circumstances.?*®

The framework set by Omépyewv and evoeBeiarg is filled in by specifying “the holy
ways of life/conduct/godliness” The adjective &yLog has already occurred several

265 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:8a.
266 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:6.
267 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:3.
268 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:9a.
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times in 2 Peter — in 1:18 it referred to “the holy mountain”; in 1:21 it referred to “the
Holy Spirit”; in 2:21 it referred to “the holy commandment” &yta évtolr, which,
despite the singular number, was interpreted collectively and complementarily as
the teaching of the prophets, Jesus (including the command to be eschatologically
vigilant), the apostles and the baptismal catechesis including ethical themes; and
in 3:2 to “the holy prophets”. In the context of the whole theological message of
2 Peter, it seems that the reference to “the holy commandment”, the observance of
which - the maintenance of eschatological vigilance — enforces the corresponding
behaviours, is of greatest importance.?®® The noun avactpodn in 2:7 described
the way of life and conduct of the ungodly in Sodom, among whom Lot lived; the
verb dvaotpédw in 2:18, a life of error. The juxtaposition of év aylaig avastpodals
makes it possible to think that what is now meant is a way of life that would be
in accordance with “the holy commandment’, i. e. the recommendations of the
prophets, Jesus, the apostles, the baptismal teaching, and opposed to that which
the inhabitants of Sodom and the pagans were indulging in.

This reference to Sodom appears here not coincidentally, for it clearly links the
motifs present in the concepts of dvaotpodr| and evoeBeia. In the light of Peter’s
eschatological hermeneutics and typology, the dwelling of the pious among the
ungodly (cf. 2:7-8) will also be characteristic of the end times. The righteous,
therefore - following Lot’s example — are obliged to patiently persevere in their
piety, despite the suffering and anxiety of watching iniquity progress. Immediately
after outlining Lot situation, the narrator of 2 Peter mentioned that God knows
how to rescue the pious from their trials (2:9a). Now he returns to this no longer in
a historical or narrative context, but in an eschatological and soteriological context,
and in the following verses he explains what the rescue from annihilation on the
day of the Lord consists of, which will look like a multiplication of the destruction
of Sodom by fire.

The lexical and motivic references to the issues outlined earlier, therefore, allow
us to see their eschatological focus. This applies, as can be seen, not only to the
interpretation of the biblical narratives, but also to baptismal teaching and related
ethics. The roots of an eschatologically oriented ethics are, of course, to be sought
in Jewish intertestamental apocalypticism, where it is strongly emphasised that in
the times immediately preceding the coming of judgment lawlessness and justice
will develop in parallel. The apocalyptists mobilise the practice of justice under

269 A slightly different emphasis is given by D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 197, who argues that the adjective
ylog is used here in the same sense as in 1 Pet 1:18, as an expression of separation from this world;
similarly F. Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List sw. Piotra, p. 329, who believes that this refers to
holiness in the Old Testament, religious sense as a separation, a demarcation between that which
serves a cultic, sacred purpose and that which is intended for everyday use is typical of the profane
realm.
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these difficult conditions, so that the faithful on the day of judgement will not share
the fate of the wicked:

beloved: Love uprightness and walk therein. [...] And associate not with those of a double
heart, But walk in righteousness, my sons. And it shall guide you on good paths, And
righteousness shall be your companion. For I know that violence must increase on the
earth, And a great chastisement be executed on the earth, Yea, it shall be cut off from its
roots, And its whole structure be destroyed. [...] And the holy Lord will come forth with
wrath and chastisement To execute judgement on earth. In those days violence shall be
cut off from its roots, And the roots of unrighteousness together with deceit, And they
shall be destroyed from under heaven. [...] And shall perish in wrath and in grievous
judgement for ever. And the righteous shall arise from their sleep, And wisdom shall arise
and be given unto them. And now I [...] show you The paths of righteousness and the
paths of violence. Yea, I will show them to you again That ye may know what will come to
pass. And now, hearken unto me, [...] And walk in the paths of righteousness, And walk
not in the paths of violence; For all who walk in the paths of unrighteousness shall perish
for ever (1 En 91:3-8.10.18-19).

And now I say unto you, [...] love righteousness and walk therein; For the paths of
righteousness are worthy of acceptation, But the paths of unrighteousness shall suddenly
be destroyed and vanish. [...] And now I say unto you the righteous: Walk not in the
paths of wickedness, nor in the paths of death, And draw not nigh to them, lest ye be
destroyed (1 En 94:1-4).

This eschatological parenesis?”” is also taken up by other NT writers.?”! It seems,
however, that Peter goes a step further than the other hagiographers. For from
the beginning of the epistle he seeks to expose two additional relationships, one
related to the ungodly and the other to the righteous. The immorality of the ungodly
flows directly from their eschatological scepticism and rejection of judgement.?”>
In contrast, the righteousness of the faithful flows from their nurturing and de-
velopment of their baptismal gifts. Baptist equipping as an initiatory element and
eschatological orientation are also what clearly distinguish Christian morality from
philosophically rooted and oriented pagan ethics. This is why Peter sets his sorites
(1:5-8), in terms of form and choice of virtues borrowed largely from Greek phi-

270 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 324.

271 Rom 13:12, 1 Cor 15:58, Eph 5:10-16, Phil 4:5, 1 Tim 6:14, 2 Tim 4:1-5, 1 Pet 1:13-17, 4.7, 5:1-10,
Jas 5:8-9, 1 John 2:28, see also G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1015.

272 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1017 notes the following relationship here: just as eschatological
scepticism leads to immorality, so eschatological expectation and certainty of judgement lead to a
godly life according to God’s law.
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losophy, so firmly in a baptismal and definitive context, and why he so strongly
opposes attempts to philosophise and thus paganise Christianity (2:19-20).

The call of the faithful in 2 Pet 3:11b to live a life of holiness and piety also has
an additional aspect that Bauckham points out.””? Namely, the idea is that the
faithful should already be living according to the rules of the new world in which
“righteousness dwells”. In this way, a link is built, a bridge between the temporal
reality and the future reality.

In analysing 2 Pet 3:11b, it is worth raising two more points on which biblical
scholars disagree. First, the use of the plural in the phrase év ayiaig avastpodals
evoePetag literally, “in holy acts of devotion”. It is possible to understand this plural
as indicating separate acts, acts that make up a holy way of life and piety in general
(just as the plural of the noun doeAyeiat in 2:2.18 was interpreted)?”*
ing certain abstract ideas.?”> It seems that here the issue cannot be clearly resolved.
Moreover - this ambiguity can be assumed, for it corresponds to the integrative
strategy of the narrator of 2 Peter, who overlays the concrete, casuistic meaning of
“ways of life and godliness/piety” characteristic of the Jewish tradition the abstract
meaning characteristic of the Greek philosophical tradition and Christianises both.
Incidentally, it is worth noting Peter’s fondly used purposive construction with ¢v,
in which all nomina are to be understood instrumentally (cf. 1:1.2,12, 2:7.10.18.20,
3:1.14.18). In contrast, the asyndetic sequence of datives éylalg dvaotpodalic evoe-
Belatg resembles the construction used in 2:18 - €v émBupiaig capkog doeryeialg.
Now the final evoeBeiat can also be interpreted additively: “holy acts and devotions”,
although it is more likely to apply here, as before, an epegegetical apposition in
which evoeBeiaig refines the meaning of the expression €v ayiaig avastpodais:
“in holy acts, that is, in devotions” This understanding also follows from the frame-
work construction outlined above, in which the use/disposing of devotions” actually
means the “disposing of [opportunities to pursue] holy ways of life”.

The second problematic issue concerns the recipients of the rhetorical question
and imperative. In the text adopted by the NA28, the recipients of this statement
are the recipients of the letter, as indicated by the personal pronoun for the second-
person plural in acc. - OuéEG.2’® And this version, confirmed by most Greek testi-
monies and based on the tradition of Jewish eschatological parensis, is adopted as
normative in this commentary. In some manuscripts (e. g. 8* 5. 642), however, a
version of ué¢ with the pronoun for the 1st person pl. appears, compatible with
the mpocSokduev pronouncement of verse 13.2”7 Such a variant pronoun form

or as indicat-

273 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 324.

274 1Ibid., p. 324; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 197.

275 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1017.

276 In NA27, this version as uncertain is placed in square brackets [Oudg].
277 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:13.
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would not be a rarity in 2 Peter, for the narrator of the epistle had already used it in
1:3-5. Perhaps the best, almost Solomonic solution would be to adopt the variant
proposed by P72" P74 Vid B 1175 vg™ without any pronoun, and thus an imper-
sonal translation of the phrase motamoug 8t vmdpyewv v ayialg dvaotpodalic kat
evoeBelatg v mapovoiav tiig 700 O0d uépag “what person [must one be?] One
must dispose/use [the opportunity to live] holy ways of life, i. e. godliness, having
confidence/waiting and toiling until the day of God comes”. And while the solution
is indeed attractive, such impersonal forms are hard to find in parenetic texts.

In verse 12a, the narrator of 2 Peter clarifies the circumstances in which the
recommendations of 11b are to be applied: it is a matter of leading a holy and pious
life in anticipation of the coming of the day of God and putting effort and endeavour
into it. Since the time of this coming is unknown (cf. 3:9-11a), this recommendation
takes on a universal character, a command applicable to all Christians living at any
time, for all await the parousia and the day of judgement with the same certainty.
In presenting these circumstances, the narrator continues the strategy of verse 11b
— he uses terms he has used before, assuming that the audience will reconstruct
their meanings on the basis of previous contexts. The new terms here are the verbs
npooSokdw and onev8w, which seem on the one hand to summarise Peter’s earlier
argumentation concerning the certainty of the fulfilment of God’s eschatological
promises, and on the other hand to provide?’® motivation for living a life of holiness
and piety in the end times.

The verb mpooSoxdw (cf. also 2 Pet 3:13 and 14) appears in the late Old Testament
books, intertestamental literature, is relatively frequent in the New Testament and
less frequent in early Christian literature. In 2 Macc 7:14 and 12:44, it describes the
hope placed in God and even the certainty of resurrection. In Matt 11:3, Luke 1:21,
7:19-20, 8:40, Acts 3:5, 10:24, 28:6 it expresses the expectation of something or
someone. It also appears in an eschatological context in the parables in Matt 24:50
and Luke 12:46 recounting the servants who did not expect or anticipate the master’s
return. Therefore, Neyrey,””” citing this parable in Matthew and its counterpart
in Mark (Mark 13:34-37), proposes that the verb npocSokdw in 2 Pet 3:12.13.14
should be considered equivalent to a call to watchfulness (cf. also 1 Thess 5:6,
Rev 16:15). In the context closest to Peters, although - as Bauckham notes?®® -
TPoodokdw is not common when referring to the description of eschatological
expectations, the verb appears in ApBaSyr 83:4: “let us be expectant, because that
which is promised to us shall come” and in I Clem. 23:5: “suddenly shall His will be
accomplished, as the Scripture also bears witness, saying, ‘Speedily will He come,

278 D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 197.
279 H.J. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 244.
280 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 324.
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and will not tarry’; and, The Lord shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Holy
One, for whom you look bpeig mpocSoxiite”. Ignatius of Antioch in his Epistle to the
Magnesians applies the same Christocentric hermeneutic and can therefore write
that Jesus Christ as their Master was also expected by the prophets: “how shall we be
able to live apart from Him, whose disciples the prophets themselves in the Spirit did
wait tpooedokwv for Him as their Teacher? And therefore He whom they rightly
waited for, having come, raised them from the dead” (IgnMagn 9:2). The examples
lead us to understand the verb mpoo8okdw in 2 Pet 3:12.13.14 as an expectation
based not only on hope, but even on the certainty that the day of God will come.
This certainty is the result of the promise of God himself communicated in Ha 2:3
(cf. 2 Pet 3:9ab) and the promise of Jesus, who repeatedly announced his coming
(cf. 2Pet 1:16-19a). 2 Peter also relies on an eschatological hermeneutic applied
to narrative texts, primarily non-eschatological, which are treated typologically as
examples of the certainty of the fulfilment of God’s predictions and as anticipation
of punishment and salvation in the end times.

Alongside the verb mpoo8okduw, there is the verb ome08w which is rare in the NT,
used actually only by the author of 2 Peter, Luke and Acts, also in part. praes. act.?®!
Usually this participle is translated as “hastening” or “trying to hasten”?%? This
translation seems to suggest that a life of holiness and piety can be a catalyst for the
coming of the day of God.?®® Its proponents usually quote ApBaSyr, which argues
that “the days come, And the times shall hasten more than the former, And the
seasons shall speed on more than those that are past, And the years shall pass more
quickly than the present (years)” (20:1); and then adds that “For the Most High
will assuredly hasten His times, And He will assuredly bring on His hours. And He
will assuredly judge those who are in His world” (83:1-2). Of the New Testament
texts purporting to affirm the possibility that the day of the Lord might be hastened
by the fulfilment of Jesus’ injunctions, only Matt 24:14 is actually indicated: the
intensification of the preaching of the gospel would thus hasten the coming of
the end. In fact, however, neither the Apocalypse of Baruch nor the Matthew text
contain such a dependency; rather, they express a desire and longing for a new
reality.

The desire for the day of the Lord to come as soon as possible is reflected in early
Christian writings. In Barn. 4:3 it is motivated by the fear of increasing persecution
from the ungodly: “The final stumbling-block (or source of danger) approaches,

281 It is missing from &*.

282 M. Luther translates 12a: “ihr das Kommen des Tages Gottes erwartet und erstrebt”. In the Com-
mentary on 2 Peter he explains that the idea is that people, having hopeful joy, should “hasten to
run to meet it, as that which sets us free from death, sin and hell”, The Epistles of St. Peter and St.
Jude Preached and Explained by Martin Luther 111 (V.11, 12).

283 Cf. D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 294.
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concerning which it is written, as Enoch says, ‘For for this end the Lord has cut
short the times and the days, that His Beloved may hasten; and He will come
to the inheritance”. However, there is no mention of a correlation between the
conduct of the righteous and the hastening of the parousia. The usual citation of
2 Clem. 12:1.6-13:1 in this context also proves problematic. Here, on the other
hand, one sees a conditional correlation between godly conduct and the coming of
the kingdom of God, but no mention is made of the hastening of this coming. On
the contrary, the necessity of waiting for the kingdom, even though the time of its
coming is unknown, is strongly emphasised and, like 2 Peter, the encouragement
to repentance:

Let us expect, therefore, hour by hour, the kingdom of God in love and righteousness,
since we know not the day of the appearing of God. [...] If you do these things [live a
pure life], says He, the kingdom of my Father shall come. [...] Brethren, then, let us now
at length repent, let us soberly turn to that which is good; for we are full of abundant folly
and wickedness. Let us wipe out from us our former sins, and repenting from the heart

be saved.

If we detect any suggestion of “hastening” in Peter’s reflection, it concerns conver-
sion (cf. 3:9c—e), not the timing of the coming of the day of the Lord. The urge to
repent is present, for example, in ApBaSyr, which at the same time warns that the
time of God’s patience is not unlimited and there will come a point when it will be
too late to repent and enter the way of the Law. Attention is drawn to Peter’s similar
presentation of the positive perspective of eschatological times for all the faithful
called purified (cf. 2 Pet 3:14) and the negative for the ungodly called stained (cf.
2 Pet 2:13):

Therefore, the Most High is very patient with us here — He has made known what will
happen, and has not hidden from us what will happen at the end. Before he enforces his
judgment, [...] let us prepare our souls [...] that we may have hope and not be ashamed
and that we may have rest, remain with our fathers and not suffer torment with our
enemies. [...] Once more prepare your souls [...] that you may not be condemned when
you have completed the journey. Behold, the Most High commands all things to come to
pass; there shall be no more room for repentance [...] nor change of way, nor room for
prayer, nor for sending petitions, nor for seeking knowledge, nor the gift of compassion,
[...] nor prayer for sins, nor the intercession of the fathers, nor the supplications of the
prophets, nor the assistance of the righteous. But there shall be no more judgment of
condemnation there, nor a way into the fire, nor a path leading to Gehenna. [...] So he
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will revive all those whom he finds those purified, and together he will destroy those who
have stained themselves with sins (ApBaSyr 85:8-9.11-13.15).2%

Similar motifs are found in early Christian literature. Hermas calls for conversion
in Similitude 10 of The Shepherd:

Do good works, therefore, you who have received good from the Lord; lest, while you delay
to do them, the building of the tower be finished, and you be rejected from the edifice:
there is now no other tower a-building. For on your account was the work of building
suspended. Unless, then, you make haste to do rightly, the tower will be completed, and
you will be excluded (Similitude 10:4).

In a manner even closer to that of Peter, 2 Clem. 16:1 makes this point: “So, then,
brethren, having received no small occasion to repent, while we have opportunity,
let us turn to God who called us, while yet we have One to receive us”.

As already noted when analysing 2 Pet 3:9c—e, the idea that God’s patience will
not be shown forever is not alien to Peter. It should accompany the faithful who
have been given the chance and time to convert, and prompt them to speed up
their conversion (cf. Mark 1:15). In Peter’s case, moreover, it is closely linked to the
false and correct interpretation of the delay in the realisation of the eschatological
promises. The false interpretation of delay as God’s departure from His promises
leads to ungodliness. The correct interpretation of delay as God’s merciful patience
leads to hastening conversion in time for the coming of the day of the Lord.

The suggestion that leading a pious and holy life is meant to hasten the coming
of the day of God is contrary to the letter’s previous message regarding any effort to
influencing God’s decisions about judgment and other eschatological speculations.
The phrase from 2 Pet 2:11 BAdodnuog kpiolg “a blasphemous judgement” was
interpreted as a potential attempt to get God to hasten the final judgment and pass
sentence on the ungodly.®> However, this would be an entrance of angels into
God’s competence. The same applies to humans (cf. Matt 24:36, Mark 13:32). The
narrator of 2 Peter spoke particularly clearly against speculation about the timing
of the fulfilment of the eschatological promises in 3:8-9. He demonstrated the
incompatibility of human and divine perspectives and warned against a human
perception of the divine kairos. The basic thesis of Peter’s message is thus that God
neither delays nor hastens the end times. Everything that happens in the world
happens according to His eternal plan (cf. 2 Pet 2:3b).

284 Apokalipsa Barucha Syryjska, Polish transl. J. Wozniak, [in:] Apokryfy Starego Testamentu (Pryma-
sowska Seria Biblijna), ed. R. Rubinkiewicz, Warszawa 2000, p. 441-442.
285 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:11.
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A similar conviction can be found, among others, in 4 Ezra, which repeatedly
emphasises the limitation of human knowledge: “those who dwell upon earth
can understand only what is on the earth, and he who is above the heavens can
understand what is above the height of the heavens” (4 Ezra 4:21). It also cautions
against impatience and reminds us that everything has already been decided by
God and counted accordingly:

For the evil about which you ask me has been sown, but the harvest of it has not yet
come. If therefore that which has been sown is not reaped, and if the place where the
evil has been sown does not pass away, the field where the good has been sown will not
come. [...] “How long and when will these things be? Why are our years few and evil?”
He answered me [Esdras] and said, “You do not hasten faster than the Most High, for
your haste is for yourself, but the Highest hastens on behalf of many. Did not the souls
of the righteous in their chambers ask about these matters, saying, ‘How long are we to
remain here? And when will come the harvest of our reward?” And Jeremiel the archangel
answered them and said, “When the number of those like yourselves is completed; for he
has weighed the age in the balance, and measured the times by measure, and numbered
the times by number; and he will not move or arouse them until that measure is fulfilled”
(4 Ezra 4:28-29.33-37).

It seems that a more appropriate translation of the verb onmev8w than ‘accelerate’
would be, in the context of Peter’s argument, ‘to strive strenuously, ‘to make efforts;
‘to toil?%¢ The phonetically close verb omousd{w used in verse 14 also with the
verb mpoo8okdw has a similar meaning. Peter uses another wordplay based on
sounds (paronomasia): TpooSok®vTag kat onevovtag (verse 12a) and mpocdo-
Kk®OVTEC omovddoate (verse 14a) and on the affinity of the verb omov8dlw with the
verb onev8w. 2’
somewhat from the classical definition of this figure. The first is mpoc8ok&vtag
and mpoodok®vTeg; it is based on the same participle in different cases. The second
is omevdovtag and omovddoare; this is based on the probable origin of both verbs
from the Proto-Indo-European stem (s)p(h)eu-d-.

The meaning of onev8w as ‘to toil” fits well with the aforementioned familiar
concept of apocalyptic literature of showing the parallel development of lawlessness

In fact, one can speak here of two paronomasias which deviate

286 See omevdw in the intransitive sense; Z. Abramowiczoéwna, Stownik grecko-polski, vol. 4, Warsaw
1965, p. 87. A similar proposal is given by D.F. Watson and T. Callan, p. 210, who propose here
instead of “hasten” the phrase “eagerly seeking” and cite passages where the lexeme omov8- occurs
(2 Pet 1:5.10.15, 3:14). Also J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 367
allows for “an earnestly desiring” or equivalent translation, claiming that it is justified on linguistic
grounds.

287 W. Bauder, arov$rj, NIDNTT, p. 1168.
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and righteousness in the times immediately preceding the day of the Lord. The
unrighteous are displacing the coming of judgement; the righteous are toiling in
the preservation of godliness, living among the ungodly and suffering because of
their conduct (cf. 2 Pet 2:7-8 and the experience of Lot, which once again proves
to be eschatologically typological). This causes them to look forward with longing
and even a certain impatience to the end of the old times and the advent of a new
reality in which injustice and evil have no place, but happiness and peace reign
(Isa 60:21-22, Sir 36:7). ApBaSyr 84:10-11 encourages perseverance in prayer and
mutual admonition in an eschatological context similar to Peter, also invoking
God’s mercy: “And at all times make request perseveringly and pray diligently with
your whole heart that the Mighty One may be reconciled to you, and that He may
not reckon the multitude of your sins, but remember the rectitude of your fathers.
For if He judge us not according to the multitude of His mercies, woe unto all us who
are born”. The request for the coming of the kingdom is found in the Lord’s Prayer
(Matt 6:10a, Luke 11:2); it must be added, however, that it is immediately followed
by submission to God’s will (Matt 6:10b). Early Christian literature also testifies to
an intense anticipation of the parousia. Moreover, believers even hope that God will
shorten this waiting time in order to spare them suffering (cf. Barn. 4:3), However,
there is no mention here of any attempt to influence God.

The direct complement for the verb mpoo8okdw is the expression 1 mapovasia tiig
700 Be0d Nuépag “parousia/the coming of the day of God”. With the verb onetdw,
the expression should be read as accusativus temporis answering the question of
“how long”. Thus, the faithful should wait and toil, living a holy and pious life among
the ungodly, “until the parousia/coming of the day of God”.

Attention is drawn here to the New Testament’s unique formula “the day of
God”*8 which replaces the phrase juépa kvpiov “the day of the Lord” used earlier
(2 Pet 3:10) and much more common in biblical literature. This is most likely the
equivalent of phrases occurring in Jewish apocalyptic texts with a periphrastic
indication of God as, for example, in ApBaSyr 55:6: “And if with the expectation
wherewith you do expect the day of the Mighty One you are so overcome, What (wilt
you be) when you shall come to its advent?”. These are also reflected in Christian
apocalypticism, e. g. Rev 16:14: i} uépa 1j peydin tod 6gob T0d mavtokpdatop “the
great day of God Almighty”. All these examples refer to the day of God’s judgment.
One may wonder whether the narrator of 2 Peter distinguishes in any way between
nuépa xvpiov “the day of the Lord” in 3:10 and jpépa to0 Beob “the day of God” in
3:12. Most likely not*® and just as previously the title “Lord” without any additional

288 D.]. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 294.
289 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 325; D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 294; G.L. Green, Jude and
2 Peter, p. 1019; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter; Jude, p. 198.
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attributes was treated as bi-referential, so now the term “God” must be birefential
as well. It denotes both God the Father and Jesus Christ, as in 2 Pet 1:1 (6£0¢ nu&v
Kal owtnp Inoodc Xplotods) and in 2 Pet 1:3, where the referent of “divine power”
is also God the Father and Jesus Christ (cf. 2 Pet 1:2).

The understanding of the noun napovoia also proves problematic. In 2 Pet 1:16
and 3:4, as in most New Testament texts, the term refers to the coming of Jesus Christ
and is theologically loaded.?® In 2 Pet 3:12a, however, it seems more neutral, simply
describing the coming or advent of the day of judgement (as in ApBaSyr 55:6 quoted
above or without any theological context in 1 Cor 16:17, 2 Cor 7:6.7, Phil 1:26,
2:12). However, given Peter’s strategy of understanding the terms used in 2:12 in
relation to their earlier uses and the birefringent tendencies, in addition to the
summary of previous argumentation, typical of peroratio, it can be assumed that
the expression “parousia of the day of God” synthesises the prophetic and apostolic
doctrine of the day of God/Lord with the apostolic message of the parousia of Jesus
Christ, to whom God has given all authority, competence and power to carry out
the eschatological judgement (cf. 2 Pet 1:16-18).

In verse 12b, the narrator returns to an abbreviated description of the Lord’s
day. He introduces it with the phrase 8 ijv which is to be understood causally: “by
which day”, “because of that day”. He uses a similar formula of 8t 6v in 3:6 regarding
the word of God by which the world - k6opog was destroyed by the waters of the
flood. He now uses imagery familiar from the destruction of Sodom, which was
destroyed by fire sent down from heaven (Gen 19:24-25). This may partly explain
the restriction of the imagery to only depicting the burning and drowning heavens.
However, the purpose of the reminder of eschatological events is quite different
from before. The narrator no longer has a warning in mind, but an encouragement
to view the end times in a positive way. This is partly foreshadowed in 3:12a by
the suggestion to look forward to the day of the Lord and toil until it comes, for,
as 4 Ezra 4:27 states, “[the world] will not be able to bring the things that have
been promised to the righteous in their appointed times, because this age is full of
sadness and infirmities”. The destruction of the old world is thus now presented as
a turning point and the beginning of a new reality (cf. 2 Pet 3:13).

When describing eschatological events in 2 Pet 3:12b, the narrator uses almost
the same phrases that he had already used in 2 Pet 3:10bc.?*! The additional verbs
here are mupovuevol and Tiketal (mupdopat and trixopat). The first accentuates,
it seems, primarily the mode of destruction, i. e. flames, the second, being a New
Testament hapax legomenon,?** the effects of the high temperature, i. e. the melting

290 Matt 24:3.27.37.39, 1 Cor 15:23, 1 Thess 2:19, 3:13, 4:15, 5:23, 2 Thess 2:1.8.9, Jas 5:7.8, 1 John 2:28.
291 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:10b-11a.
292 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 326.
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of the heavenly bodies. Of note is the variation in the forms of the verbs AvBrjcovtat
and trketal The first is used in futurum, which is natural in relation to a narrative
of an apocalyptic nature. The second occurs in ind. praes., which would have to
be considered the equivalent of futurum. In Peter’s narrative it serves to further
dynamise the description.

It has already been mentioned that, in contrast to 3:10b-11a, the narrator here
confines himself to indicating only what fate will befall the old heavens. This may be
due firstly to the reference to the story of Sodom, which was destroyed by fire from
heaven. Secondly, the assumption that part two of the imagery, that of the earth,
the audience can reconstruct. Thus, they will receive a picture of the whole world
destroyed by fire (cf. Isa 66:16, Mic 1:4, Nah 1:6, Zeph 1:18, Mal 3:2.19, Acts 2:19,
2 Thess 1:7-8, Rev 9:18, 18:8, 1 En 1:6).>>> The narrator has used pars pro toto
synecdoche, but in fact he has in mind the whole world, heaven and earth, which is
evidenced not only by the references to 3:5.6.7.10b-d, but also to 3:13, where a new
heaven and a new earth are mentioned. When juxtaposed, verses 12 and 13 form a
chiasm with addition:

A. Waiting and toiling 12aa
B. (until) the coming of the day of God 12a,
C. because of which the heavens burning will be destroyed, and the
heavenly bodies, burning, are melted 12b.
C’ New heavens and a new earth 13aa,
B’ according to His promise 13ap
A we await 13b
C” in whom righteousness/justice dwells 13c.

One can now clearly see how elements hitherto interpreted negatively as foreshad-
owing punishment and annihilation can be viewed positively by the righteous/
believers: thanks to the coming of the day of the Lord (B), which is the fulfilment
of God’s promise (B’), the old heavens and the old earth will be destroyed (C) so
that their place can be taken by the new heavens and the new earth (C’), in which
righteousness dwells (C’). This is the expectation of the righteous (A’ and therefore
they are ready to toil and persevere in godliness among the ungodly until the advent
of the new reality (A).

Verse 13 begins by defining the object of expectation, which is at the same time
an element of the realisation of God’s promise related to the coming of the day
of the Lord. As has been repeatedly pointed out, the certainty that God’s promise
relating to the end times will be realised is based on narratives belonging to Jewish

293 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:7 and 3:10b-11a.
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tradition interpreted in a typological key and using an eschatological hermeneutic.
This concerns both the negative elements - the foreshadowing of punishment and
its exile (the Flood, Sodom) - and the positive elements (the rescue of Noah and
Lot). The latter are now highlighted by the narrator of 2 Peter. He emphasises that
God’s promise is essentially a soteriological promise, for its most important element
is the announcement of the creation of a new heaven and a new earth and the
salvation of the righteous (2 Pet 2:14).

The concept of éndyyeiua has already been used in 2 Peter; three times in
noun form (1:4 as éndyyelua; 3:4.9 as émayyeAia) and once in verb form (2:19
as énayyeAAduevot). This juxtaposition shows that, in contrast to the bare promises
made by false teachers, God’s promises are always fulfilled. The content of God’s
promises in 2 Pet 3:4 was the parousia; in 2 Pet 3:9 also primarily the second coming
of Jesus and the coming of the eschatological judgement. Since in 3:11b-15a the
narrator tries to synthesise the meanings of the terms used earlier, it can be assumed
that the éndyyeipa in 3:13a includes both the parousia and the coming of the day
of the Lord, which are no longer identified only with judgment but also with the
new creation. These new in 2 Peter, positive emphases related to the eschatological
promise are obviously taken from the prophetic tradition. "Eotat yap 6 o0pavog
Kawog kat N yi kawn “I am creating new heavens and a new earth” as the prophet
Isaiah assures (Isa 65:17) and specifies that, like the first heavens and earth, they
will be created by God: 6 ovpavog kawvog kat i yi kawn & éyew mold (Isa 66:22).
They are also present in intertestamental Jewish apocalyptic:*** “Uriel, the holy
angel [...] showed me all their [celestial bodies’] laws exactly as they are, and
how it is with regard to all the years of the world and unto eternity, till the new
creation is accomplished which dureth till eternity” (1 En 72:1-2); “And the angel
of the presence [...] took the tables of the divisions [...] from the day of the [new]
creation when the heavens and the earth shall be renewed and all their creation
according to the powers of the heaven, and according to all the creation of the
earth, [...] and all the luminaries be renewed for healing and for peace and for
blessing for all the elect of Israel” (Jub 1:28). According to ApBaSyr 57:2, the hope
of a new earth and a new heaven was already born in the time of Abraham: “belief
in the coming judgment was then generated, And hope of the world that was to be
renewed was then built up, And the promise of the life that should come hereafter
was implanted”. The narrator of 2 Peter places it, by means of his hermeneutics,
in the times of Noah. Pseudo-Philo in The Biblical Antiquities (Liber antiquitates
biblicae) does likewise, placing the eschatological promise of renewal immediately
after the Flood:

294 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1022.
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I will not again spoil the earth with the water of a flood, [...] until I remember them that
dwell on the earth, even until the times are fulfilled. [...] I may render unto every man
according to his works and according to the fruit of their imaginations, even until I judge
between the soul and the flesh. And the world shall rest, and death shall be quenched,
and Hell shall shut his mouth. And the earth shall not be without birth, neither barren for
them that dwell therein: and none shall be polluted that hath been justified in me. And

there shall be another earth and another heaven, even an everlasting habitation (3:9-10).

Of course, the conviction of a new heaven and a new earth to appear in the end
times is present in the New Testament literature (Rom 8:19-21, Rev 21:1), although
it must be admitted that, compared to Jewish apocalyptic literature, the descriptions
of the new creation are very sparing in it. All the more so since apocalyptic literature,
based on the texts of Isaiah (e. g. Isa 11:4-5, 32:16-19, 60:21), does not limit itself to
the material aspects of the new creation; on the contrary, it very much emphasises
its spiritual aspects and the moral order?®®
at the forefront:

“But for the elect there shall be light and joy and peace, And they shall inherit
the earth. And then there shall be bestowed upon the elect wisdom, And they shall
all live and never again sin, Either through ungodliness or through pride: But they
who are wise shall be humble. And they shall not again transgress, Nor shall they
sin all the days of their life, Nor shall they die of (the divine) anger or wrath, But
they shall complete the number of the days of their life. And their lives shall be
increased in peace, And the years of their joy shall be multiplied, In eternal gladness
and peace, All the days of their life” (1 En 5:7-9).

with justice, blessing, wisdom and peace

And all the children of men shall become righteous, and all nations shall offer adoration
and shall praise Me, and all shall worship Me. And the earth shall be cleansed from all de-
filement, and from all sin, and from all punishment, and from all torment, and I will never
again send (them) upon it from generation to generation and for ever (1 En 10:21-22);
Then will I cause Mine Elect One to dwell among them [the righteous]. And I will trans-
form the heaven and make it an eternal blessing and light And I will transform the earth
and make it a blessing: And I will cause Mine elect ones to dwell upon it: But the sinners
and evil-doers shall not set foot thereon (1 En 45:4-5).

[...] all the righteous who shall escape the Lord’s great judgment, shall be collected in the
great aeon, for the righteous the great aeon will begin, and they will live eternally, and
then too there will be amongst them neither labour, nor sickness, nor humiliation, nor

anxiety, nor need, nor brutality, nor night, nor darkness, but great light (2 En 65:5-7).

295 Ibid., p. 1023.
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And he shall gather together a holy people, whom he shall lead in righteousness. He will
not allow iniquity to dwell among them, and no evil person will dwell with them. And he
shall judge the tribes of the people that has been sanctified by the Lord his God [...] For
he shall know them, that they are all sons of their God (PssSol 17:28(26).30).

Very close to Peter’s argument, also in lexical terms, seems to be the treatment of
4 Ezra 7:113-114, where the same positive perception of judgment and the moral
orientation of the new reality appears: “But the day of judgment will be the end
of this age and the beginning of the immortal age to come, in which corruption
has passed away, sinful indulgence has come to an end, unbelief has been cut
off, and righteousness has increased and truth has appeared” (cf. also Rom 14:17,
1 Cor 6:9-10, Rev 21:27, 22:15).

The feature of the new world emphasised by the narrator of 2 Peter in 13b is
justice. Unlike the verbs describing the coming of the day of the Lord and the
destruction of heaven and earth, which are used in futurum, the complement about
the dwelling of justice is given in ind. praes. — xatoukel. It is possible to consider this
form as the equivalent of futurum and translate “in which righteousness/justice will
dwell” or more literally “in which righteousness permanently resides in its house”?%
However, it can be considered that the narrator used this form deliberately to mark
the continuum between the righteous conduct of the converted believers, which,
once started before the day of the Lord, will be nurtured and developed in the new
reality (cf. 2 Pet 3:11b).

The narrator of the letter uses the noun “righteousness/justice” three times: in 1:1,
2:5and 2:21.In 2:21, the term refers to the fulfilment of God’s will as expressed in the
commandments. In 2:5, it is the content of the preaching of Noah, who, according to
Jewish tradition, called for repentance and following the path of righteousness and
proclaimed justice, which, alongside merciful patience, is a fundamental attribute of
God.*” The function of justice as an attribute of God is marked most clearly in the
expression ¢v Stkatoovvy in 1:1, where it refers to God’s just, or saving, action.??®
It is viewed so positively in most ST texts and is associated with mercy, goodness
and grace. It is this aspect, characteristic of the oldest Jewish tradition, that the
narrator of 2 Peter also emphasises in 3:13 by even personalising justice.??” This is
superimposed on the Greek provenance of judicial and legal justice that appears
in the LXX and in intertestamental literature. Although at first glance it appears
to be in the background here, in fact the narrator includes it. This is because, as

296 E Mickiewicz, List $w. ]udy. Drugi List sw. Piotra, p. 332.
297 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:5b.

298 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:1.

299 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 211.
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with other key concepts, he synthesises previous meanings in peroratio. Because of
this synthesis, justice is not specified in any way. This means that the righteousness
dwelling in the new post-eschatological reality is seen both as God’s salvific action
by which the faithful could be saved (cf. Isa 32:16), and as the judgement that ended
the existence of the old heavens and the old earth, and finally as the way of life of
the faithful, constantly and perfectly doing God’s will (Matt 6:10),% in which they
had already exercised themselves in temporality.

Such new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells, should be
expected by the faithful. The narrator uses the verb npoo8oxdw for the second
time, but uses the first-person plural ind. praes. act. form nposSox@yev for it. This
means that these expectations are common to all generations of Christians, both
the apostolic generation represented by Peter and the generation of later recipients
of the letter up to the end times. It is possible to extend these expectations also to
the righteous living in the time before Christ’s first coming. Their representatives
would be the prophets — authors of biblical and extra-biblical texts describing this
new reality, who are, as Ignatius of Antioch put it in the Epistle to the Magnesian
already quoted, spiritual disciples of Christ (IgnMagn 9:2). This is also mentioned
in I Clem. 35:4: “Let us therefore earnestly strive to be found in the number of
those that wait for Him, in order that we may share in His promised gifts”, which
describes the eschatological promises as gifts more broadly than 2 Peter, but in the
same spirit:

How blessed and wonderful, beloved, are the gifts of God! Life in immortality, splendour
in righteousness, truth in perfect confidence, faith in assurance, self-control in holiness!
And all these fall under the cognizance of our understandings [now]; what then shall
those things be which are prepared for such as wait for Him? (I Clem. 35:1-3).

As mentioned when analysing verse 11b, the use of first-person plural in verse 13
could also justify the use of the personal pronoun rjueigalready in the first part of the
encouragement to live a life of holiness and piety. But even if the recommendations
are addressed only to the recipients of the letter, especially those living after Peter’s
death, the use of the 1 pers. pl is meant to convince them that the expectation
of the fulfilment of God’s eschatological promises present in the prophetic and
apostolic message and in subsequent Christian teaching is a common experience
of all believers.

It may come as a surprise that Peter placed the mention of righteousness as an
addition at the end of the sentence, rather than immediately after the statement

300 D.]J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 295 considers that the idea of justice in 2 Pet 3:13b corresponds
to the request “Thy will be done” from the Lord’s Prayer.
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about the new heavens and new earth. However, this seems to be a deliberate action,
for in this way justice is more strongly emphasised. As already mentioned, it bridges
the gap between pre- and post-eschatological realities:**! practising justice before
the day of judgement already makes it possible, at least in part, to share in the new
reality’” and in that justice which is one of God’s essential qualities, and thus to
share in the divine nature (cf. 2 Pet 1:3).

This bridging understanding of justice finds justification in verse 14, which begins
with the causative 816 ‘therefore], ‘because of this cause. The pronoun tadta ‘this’
refers to the new heavens and the new earth, which constitute the content of God’s
eschatological promise.’® Just as earlier the promise of participation in the new
reality where righteousness dwells provided the motivation to undertake a godly
life, so here the promise provides the motivation to strive hard for God to declare
the faithful to be blameless and spotless. One can clearly see the shift in emphasis
from temporality and Christian practice to the end times, the ontic status of the
faithful and the saving work of God.

2 Pet 3:14 can be seen as the beginning of a transitional summary of Peter’s
attempt to orient the audience towards a positive perception of eschatological events.
Its transition is emphasised by the addressative phrase éyamnntof, already used in 3:1
and 3:8. Further elements of the summary are also expressed in terms familiar from
the narrator’s previous reflections, who now additionally uses wordplays in addition
to synthesising their meanings. For the third time in this short passage he uses the
verb Tpoa§okdw (the second time in part. praes. act.). Instead of omev8w, as in verse
12a, he adds to it the similar-sounding verb omov8dlw in imperativa aoristi activi.
As mentioned, the phonetic similarity, which when juxtaposing npocSok®vtoag
Kal omevSovtag and mpooSok@vTeg omovddcate forms a paronomasia, is overlaid
by the semantic similarity and etymological affinity of omet8w and omovsdlw.
The subject omov8- has already been used by the narrator of 2 Peter in 1:5 as
an accusativus modi in the expression omovdrv néoav and in 1:10 and 1:15as a
verb: onovddoate and omovSdow. Each time it expressed zeal, diligence, intensity,
implying effort, toil put into the activity being performed. G.L. Green even considers

301 This bridging is also recognised by M. Luther, who interprets it by referring to the explanation of
whether man will dwell on earth or in heaven: “Here some may disquiet themselves as to whether
the saints shall have their station in heaven or on earth. The text seems to imply that man shall
dwell upon the earth, - yet so that all heaven and earth shall be a paradise wherein God dwells, for
God dwells not alone in heaven, but in all places, wherefore the elect shall be also even where He
is”; The Epistles of St. Peter and St. Jude Preached and Explained by Martin Luther III (V.12, 13).

302 R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of 1 and II Epistles of Peter, p. 350 considers that the term “new” in
v. 13 actually means “next’, i. e. the next stage of the world created by God, which world will be
renewed, perfected. rather than created completely anew.

303 D.]J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 206.
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this to be Peter’s favourite term for expressing a call to diligence and diligence.>%*

Verse 2 Pet 1:10 seems crucial here, where the narrator encouraged the recipients
to make strenuous efforts not to squander what baptism gives and commits them
to, aware that this requires commitment and can be difficult. He now develops this
thought in an ontological context and from an eschatological perspective.

For this perspective and context undoubtedly the verb evpiokw is decisive; it
is used in inf. aor. pass., which should be interpreted as passivum theologicum.
It is God who is to find the recipients as blameless and spotless. One can see the
opposition here between the use of the verb e0piokw in 3:10d with the negative
particle and in this verse: “the earth will not be found” is contrasted with “you
may be found for Him”. In both cases the agent is God. Being “not found” means
annihilation, being “found” means salvation. The basic semitic meaning of the
verb g0piokw connotates courts and investigations.>*> The faithful will be found
as blameless and spotless as a the result of a judicial investigation by God (cf.
John 18:38, 19:4.6, Acts 13:28, 24:20, Gal 2:17, Phil 3:9, Rev 3:2).

The soteriological meaning of the pronoun avtég referring to God/Lord is rarely
seen here. The dative a0t is most often interpreted as dat. auctoris — “that you
may be found by Him”, but this would be somewhat redundant with passivum
theologicum, which already contains information about God as the agent. It is
more likely, therefore, to be dat. commodi - “that you may be found for Him”.
This would mean that God Himself, as a result of the investigation, will find the
faithful to be undefiled and spotless for Him. In other words - this is not to say
that the believers are absolutely righteous and sinless, but that they have become
so — have been found - in the eyes of God. This corresponds very well with Peter’s
attempt to see reality from God’s perspective. The narrator first carried it out by
juxtaposing human and divine perspectives on the time of the supposedly delayed
parousia. Now he attempts to look at the righteous as God will see (find) them
in the end times. Since 2 Pet 3:15b-16 refers to the writings of the apostle Paul, it
can be assumed that for Peter, as for Paul, the righteousness and impeccability of
the faithful comes from Jesus and is not their own merit (cf. especially Gal 2:17,
Phil 3:9, where Paul also uses the construction with the verb e0piokw).>%

By referring to the believers as domAot and aumpnto, the narrator is again using
a play on words. He refers simultaneously to his text in 2:13c and to the source
material. In 2 Pet 2:13c, the ungodly are referred to as oniAot xat pdpot. On the
basis of associations with the use of the adjective u@pot in particular in the cultic
(Lev 1:33,22:20, 21:21) and wisdom (Sir 11:31.33, 18:15, 20:24, 33:23, 47:20) texts,

304 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1028.

305 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 326; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1028; D.]J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude,
p. 207.

306 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:15b-16b.
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they were considered unfit to serve God and unfit for the Church, just as animals
with blemishes and imperfect priests are unfit for sacrificial worship. As stained and
with blemishes in the moral sense, they cannot in turn stand before God and serve
Him in His eternal kingdom,*”” a new reality. Now Peter refers d rebours to that
formula and calls the believers éomiiot kat auwpntot. He uses alliteration based on
a-privativum. The merism,>*® characteristic of Semitic rhetoric, should be regarded
as another element of following the Septuagint. Above all, however, Peter wants to
portray the believers as fit to serve God in both present and future realities, because
God has found them to be blameless and spotless for Himself. This depiction of the
faithful as a community of the elect, fit for God’s service because without physical
or moral blemish, is also present in intertestamental Jewish literature, which, like
2 Peter, refers to images from the Torah. In 1QS? 2:3-9, one can read that

no man affected by any of the impurities of man should enter into God’s fellowship [...]
no one whose body has been contaminated, having paralysed legs or hands, lame, blind,
deaf, mute, nor anyone whose body has been contaminated by any infirmity visible to the
eyes, nor a tottering old man unable to stand still in the assembly - these may not come
to officiate in the assembly of notable men (cf. also 1QM 7:4-7 with a similar description

with regard to the participants in the eschatological war).

In the NT, the terms used by Peter appear infrequently. The adjective domilog occurs
only three times — in 1 Tim 6:14 in reference to the commandment, in Jas 1:27 in
reference to those who are free from the influence of the world, and in 1 Pet 1:19,
where Christ as the sacrificial lamb is called duwpog and édonirog: “[you have been
redeemed] with the precious blood of Christ as of a spotless unblemished lamb”.
In contrast, the Petrine term auountog is hapax legomenon.® It is considered
synonymous with the adjective édpwpog occurring in the example already quoted
from 1 Pet 1:19, similarly in Heb 9:14 and in contexts reminiscent of 2 Pet 3:14 -
Rev 14:5 and Jude 24, very often with other terms of blamelessness, purity, holiness
- Phil 2:15, Eph 1:4, 2:27, Col 1:22. Morphologically it is derived from the negated
adjective pwyetog ‘reprehensible; which in turn is a derivative of the verb pwpdouat
- ‘to reprove, ‘to scold’; apnpntog therefore denotes someone who is not subject to
reproof, who cannot be reproached.’'? The references to Christ as sacrifice and a
certain literary stability of Guwyoc/auwuntog and domirog or their equivalents may
indicate that such a formula functioned in a Christian setting, most likely in texts

307 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:13.

308 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 326.

309 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 327; E. Mickiewicz, List $w. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 336; in
Phil 2:15 a similar sounding and morphological term dpeuntog is used — without reproach.

310 E Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy. Drugi List $w. Piotra, p. 336.
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of a liturgical nature.*!! This would be confirmed by the use of a similar formula in
I Clem. 29:1: “Let us then draw near to Him with holiness of spirit, lifting up pure
and undefiled hands ayvag kat apidvtoug xelpag unto Him, loving our gracious
and merciful Father, who has made us partakers in the blessings of His elect”.

This liturgical and cultic roots taken over from Jewish tradition is of course
superimposed on the moral meaning of the terms auwpntog and domrog and their
equivalents which are also close to Greek tradition, as well as the eschatological-
community context®'? which is also present in New Testament writings (Phil 2:15,
Eph 1:4, 2:27, 1 Tim 6:13, cf. 1 Cor 1:8, 1 Thess 3:13, 5:23) and early Christian
writings, e. g. in The Shepherd in Vision 4:2: “If then you prepare yourselves, and
repent with all your heart, [...] if your heart be pure and spotless, and you spend
the rest of the days of your life in serving the Lord blamelessly” (cultic roots) and
in Vision 4:3: “But the white part is the age that is to come, in which the elect of
God will dwell, since those elected by God to eternal life will be spotless and pure”
(ethical and eschatological context).

Peter takes into account all aspects arising from Sitz im Leben of the terms Gpw-
uog/apwpntog and domirog, while emphasising their soteriological and ontological
significance and links to the eschatological promises received at baptism. The lexi-
cal associations with Christ’s sacrifice indicate that it is through this sacrifice that
believers are seen (found) by God like Jesus himself - as unblemished and without
spot. Here Peter’s soteriological thesis seems particularly close to Paul’s account
in Col 1:22 vBvi 8¢ amokatiAagev év T cwuartl Tig oapkog avtos dia Tod a-
VATOL TtapacTioatl VUG dyloug Kal AU UOUG KAl AVEYKARTOUG KATEVWITLOV aUTOD
“he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through his death, to present you holy,
without blemish, and irreproachable before him”. This ontological status was given
to the believers at baptism, which, as the narrator of 2 Peter mentions in 1:10, is a
cleansing from formerly committed sins. In order to maintain this status, believers
must not only accept this cleansing in an act of declared faith, but also actively
manifest their faith and true knowledge of Jesus Christ — using and developing their
baptismal gifts and living a holy and godly life (1:3-4.5-8, 3:11b). As can be seen,
Peter makes a very strong connection between this ontological status of believers as
unblemished and without spot and baptism. Earlier he had focused on the visible
and temporal consequences of baptism - the actions that set Christians apart from

311 Cf. the liturgical scepticism of D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 208.

312 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 327; H.]. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 248-249 also sees separatist
tendencies in Peter’s cultic terms and references: in order to preserve spiritual perfection and
impeccability, Christians must separate themselves from the world of corruption (cf. 1 Pet 1:4),
just as in Old Testament worship what was holy and belonged to God had to be separated from the
impure realm of the profane.
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other communities. But even then he argued that the gifts and the great and won-
derful promises of baptism are eschatological, for they will enable believers to share
in the divine nature and lead them without stumbling into the eternal kingdom
of Jesus Christ (2 Pet 1:4.9-11). He now focuses on the ontological-soteriological
aspects and elaborates on the statements in 1:10 concerning the believer’s vocation
and election.

The link between 3:14 and 1:10 is not coincidental. It can already be seen at the
rhetorical level (the relationship between exordial and perorational themes; the use
of merisms in relation to the faithful - the recipients of the letter, addressing them
directly by means of addressative phrases and the transitive character of the text)
and at the lexical level, as shown in the table below:

2 Pet1:10 2 Pet3:14

ALo paAhov, ALS,

ade\poi, ayarntol,

omouddoarte omouddoate

BeBaiav

U@V TNV KARoL Kal ékAoyrv doToL Kal apwpntot
ToLeloBat adt® eVpedijvat

Therefore, rather, Therefore,

brethren, beloved,

be diligent/strive earnestly that be diligent/strive earnestly that you
certain/confirmed

your vocation and election blameless and without spot
may be made may be found [by God] for Him

On a theological level, the thesis BeBaiav Du&®V v KAfjoLv Kal EkAoynv motet-
obat is developed “so that your calling and election may made certain/confirmed”.
As already pointed out when analysing 2 Pet 1:10,*"* the adjective BeBaiog signifies
the certainty and constancy of the baptismal promises (verses 3-4, 10c-11), but
the guarantee of the fulfilment of these promises and the inclusion of believers
among the called and elected ones is not based on human efforts but on God’s
salvific actions, which the narrator has indicated in his typical manner by passivum
theologicum moteloBat. Now likewise - it is not human endeavour that makes the
faithful considered blameless and spotless, but God’s saving actions culminating
in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ (a lamb without stain and without blemish). So the
ultimate confirmation of the calling and election of the faithful at baptism is/will
be to find them unblemished and without spot when the day of the Lord comes.
And just as calling and election is God’s exclusive prerogative, so the recognition of
the faithful as unblemished and without plans is His exclusive competence.

313 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:10.
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Such a clear combination of baptismal and eschatological themes is not unique in
early Christian writing of the late first/early second century. In an even more explicit
and obvious way, the author of 2 Clem. links them: “how can we hope to enter
into the royal residence of God unless we keep our baptism holy and undefiled?”
(2 Clem. 6:9).

Peter adds that the faithful will be found “in peace” The notion of eiprjvn has
already occurred in the salutation formula in 2 Pet 1:234
eschatological and soteriological and existential context as an inner joy resulting
from reconciliation and a personal connection and relationship with God,*!* not
as an “emotional soothing”>'® Together with righteousness, as the cited texts espe-
cially the intertestamental ones showed (e. g. 1 En 5:7-9, 10:21-22, 94:1-4), it is an
essential component of future reality. It is no coincidence that in this concluding
Petrine reflection these two elements are given equal prominence - righteousness
as the final addition in verse 13: “in whom [the new heavens and the new earth]
righteousness dwells”; peace as the final addition in verse 14: “that you, as blameless
and without spot, may be [by God] found for Him in peace”. Just as before righ-
teousness, so now the peace resulting from reconciliation with God and relationship
with Him in the temporal can be seen as a bridging element connecting present
and future realities.

The theological addition to the summary transition concerning the interpretation
of the doctrine of the day of the Lord/Day of God is found in verse 15a. The narrator
of 2 Peter once again returns to the saving patience of the Lord (cf. 3:9c) and
commands the faithful to regard it as an expression of saving mercy. The title “Lord”,
used in the expression 100 kupiov NU@V pakpovbuia “patience of our Lord? is to
be treated in the same way as in 3:9a, thus bi-referentially.’!” The verb jyéopat has
already been used in 3:9a when demonstrating the false teachers’ misunderstanding
of delay. The narrator, using a wordplay based on placing the same terms in different
contexts, now uses 1jyopat as a directive for Christians: paxpo8Buuiav cwtnpiav
Nyelabe “consider the patience/forbearance of our Lord as salvation/rescue”>!8 This
clause is elliptical, as it omits the key concept of Bpadvtnta “delay” which is central
to the whole polemic. However, it is easy to reconstruct all the elements of Peter’s
injunction: unlike the false teachers, who regard the delay of the parousia and the
judgement as evidence of the non-fulfilment of the eschatological promise, the

and has been read in an

314 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 215.

315 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:2.

316 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1029; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 208; F. Mickiewicz, List sw. Judy.
Drugi List sw. Piotra, p. 337.

317 Differently D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 295, who argues that the title kupiog in 3:15a refers
to God (the Father) rather than Christ; similarly D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 208.

318 D.]J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 208.
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faithful - certainty of the fulfilment of the promises received at baptism — should
regard the delay of the coming of the day of the Lord as an expression of God’s
merciful patience, which is tantamount to a rescue.

The noun owtnpia ‘rescue’ has a double meaning. First, it signifies rescue from
God’s wrath on the day of judgment (3:10-12, cf. also the rescue of Noah in 2:5b
and Lot in 2:7), and second, entry into the eternal kingdom and participation in the
divine nature (3:13, cf. the promises in 1:3-4,10-11).>!° The guarantor of the be-
lievers’ salvation is God’s patience, through which people were given time to repent.
This motif already resonated with the typological narratives in chapter 2: some
managed to make use of the time given (Noah and his family, Lot), while others,
by postponing conversion, did not make it in time before the annihilation. In the
conclusion, which is also an interpretation of Peter’s eschatological hermeneutics,
the narrator once again encourages a proper - soteriological - assessment of God’s
patience and the delay it entails. Viewed from a human perspective, delay is some-
times interpreted in different ways. A negative interpretation leads to eschatological
scepticism and immorality; a positive interpretation, offered by the narrator of
2 Pet, to conversion understood as the continual exercise of baptismal gifts en-
abling a life of piety and holiness as befits those cleansed from sin. Conversion, as
the apocalyptic literature cited above (ApBaSyr 85:8-15) and the early Christian
contemporary 2 Peter (1 Clem. 23:5, 2 Clem. 16:1) argues, must be hurried because
one does not know when the time to show patience to the faithful will end, and
it can happen unexpectedly quickly. The placement of the mention of patience at
the end of this soteriological reflection is also intended to emphasise that it is not
human efforts but precisely God’s merciful patience that signifies salvation.

2.14 Ds. Prophetic and apostolic teaching (2 Pet 3:15b-16b)
1% Just as our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you,
6aThat is, in all the letters, speaking in them of these [things]. 16611 them [the letters]

there are some [elements] that are difficult to understand.

After another stage of the interpretation of the prophetic and apostolic teaching,
the narrator of 2 Peter returns to its sources. In order to give credibility to his
message and demonstrate the coherence and unity of the entire apostolic teaching,
he refers to what the apostle Paul wrote in his letters. In this way, Peter in peroratio
returns to the theme of faith which he had already touched upon in prescriptio (1:1).
The recipients of the letter based their faith, which brought them the dignity of

319 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1031.
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children of God, on the teaching preached not by Peter but by other apostles,*?°
perhaps precisely by Paul. Regardless of by whom the teaching is preached and
how it is expressed, it contains the same content that comes from God himself. This
makes it essential that the apostolic teaching should be treated in the same way
as the prophetic message, which, preached at different times by different people,
contains the same salvific message. It seems, however, that Peter’s essential aim is
to show, above all, the coherence of apostolic teaching in terms of eschatology and
eschatologically oriented morality.

A certain parallel can be seen here with how the narrator of 2 Peter sought to
give credibility to his message in chapter 1. There, he first invoked the testimony of
the apostles (1:16-18) and then the prophetic teaching (1:19a); now the prophetic
and apostolic teaching is further supported by Paul’s message. This mutual authen-
tication is thus arranged in chiasm, which is one of Peter’s favourite rhetorical
figures:

A. apostolic testimony — Peter’s — 1:16-18;

B. prophetic teaching - 1:19-21;

B’ prophetic and apostolic teaching - 3:2,5-7.10b-11a;
A apostolic testimony — Paul’s - 3:16b-17.

Thus, as the narrator of 2 Peter argues, the teaching conveyed by the various apostles
based on prophetic attitudes is consistent in content. However, its interpretation can
become problematic, especially if it deals with difficult issues and is communicated
in language far from unambiguous and if it is done without the support of divine
wisdom (3:16¢-17).

In order to support his considerations from the transition in 3:14-15a, the nar-
rator of 2 Peter refers in verse 15b to what the apostle Paul wrote. He calls Paul
0 ayarmnTog uav a8eddog “our beloved brother”. Such an attentiveness towards
Paul seemed quite questionable to many scholars, especially in the light of the
Petro-Pauline controversy exaggerated from the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury by ECh. Taurus.>*! Peter was supposed to represent a Christianity very much
rooted in the Jewish tradition, based on the Law of Moses, which believers coming
from a pagan background should also accept in its entirety. Paul, on the contrary,
was to preach freedom from the precepts of Judaism for ethno-Christians.>?? The
belief that there was a conflict between Peter and Paul was based on the account
in Gal 2:11-14, where Paul describes how he publicly rebuked Peter, who, while

320 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:1.
321 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1032.
322 D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 209; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 328.
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in Antioch, initially had no objections to fraternise with Helleno-Christians who
did not observe Jewish rituals and customs. The situation changed when Judaizers
came to the city from Jerusalem invoking James, the Lord’s brother. Then Peter
began to distance himself from the ethno-Christians, demanding that they adopt
Jewish customs.*** As it seems, F. Ch. Baur and the Tiibingen school overestimated
the significance of this conflict,*** ignoring the fact that the Antioch incident was
woven into the account of Paul’s sojourn in Jerusalem, where James, Cephas and
John, named as pillars of the church, gave their right hands to Paul and Barn-
abas and recognised them as apostles sent with the gospel to the uncircumcised
(Gal 2:1-9). In the remainder of Ga Paul gives the substance of the doctrine of
justification through faith in Jesus Christ and not through the fulfilment of the law.
He emphasises that it is a doctrine preached both by him and by Peter, the Jews,
which is why he uses the first-person plural: fueis pvoet Tovdatol [...] kat pelg
eig Xplotov Tnoodv émotevoauev “We, who are Jews by nature and not sinners
from among the Gentiles, [yet] who know that a person is not justified by works of
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works
of the law no one will be justified” (Gal 2:15-16). Acts 15:7-12 also show the har-
mony between Paul and Peter. It is Peter who, at the so-called Council of Jerusalem,
declares that there is no difference between Judeo-Christians and ethno-Christians,
and that both will be saved through faith and the grace of Jesus (Acts 15:9.11).

This egalitarianism resonates very clearly in 2 Peter. From the outset, the narrator
emphasises that all Christians have received a faith that gives them equal dignity
as children of God (2 Pet 1:1). He goes on to refer to both the Jewish tradition
and the Hellenistic tradition, and tries to integrate them, giving both a Christian
perspective. He thus proceeds in the same way as Paul, who must be considered the
forerunner of such integration and harmonisation. The esteem with which Peter
expresses himself about Paul is thus fully justified. Added to this is the conviction,
expressed further on, that Paul is an inspired writer and that his writings are
considered normative for Christians faithfully adhering to prophetic and apostolic
teaching.

In calling Paul “his beloved brother”, the narrator of 2 Peter uses terms that he has
already used in his letter. As in the analysis of 2 Pet 3:11b-15a, the meaning of both
terms must now be derived primarily from previous contexts. The noun a8eAddg
had already appeared in 2 Pet 1:10 in the plural when referring to the recipients.
There he was referring to the relationships prevailing in the Christian communities,

323 J. Gnilka, Piotr i Rzym. Obraz Piotra w pierwszych dwu wiekach, Polish transl. W. Szymona, Krakéw
2002, p. 118-123.
324 1Ibid., Piotr i Rzym, p. 123 emphasises several times that this conflict was temporary and intractable.
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which were regarded as true families.>* In a similar sense Paul himself uses the term
a8eAdoi “brethren” in his letters (e. g. Rom 1:13, 7:1.4, 10:1, 16:17, 1 Cor 1:10.11.26,
2:1,3:1,4:6,7:24.29, 14:6.20.26.39, 2 Cor 1:8, 8:1, Gal 1:11, 4:12.28.31, Phil 3:1.13.17,
1 Thess 1:4, 2:1.9.14.17, 5:12.14), thus expressing a bond with the recipients. But
the apostle also uses the term a8eAdp6¢ “brother” in the singular to refer to his
close associates (1 Cor 1:1, 2 Cor 1:1, 2:13, 8:18.22, Eph 6:21, Phil 2:25, Col 1:1,
4:7, 1 Thess 3:2, Phlm 1). It can be assumed that the preachers of the Gospel, or
apostles in the broad sense of the word, called each other brothers in the ministry,
expressing above all their equality. In order to emphasise their common vocation
and mission, the term is used by the narrator of 2 Peter in relation to Paul.

Peter, however, not only calls Paul a brother in the ministry of preaching the
Gospel, but he also adds the emotional phrase dayanntog “beloved” This is how he
addressed his recipients in 3:1.8.14 (17) to get their attention and to express his
feelings towards them. Paul, on the other hand, called Tychicus (Eph 6:21, Col 4:7)
and Onesimus (Col 4:9) as his “beloved brother” ¢ ayamntog a8eAddc (singular), he
referred to Epaphras as “our beloved fellow slave” 6 dyanntog ouv8otiog (Col 1:7),
Philemon as “our beloved and our co-worker” 6 ayanntog kai cuvepyog (Phlm 1),
and Luke as “the beloved physician” 6 watpdg 6 ayanntdg (Col 4:14). Epaenetus
is simply “my beloved” 6 &yanntdg pov (Rom 16:5), likewise Stachys (Rom 16:9)
and Persis (Rom 16:12), and Ampliatus is “my beloved in the Lord” 6 dayamntég
uov év kupiw (Rom 16:8). Timothy in 1 Cor 4:17 is called “the beloved son” of
Tékvov ayanntov (cf. also Acts 15:25, Rom 16:12, 3 John 1). All these examples
speak in favour of considering the phrase “beloved brother” in 2 Pet 3:15b not only
as a conventional expression, but as an exponent of the true affection,*?® spiritual

327 of Peter towards Paul.

bond and kindness

The phrase “our beloved brother” is understood quite differently by Tobias Nick-
las.??8 Starting from the same premises - the earlier use of the phrase’s components
in the letter — he indicates that Peter treats Paul in a patronising way. Firstly - Paul
is named in the same way as the other “beloved brothers’, the recipients of the letter.
Secondly, nowhere is Paul called an apostle. Therefore, Paul’s praise is uttered here
with a trace of irony. Since Paul’s letters enjoyed authority in Christian circles at the
turn of the second century, Peter cannot afford to discredit them. But he may try to
undermine Paul’s own authority by denying him the title of apostle and treating
him like any other Christian. Despite a certain amount of appeal, Nicklas’ thesis
does not seem convincing, especially in the light of the other terms used by Peter

325 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:7 and the concept of pAaderdia.

326 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 327.

327 FE. Mickiewicz, Autorytet apostotéw w Kosciele pierwotnym w Swietle Drugiego Listu $w. Piotra,
“Seminare” 39 (2018), no. 2, p. 17.

328 T. Nicklas, Petrus-Diskurse in Alexandria, p. 110.
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to describe the status of Paul’s writings, and in the light of early Christian writings
written at a similar time to 2 Peter.%’

Bauckham®¥ additionally draws attention to the pronoun fju@v “our”, which can
be understood in three ways. First, egalitarian - as a reference to all Christians. Such
an understanding would correspond with the use of the term “brethren” in the letters
of Peter and Paul to refer to the recipients, members of Christian communities,
which are considered spiritual families. Paul would therefore be considered an
equal member of the Christian community to all. Secondly, in reference to Peter’s
circle, that is, the circle of Peter’s associates in Rome. This would also correspond
with some of the uses of the term our brother in Paul’s letters (e. g. 1 Thess 3:2 in
relation to Timothy). Peter would thus count Paul among the helpers in the work of
preaching the gospel. Thirdly, the term “our” would indicate a group of apostles in
the broad sense of the word - preachers of the Gospel and founders of local churches
(cf. e.g. 2 Cor 8:22-23, where a careful distinction is made between Titus - “my
companion” kovwvog £pdg and “our brethren” - “the messengers of the churches”
aderdol NU@V andatorot EkkAnoldv), who have received the legitimacy of their
mission from God, thus act and teach in a manner reminiscent of the activity of
the earlier prophets (cf. 2 Pet 3:2). In the latter case, personal acquaintance is not
even required between the envoys of the churches.?!

This third understanding of the pronoun nu@®v seems most likely in the con-
text of 2 Pet 3:15b. It is confirmed by the Gnostic Letter of Peter to Philip from
Nag Hammadi (second/third century AD). In the prescript there is a reference
to “our beloved brother and our fellow apostle’, later in the letter the sender,
speaking on behalf of the other apostles (here the Twelve), uses the addressative
“our brother”:

Now I want you to know, our brother, that we received orders from our Lord and the
Savior of the whole world that we should come together to give instruction and preach in
the salvation which was promised us by our Lord Jesus Christ [...]. Therefore would it be

agreeable to you, our brother, to come according to the orders of our God Jesus?

329 T. Nicklas (ibid.) further references to Paul and his writings he also reads as an expression of
protectionism. He finds particularly ironic the combination of verses 15 and 16: despite all the
wisdom given to him, Paul writes things that cause difficulty, i. . things that need to be subjected
to a proper interpretation. Proper interpretation here is Peter’s exclusive competence. So Peter
would arbitrarily establish himself as the authority entitled to explain Paul’s writings, the one-man
magisterium.

330 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 327.

331 For more on the shared dignity of Peter and Paul as apostles, see D. Tomczyk, Postrzeganie Pawta
przez Piotra na podstawie zaimka ,,nasz” w 2 P 3,15, “Biblica et Patristica Thoruniensia” 14 (2021),
no. 1, p. 97-110.
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This meaning also corresponds with the further characterisation of Paul as endowed
with wisdom and with the recognition of his letters as inspired. Furthermore,
Paul’s apostolic dignity and the confirmation of his mission among the Gentiles
are attested in Gal 2:1-9 and in Acts 15:2-3.25. This is also reflected in the early
Christian tradition, e. g. in I Clem. 5:3-6, where Peter and Paul are mentioned side
by side as holy apostles who endured persecution:*** “Let us set before our eyes
the illustrious apostles. Peter [...] endured [...] numerous labours [...]. Owing
to envy, Paul also obtained the reward of patient endurance [...]. After preaching
both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious reputation due to his faith”.
Ignatius of Antioch regards the commands of Peter and Paul as equally normative:
“I do not, as Peter and Paul, issue commandments unto you. They were apostles;
I am but a condemned man: they were free, while I am, even until now, a servant”
(IgnRom 4:3). Irenaeus of Lyon, in describing the spread of the Gospel, mentions
Peter and Paul together as the founders of the Church in Rome. Nor does he make
any distinction between them when he mentions the sanctioning of the apostolic
mission by the Holy Spirit:

For, after our Lord rose from the dead, [the apostles] were invested with power from on
high when the Holy Spirit came down [upon them], were filled from all [His gifts], and
had perfect knowledge: they departed to the ends of the earth, preaching the glad tidings
of the good things [sent] from God to us, and proclaiming the peace of heaven to men,
who indeed do all equally and individually possess the Gospel of God. [...] Peter and Paul
were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of the Church. [...] Church founded
and organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles, Peter and Paul (Adv. Haer. 111
1:1, I1I 3:2).

Dionysius, bishop of Corinth (the second century), quoted by Eusebius of Caesarea,
in the Letter to the Romans, expresses the equality of the apostleship of Peter and
Paul by attributing to both of them the mission and establishment of the local
Churches in Rome, Corinth, Italy: “You have thus by such an admonition bound
together the planting of Peter and of Paul at Rome and Corinth. For both of them
planted and likewise taught us in our Corinth. And they taught together in like
manner in Italy, and suffered martyrdom at the same time” (HE II 25:8).

The apostolic dignity of Peter and Paul is shown as equal, which may indicate
a tradition already stabilised in this respect at the time of the writing of 2 Peter,
when - especially in the Roman Church - the two apostles were regarded as the

332 This is probably the oldest extra-biblical testimony to the joint mention of Peter and Paul - see
J. Gnilka, Piotr i Rzym, p. 133.
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two greatest Christian authorities.*®> One can even perceive a certain primacy of
Paul here, since the narrator of 2 Peter gives credence to his teaching by references
to his letters, which he considers equal to Scripture (2 Pet 3:16¢). Surely this is a
different situation from that known from the account of Paul himself, who had to
defend his - questioned by many - apostleship.

The great respect for Paul and his writings is evidenced by the claim that Paul
TadAog kKatd TV ovelav avtd codiav Eypapev “wrote according to the wisdom
given to him”. The reference to the apostle’s given wisdom is an expression of
the conviction that the Pauline writings are inspired. But it also serves to show
the contrast between Paul’s inspiration, involving submission to God’s wisdom,
and the misunderstanding of his letters and of Scripture in general caused by
under-education and vacillation (2 Pet 3:16¢). In this way, the narrator of 2 Peter
returns again to exordial issues and the crucial question of the proper and improper
interpretation of internal and external prophetic and apostolic texts (2 Pet 1:20-21).
Paul’s submission to God’s rather than his own wisdom in proclaiming the gospel (cf.
1 Cor 1:17-31, 2:3-5.6-7) represents the attitude of a true prophet communicating
God’s unadulterated revelation (cf. internal interpretation) to the people.*** Such
revelation also requires an inspired explanation (cf. external interpretation),’*>
which false teachers do not provide because they lack God’s wisdom.**®

The belief that Paul’s wisdom is in fact God’s wisdom given to him is evidenced
by the part. aor. pass. §00¢loa which, as passivum theologicum, indicates that the
benefactor, the giver of wisdom, is God Himself; and the gift - implying the aorist
- is complete, total, fully sufficient to carry out the mission entrusted by God. In
his letters, Paul uses a similar formula with regard to grace (e.g. Rom 12:3, 15:15,
Gal 2:9, Eph 3:2.7). Particularly significant is 1 Cor 3:10, where, immediately after
mentioning the grace given to him kata v xdpwv 00 6e0l v 800elodv o,
the apostle describes himself metaphorically as a wise builder codpog apyttéktwy,
who lays the foundations of faith. In this context, God-given grace signifies the
legitimacy of the message and the ability to proclaim the gospel. In Rom 12:6,

333 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 328; A. van den Hoek., Peter without Paul: Aspects of Primordial
Role of Simon Peter in an Early Christian Context, [in:] The Early Reception and Appropriation of
the Apostle Peter (60-800 CE), ed. R. Dijkstra, Leiden-Boston 2020, p. 203 notes that there was a
long tradition in Rome referring to two similar (twin) figures. He mentions the legendary founders
Romulus and Remus and the mythological brothers Castor and Pollux, and from this he derives
the early Christian belief in the two apostles Peter and Paul as the founders of the Church in
Rome.

334 This theme is further elaborated by Hilary of Arles in his treatise on the seven Catholic letters,
arguing that this particular wisdom, different from wisdom acquired by studying, was given to
Paul on the road to Damascus; Ojcowie Kosciota komentujg Biblig, p. 148.

335 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:20.

336 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:16cd.
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charisms are referred to in the same way - as various gifts given to us according to
grace. This would mean that Paul’s wisdom could be considered a special charisma,
a gift enabling one to understand God’s designs (Wis 7:7.15, 9:17), one that was
enjoyed by wise men and prophets alike (Prov 2:6, Dan 1:19 LXX), leaders of
Israel (Ezra 7:25 LXX, cf. Matt 12:42, Luke 11:31), inspired speakers (Luke 21:15,
Acts 6:10), teachers (Mark 6:2) and apostles (1 Cor 2:3-5, Col 1:28), as well as
believers seeking to properly understand God’s message conveyed by prophets and
apostles (Eph 1:17, Col 1:9, Jas 1:5). This confirms the suggestion, described above,
of the dual function of the mention of wisdom, which is necessary to communicate
God’s unadulterated revelation and to read that revelation in the same way, without
succumbing to the pernicious influences of human wisdom (cf. 2 Pet 3:1).

Respect for Paul, his mission and the conviction of the inspiration of his writ-
ings, expressed in formulas similar to that of Peter or even more hagiographic, is
characteristic of early Christian writing. Polycarp of Smyrna in his Epistle to the
Philippians also draws attention to Paul’s wisdom, although he does not emphasise
as strongly as Peter (and Paul himself) that it is God-given wisdom: “For neither I,
nor any other such one, can come up to the wisdom 2 Peter 3:15 of the blessed and
glorified Paul” (PolPhil 3:2). Clement of Rome emphasises the inspiration of Paul’s
writings: “Take up the epistle of the blessed Apostle Paul. What did he write to you
at the time when the gospel first began to be preached? Truly, under the inspiration
of the Spirit, ém'aAnBeiag nvevuatiidg he wrote to you concerning himself, and
Cephas, and Apollos” (I Clem. 47:1-3). For Ignatius of Antioch, the consistency of
Paul’s teaching and life, is a model to follow: “You are initiated into the mysteries of
the Gospel with Paul, the holy, the martyred, the deservedly most happy, at whose
feet may I be found, when I shall attain to God” (IgnEph 12:2).

Sometimes, on the basis of this respect towards Paul, attempts are made to
establish the time of the composition of 2 Peter. In doing so, tendencies towards
a late dating, i. e. to the first/second century or early second century, prevail. The
main argument would be the similarity in the perception of Paul’s authority by the
narrator of 2 Peter and the early Christian writers. Above, attention has already
been drawn to a certain stabilisation of Paul’s position as an apostle, which may be
indicative of the emergence of 2 Peter after the epistles, in which it is Paul who must
give credence to himself. A parallel can be seen here to the account of Acts 15:4-11,
where the Antioch incident is not mentioned and Peter acts as Paul’s spokesman.
This, in turn, would seem to argue for the close timing of the two writings — Acts
and 2 Peter - so around 85-90.

The purpose of 2 Pet 3:15b-16b, however, as mentioned, is not to authenticate
Paul’s teaching, but rather to authenticate the narrator speaking on behalf of Peter.
Pointing to Paul and calling him a “beloved brother”, thus emphasising the bonding
of the apostles and their common mission, may have a similar function to the
reference to Peter’s biography in 1:16-18. In chapter 1, the narrator emphasised that
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his teaching was based on direct apostolic testimony, corroborating and confirming
the prophetic message. Now he adds to this the correspondence with what Paul
preached, having unquestionable authority among the recipients of the letter, who
most likely already knew Paul’s writings well, treated them as normative, and so
collected, transcribed and circulated them. In this way, by referring at the beginning
of the letter to Peter and at the end to Paul, the narrator in fact alludes to the Petro-
Pauline tradition already referred to in this study, established in Rome at the end of
the first century (cf. 1 Clem. 5:3-6, cited above; IgnRom 4:3, HE 1I 25:8, Adv. Haer.
III 1:1, III 33:2). Its roots, however, are to be sought somewhat earlier, already in
the 60s of the first century in connection with the martyrdom of Peter (c. 64) and
Paul (c. 66-67)%*7 in Rome.

At first glance, it seems that the references to Paul’s writings here are very specific.
In 2 Pet 3:15b the narrator refers to what Paul “wrote to you’, in 3:16a to “all the
letters”. However, it is not possible to identify clearly which Pauline texts are in
question for three reasons. Firstly, because it is difficult to specify the support for
what content of Peter’s message is meant. As Bauckham notes,>*® in 2 Peter the
references to Paul are quite general, the narrator of the letter has so far not shown
any particular familiarity with, let alone direct dependence on, Pauline theology.
Secondly - it is even more difficult to determine which letters of Paul would be
those addressed to the recipients of 2 Pet, because the question of the recipients
of 2 Peter and the narrow or broad understanding of the pronoun vpiv*** remain
unclear. Thirdly and finally, due to the unknown time of 2 Peter’s composition, it is
not possible to adjudicate whether the entire Corpus Paulinum or only a part of it
composed of, for example, the Proto-Pauline letters or some other collection was
already functioning among Christians as normative.

On the first question — which parts of Peter’s argument would gain support from
Paul’s writings — the following possibilities are usually indicated: (a) support for
3:14, (b) support for 3:15a; (c) support for the content expressed in 3:14-15a;34
(d) support for the content present throughout Peter’s argument so far. The most
commonly indicated variant is a, b or ¢, justifying this with the adverb ka8uc ‘as,
which would refer to the phrases immediately preceding 3:15b.>*! However, it can
be treated somewhat more broadly, similar to the treatment of, for example, the
adverbially used pronouns avto tod7o in 1:5 with reference to everything said

337 J. Gnilka, Pawet z Tarsu, Polish transl. W. Szymona, Krakéw 2001, p. 434; Gnilka adopts a different
chronology and dates Paul’s death to the year 56.

338 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 330.

339 Ibid.

340 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 215.

341 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 370.
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about the promises and gifts described in 2 Pet 1:3-4,>#? or the pronoun tabta in
1:8 with reference to both the virtues in 1:5-7 and the gifts in 1:3-4.3%

If one were to look for an analogy of 2 Pet 3:15a with Paul’s message, one would
have to point primarily to Rom 2:4 (cf. also Rom 3:25-26, 9:22-23, 11:22-23).3%
Thus, what “Paul wrote to you” would have to be identified with the Letter to the
Romans, and thus consider that the recipients of 2 Peter are Christians in Rome. If
the parallels are considered to be with 2 Pet 3:14 or 3:14-15a, the index of parallel
texts expands, as does the list of recipients of 2 Peter. Indeed, the parenesis, the
object of which is the proper attitude of Christians in waiting for the fulfilment of
the eschatological promises, is present in almost all the Pauline writings, sometimes
in direct connection with divine patience, sometimes without such direct links
(Rom 13:11-14, 1 Cor 7:29-32, 2 Cor 5:6-10, 7:1, 15:35, Gal 5:12, Eph 4:30-31,
5:5.16.27, 6:13, Phil 2:15-16, 3:20, 4:5, Col 3:4-6.23-25, 1 Thess 2:12, 3:13, 5:4-11,
2 Tim 3:1-5, Titus 2:12-14).>* It is most difficult to identify specific parallels be-
tween the narrator’s argumentation of 2 Peter so far and Paul’s texts. Usually,**¢ it is
cited as the most important and recognisable due to lexical and motivic affinity:

2 Pet Motif Pauline texts

1:7 exercising fraternal love 1 Thess 4:9-10

1:13-14 a metaphor for leaving the body 2 Corb:1-4

2:18-20 liberation from corruption and the promise of freedom | Rom 8:20-21,
for God’s children

2:19 surrender to the slavery of sin Rom 6:16
God’s patience

3:9c.ba predestination of the faithful not to the wrath of God Rom 2:4

3:9d-e the wish that they attain salvation 1 Thess 5:9

3:10 the day of the Lord like a thief 1 Thess 5:2.4

The second issue - identifying the common audience of Paul’s letters and those of
2 Peter - seems even more difficult. First of all, because the narrator of 2 Peter does
not specify to which communities his letter is addressed.**” Nor is it resolved by
possible content parallels. As already mentioned, if one considers the similarity of
motifs in 2 Pet 3:15a and Rom 2:4, one would have to identify the Roman community
as the group of recipients. Taking into account the motivic and lexical similarity

342 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:5.

343 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:8.

344 See, for example, K.H. Schelkle, p. 236; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 25.

345 Ibid., p. 209-210; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 330; E. Mickiewicz, Autorytet apostotéw w Kosciele
pierwotnym w swietle Drugiego Listu $w. Piotra, p. 18.

346 T. Callan, The Soteriology of the Second Letter of Peter, Biblica 84 (2001), no. 4, p. 552-553, 556-557;
D.F. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 215.

347 See Introduction (vol. 1).
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presented in the table - one would also have to point to Romans or Thessalonians.
But if the eschatological parenesis is also taken into account, it appears that the
recipients of 2 Peter could be all the communities to which Paul addressed his
letters. This long list is sometimes narrowed down on the assumption that 2 Peter

),348 i, e. the Christians in

was written to the same audience as 1 Peter (cf. 2 Pet 3:1
Ponta, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. The common recipients of Peter’s
and Paul’s letters would thus be the communities in Galatia and Asia, i.e. the
Galatians, Ephesians and Colossians. Such a limitation, however, is not satisfactory
because of the omission of the similarity of Peter’s message with parts of Paul’s
letters to the Romans and Thessalonians. Perhaps, then, the communities in Rome
and Thessalonica, to whom both Paul and the author of 2 Peter wrote, should also
be added to the list of churches in Asia Minor, to which 1 Peter is also addressed.

A certain attempt to solve this problem would be to point to Paul’s lost letter
to the Laodiceans (cf. Col 4:16).3*° It can be added to the above list, and it can be
assumed that it contained much more material in common with 2 Pet. In addition
to eschatological parenesis, it could contain, for example, baptismal catechesis, doc-
trine of the end times, soteriological issues, explanations of what Christian freedom
is all about, or the same hermeneutical assumptions that allow for a typological,
eschatologically oriented interpretation of the biblical narratives. However, this
would mean accepting the unlikely hypothesis that 2 Peter is not a circular letter
but addressed to a specific community.**°

The optimal solution to the question of the common recipients of Paul’s and
Peter’s message seems to be to treat the pronoun Oty not only as a reference to the
first historical recipients of the letters associated with specific communities, but
more generally as a turn to all Christians,*! regardless of the places and times in
which they lived. Such a universal understanding of the pronoun vpiv would fit
well with the narrator of 2 Peter’s conviction of the validity of the apostolic teaching
among all generations of Christians. He himself, moreover, assumes that his letter
will be treated in this way and read also after his death to the next generations
until the end times (cf. 2 Pet 1:12,15) not in a single local community but in the
whole Church. As already mentioned when analysing 2 Pet 1:12, he is not alone
in expressing the universality and timelessness of the apostolic teaching in this
way. When Polycarp of Smyrna, in his Epistle to the Philippians written about the
year 107, mentions to his contemporary audience Paul’s stay in Philippi and the
apostle’s letter to the townspeople, he writes that Paul was “with you” and “wrote
For neither I, nor any other such one, can come up to the wisdom of the

»_ «

to you™:

348 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:1.

349 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 330.

350 See Introduction (vol. 1).

351 See for example, J.N.D. Kelly, E.M. Sidebottom, W. Schrége.
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blessed and glorified Paul. He, when among you, accurately and steadfastly taught
the word of truth in the presence of those who were then alive. And when absent
from you, he wrote you a letter” (PolPhil 3:2). In the same way, Ignatius of Antioch,
also in the early second century, speaks of his contemporaries in Ephesus as being
“initiated into the mysteries of the Gospel with Paul” (see IgnEph 12:2). This would
mean that the phrase “Paul wrote to you” refers to Paul’s epistolography, which all
believers accept as normative and valid, regardless of the communities to which it
was originally addressed. This would also reveal that the authority of Paul’s letters
were equated with the authority of Scripture in 3:16c.

Making the above assumption makes it possible to look at the expressions in
3:15b and 16a as synonymous parallelism. The first element ka6w¢ ITatAog Eypaev
VULV “as Paul wrote to you” would be equivalent to the second element &g év ndoaig
TaiG émioToAaic “as in all the letters”. Moreover, the second element can be treated
explicatively with respect to the first element. In this way, the narrator of 2 Peter,
who, it has been said, does not draw inspiration directly from Paul’s teaching laid
out in any particular letter, would be referring generally to Paul’s writings and
explaining: as Paul wrote to you - all believers, that is, as [he wrote] in all the letters.
One can now clearly see the appropriateness of the phrases Outv and év maoatg Taig
émiotoAais; the pronoun ye would thus indicate the recipients of all the letters. Such
an explication has a dual function. On the one hand, it emphasises the fundamental
coherence of Pauline teaching articulated in all the letters,>* and on the other, it
exposes the same fundamental coherence of Peter’s and Paul’s teaching, i. e. the
universal, supra-local, timeless apostolic teaching.

The very phrase néioat ai éntotodat “all the letters” in verse 16 also poses prob-
lems. For its interpretation largely depends on the accepted - early or late — dating of
2 Peter. Undoubtedly, already at the time of Paul’s letters, many communities, espe-
cially those founded by the apostle, were transcribing, exchanging and collecting his
writings (cf. Col 4:16). This practice was certainly followed by large churches such
as Corinth and Ephesus. Thus, even during Paul’s lifetime, collections of his letters
may have been formed, first locally, then increasingly widespread, surrounded by
respect and treated as an authoritative apostolic interpretation of the Gospel.?>*
Assuming that 2 Peter is either an authentic or pseudonymous letter, but written
before Peter’s death in 64, the term “all the letters” would therefore have to refer
to a collection numbering, according to Harrington,*** at least three letters, most
likely any of the Proto-Pauline ones.

352 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 372.
353 F Mickiewicz, Autorytet apostotéw w Kosciele pierwotnym w $wietle Drugiego Listu $w. Piotra, p. 18.
354 D.]. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 295.
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Perhaps copies of the letters were also kept by Paul’s close associates, such as
Timothy or Titus. It is possible that such copies were kept by Paul himself, a practice
common among ancient writers.>>> After the apostle’s death, these copies were
circulated among Christian communities. If 2 Peter is considered to be a pseudony-
mous letter but written shortly after the apostle’s death, then the existing collection
of Pauline letters in the 1960s/70s would also have to include the Corpus Proto-
Paulinum. Among “all the letters” was probably Rom, 1 Thess,**® perhaps 1 Cor.
A collection including Rom, 1 Cor and perhaps 1 Thess was also known to Clement
of Rome (cf. I Clem. 47:1-3 quoted above). Perhaps 2 Cor, Gal and Phil belonged
to the same collection or a separate collection.

If 2 Peter is a pseudonymous epistle written at the end of the first or the turn of
the first century, then the collection of “all” Paul’s letters can be extended primarily
to Eph and Col, as evidenced by the letters of early Christian writers.*>” The author
of 2 Clem. probably knew the Proto-Pauline letters and the Letter to the Ephesians,
because he uses motifs present in Rom, 1 Cor, Gal and Eph. In 2 Clem. one can even
find some allusions to the Deutero-Pauline letter, 2 Timothy. Ignatius of Antioch
refers most readily to 1 Cor, but there are passages that testify to his knowledge of
Rom, 1 Thess, Gal, Phil, Eph, Col and 1 Tim. The inclusion of 1 Tim and 2 Tim
in these references may indicate that in circles close to the narrator of 2 Peter, the
pastoral epistles were already considered canonical in the early second century.
This would be confirmed by the Muratorian Canon, created in Rome around 170,
which, however, treats pastoral letters (together with Phlm) somewhat differently
from letters addressed to particular churches due to their individual recipients.’>®

As already mentioned, 2 Peter uses Pauline literature in a general way, without
explicit direct references. This is reminiscent of the practice followed by Ignatius of
Antioch in particular, who also refers to the unspecified” all” of Paul’s letters: “who
[Paul] in all his Epistles makes mention of you in Christ Jesus” (IgnEph 12:2). This
resemblance and the way in which Paul is expressed with great affection, the desire
for the message of Peter and Paul to be perpetuated in the minds of the audience
as a coherent apostolic teaching, confirms that 2 Peter was probably written in the
first/second century.**

355 R.E. Richards, Paul and First-Century Letter Writing: Secretaries, Composition and Collection,
Downers Grove 2004, p. 218.

356 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 331.

357 K.P. Donfried, The Setting of Second Clement in Early Christianity, Leiden 1974, p. 93-95.

358 The Muratorian Canon, however, does not mention 2 Peter - see Introduction (vol. 1).

359 See Introduction (vol. 1). D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 216, citing precisely the
similarity with IgnEph 12:2, argue that 2 Peter must have been written after 107/108, considered to
be the date when IgnEph was written.
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In order to further emphasise the coherence of the Petrine and Pauline teaching,
the narrator offers more than a mere comparison; he adds that Paul, in all his epistles
known and recognised throughout the Christian ecumene as normative, “speaks
of these things” AaA@v év avtals mept tovTwv. This redundant addition, however,
does not conclusively clarify what things the narrator of 2 Peter has in mind. The
same variants appear here as with the interpretation of 3:15b, i. e. references to
3:14, to 3:15a, to 3:14-15a or to issues raised in the letter in general. Some light is
shed on the meaning of “these things” by the later part of verse 16, in which the
narrator mentions difficult, unclear things (3:16b) that are improperly explained
(3:16¢). Since the earlier improper explanations given by the false teachers mainly
concerned eschatological issues, especially the interpretation of the delay of the
parousia and the judgement, it can be assumed that the narrator also has them
in mind now. In all likelihood, the heretics claimed that it was the eschatological
scepticism they preached, with all its moral consequences, that was in line with
Paul’s teaching (cf. 2 Thess 2:2-3 and 2 Tim 2:17-18, where Paul warns against
those who claim that the final events are already coming to pass). Meanwhile, Peter
claims the opposite — false teachers distort Paul’s teaching because they are unable
to understand it. The Pauline message is essentially the same as Peter’s preaching,
although heretics seek to accentuate the supposed differences between the two
apostles’ message.*®

Peter acknowledges that there are things in Paul’s letters that are difficult to
understand. He refers to them as Suovénta. The term is quite rare, but appears
in Hellenistic literature in the context of an oracle, a vision, some text difficult to
understand because of its ambiguity. It is used, for example, when commenting on
the answer the Delphic Pythia gave to a king asking whether to go to war: “If you go
to war, you will destroy a great nation”. It remains unclear whether the destruction
of a great nation means the defeat of the enemy or, on the contrary, the pogrom
inflicted on one’s own nation.*®! Diogenes Laertius uses the term Suovonta in Lives
of Eminent Philosophers (IX 1:13), when he quotes an opinion on the treatise On
Nature by Heraclitus of Ephesus:

You are the author of a treatise On Nature which is hard to understand and hard to
interpret. In certain parts, if it be interpreted word for word, it seems to contain a power
of speculation on the whole universe and all that goes on within it, which depends upon
motion most divine; but for the most part judgement is suspended, so that even those who
are the most conversant with literature are at a loss to know what is the right interpretation
of your work.

360 D.F. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 215; ].H. Neyrey, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 250.
361 D.]J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 211.
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Hermas, in Similitude 9:14, explains why he keeps asking for clarification of the
details of the parable: “I must, sir, [...] ask you of all things, because I am wholly
unable to understand them; for all these things are great and glorious, and difficult
for man to understand”

The narrator of 2 Peter points out that in Paul’s letters only some things — twva
literally ‘some’ - are difficult to understand.**> He does not give a clear answer
as to whether this refers to complex, incomprehensible language, intricate theo-
logical issues that can be explained in different ways, or simple things that have
proved difficult for false teachers to interpret. This ambiguity seems intentional;
it resonates with the meaning of the term Suovdnta and fits perfectly with Peter’s
fond wordplays.

Researchers are divided when indicating the semantic dominance of Suovénta
in 3:16b. Some favour the first variant and argue that the narrator of 2 Peter in
the expression év alg ¢otwv Suovéntd twva is indeed accentuating Paul’s difficult
language and intricate style, which still cause exegetes many problems today.*®*
However, in light of how Peter himself writes and his proficient use of Greek, it is
unlikely that he would have found Paul’s language difficult. Supporters of variant

3% recall that already in antiquity some theological issues raised by Paul were

two
interpreted differently. As an example, they usually cite the doctrine of justification,
which, wrongly and one-sidedly understood, had to be corrected by the author of
the Letter of James (Jas 2:14-26).3%° This is also referred to by Augustine in Faith

and Works 14:22, when he writes that

Peter in his Second Letter very clearly encourages holiness of life and morals, prophesying
that this world will pass away and that we look forward to new heavens and a new earth,
which will be given to the righteous to inhabit. He also knew that some evil people take
from some of Paul’s harsh sentences the justification to be confident of their salvation by
faith alone, not at all concerned about living an upright life. That is why he mentioned

that there are several difficult places in Paul’s letters. These people misrepresent them, as

well as other writings, to their own destruction.>®®

362 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 331; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1037.

363 See for example, E. Mickiewicz, Autorytet apostotéw w Kosciele pierwotnym w $wietle Drugiego Listu
sw. Piotra, p. 18.

364 See, for example, D.J. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 295; D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 212.

365 For the apparent controversy between Paul and James, see K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, A Structural
Commentary on the So-Called Antilegomena, vol. 1: The Letter of James: Wisdom that Comes from
Above (Eastern and Central European Voices 3.1), Gottingen 2021, p. 11, 42-43, 166-175.

366 Ojcowie Kosciota komentujg Biblig, p. 148. In the same vein, M. Luther put it: “[Peter] has yet seen
that many unstable spirits wrested and perverted St. Paul in his words and doctrines, inasmuch as
some things in his Epistles are hard to be understood, — as when he speaks in this way, ‘that no
one is justified by works, but by faith alone;’ so, too, ‘the law is given to make sin more gross;’ so,
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In the Eight Questions of Dulcitius 1:5, on the other hand, the Bishop of Hippo
claims that it is a matter of deriving from Paul’s letters the doctrine of the possibility
of attaining salvation without conversion and repentance:

those things that Peter says are difficult to understand in his writings and that people must
not pervert to their own ruin. Thus, against the clearest witness of the scriptures, they
assure the gaining of salvation for those who are most wicked, who cling most obstinately

to their own wickedness and who have not changed through correction or repentance.*®’

In the context of 2 Peter, the things that are difficult for heretics to understand
in Paul’s letters could therefore include, above all, eschatology and Christian free-
dom %8

However, the narrator of 2 Peter seems to go a step further and spices his state-
ment with a pinch of irony: some essentially simple and obvious things in the
Pauline texts are difficult to understand for the false teachers who misinterpret
them, just as they also misinterpret other inspired Scriptures (16b) which clearly
speak of the coming of the day of the Lord and of judgement. This characteristic
vituperatio sarcasm, further revealed in the characterisation of heretics as duaBeig
Kal aothpktol “unlearned and unstable” (16¢) makes the third variant the most

likely semantic dominant of Suovénta.

2.15 Es. Interpretation of apostolic teaching:
a. False interpretation (2 Pet 3:16¢-17)

1¢Which [these difficult things] the unlearned and unstable distort as well as other
scriptures to their own destruction. 7 You, then, beloved, knowing [that all] beforehand,

beware lest, seduced by the error of the unrighteous, you fall away from your own stability.

After presenting another element concerning the prophetic and apostolic teaching,
the narrator, as previously, moves on to interpretation. He states unambiguously
that both Paul’s teaching and the eschatological content of other Scriptures are

too, ‘where sin abounded, there grace much more abounds; and more passages of the same sort.
For when men hear such, then they say, if that is true, we will go on indolently, and do no good
work, and so be righteous, as men even now say, that we forbid good works; for if one so perverts
St. Paul’s own words, what wonder is it that they should, in like manner, pervert ours?”; The Epistles
of St. Peter and St. Jude Preached and Explained by Martin Luther 111 (V.15,16).

367 Augustine of Hippo, The Works of Saint Augustin, vol. 12: Responses to Miscellaneous Questions,
English transl. B. Ramsey, New York 2008.

368 D.]. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 296.
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distorted. He returns to the issues mentioned in exordium that the authority of
the apostolic testimony and that of the prophetic testimony confirm each other
(1:16-19). Together with the statements in 15b-16b, verse 16¢ forms a syllogism:

a. Peter’s teaching does not differ from Paul’s (15b-16b);
b. Paul’s teaching is inspired (15b);
c. Paul’s inspired teaching happens to be distorted like other Scriptures (16¢), i. e.
Paul’s teaching is treated in the same way as other Scriptures;
d. conclusion: Peter’s teaching in line with that of Paul is also sometimes
distorted in the same way as other Scriptures.

Drawing this conclusion allows us to recall and summarise the main theme of
the letter — the interpretation of the inspired teaching on the end times. The false
interpretation leading to annihilation has been given far more space by the narrator
than the correct interpretation, which leads to salvation. Not surprisingly, such
proportions also appear in the final summary of Peter’s reflection in 3:16¢c-17:

a. 3:16¢c-17c - false interpretation;
b. 3:17d - correct interpretation.

Attention is drawn to the frame structure of this passage, which is emphasised
by a wordplay applied by the narrator for the contradictory but similar-sounding
concepts aotrpikot in 16¢ and otnptyuog in 17d. The axis connecting the two
concepts is, of course, the interpretation of Christian eschatological teaching: the
wrong interpretation of it leads to instability, the right one to stability.

Verse 16¢ begins with a metonymy indicating the characteristics of those who
make false interpretations of:*® 4ua®eig and aotipiktol. Here, the narrator uses
one of his favourite rhetorical device - the alliteration introduced by a-privativum.
Earlier, in 3:14, he applied the same device to the believers, whom he called domtiot
kal apountot. The claim that only “the ignorant/unlearned and unstable” have a
difficulty of interpreting certain places in the apostle Paul’s letters undoubtedly
constitutes a vituperative element, contrasting with the esteem towards Paul who
received wisdom from God. This contrast persists on a semantic level as well as
on a theological level. Paul's wisdom as a synonym for inspiration refers to the
internal interpretation of God’s message; the ignorance, or lack of wisdom in the
false teachers, to the external interpretation (1:20-21). These themes were already
addressed by the narrator of 2 Peter in exordium (1:20-21); now he seems to address
them anew and finally clarify his conception of internal and external inspiration.

369 D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 216.
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Whereas in 1:20-21 he concentrated on the former and indicated the latter only
implicitly, in peroratio he treats both types of inspiration equally. Paul’s inspiration
undoubtedly resembles prophetic inspiration, which is why his letters have been
equated with the writings whose authors are prophets sensu largo, who do not
interfere with the content of the transmitted word.>”® For a proper explanation
of such prophecies, external inspiration is necessary to ensure that they are read
according to God’s intention and not according to the interpreter’s own ideas and
concepts.

The term aua6els in the Bible and early Christian literature belongs to hapax
legomena.>”! Among Greek-speaking Jewish writers, it is used by Josephus Flavius in
Ant. XII 4:6: “those that had then the best reputation for instructing youth, the rest
of his children, by reason of their sloth, and unwillingness to take pains, returned
to him foolish and unlearned (avéntot kat apadeic)”. It is also used by Plutarch in
How a Young Man Should Study Poems, when he describes undereducated poets
trying to instil misconceptions about the deities. Etymologically, the term aua®rig
means someone who is unlearned. As already mentioned, the ignorance of the
false interpreters is juxtaposed by Peter at the theological level with the wisdom
Paul received from God and denotes the lack of God’s wisdom, i. e. the lack of
spiritual competence needed to properly explicate Paul’s letters and Scriptures.’”?
On a semantic level and with the use of vituperatio, apadri¢ denotes someone
poorly educated, an ignorant person who thinks he is a sage, but in fact lacks
wisdom. There is no doubt that the disparaging term “ignorant/unlearned” refers
to false teachers who think that the philosophical knowledge (cf. human wisdom in
1 Cor 1:19-20.22.25) they possess is sufficient to explain the Scriptures. Meanwhile,
as the narrator of 2 Peter argues, turning God’s message into a philosophy leads to
perdition.

The second term dotripikrol has already been used in 2:14, where it referred
to people whose faith is still unstable, wobbly and who are easy prey for false
teachers. According to the strategy employed by the narrator, who uses the terms
used earlier now in a similar sense, the term would have to be considered to refer to
followers of false teaching, those who are victims of false teachers caught in the lure
of sophisticated but deceitful words and acquiescence to a promiscuous lifestyle (cf.
2:18). The phrase apabeic kat aotipiktot would therefore denote two groups of
people making a false interpretation - the undereducated pseudo teachers (cf. 2:12,
3:5) and the unstable followers of their doctrine (2:14),°”> whose understanding

370 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:20-21.

371 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 331.

372 Ibid.

373 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1037; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 331.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0


https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672

Es. Interpretation of apostolic teaching: a. False interpretation (2 Pet 3:16¢-17) ‘ 153

and experience of Christian doctrine and faith is still quite superficial and therefore
easily deceived.’”*

However, if one takes into account the narrator of 2 Peter’s predilection for the
use of merisms - 2:13 onidot kai p&dpoy; 3:14 donmiot kal aumuntol, the identi-
fication in the phrase auafeis kal dotiipuktol of references to two groups is no
longer so certain. Perhaps as before, like Flavius (avdntot kai duabelic), Peter is
describing one group - false teachers who not only lack the intellectual and spiritual
competence to explain the Scriptures properly, but also stability in the faith, since
they want to philosophise and paganise Christianity (cf. 2:19). It is also difficult
to suppose that the newly-acquired proponents of the anti-eschatological heresy
would themselves interpret the inspired Scriptures. Furthermore, on the assump-
tion that the metonymy of the “unlearned and unstable” refers to only one group
- the false teachers — the juxtaposition of their instability with the stability of the
faithful - the recipients of the letter - resonates more strongly.

False interpretation is described by the narrator using the verb otpepAdw, which
means ‘to twist, ‘to distort, ‘to misrepresent things that are difficult to explain’ The
problem of distorting the word of God is also described by Polycarp of Smyrna
in The Epistle to the Philippians 7:1; among these distortions he also mentions the
denial of eschatological judgment: “For whosoever does not confess that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh, is antichrist; and whosoever does not confess the
testimony of the cross, is of the devil; and whosoever perverts the oracles of the
Lord to his own lusts, and says that there is neither a resurrection nor a judgment,
he is the first-born of Satan”*”> Polycarp, however, uses a different verb from Peter,
namely - uefodevw ‘to deviate from the path; ‘to swindle] ‘to cheat’ (cf. Eph 4:14,
6:11, where the noun pebo8eia appears). In a slightly later writing, the pseudo-
Clementine Epistle of Peter to James 2:4, Peter himself complains that his words
are already being transformed during his lifetime so that the Law can be dissolved
and uses the verb petaoynuatifw ‘to change) ‘to transform’

Based on the meanings of the synonyms, it can be assumed that otpepAdw in
2 Pet 3:16¢ means either a rejection of some teaching present in Paul’s texts or such
a manipulation of the apostle’s words as to make them appear to support heretical
views. Most likely both meanings overlap here’”® and depend on the issues raised
by Paul and the false teachers. If the texts are concerned with eschatology and
its inevitability and imminence, eschatological scepticism rejecting judgment and

374 Ibid.

375 The devils inspiration in distorting the message of Scripture is also seen by John of Damascus, who
writes in the Life of Barlaam and Josaphat XVI: “for the enemy of our souls hath made them decline
from the straight road, and divided them by strange teachings, and taught them to interpret certain
sayings of the Scriptures falsely”

376 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 332; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1038.
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accusing God of failing to fulfil his promises (cf. Rom 13:11-12, 16:20, 1 Cor 7:29,
Phil 4:5, 1 Thess 4:15) come to the fore, with the omission of Paul’s confirmation
of judgment. If, on the other hand, the ethical message takes precedence, then
heretics seek to justify their antinomianism with appeals to justification and lib-
eration from the law (Rom 4:15, 5:20, 8:1, 1 Cor 6:12) and the offer of Christian
freedom (2 Pet 2:19, Rom 8:2, 2 Cor 3:17, Gal 5:18, cf. Rom 3:8, 6:15, Gal 5:10.13,
where Paul himself is aware that his teaching can be misunderstood and opposes
such tendencies).?”” This latter practice is not alien to Peter himself, who uses
Paul’s authority to validate his teaching: by demonstrating the consistency of his
message with Paul’s gospel, he legitimises it and lends it credibility before the
letter’s audience, who held Paul’s writings in high esteem and regarded them as
normative.

It turns out that it is not only Paul’s letters that have become subject to false
interpretation. Heretics also distort other Scriptures, as indicated by juxtaposing
the difficult places in Paul’s letters with other Scriptures for the false teachers by
means of a comparative construction: & ot AuabeTc kai AT PIKTOL GTPEBADGOVGLY
¢ kal Aoutag ypaddg. The governing verb remains, of course, the verb otpepAdw,
which means that also the texts regarded as Scriptures at the time 2 Peter was
being composed were subjected to the same two-way manipulation: on the one
hand, mentions of judgment and parousia were eliminated in heretical teaching
(cf. 2 Pet 2:1de and undermining the veracity or even rejecting the eschatological-
parousia prophecies), on the other hand, the related ethical message was dressed up
in deceptive words so that many would follow the indecent acts of the false teachers
and desecrate the way of truth (cf. 2 Pet 2:1de-3a)*’® and to convince many that
judgment is idle and doom slumbers (cf. 2 Pet 2:3b).

The noun ypadn constitutes the second direct complement of the sentence in 16¢
after the relative pronoun & referring to the expression Suovéonta tva. Undoubtedly,
the notion of “Scripture” includes a reference to texts regarded as inspired in Jewish
tradition. This is evidenced not only by the context, but also by some even technical
use of the term with the definite genitive.”® Since Peter’s letter comes from a time
before the final establishment of the OT canon, it can be assumed that, in addition
to the books later recognised as canonical, the narrator also has in mind those of the
intertestamental texts, presumably of an apocalyptic nature, which were popular
among the recipients of his letter (cf. Gal 8:22, 2 Tim 3:16). On the other hand,
one could narrow down this traditional Jewish account to those texts which lent

377 R.Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 332; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1038; see also above — analysis
of 2 Pet 2:19.

378 See analysis of 2 Pet 2:1-3.

379 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 333.
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themselves, as it were, naturally to a Christological reading.*®* But as the examples
of 2 Pet 2:5-9 show, even primarily non-eschatological and non-Christological
narratives subjected to an appropriate hermeneutic can be used typologically in
support of apostolic teaching.

It should also be noted that in New Testament literature, hagiographers generally
use the singular when referring to Scripture, as does the narrator of 2 Peter in
1:20-21. Now the hagiographer uses the plural, which may suggest that he has a
wider collection in mind than just the texts of Jewish tradition.

An analysis of 2 Pet 1:16-18 has shown that the author of 2 Peter may have
been familiar with Mark and Matthew, perhaps also with Luke, or at least with
those passages later incorporated into the baptismal and transfiguration narratives.
Their literary shape seems already stabilised, although interpretation still varies and
depends on the narrative contexts.*®! In chapter 1, the narrator of 2 Peter separated
the apostolic and prophetic testimonies. He understood the latter in a narrow sense
as specific prophecies concerning the parousia lexically and thematically referring
to the transfiguration (1:19a), and as prophecies more generally concerning the
parousia and eschatologically oriented ethical teaching (1:19b-c), and broadly - as
all that arose under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit by the will of God and was
written down (1:20-21). “Scripture” was thus a hypernym to “prophecy”, which was
considered a hyponym. Since Peter uses terms used earlier in peroratio, “scriptures”
in 3:16¢ must also be taken as a certain hypernym, a general, umbrella term. This
time, however, no hypernyms are given, but they can be inferred from the data
cited. Firstly, the term “scriptures” in 3:16¢ in the plural must be broader than the
term “scripture” in 1:20, where the singular form is used. Secondly - since in 1:20
“scripture” included prophecies sensu largo, there must now be an element added
to these prophecies. Most likely, then, these are the already written accounts of the
apostles containing the logia of Jesus and/or elements confirming the dignity of
Jesus as messiah, who received from God the eschatological powers of the Judge
and the authority over the future kingdom (1:16-18).

The suggestion that Peter’s “scriptures” may refer to Jewish tradition and to
the words of Jesus is confirmed by New Testament and early Christian writings.
John 2:22, on the one hand, distinguishes between the Scriptures and the words
of Jesus; on the other hand, it clearly equates their interpretation among the dis-
ciples of the Master of Nazareth. Moo®* draws attention to the indirect practice
of hagiographers who refer to those statements of Jesus that are based on OT as

380 Cf. Mark 12:10, Luke 24:27.32.45, John 5:39, 7:38.42, 13:18, 17:12, 19:24.28.36.37, 20:9, Acts 1:16,
8:32.35, Rom 1:2, 1 Cor 15:3-4, Gal 3:8.

381 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:16-18.

382 D.]. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 213; see also G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1039; R. Bauckham, Jude,
2 Peter, p. 333.
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Scripture. The flagship example is 1 Tim 5:18, which admittedly refers to Luke 10:7
and uses the formula Aéyet yap r ypadn “For the scripture says”, but the quotation
from Luke is based on the text in Deut 25:4. So it is in fact an indication of the
primary text, the source text for Lk. Similarly, even at the beginning of the second
century, the author of 2 Clem. does the same, making an allusion to the Letter to
the Ephesians attributed to Paul, which he regards as a Christological commentary
on Gen 1:27: “for the Scripture, says, God created man male and female; the male
is Christ, the female the church, [...] and that the Books and the Apostles teach
that the church is not of the present, but from the beginning” (2 Clem. 14:2) and
Polycarp of Smyrna, who juxtaposes the quotation from Ps 4:6 with the quotation
from Eph 4:26: “For I trust that you are well versed in the Sacred Scriptures, and
that nothing is hid from you; but to me this privilege is not yet granted. It is declared
then in these Scriptures, Be angry, and sin not, and, Let not the sun go down upon
your wrath. Happy is he who remembers this, which I believe to be the case with
you” (PolPhil 12:1). Earlier, however, in PolPhil 7:1 quoted above, Polycarp spoke
of the transformations to which the sayings of the Lord are subjected. This suggests
that he has in mind a literarily stabilised form of sayings, most likely known from
the gospels, in which Jesus’ sayings are not merely quoting or commenting on ST.
Dating from the same time, 2 Clemn. 13:4 not only considers the words of Jesus as
the words of God: “For, whenever they hear from us that God says, No thank have
ye, if you love them which love you, but you have thank, if you love your enemies
and them which hate you” (cf. Luke 6:32.35), but also identifies them as “scripture”
(2 Clem. 2:4): “another Scripture says, I came not to call the righteous, but sinners”
(cf. Matt 9:13, Mark 22:17, Luke 5:32); likewise The Epistle of Barnabas: “Let us
beware lest we be found [fulfilling that saying], as it is written, ‘Many are called,
but few are chosen™ (Barn. 4:14) (cf. Matt 22:14).

It can therefore be assumed with a high degree of probability that 2 Pet 3:16¢
refers to those apostolic texts which were read out during Christian gatherings
of a liturgical nature. They were either treated in the same way as the prophetic
texts, i. e. as the word of God, especially if they recalled the utterances of Jesus
(cf. 2 Clem. 13:4), or as inspired Christocentric commentaries on the prophetic
utterances (cf. 2 Clem. 14:2). Since in 2 Peter inspiration is the primary criterion for
the authority of the prophetic message and its apostolic interpretation (1:20-21),
it is not surprising that in 3:16¢ the narrator equates the authority of the inspired
prophecies, the apostolic transmission of Jesus’ words (cf. 3:2: uvnobfvat t@v
TPOELPNUEVWV PNUATWVY VIO Aylwv TPodnT®V Kal T AnooToAwv UGV EVTOARG
700 Kupiov kat owtipog “recall the words spoken earlier by the holy prophets and
the commandment of our Lord and Saviour [given] by the apostles”) and Paul’s
commentary (3:15b) of a Christological-eschatological and ethical nature.

This equality in inspiration and thus in authority is emphasised by the adjective
Aounog ‘other; ‘remaining. It appears relatively frequently in the NT. In Matt 25:11
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it denotes the foolish virgins who, together with the precautionary virgins, belong
to the bridegroom’s retinue; in Luke 24:10, the women who, together with Mary
Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of James, conveyed the news of the empty
tomb to the apostles; in Matt 27:49, one of the groups of witnesses to Jesus’ death;
in Acts 28:9, the sick who wanted to be healed like Publius’ father; in Rom 1:13,
groups belonging to the Gentiles; in 1 Cor 9:5, that group among the apostles whose
members took their wives on mission; in 2 Cor 12:13, a group of churches; in Phil
4:3, a group of Paul’s co-workers; and so on. As can be seen, a component of a whole
was described in this way. It can be assumed that Peter uses the adjective Aout6g in
the same way. This would mean that, for the narrator of 2 Peter, Paul’s letters and
“the other Scriptures” constitute a whole, a group of inspired texts conveying God’s
true revelation, which did not originate in the will of man but in the will of God
(2 Pet 1:20-21).

Peter’s reflection in 3:16c¢ is thus as follows: false teachers misinterpret, i. e. with-
out inspiration but according to their own ideas, not only the clear teaching about
the parousia in Pauls letters, which for them becomes difficult because it does
not conform to erroneous ideas based on philosophy, but also the eschatological
prophecies in the gospels and intertestamental literature and ST texts which, when
subjected to an eschatological hermeneutic, foreshadow the events of the end times
just as clearly as the narratives about angels, the Flood and Sodom quoted earlier.
Added to this is the same process of misinterpreting Paul’s Christian liberty and
the ethical precepts contained in all inspired writings.

However, a misleading interpretation is not without consequences.*® It is not
a question of some minor errors, but of such a falsification of the essence of the
inspired message about the end times that one cannot see in the supposed delay of
the parousia and judgment the patience of God giving time for conversion. Without
conversion, in turn, it is impossible to be recognised by God as unblemished and
without spot. In other words - a deceitful interpretation of Scripture closes the way
to the eternal kingdom. The narrator of 2 Peter argues that forgers do so to their
own destruction. He uses the strongly charged adjective i8iog “own” and the noun
anwAela. Both terms were already used and both were pejorative. The adjective
i8log in 2 Pet 1:20-21 indicated a lack of both internal and intrinsic inspiration, i. e.
the shaping of revelation according to human rather than divine will. In 2 Pet 3:7
only a false external interpretation, i. e. ideas of God’s action shaped according to
the heretics’ own desires, was already described in this way (cf. PolFil 7:1). Now
the narrator returns to this motif, linking expressis verbis the false interpretation of

383 This Petrine argument is aptly summarised by Symeon the New Theologian in Catechesis 15:2:
“[Heretics] distorted the whole Scripture according to their own tastes and lusts. It was not the
Scriptures that suffered, but those who committed the transgression”; Ojcowie Kosciota komentujg
Biblig, p. 149.
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revelation to the eschatological annihilation of the forgers. The term anwAeta ‘an-
nihilation’ has already appeared in Peter’s reflection on several occasions, primarily
in the context of judgment (2:3b, 3:7), but also in the context of the spread of false
- pernicious - teaching (2:1c.e).

On the basis of previous uses of the terms i§{og and anwAeia, the narrator of
2 Peter does not so much construct a new meaning for the phrase “own distruction”
in 3:16¢ as synthesise previous judgements. It turns out that “one’s own destruction”
is the final, irreversible, long-predicted doom that the false teachers prepare for
themselves by preaching their own ideology, i. e. an eschatological scepticism that
is not borne out by the inspired writings but is built on the basis of their own
desires on an intellectual level (theory). The rejection of judgement and parousia
entails antinomianism - yielding to one’s own desires on a physical level (practice).
Thus, theory — the doctrine that heretics preach - and practice - the way of life
they promote - are closely linked. Richard Bauckham draws attention above all to
the false teachers’ removal of the eschatological element from Christian ethics.***
This has the effect of equating Christian ethics with Greek philosophical ethics,
thereby depriving Christianity of its soteriological uniqueness and making it a
heresy — one of many philosophical currents (cf. 2:1.19). A different emphasis
is placed by G.L. Green,*®® who rightly points out that the problem of the false
teachers was not that they could not understand some passages of Scripture, but
that they use their erroneous interpretation, based on philosophical speculation, to
justify eschatological scepticism and immorality (cf. 2:19, 3:3-4). And immorality,
promiscuity, iniquity, as Peter argued, as the opposite of leading a godly life, prevents
them from attaining a share in the divine nature and entering the kingdom and
being recognised by God as blameless and spotless (cf. 1:3-4,10-11, 3:11.14).

False interpretation leading inevitably to destruction is to be strongly avoided, the
narrator argues in verse 17. The warning is addressed directly to the audience and
has the character of a concluding transition®® further emphasised by the emphatic
pronoun Vel “you”,*” the addressative ayanntoi “beloved” and the resultative
o0v “then”. Alongside the warning section, the transfiguration also contains a posi-
tive message (verse 17d) formulated with expressions based paradoxically on the
terminology used earlier for false teachers. Once again, the narrator’s predilection
for wordplays is evident here.

In the first part of the transition, the compound verb mpoywwokw in the form
of part. praes. act. draws attention. It refers to things of which the recipients of the

384 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 334.

385 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1041.

386 Somewhat differently, D.J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 212, who considers the phrase dyanntot as a
transition indicating the main theme of the letter after a digression on Scripture.

387 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1042.
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letter have prior knowledge. This verb is used, among others, by Josephus Flavius in
Ant. 11 5:6, when he quotes Josephus’ comment explaining Pharaoh’s dream of the
fat and thin cows: “God foreshews what is to come upon men, not to grieve them;
but that when they know it beforehand (mpovyvwkdtes) they may by prudence
make the actual experience of what is foretold the more tolerable”

A certain problem in 2 Pet 3:17a is the reconstruction of the object of this prior
knowledge. For it can be treated narrowly or broadly. In the narrow sense - the object
of prior knowledge is the actions of false teachers.*®® The recipients of the letter
being forewarned - npoywvwokovteg “knowing beforehand” - of the appearance of
heretics and of their strategies for gaining followers (cf. 2 Pet 2:3a.14,18-19), they
will be able to guard against the traps set for the faithful.

In the broader sense, it is necessary to take into account previous uses of the verb
ywhokw and its compound and of the nouns yvwaotg and éntyvioig. In 2 Pet 1:20
and 3:3 the expression mp®dTov yvokovteg appeared as part of a formula referring
to the recipients’ knowledge of eschatology.*®® The adverb np®tov was assigned a
restrictive, epideictic or hierarchical function. In 3:3, the narrator was sensitising
us to a certain sign of the end times, which is and will be the appearance of false
teachers. In order for their message to be judged as heretical (3:3-4), however, it was
presented against the background of the whole prophetic and apostolic teaching
on eschatology and the eschatological hermeneutic applied to the primarily non-
eschatological texts (3:5-7).

The nouns éniyvwolg and yv@olg described the process of gaining knowledge
not only as a committed acceptance of the contents fundamental to salvation, but
also conversion (cf. 2 Pet 1:2).>*° The eschatological prophetic and apostolic teach-
ing, to which Christian ethics is also oriented, is fundamental to salvation and the
basis of conversion. Thus, there is no reason to claim that this time compound
verb mpoywwokw indicates something than its components. This is all the more
so because, as has been pointed out repeatedly, the narrator of 2 Peter in peroratio
makes use of concepts used earlier and does not fundamentally change their se-
mantic fields. This would imply that what is meant here is a holistic eschatological
knowledge/teaching that the recipients have previously received, which they are
supposed to remember and recall all the time. In other words - by knowing the
correct prophetic and apostolic teaching beforehand, the recipients of the letter,
both the first historical recipients and the those who are to read the letter at a later

388 See among others, R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 336-337, who regards the participle npoyww-
okovteg used in the present tense as a generic feature of the apocalyptic intertestamental writings:
it is not a description of the reality observed by the narrator, but a prophetic prediction; cf. also D.J.
Harrington, p. 296; D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 217.

389 D.]J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 212-213.

390 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:18a.
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time, are able to guard against the heresy that leads to doom. This universality, time-
lessness and permanent topicality is indicated by the present tense of the participle
npoywwokovtes. The universality and timelessness apply to the entire eschatolog-
ical teaching and thus to its individual elements, including the warnings against
false teachers. In this way, Peter confirms his earlier theses: firstly, eschatological
scepticism is inherent in heresies that have appeared and will continue to appear
until the end times; secondly, if each such heresy is taken as a sign of the end times,
it will be seen that Christians of all generations are living in the end times. This,
in turn, is compatible with the recommendation not to focus on chronometric
speculations (3:8), but to use the time given by God for conversion (3:9) and not
to lose vigilance.

The main carrier of the warning is the verb puAdoow which already occurred in
2 Peter when describing the fate of the sinful angels (cf. 2 Pet 2:5) imprisoned in
Tartarus until the day of judgement. Now its essential meaning does not change,
but the context changes, which allows dpvAdoow to be seen positively. “Beware” in
imp. praes. medii used here should be understood as the reflexive voice: “guard

391 In all likelihood the two meanings overlap,

yourselves” and “guard one another.
but in both the accents are somewhat differently distributed. The reflexive meaning
“guard yourselves” is more individual, the reciprocal meaning “guard one another”
refers to a community, containing the suggestion that an element of mutual protec-
tion is the constant reminder of prophetic and apostolic teaching, or at least the
community-oriented interpretation of Peter’s letter summarising that teaching (cf.
2 Pet 1:12.15). It is for this reason that the narrator of 2 Peter earlier declares that he
wants to continually remind, and then calls for recalling and/or remembering this
teaching in its pure, unadulterated form in order to avoid the misinterpretation
suggested by false teachers.’®? The present tense of the imperative pvAdooecOe
suggests — like part. praes. mpoywwokovteg earlier — that this is a timeless message,
valid for all generations of Christians until the end times. For there may always be
heretics denying judgement and parousia who are eager to entice unstable souls (cf.
2:14).

This shift from the earlier negative to the present positive context becomes
understandable in the light of verse 17d, which, as mentioned, contains a positive
transition component based on wordplay: tva pr éxnéonte o0 i8iov otnprypod
“lest, seduced by the error of the unrighteous, you fall away from your own stability/
firmness”. The verb éknintw means to ‘to fall away, ‘drop; ‘to lose strength, ‘to fall

391 Differently, G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1043, who believes that the verb ¢vAdoow should be
understood as ‘to avoid’ (cf. Luke 12:15, Acts 21:25, 2 Tim 4:15) rather than as ‘to guard, protect,
uphold.

392 D.]J. Moo, 2 Peter, Jude, p. 213.
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away from something’*? The aorist (con. aor. act.) indicates that it means to fall
off completely, with no possibility of return. The closest to Peter’s usage seems to be
the context of Gal 5:4, where the construction Tfig xdpttog ¢€enéoate is translated
as “you have fallen from grace/fallen out of grace” It is thus a periphrastic way of
expressing the fall that leads to annihilation, used in early Christian literature.

The use of the verb (¢x)nintw without a complement is found in 2 Clem. 2:6-7:
€KETVO Yap €0TLV Péya Kal Bauuaatov oL T £6TOTA oTNPIlEY AANA TA TTIMTOVTA.
ObTwe kat 6 XplLotog BéAncev ohaoal ta amoAivpeva “For it is indeed a great and
admirable thing to establish not the things which are standing, but those that are
falling. Thus also did Christ desire to save the things which were perishing” In both
2 Peter and 2 Clem. “falling” is contrasted with “strengthening” Both hagiographers
use the same root oTnpry- to express the idea of strengthening. However, the mean-
ing of Peter’s atnptypdg, which belongs to the New Testament hapax legomena,>**
can be inferred not only from the references to 2 Clem., but also from the related
lexis used in 2 Peter itself - 1:12, 2:14 and 3:16.>° The aforementioned wordplay
proves extremely helpful here.

So far, in relation to the followers of the false teachers, the narrator of 2 Peter has
used the opposite term aorjpuctot (“unstable”) with a-privativum; now, in relation
to the believers, he applies the description with the uncontradicted noun. He did
exactly the opposite in 2:13 and 3:14 - first he called the ungodly using non-negated
forms omiAot kai udpot “defiled and stained”, and then he referred to the faithful
by adding a-privativum - ool kat apwpntot “unblemished and without spot”.
Peter’s message here is clear — false teachers only succeed in winning over the “un-
stable” (cf. 2:18), the recipients of his letter should then not be “unstable”, but must
retain i8{og oTnpLyudc stability in the apostolic teaching. In other words - they must
take this apostolic teaching as their own i8{og. Here, the aforementioned double -
individual and community-oriented — aspect of guarding is clearly revealed: not
only should the whole community declare allegiance to this doctrine, but each
member of the community should sincerely believe it and manifest it with a pious
life made possible by baptismal gifts.

The negative connotations of the adjective i8{og in 2 Peter have already been
mentioned. These are summarised in 3:16b in the expression npog v iSiav avT@v
anwielav “to their own destruction”. Now the narrator seems to neutralise this
negative assessment by placing the adjective i8iog no longer among the volitional
lexis and in opposition to God’s will, but in a positive context. The expression
i8{og opypog can thus be understood here as “one’s own” — in the individual

393 D.]. Harrington, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 297 here translates éknintw very contextually as “change for
the worse”

394 Ibid.

395 D.E. Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 217.

© 2024 Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht | Brill Deutschland GmbH
https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672 | CC BY-NC-ND 4.0


https://doi.org/10.13109/9783666503672

162 ‘ Structural commentary

and communal sense - beliefs based on apostolic teaching, untainted by erroneous
conclusions referring to philosophical (Epicurean) eschatological scepticism and
to Cyrenaic hedonism (cf. 3:1).

This message of stability/strengthening was contrasted with the characteristics of
the message of the false teachers. Their teaching was judged to be mAdvn t@v a6¢-
opwv “an error of the unrighteous” Its real danger lies not only in its doctrinal errors
but also in its power to influence, as described by the participle cuvamnoyBéteg. The
verb ouvandayopat ‘to be led astray, ‘to be seduced’ suggests the attractiveness of
this erroneous teaching (cf. Rom 12:16 and Gal 2:13, where the verb cuvandayopat
is also used to describe seduction in a positive and negative sense). This erroneous
teaching proclaims d0¢opot ‘unrighteous, which means that the genitive. tGv a0¢-
opwv should be interpreted as gen. subiectivus. This is how the narrator of 2 Peter
described the inhabitants of Sodom in 2:7. This would mean that those who them-
selves live immoral lives without obeying any law are trying to seduce the faithful
with their wandering stAdvn. It is therefore no coincidence that dat. instrumentalis
nAavn is used here. This noun was also already used by the narrator in 2:18 to
describe the erroneous way of living in the lusts of the flesh and debauchery. In
2:15, the verb miavdw formed from the same stem indicated a departure from the
way of truth. Here the dual dimension of the term — theoretical and practical -
is better grasped. To err/stray is, on the one hand, false, deceptive but attractive
teaching (cf. Eph 4:14, 1 Thes. 2:3, 1 John 4:6),%*® pointing the way, and on the
other hand, equally attractive — hedonistic in the Cyrenaic sense — conduct. As
can be seen, the heretical mAdvn has the same aspects as true faith and knowledge
(cf. 1:2-8), just the opposite direction. It seems that by referring to these aspects,
the narrator prepares the reader for the end of the letter, which raises the same
issues as the beginning (3:18a).%7 This, in turn, makes it possible to treat the whole
letter as a text having an inclusive composition, framed by reflections on faith and
knowledge.’*®

2.16 C'. Synthesis of faith and knowledge (2 Pet 3:18a)
'8 And grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

Not only in exordium, but even in the prescript, the narrator suggests a return to
the issues raised at the beginning of the letter and actually returns to them expressis

396 J.N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 374.
397 See analysis of 2 Pet 3:18a.
398 See Introduction (vol. 1).
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verbis.*®® He thus organises his material and builds the frame of the letter, in which
the concepts of grace and knowledge play a key role. In the salutation formula
in 1:2 there was a wish that “grace and peace may be multiplied/through/in the
knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord” xapig kat eiprjvn mAnBuveein év éntyvioet
700 0£00 kat Inood tod kupilov U®V. From the phrases used then, Peter formulates
an exhortation to grow in grace and knowledge av€avete 8¢ év xapLtL kat yvooet.
By means of the conjunction 8¢, he links it directly to 3:17. Formally, 2 Pet 3:18a
resembles 3:17a, where the predicate is also in imp. praes. Since the exhortation
to watch over one another individually and mutually - ¢pvAdooecBe (verse 17a)
and to grow — avZdvete (verse 18a) are complementary rather than excluding
elements, the conjunction 8¢ should not be interpreted to express opposition but
addition. This connection is even better seen in P7> C P 81. 307. 1175, where
instead of avdverte there is a variant with imp. praes. avZdveobe compatible with
durdooecBe. The analysis of verse 17 shows that the warning not to fall under
the spell of the teachings of false teachers and lose stability in the faith includes
a constant reminder of the prophetic and apostolic message; its reminding and
updating leads to growth (a&naotg).

The verb avZdvw in the NT is sometimes used in both a literal and a metaphorical
sense. In the literal sense it describes the growth of, for example, plants (Matt 6:28,
Mark 4:8, Luke 12:27), children (Luke 1:80, 2:40); in the metaphorical sense it refers
to abstract concepts such as fame or activity (cf. John 3:30), faith (2 Cor 10:15),
spirituality (Col 1:10). A special place occupy texts referring to the growth of the
word of God/Gospel (Acts 6:7, 12:24, 19:20, Col 1:6). Peter seems to have in mind
a particular spiritual development (growth) that is also noticeable externally as
ethical conduct*® described in detail in the climactic sorites in 1:5-8.

Given the framework construction of the letter, “grow” in 3:18a can be taken as
synonymous with “multiply”#’! of 1:2, since both the verb av&avw and the verb
ANOVVw are complemented with the expression év yvwoet (3:18a)/év émyvwoel
(1:2). Similar semantics and metaphors based on the imagery of plants growing
and bearing fruit appear in the conclusion of the aforementioned sorites (1:8),
supporting the suggestion that spiritual growth in Peter is closely linked to the
conduct and process of coming to know Jesus Christ.

This is easier to see when the three passages are juxtaposed:

399 D.E Watson, T. Callan, First and Second Peter, p. 218.
400 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1046.
401 R.A. Reese, 2 Peter and Jude, p. 177.
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2 Pet1:2 2 Pet1:8 2 Pet3:18a
Xapg Tadta yap LYV UTtapyovta
Upv Kat giprvn
TIANBUVBELN Kal TAgovadovta AUEdvete 8¢
oUK ApyoUg oUSE AKApTIouG Ka- | év xapLtt
Blotnow
£V ETILYVWOEL € TV 100 Kupiou AUGV Kal yvwoeL
00 B0l
kat Incod tod kupiou RGOV 'Inood Xptotol émniyvwotv 00 Kuplou NEEV
kal owtfpog
'Inoo0 XpLotod
Grace And because you have this at
to you and peace your disposal
may be multiplied and you multiply them, Grow
[they] do not make [you] in the grace
idle and unfruitful
through/in the knowledge in the knowledge and knowledge
of God
and Jesus our Lord of our Lord Jesus Christ of Our Lord
and Saviour
Jesus Christ

Although the noun yvwolg is used in 3:18a instead of the noun éniyvwotg, which
appeared in 1:2 and 1:8, there is little difference in the meaning of the two terms.
As in 1:2b, the preposition émt can be taken temporally as an exponent of a pro-
cess stretched over time and intensity.**? This would mean that, by beginning the
reflection on “knowledge” in 1:2b, the hagiographer accentuates this process and
dynamism through the use of the term éniyvwoig. In 1:8, “knowing” éniyvwolg is
correlated with the progressive development of baptismal gifts and the practice of
Christian virtues; it involves personal commitment and ongoing conversion. In
3:18a, the previous dynamic is somewhat slowed down. The term yvoig appears,
suggesting that the process of knowing, or at least the theoretical part of it, i. e.
gaining knowledge of Jesus Christ, has been completed and that the knowledge
gained is complete, as evidenced by the further elaborate Christological descriptor:
yvioig tol kupiov AUV kal cwTfpogIncod Xplotol “knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ”. Through the reminder, indeed the constant reminder of the
prophetic and apostolic message, the recipients of the letter should constantly re-
alise that the title Saviour also includes the competence of the eschatological judge
and Jesus’ assumption of power in the end times. The eschatological perspective
of “knowledge” continues to generate appropriate, ethical conduct and attitudes
through which the spiritual commitment and growth of the faithful can be observed.

402 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:2b.
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For the last time, the narrator of 2 Peter emphasises that not only the process of
knowing the éntyvwotg, but also the acquisition of full knowledge of the yvaoig
must be considered on two parallel levels — the theoretical and the practical. In
the same way, moreover, as faith, which is not mentioned here, but which, as has
been repeatedly pointed out, is for Peter synonymous with knowing/knowing. This
synonymy is noted in the codices of the ninth and tenth centuries: P and 1175,
where the dative of nioteL appears instead of yvwoel. A slightly different approach
to this text is taken by Hilary of Arles, who in his treatise on the seven Catholic
epistles identifies grace with faith. At the same time, he strongly emphasises the
practical aspect of faith and knowledge: “Grow in grace, i. e. in the faith received at
baptism, and in knowledge, i. e. in the practice of faith”4%?

Next to the noun yvwoet in 2 Pet 3:18a, the phrase év xdptti is added in the pri-
mary position. The term xdptg had already appeared in 1:2, as part of the salutation.
Now its theological significance is exposed. In the analysis of 2 Pet 1:2 we noted that
the term is rooted in the ST and is associated with God’s favour, kindness and mercy
on the one hand and God’s justice on the other. This leads to the conclusion that in
the context of the letter as a whole, and especially the eschatological interpretation
in 2 Pet 3, “grace” in 3:18a should be understood similarly to God’s patience in
3:9c and 3:15a. “Growing in grace” would thus mean making use of God-given
time to repent and baptismal gifts to live a godly and holy life (2 Pet 1:3-4,5-8,
3:11). This corresponds with eschatologically oriented knowledge and its theoretical
and practical aspects. Such a contextual, particularistic understanding of “growing
in grace” would undoubtedly be Peter’s contribution to the general, conventional
understanding found in other NT writings, where it is primarily about experiencing
God’s blessings and salvific gifts (cf. John 1:16, Acts 6:8, Rom 5:15.17, 11:6, 12:3,
Gal 1:15, 5:4, 1 Cor 15:10, 2 Cor 8:7, Eph 2:5.8, Col 3:16, 2 Thess 2:16, 2 Tim 2:1,
Titus 3:7, Heb 2:9, 13:9, 1 Pet 3:7, 4:10, 5:5.12).404

Both xdapig and yvwolg are in the genitive case To0 kvpiov UGV kal cwTipog
'Incod Xptotol “of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”. In relation to each of the
governing nouns, however, the genitive has different functions. In combination with
Xapg, the predicate To0 kupiov kai cwtifpog Incod XpLotod can be treated as gen.
subiectivus and/or gen. originis. This means that grace (patience) is a gift given by
Jesus (gen. obiectivus) and comes from Jesus (gen. originis). With regard to yv®aotg,
the complement 700 kuplov kai owtiipog Incod XpLotod can also be understood
as gen. subiectivus, obiectivus and originis, with the dominant meaning here - as in
1:2 and 1:8 - appearing to be gen. obiectivus: knowledge of Jesus.** This involves

403 Ojcowie Kosciota komentujg Biblig, p. 150.
404 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1047.
405 R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 338.
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knowing Jesus as Lord and Saviour, i. e. the eschatological Ruler and Judge. But this
meaning is overlaid by others which allow the expression yv@oig To0 kxupiov nu@v
Kal owtipogIncod Xplotod “knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” to be
understood as knowledge derived from Jesus (gen. originis) and knowledge given by
Jesus (gen. subiectivus) — cf. 1:16-18, 3:2,16¢, where in an explicit or implicit manner
the narrator refers to events with Jesus or to his words. As with gen. obiectivus,
gen. originis and gen. subiectivus also denote eschatological content: Jesus reveals
himself as eschatological Judge and Ruler and reveals knowledge of the day of
judgment and the end times (cf. Matt 24:27-31.35-39.42-44, Mark 13:24-26.32-37,
Luke 21:22.25.27-28.35-36).

In this final extended Christological description, Jesus is called - in turn — kvpiog
nu®v “our Lord”, cwtip “Saviour” and Xplotdg “Christ”. All the titles have already
appeared in the letter. Most often the narrator referred to Jesus as Lord (1:2,8.11.16,
2:11.20, cf. 3:10, where the name of Jesus does not appear, but the context indicates
that it refers to his coming), although it should be recalled that in 2:11 the title kupiog
points rather to God (the Father), and in 3:9.15 it was considered bi-referential,
denoting both God (the Father) and Jesus. The title cwtip “Saviour” was found to
be more unambiguous. In 2 Pet 1:1,11, 2:20 it is used with the name Jesus and the
title Christ; in 2 Pet 3:2 only with the title kuplog, but the context indicates that both
kupiog and ocwtp refer to Jesus. As mentioned, the title of “Saviour” for Jesus is
relatively rare in the NT and appears in late writings; it becomes more common in
the first and second century, as reflected in early Christian literature.*’® The origins
of this title are to be found in Jewish tradition, but also in secular and religious
Hellenistic literature. By placing this title of double origin at the end of the letter,
the narrator thus recalls and, as it were, summarises his strategy of combining the
two traditions. This seems fully justified, since in peroratio he often argued against
turning Christianity into a philosophy, with which he associated eschatological
scepticism. Therefore, in order not to create the impression of discrediting the
Greek tradition, it became necessary to recall the integrative and Christianising
strategy present throughout the letter.

The appearance of the titles “Lord” and “Saviour” at the end can also be theo-
logically justified. As has already been said, the entire letter can be interpreted in
terms of eschatology: Jesus as “Lord” is the eschatological Ruler who has received
divine and royal “honour and glory” from God the Father (cf. 2 Pet 1:17), and as
“Saviour” he will come not to allow the annihilation of the converted believers (cf.
2 Pet 3:9d), but to save them (cf. 2 Pet 2:9a) and to declare them “blameless and
without spot” (cf. 2 Pet 3:14). This eschatological focus is also maintained in the
concluding doxology of the letter — 3:18b.

406 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:1.
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2.17 Doxology (2 Pet 3:18b)
18T Him be the glory now and until the day of eternity.

The letter concludes with a doxology. There is no doubt that such an ending has
its roots in Jewish tradition; various forms of it can be found in the Old Testament
texts (e. g. 1 Kings 29:11-13, Ps 22[21]:29, 62:12[61:13], 104[103]:31, 4 Macc 18:24),
especially in the benediction formulas (1 Kings 16:36, Ps 41[40]:14, 89[88]:53,
106[105]:48, Dan 2:20, PssSol 17:3). Such formulas usually concluded prayers,
sermons or constituted an independent act of praise to God (cf. Luke 2:14, 19:38,
Rev 7:10, 19:1).297 As noted in the Introduction, the fact that 2 Peter ends with a
doxology has prompted debate about the primary genre of Peter’s text, whether
it is a homily to which epistolary elements were added, or whether the text was
originally conceived as a letter to be read publicly at a Christian gathering.*%®

In ancient epistolography, the most conventional way of ending a letter, especially
a private one, was to use a concluding formula containing good wishes, personal
greetings, assurances of kindness and keeping in mind, sometimes a request to
write back:*% “But you also write us, so that we may know in what conditions you
are, and so that we may not be alarmed. Take care of yourself so that you are healthy
and come to us healthy. Farewell”, wrote Polycrates to his father.*!? The greeting
“Farewell” also appears in more official letters. Sometimes the final formula refers
to the reasons and circumstances of the letter. Thus, for example, on the occasion
of his children’s nuptials, the father of the newly married couple writes to the father
of the bride and concludes his letter with a wish that “this union will be happy in
every way, as it should be since god is associating him”*'! Didactic letters may have
ended with some sort of maxim, a well-known aphorism, sometimes transformed
by the narrator for the purpose of his argument, as is the case, for example, in one
of Senecass letters to Lucilius: “but persons who live in rotten luxury and ease while
others toil, are mere turtle-doves safe only because men despise them. Farewell”
(Moral Letters to Lucilius 96:5).

The final benediction, doxology or prayer formula in ancient letters is rel-
atively rare.*!? Instead, it appears frequently in the New Testament epistles,
usually together with general greetings or with the specification of recipients or
senders of greetings (Rom 16:1-27, Phil 4:20-23, 1 Cor 16:19-24, 2 Cor 13:11-13,

407 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 407.

408 See Introduction (vol. 1).

409 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 406.

410 Ktopoty mtodego Polikratesa, Polish transl. J. Schnayder, [in:] List antyczny, p. 5.

411 Matzeristwo dzieci umacnia przyjazn rodzicow, Polish transl. J. Schnayder, [in:] List antyczny, p. 77.
412 K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 407.
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Eph 4:23-24, Col 4:15-18, 1 Thess 5:23-28, 2 Thess 3:16-18, 2 Tim 4:18-22,
Titus 3:15, Phlm 23-25, Heb 13:24-25, 1 Pet 5:11-14, 2 John 12-13, 3 John 24-25).
The doxological formulas are located in the New Testament epistolography in
various places: at the end of a letter before or after the greetings, at the beginning
(cf. Gal 1:5) or in the middle of a letter (Rom 11:36, Eph 3:20-21, 1 Tim1:17, 6:16,
1 Pet 4:11). Similarly in early Christian writings: final doxologies are included in
1 Clem. 65:2, 2 Clem. 20:5, MartPol 21:1, Diogn. 12:9, but they can also be found in
the body of a writing (Didache 8:2, 9:4, 1 Clem. 20:12, 32:4, 43:6, 58:2, 61:3, 64:1,
MartPol 14:3, 20:2).413

The doxology in 2 Pet 3:18b is not linked to any salutation. In this respect, the
ending of this letter resembles Jude 25. However, too many elements differ between
the two doxologies to speak of direct dependencies of 2 Pet 3:18b on Jude 25. In
most testimonies, Peter’s doxological formula ends with an acclamation of litur-
gical provenance - aurjv. A similar ending is found in the majority of other New
Testament and early Christian doxologies regardless of their location in letters.*!*
However, in B 1175. 1243. 1739 and vg™* this final acclamation does not appear;
nor is it included in the main text by the NA28 editors. This absence is sometimes
explained in two ways. First, as an involuntary omission by the copyist. This would
imply that the original text had the acclamation and that it should be regarded
as an integral part of the message.*!> Second, as a voluntary decision not to har-
monise Peter’s doxology with other New Testament doxologies. This would mean
that originally 2 Pet 3:18b was devoid of this acclamation, and it was only under the
influence of other New Testament doxologies that the copyists decided to introduce
it.41® The second option seems more likely, especially since the doxology in 2 Peter
is not a typical liturgical formula, but a transformation that summarises Peter’s
eschatological reflection. It is possible to add these transformations, which include
more than just the omission of the acclamation, to the same category of changes
that the source material taken from the Letter of Jude previously underwent.

Typical doxologies in liturgical texts and/or prayers consist of four elements:
(1) an indication of the recipient; (2) an expression of praise; (3) temporal expres-
sions; (4) an acclamation by which the principal orant may be joined in praise by
other participants in the assembly.417 Peter, as has been said, makes his modifi-
cations to this scheme motivated by the Christological-eschatological reflection

413 Ibid.

414 Cf.Rom 1:25, 9:5, 11:36, 16:27, Gal 1:5, Eph 3:21, Phil 4:20, 1 Tim 1:17, 6:16, 2 Tim 4:18, 1 Pet 4:11,
5:11, Jude 25, Rev 1:6, 7:12, 1 Clem. 20:12, 32:4, 43:6, 58:2, 61:3, 64:1, 65:2, 2 Clem. 20:5, Diogn. 12:9,
MartPol 14:3, 21:1; K. Wojciechowska, M. Rosik, Expecting Mercy, p. 416.

415 See for example, G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1050.

416 See for example, R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 336.

417 PH. Davids, The Letters of 2 Peter, p. 277.
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present in the letter. In addition to the omission of acclamation, the reduction of the
second element to only one term — 86&a “glory” - in the nominative is noteworthy.
Also unusual is the first element - the addressee of the praise formula - and the
third element - the unprecedented expression eig juépav ai®vog “to the day of
eternity”.

The term 86Za appears in the singular in 2 Pet 1:3,17 and in the plural in 2 Pet 2:10.
Here the narrator seems to give the term the meaning it had just in 1:3,17. In
analysing these passages,*® attention has been drawn to the eschatological ori-
entation of Peter’s understanding of “glory” taken from the ST: God’s glory and
salvation are to be proclaimed among all nations in the end times (cf. 1 Kings 16:24,
Isa 12:2, Ps 72[71]:18, 96[95]:3, 117[116]:1). Already in 2 Pet 1:3, “glory” was a
bi-referential concept, referring to both God (the Father) and Jesus. This is even
more strongly emphasised in 2 Pet 1:17: the glory (and honour) due to God (the
Father) is transferred in the transfiguration scene also to Jesus. This means that
it now belongs both to God the Father and to Jesus, which confirms, on the one
hand, Peter’s conviction of Jesus’ deity (cf. 1:1) and, on the other hand, alludes to
the aforementioned Old Testament texts on the glory and salvation of God, and
thus of Jesus, proclaimed in the end times. For in the end times, during the parousia
anticipated by the transfiguration, Jesus’ glory and salvation will be fully revealed.
It can now be seen that the naming of Jesus in 3:18a with the divine titles “Lord
and Saviour” (cf. 2 Pet 1:1-2) is not an accident or convention, but is closely linked
to these eschatological connotations of glory (cf. Phil 3:21, Col 3:4, 2 Thess 1:9,
Titus 2:13, 1 Pet 4:13, 5:1).*"

The conviction that God the Father and Jesus Christ are equal in deity, as ev-
idenced by their sharing of glory, may explain why Peter made only Jesus the
addressee of the final praise. This is very rare in Christian doxologies; in the NT,
the only texts of this kind are 2 Tim 4:18 and Rev 1:5-6, among early Christian
writings, only MartPol 21:1: “Jesus Christ was reigning for ever, to whom be glory,
honour, majesty and an eternal throne, from generation to generation, Amen” In
Gal 1:5, Heb 13:21, 1 Pet 4:11, in 1 Clem. 20:11-12 (“the great Creator and Lord
of all [...] does good to all, but most abundantly to us who have fled for refuge to
His compassions through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be glory and majesty for
ever and ever. Amen”) and in 1 Clem. 50:7 (“This blessedness comes upon those
who have been chosen by God through Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen”) and I Clem. 58:2 (“who in lowliness of mind, with instant
gentleness, and without repentance has observed the ordinances and appointments

418 See analysis of 2 Pet 1:3 and 1:17.
419 G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1049 sees in the use of these titles in relation to Jesus above all
evidence of an advanced Christology.
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given by God - the same shall obtain a place and name in the number of those who
are being saved through Jesus Christ, through whom is glory to Him for ever and
ever. Amen”) it is not entirely clear whether the glory refers to God (the Father),**°
or to Jesus Christ. Usually in the NT, praise, worship (and/or their equivalents) is
given to God alone (e. g. Rom 1:25, 9:5, 11:36, Phil 4:20, 1 Tim 1:17, 6:16, 1 Pet
5:10-11), and if a binitarian formula appears, it is to God through Jesus Christ (e. g.
Rom 16:27, Jude 25) or in Jesus Christ (e. g. Eph 3:21). Similarly, in early Christian
writings: in 1 Clem. 32:4, 1 Clem. 43:6, 2 Clem. 20:5, MartPol 20:2, God appears
as the sole addressee of the doxology; in I Clem. 61:3, 1 Clem. 64:1, 1 Clem. 65:2,
MartPol 14:3 and Diogn. 12:9, praise is given to God through Jesus Christ.

A characteristic feature of doxological formulas is the absence of a judgment.
They are usually reconstructed in optative form (may glory be [shown]), imperative
form (may there be glory) or indicative form (glory is/belongs/belongs). The first
two options turn the doxology into a prayer, a wish. So the third option is more
likely here.*?! In the context of Peter’s Christological-eschatological reflections, it
becomes clear that the glory that belongs to God also belongs to Jesus, since God
has already given it to him. Although it will only be fully revealed in the end times,
at the parousia, it is already an attribute of Christ to whom, as God, it is due honour
and praise.

This is confirmed by the atypical temporal expression ending Peter’s doxology
kait vOv kal eig uépav ai®vog “now and until the day of eternity”. It includes two
components — one referring to the present — viv, and the other to the eternity

422 _ gig uépav aidvog. In terms of structure, therefore, it does not re-

(future
semble the one-element, usually timeless New Testament formulas eig o8¢ ai@vag
“for ever” (Rom 1:25, 9:5, 11:36, 1 Pet 5:11) or €ig ToUg ai®vag TV aiwvwy “for
ever and ever” (Gal 1:5, Phil 4:20, 1 Tim 1:17, 1 Pet 4:11, cf. also I Clem. 20:12,
32:4, 43:6, 58:2, 65:1, 2 Clem. 20:5, Diogn. 12:9, MartPol 20:2, 21:1). It is closer to
the binary or ternary formulas present in Jude 25 and I Clem. 61: “both now and
from generation to generation and for evermore”; 1 Clem. 64: “both now and for
evermore”; MartPol 14:3: “now and for the ages that are to come”. The prominence
of the present element corresponds with the indicative reconstruction of the judg-
ment in the doxology and with the main eschatological message of the letter: the
impartation of divine glory and honour to Jesus at the transfiguration inaugurated
his eschatological reign, which is already a fact of life but will be consummated at
the parousia. Thus, all Christians are indeed living in the end times, all should be

420 See for example, ].N.D. Kelly, A Commentary on the Epistles of Peter and of Jude, p. 375.
421 Ibid.; R. Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter, p. 336.
422 Tbid.
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aware of God’s merciful patience shown now, use the time given to them now for
conversion and live a godly life through the use of — now — baptismal gifts.

The doxology concludes with an expression unique in the NT referring to the
future eig nuépav aidvog. It refers to Sir 18:10:42* 6)g staywv 18atog &md Bardoong
kal Yijdog dupov obtwg £n év Nnuépa ai®wvog “Like a drop of water from the sea
and a grain of sand, so are these few years among the days of eternity”. This thought
is similar to that of 2 Pet 3:8 about time viewed from a human and divine perspec-
tive. Here, however, the phrase ei¢ nuépav ai®vog, by alluding to the expressions
nuépa 700 kupiov (2 Pet 3:10) and Ruépa tod Beod (2 Pet 3:12), points to a future
eschatology associated with the Second Coming of Jesus, which in 2 Pet 1:19c¢ is
portrayed as a nuépa Stavydon “the day [which] dawns] and inaugurates a new
era, eternity, i. e. new heavens and a new earth,** without darkness symbolising
evil and corruption (cf. 2 Pet 1:4,19¢), but with righteousness reigning in them
(2 Pet 3:13).

As can be seen, the doxology forms an integral part of Peter’s Second Letter. The
narrator summarises the eschatological message of his text using the lexis used
earlier — §6&a and nuépa/nuépa ai@vog. He does this in his typical creative way.
On the one hand, he refers back to meanings and images already evoked in the
letter; on the other hand, by alluding to well-known praise formulas, he makes the
audience aware of the great theological (eschatological) potential hidden in these
oft-repeated sentences.

423 1Ibid.; G.L. Green, Jude and 2 Peter, p. 1048.
424 Ibid.
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3. Conclusions

In the history of exegesis, it is rare to find commentaries only devoted to the Second
Letter of Peter. Usually, this letter is analysed together with the First Letter of Peter
and/or the Letter of Jude, sometimes with all the NT general (Catholic) letters. In
this publication, the Second Letter of Peter is commented on separately in order to
emphasise its independence and draw attention to its originality.

However, it is impossible to overlook or ignore the connections between 2 Peter,
1 Peter and Jude. With 1 Peter, the Second Letter of Peter shares the person of
the apostle Peter, to whom both texts are attributed; perhaps both originated in
the so-called Petrine school or were part of the Petrine discourse. What 2 Peter
shares with Jude is the similarity of motifs used in 2 Pet 2:2.3b-17 and the lexis
used in both texts. The author of 2 Peter, however, makes no simple borrowings. On
the contrary, these borrowings are very deliberate and precise. On the one hand,
a characteristic phrase or image in Jude evokes the source text; on the other hand,
it is evident that the narrator is engaged in a dialogue with the source text, often
based on wordplay (as in the case of 2 Pet 2:13, where the feasts attended by the false
teachers are called éndrat in reference to aydmnat in Jude 12). Each borrowed image
or motif is creatively transformed and, like the borrowed lexis, appears in a new
context, especially a theological one. The author of 2 Peter applies a similar strategy
to texts originally belonging to the Jewish tradition or taken from Greek literature.
The common denominator of this strategy, which has been called an integrative
strategy in the commentary Proclaiming the Coming of the Lord, is the theologisation
and Christianisation of the source material. The narrator however uses his own
recognisable intertextual strategy, which means that he can be considered not only
as a writer who skilfully draws on a variety of sources, but also as an original author
who is able, on the one hand, to refer to a source material and, on the other, to show
the audience how to use this material in a creative way.

The originality, based on an intertextual integrative strategy, translates into a
unique approach to theological ideas in 2 Peter. It is clearly noticeable when the letter
is analysed structurally. The linear approach has often led to the conclusion that the
text focuses on ethical aspects, parenesis and protreptics, whereas the structural
approach reveals that the author is primarily interested in the interpretation of
the prophetic and apostolic teaching on the parousia. He gives examples of false
interpretation, but also presents the correct interpretation, which further translates
into eschatology and soteriology.

The structure proposed in Proclaiming the Coming of the Lord also follows the
integrative strategy of the author of 2 Peter. It combines elements of classical rhetoric,
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which help to structure the epistolary material (also in terms of terminology), and
elements of thematic and motivic Hebrew rhetoric, which in turn highlight the
framework construction of the letter, as well as the recurring motif of the prophetic
and apostolic teaching (D) and its interpretation (E). The author of 2 Peter begins his
fundamental reflection on the doctrine of the parousia by recalling the scene of Jesus’
transfiguration (1:16-18). The lexical similarities to the same episode described by
the synoptics allow us to guess that the literary shape of the transfiguration narrative
was already established at the time 2 Peter was written. It is not known whether the
author of 2 Peter drew directly on the synoptic gospels, but it is known that he gave
the whole scene a different interpretation from the evangelists. According to Peter,
the transfiguration is to be understood as the inauguration of Jesus’ eschatological
authority, delegated to him by God the Father. Jesus already enjoys divine honour
and glory, which has additional royal connotations, but this will only be fully
revealed in the end times when the parousia - the second coming of Jesus with
power — takes place. This is where Peter’s hermeneutic, developed later, is explicitly
revealed; he interprets the salvific events, as well as the Old Testament texts, from
the perspective of eschatology. In 1:19-21, he explains that the eschatological power
of Jesus was in fact announced by the prophets. It can easily be found in the inspired
writings, provided they are interpreted properly.

In Peter’s reflections on the essence of inspiration, it is a certain ambiguity or
rather bi-referential aspect of the formula in verse 20 that draws attention: “no
prophecy of Scripture happens/comes into being by one’s own/private interpre-
tation/becomes [a subject of] one’s own interpretation” For it is not possible to
determine unambiguously whether this refers to the process of prophecy formation
itself, when the prophet faithfully repeats the divine will revealed to him without
distorting anything, or to the interpretation of prophecies already written down.
This ambiguity seems to have been introduced on purpose. It allows inspired texts
to be considered on two levels — on the internal (intradiegetic) level and on the
external (extradiegetic) level. At the latter level, interpretation already takes place
using an eschatological, or in fact Christocentric and eschatological hermeneutic.
The basic component of this methodological Petrine introduction is thus the as-
sumption that the apostolic teaching on the parousia is already confirmed by the
Old Testament writers and that the eschatological and parousia predictions of the
Old Testament have been and will be fulfilled by Jesus Christ.

What the practical application of Peter’s methodology looks like is shown by
the examples in chapters 2 and 3. In chapter 2, interpretation on an internal level
dominates. The material to be interpreted is the biblical text supplemented by
elements of the haggadic midrash. It can be seen that these additions, characteristic
of the Judaism of the Second Temple period, are considered by the narrator of 2 Peter
to be as inspired as the original text. The narratives thus prepared are intended
to make the audience aware of Peter’s main idea: the right interpretation of God’s
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words, of God’s revelation, leads to salvation, the wrong one leads to annihilation. In
order to make all this comprehensible to the audience, Peter draws on well-known
topot: the sin of the angels, the Flood, the destruction of Sodom with the rain of
sulphur and fire. He used then the motifs from Jude, but in a different way. The story
of angels being cast into Tartarus and there awaiting the final judgment (2 Pet 2:4)
seems to have a double significance in 2 Peter, for this motif is intended not only as
an illustration of the false interpretation of angels’ free will and service to God, but
also as a commentary on 2 Pet 2:3b. In this very verse, Peter includes one of the key
eschatological thoughts - the assertions that the judgment of old “is not idle” and
the destruction “is not slumbering’, although this might seem so because of, among
other things, the temporal distance between casting the rebels into Tartarus and the
eschatological judgment. The temporal element and the supposed postponement
of God’s actions will be alluded to in the interpretation of chapter 3 at the external
level.

In contrast to Jude, Peter mentions the rescue of Noah in the flood narrative.
This introduces the issue of proper soteriological interpretation (this element was
lacking in the angelological theme) of 2 Pet 2:5b. Ignoring God’s will and the message
of Noah, who is described as “heralding righteousness”, leads to ever-deepening
injustice in the world, and ultimately to the annihilation of the world (2:5a.c). The
misinterpretation here can be described as diluvial scepticism, a disbelief that God
will indeed punish the unjust in a relatively short time, combined with scorn for the
actions of Noah building the ark. Peter’s narrative of the destruction of Sodom and
the rescue of Lot was similar. Righteous Lot correctly interpreted the words about
the destruction of Sodom and was saved (2:7-9a). The other inhabitants of the city
would not listen to the message about the necessity to repent, remained ungodly
and were consequently destroyed along with the city (2:6). This time this wrong
attitude can be described as scepticism over the destruction by fire. The Sodomites,
including Lot’s relatives (sons-in-law) scoff at Lot’s piety and his warnings, and do
not believe that God can rain fire and brimstone on the city.

The issue of misinterpretation and manipulation of the word of God is addressed
by Peter in 2:9b-22. Not only does he postpone it to a much later time, when the
eschatological scepticism preached by false teachers will emerge and take root, but
he also uses the example of Balaam here. It is meant to bridge the gap between
explanations at the intradiegetic and the extradiegetic level. Balaam himself did not
distort God’s message regarding Israel; he had to convey God’s blessing, even if he
did not want to. So, there is no interference with prophecy on an internal level. But,
gripped by madness (cf. 2 Pet 2:16), the soothsayer gives the Midianites a piece of
advice that leads the Israelites to abandon Moses’ doctrine that allegedly took away
their freedom and to apostasy.

This seems to be the way false teachers proceed. They themselves do not in-
troduce external themes into already existing and recognised prophecies; it is the
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external interpretation of these prophecies based on eschatological scepticism that
distorts and pollutes (cf. 2 Pet 3:1) the prophetic and apostolic teaching. Therefore,
it needs to be constantly recalled in a pure form that is neither internally nor ex-
ternally contaminated (2 Pet 3:2), even though the narrator faces derision, which
is tantamount to a false interpretation (2 Pet 3:3—4). Remarkably, by pointing to a
false interpretation, the narrator combines elements of distortion at the internal
and external levels. On the internal level, it is about a taunting question beginning
with the phrase mo® éotwv, well known to the readers from the LXX, with which
heretics associate eschatological scepticism. On an external level, the distortion
consists in failing to find eschatological elements in existing prophecies. In order
to show how they should be found, Peter in chapter 3 returns to motifs from the
narrative of the Flood and partly from the narrative of the destruction of Sodom.
To this he adds ktiseological themes and proves that a foreshadowing of the end
times can be discovered in almost every biblical narrative. It is only necessary to
subject this message to a proper external interpretation, i. e. to read it in an escha-
tological key. Thus, the ktiseology, the story of creation, is a foreshadowing of the
Flood, the story of destruction through the same divine word (3:5-6). The Jewish
apocalyptic tradition recognises in the Flood an anticipation of doom in the end
times. Peter construes the diluvial narrative in the same way. Similarly, the very
existence of the present post-diluvial reality should be read as a foreshadowing of
the end times, when heaven and earth will be consumed by fire (3:7), as Sodom
was once destroyed. Furthermore, lessons must be learnt from the intradiegetic
scepticism over the destruction by water or by fire. The readers should see to it that
no eschatological scepticism takes hold and spreads in Christianity.

Further in the letter, as if in contrast to the previously dominant false interpreta-
tion, Peter reveals further dimensions of the correct interpretation of the primary
and secondary eschatological texts. He also returns to the theme of 2:3b. Then he
mentioned the negative aspects: judgment that is not idle and destruction that is
not slumbering. Now (3:8-10a) he focuses on a positive aspect: God’s patience.
In both 2:3b and 3:8, chronometry is an important element. In 2:3b it was only
implied. As mentioned, the temporal distance between the casting down of the
sinful angels into Tartarus and their final judgement can seem very long and give a
false impression of stagnation. The same applies to the alleged immutability of the
world and the lack of God’s interference from the beginning of creation until now.
In the meantime, God’s reckoning of time differs from human calculations, but
none of the eschatological promises is forgotten and their fulfilment is by no means
delayed (3:8), whether it be the promise of the application of the final punishment
(2:3b) or the promise of entry into the kingdom of Jesus Christ after a permanent
and manifested conversion in the Christian life (3:9). Any calculation as to when the
fulfilment of these promises will occur, however, is doomed to failure in advance,
although eschatological vigilance is recommended as much as possible (3:10a).
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In the subsequent verses with the eschatological prophetic and apostolic teaching
(3:10b-11a) the soteriological aspect of the correct interpretation is developed
(3:11b-15a). The eschatological teaching should not only be associated with anni-
hilation, but also with rescue and new creation. Thus, Peter again in the external
interpretation seems to return to the theme of the rescue of the righteous (2:5b.7-9a).
The final presentation of the prophetic and apostolic teaching (3:15b-16b) and
its interpretation (16¢c-17c) involves a warning not to succumb to false teachers
and their explanations, and an encouragement to firmly persevere in the correct
teaching and its interpretation. The framing of the whole of Peter’s discourse is re-
vealed here. Verses 1:20-21, in the methodological introduction, contain the same
sequence: negative aspect — positive aspect. The wrong interpretation, whether
internal or external, has nothing to do with divine revelation and with divine inspi-
ration; the right interpretation - internal and external - is in fact not the work of
man and does not depend on his will, but comes from the Holy Spirit.

This main theological thought and hermeneutic of 2 Peter is complemented by a
baptismal catechesis, which also accounts for the originality of Peter’s message. It
is no coincidence that the accumulation of positive aspects of the interpretation
of eschatological teaching appears in 3:11b-15a. This fragment, due to its lexical
similarity, can be seen as the development and explanation of the eschatological
baptismal catechesis of 1:9-11. It is evident that baptismal gifts to cultivate virtues,
the remembrance of being purified from sins, God’s calling, election and protection
from the fall (1:9-10) allow the faithful to be found by God at peace, without
blemish and without spot in the end times (3:14). And only those without blemish
can enter the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ (1:11), where righteousness dwells
(3:13). Peter’s baptismal teaching, especially about the gifts that help lead a godly
life, escape corruption in the world, and cultivate Christian virtues growing out of
faith, runs throughout the letter — in motifs, images and lexical parallels.

Of importance are also general reflections on faith and the knowledge of Jesus
Christ. On the one hand, their theoretical aspects, which translate into prophetic
and apostolic teaching, are emphasised; on the other hand, the author points to
their practical aspects related to the baptismal gifts for the called and chosen.
Thus, various traditions seem integrated in these reflections; they are explained in
exordium analytically (1:1c-8) and synthetically (1:5-15), and only synthetically in
peroratio (3:18a). The idea of integration is noticeable throughout the letter and at
different levels: in the lexis, themes and genre.

The author of the Second Letter of Peter additionally explores theological and
ethical side themes. In a unique way he addresses the divinity of Jesus (by means
of the transfiguration scene in 2 Pet 1:16-18 and bi-referential formulas which
can be applied both to God the Father and to Jesus, e. g. 2 Pet 1:1¢; 3:2,9.15), the
warning against turning Christianity into one of the pagan philosophical schools
(2 Pet 2:19), the conviction of the need to cultivate Christian virtues with faith
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coming to the fore as the starting point for all the others (2 Pet 1:5). Both the
themes and the intertextual strategy testify to the erudition of the letter’s author.
The letter is thus an important testimony to the formation of Christian theology
in the first and second century, to the theological image of the apostle Peter as
an apocalypticist and eschatological hermeneuticist, and the most important New
Testament document reflecting the process of forming a stance on the writings
of the apostle Paul, which are to confirm Peter’s approach to the prophetic and
apostolic teaching about the end times.
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